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Foreword 


O, May 11 in 880 a.v., Constantine the Great dedicated 
the ancient Greek colony of Byzantium on the Bosphorus as Con- 
stantinople, the splendid new capital of the recently Christianized 
Roman Empire. If that dedication may be taken to mark the 
beginning of what modern historians call the Byzantine Empire— 
distinguished from the earlier Roman Empire by the abandon- 
ment of Rome as the capital and by such cultural developments 
as the triumph of Christianity—then that Empire lasted for over 
eleven hundred years. 

In the course of this long existence, the Byzantine Empire faced 
and survived a number of crises. That it achieved a longevity 
unique ini European history was due to many factors, one of the 
most important being the emergence at critical moments of bril- © 
liant and capable leadership. But if such men as Heraclius, 
Leo III, Alexius I Comnenus, and Michael VIII Palaeologus suc- 
ceeded in checking the forces which threatened to destroy the 
Byzantine Empire, they did so not only through sheer ability 
but also because the resources necessary for survival were there. 

The Empire finally succumbed on May 29, 1458, not for lack 
of capable leadership but as the result of a multiplicity of con- 
ditions which, by the end of the fourteenth century, could not be 
changed. The man was there, but the Empire no longer had the 
potential to save itself. Manuel IT Palaeologus, as readers of this 
study by John W. Barker will learn, was one of the most gifted 

statesmen Byzantium ever produced, but it was his fate to rule 
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x Preface 


tained me generously through my years of gracuate study; and 
the Dumbarton Oaks Trustees for Harvard University, without 
whose generosity and matchless facilities my subsequent research 
would: have been, at the very least, far more difficult, and its 
vesults perhaps different. 

. Within these two institutions there were many individuals who 
were bountiful in their help. Primacy in this category belongs to 
my master and sponsor, Peter Charanis, Voorhees Professor of 
History at Rutgers University, who guided and supported me 
through crucial training with a degree of staunchness far exceed- 
ing the customary teacher-student relationship. Whatever merit 
may be found in my work may perhaps serve to justify his exer- 
tions on my behalf. To another of the faculty members then at 
Rutgers, Professor Clayton M. Hall of the Classics Department, 
T am indebted for much useful advice in the early stages of my 
work in the thorny arbors of Palaeologan literary texts. 

Among the faculty and staff members of Dumbarton Oaks, 
with whom I enjoyed enriching contacts both professional and 
personal, there are many to whom I owe particular gratitude. 
One of these is the late Dr. George Soulis, then librarian of 
Dumbarton Oaks, whose suggestions and encouragement were of 
constant significance. His untimely death in the summer of 1967 
has prevented his seeing in completed form this book he helped 
so much, adding for me a further poignance to the personal grief 
I feel at the tragic loss of this brilliant scholar and fine man. To 
Professor Romilly J. H. Jenkins I owe the warmest thanks for 
invaluable advice on the demanding problems of translating the 
original texts which appear throughout this book. In my present 
ignorance of Slavonic languages I was given generous and in- 
dispensable assistance with Russian by Dr. Cyril Mango, at that 
time director of the institution’s publications, and with Russian 
and particularly Serbian by Mrs. Jelisaveta S. Allen of the library 
staff. Among other members of this staff, I must also single out 
Mr. Isham Perkins, the indefatigable interlibrary-loan expert, for 
his endless and devoted labor in securing hard-to-find titles. 
Though limitations of space hinder a full enumeration of the 
names, I must also note the valuable exchanges of information, 
assistance, and ideas that I enjoyed with those who were my 
contemporaries as Fellows at Dumbarton Oaks during the years 
of my residence there. 


Preface . ar x: 


There were also several individuals beyond the confines of 
these two institutions who were of great help to me. Chief among 
these is the Reverend Father Raymond-Joseph Loenertz, O.P., 
of the Istituto Storico Domenicano in Rome. This learned and 
kind scholar has been unselfishly and endlessly generous in his 
wise advice, encouragement, and even contributions of material, 
during the course of a long and fruitful correspondence between 
us. Elis imprint upon my work may be seen throughout the book. 
I wish also to acknowledge my thanks to Dr. Enrica Follieri of 
the Istituto di Studi Bizantini e Neoellenici in Rome, for her 
important contributions to this correspondence as well. I am also 
greatly indebted to Father Loenertz’ student, the Reverend 
George T. Dennis, S.J. Our nearly simultaneous work on the same 
Emperor, mutually discovered in midstream, has proved happily 
complementary rather than competitive. He very kindly sent me 
a copy of his published dissertation on Manuel in Thessalonica 
at precisely the right moment for me, and he also was generous 
enough to provide me with a transcription of the short chronicle 
texts published by M. Gedeon in the rare periodical ’Exxinovactim} 
ddydeva, which would otherwise have been unavailable to me. 
I am also indebted to Professor Oliver Strunk, the eminent 
musicologist, formerly of Princeton University, for an illuminating 
exchange of ideas on the question of the liturgical Sscemmeons 
in honor of Manuel II and his Empress. 

Finally, there were a number of individuals who were of great 
assistance to me in assembling the illustrative material for this 
book. For the sake of convenience and pertinence, I have ex- 
pressed my thanks to most of them at the conclusion of Appendix 
XXIV. Nevertheless, I will take this opportunity to offer my grati- 


tude to Professor Randall D. Sale, and especially Mr. David A. 


Woodward, of the Cartographic Labor atory of the Department 
of Geography at the University of Wisconsin, for their generous 
contribution of the three maps to be found in this book. 


Joan W. BarkER 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 
October, 1967 
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Chronological Outline 
of the Life and Reign 
of Manuel II Palaeologus 


Manuel Palaeologus born (June 27), the second son of 
John V Palaeologus and Helena Cantacuzena, amid the 
struggle between John V and John VI Cantacuzenus for 
the throne. 


Capture of Gallipoli by the Osmanli Turks (March); the 
position of Cantacuzenus deteriorates; aided by Francesco 
Gattilusio, John V enters Constantinople and forces Canta- — 
cuzenus to abdicate (November); Gattilusio rewarded 
with marriage to John V’s sister Maria and the lordship 
of Lesbos. 


The heir to the throne, Manuel’s brother Andronicus (IV, 
b. 1848) is betrothed to the Princess Maria-Kyratza of 
Bulgaria (August); awed by the mounting Turkish men- 
ace, John V appeals to Pope Innocent VI for aid, offering 
(bull, December 15) Manuel as a hostage; the death of 
Stefan DuSan (December 20), ending the great age of 
Serbia. 


John V renews his pleas for aid and offer of Manuel as 
hostage to the Pope (bull, November 7), but these are 
ignored. 


- The Turks capture Didymoteichos. 


The Turks capture Adrianople; accession of Murad I as 
Osmanli Emir (Sultan). 


Turkish capture of Philippopolis; mission of the Patriarch 
xix 
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Chronological Outline 


Andronicus’ position deteriorates amid unpopularity and 
limited support at home. 


“Escape of John V and his sons from the Tower of Anemas 


(June?); winning Turkish support, they enter Constanti- 
nople (July 1) and re-establish John V's government; some 
Genoese resist, but Andronicus and his family escape to 
Galata, taking old Cantacuzenus, the Empress Helena, and 
her sisters as hostages; Galata is besieged by Manuel; the 
Patriarch Makarios is deposed and replaced by Neilos. 


Fighting before Galata is ended by a truce and then a 
new settlement among the Imperial family (May), by 
which. Andronicus is recognized as heir, to the exclusion 
of Manuel, and is given an appanage on the Marmora 
coast with Selymbria as capital; released with his daugh- 
ters, Cantacuzenus finally departs to the Morea to join his 
son, the Despot Matthew. 


Formal ending of the Chioggia War by the Treaty of Turin 


(August 23), sponsored by Amadeo of Savoy, providing 


for the neutralization of Tenedos; final peace between the 
Empire and Genoa (November 2); departure of Theodore 
to the Morea (autumn); disaffected, Manuel leaves se- 
cretly for Thessalonica (autumn—winter? ). 


Manuel begins an independent stand against the Turks in 
Macedonia, recovering Serres and winning several victories 
over them; death of John Cantacuzenus (June 15) and 
then of Matthew Cantacuzenus, both in the Morea; a 
Turkish counteroffensive is lamnched against Manuel under 
Khairaddin Pasha, taking Serres (September 19) and be- 
ginning the siege of Thessalonica (autumn); Manuel com- 
poses his Discourse of Counsel to the Thessalonians When 


They Were Besieged, later writing his Letter a’ to accom- 
~pany a copy of it sent to Cydones; he also writes his Letters 


y’ and’, and those in between. 


Theodore emerges unchallenged as Despot of the Morea; 
Theodore and Manuel cooperate militarily and make vari- 
ous alliances with neighbors; failure of their joint plea to 
Venice for help (April 18); death of Francesco I Gattilusio 
of Lesbos, succeeded by his son Francesco II (August). 





Chronological Outline TT 
1885 New hostilities between Andronicus IV and John V; An- 


1386 
1387 


13888 


1389 


1390 


dronicus is defeated (spring) and dies in Selymbria (June 
25), his son John (VIL) succeeding to his appanage and 
pretensions; Manuel’s independent negotiations with Pope 
Urban VI for possible Church union to win Western aid; 
Manuel writes his Letter n’ and (about this time) Letter 
s’: failure of mediation attempts between Manuel and the 
Turks, who at this time take Sofia. 


The Turks capture Nis. 


His position in Thessalonica precarious, Manuel is forced 
to leave it (April 6), and it is surrendered to the Turks 
(April 9); Manuel escapes to Lesbos, where he writes his 
Discourse in Letter Form to Cabasilas; unwelcome in Con- 
stantinople, Manuel moves to desolate Tenedos and is 
approached by envoys of Murad; he is invited to Brusa 
and is received affably by Murad; sent back to Constanti- 
nople (autumn), he is sentenced to exile on Lemnos by 
John V. 


Death of the Patriarch Neilos (February); Serbian victory 
over the Turks at Bile¢e (August 27). . 


Antonios made Patriarch of Constantinople (January 12); 
great Turkish victory over the Serbians at Kossovo (June 
15), beginning the end of their independence; during the 
battle Murad is assassinated and is succeeded by his son 
Bayazid I. 


In Genoa, John VII, with his mother, conspires with the 
Genoese; winning Turkish support as well, he’ besieges 
Constantinople (March); returning from exile (then or 
earlier), Manuel arrives (March 31); a plot in the capital 
on John VII's behalf is defeated (April 2); John VIT wins 
entry to the city (April.13/14) and takes the throne, while 
John V and Manuel continue to resist from the Golden 
Gate fortress; John VII signs the latest treaty renewal with 
Venice (June 3); the Patriarch Antonios is deposed, and © 
Makarios is restored (July 30); Maria-Kyratza returns 
home by way of Venice (summer); Manuel makes efforts 
to win outside aid; with help from the Hospitalers of 
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Chronological Outline 


Bayazid renews active assaults on Constantinople (winter ) 
and on Galata; Venice sends some aid; with this and other 


_help the Turks are beaten off; hardship mounts in the city; 
ae Manuel sends appeals to various rulers; likewise the Patri- 


arch, who writes (January) to Jagiello of Poland-Lithuania, 
holding out prospects of Church union after aid is given 
and also to the Muscovite Church and Principality; failure 
of Sigismund’s plans for a new expedition; death of Patri- 
arch Antonios (May); his successor, Kallistos II, dies after 
a few months and is followed in his See by Matthaios; 
amid a slight relaxation of the Turkish blockade Manuel 
makes new appeals to the West, sending Nicholas Notaras 
and then Theodore Palaeologus Cantacuzenus as his am- 
bassadors to France and England; John VII attempts 
vainly to sell his rights to the Imperial title to the King of 
France (July-August); a Turkish force under Timurtash 
and Iakoub Pasha ravages the Peloponnesus. 


Charles VI of France promises to aid the Emperor; Pope 
Boniface IX issues an appeal (April) for Western help to 
Byzantium. 


Boniface assists Manuel’s son-in-law, Hilario Doria, in 
fund raising in the West, producing some contributions 
(Siena; England); Charles VI of France mounts a small 
expedition under Marshal Boucicaut, a veteran of the 
Crusade of Nicopolis, which sets sail (June 26) and is 
cordially welcomed at Constantinople, to which it brings 
some relief; Manuel and Boucicaut lead it in minor raids 
in surrounding areas, but can accomplish’ substantially 
little; Boucicaut recommends a personal appeal by Manuel 
in the West; John VII is brought from Selymbria to Con- 
stantinople (December 4) and a reconciliation with Man- 
uel is effected; leaving John as regent, with some French 
troops under Chateaumorand, Manuel sails with Boucicaut 
(December 10), taking his family; the Patriarch Matthaios 
writes to the Metropolitan of Kiev to explain the new 
arrangement and to beg aid. 


John VII holds Constantinople, despite Bayazid’s threats 
and mounting hardship in the city; final arrangements for 


Chronological Outline See VTE 


1401 


Manuel’s journey are completed in the Morea, where 
Manuel leaves his wife and children, sailing for Venice 
(spring); there, Manuel is received with. honor, and 
Boucicaut proceeds ahead of him to France; Manuel 
crosses Italy, through Padua, Vicenza, and Pavia, and is 
grandly received by Gian Galeazzo Visconti in Milan, 
where Manuel Chrysoloras is. then visiting; Pope Boniface 
IX issues a new bull on Manuel’s behalf (May 27), but 
Manuel probably does not meet him yet; from Milan 
Manuel proceeds to France, and is received at Charenton, 
outside Paris, by the King and a vast throng (June 3), 
being thereafter ceremoniously entertained; Manuel writes 
his Letter \C’; aid and a new expedition under Boucicaut 
are promised; Manuel enters into contact, through his 
ambassador Alexios Vranas, with King Martin I of Aragon, 
King Henry III of Castile, King Charles of Navarre (sum- 
mer and thereafter), and other kings, to ask their participa- 
tion in the new expedition; through Peter de Holt of the 
Hospitalers Manuel negotiates (summer and thereafter) a 
visit to England; Charles VI suffers a fit of insanity 
(August-September); Manuel goes to Calais with Holt 
(October) and eventually crosses to England; he is re- 
ceived with great honor at Canterbury (December 13) 
and London (December 21) by Henry IV, who promises 
his aid; Timur (Tamerlane) begins his campaigns in Asia 
Minor and beyond, capturing Sivas (Sebasteia: August) 


and Aleppo; Theodore I, needing their aid against the. 


Turks, cedes more of the Morea, including Mistra; to the 


Hospitalers, but riots and popular resistance hamper the 


scheme; apparently about this time Manuel’s third son, 
Adronicus, is born while Helena is in the Morea. 


In London, Manuel writes his Letter 4n’; he receives be- 
lated English financial contributions made good by Henry 
IV (letter of thanks, February 3); Manuel returns to 
France (mid-February); reaching Paris (late February), 
he joins King Charles VI in ceremonies at Saint-Denys; 
amid mounting hardships, hopes of relief, and negotiations 
with the Turks, the Patriarch Matthaios defends himself 
against rumors of secret dealings with Bayazid; Timur 


pwe seuerA sorxeTy siopessequre sty ysnorq} Ayeroedsa 
‘SOMA OY} UI pre Io svayd pue sjoejuOO sonuTUOD jenuey] 
‘(19q030Q e7eT) OftaxTD ep zeyezuoy Any “mu, 0} Iop 
~essequie UelseD ey jo jenueyl Aq uondeoer ‘(1aq0109 
o}e[) voTuoTessoyy, Wyol SurArTs pue syusWOSueIIe UoOIsseo 
~ons wo Surserse “uyof YILA Uonepouuoooe ue 0} Spyer 
jenueyl ‘(2 19q0300 ) Wopoy] FO Joop UeNouaA ve Aq poywoy 
-op Woy} St pue ‘UoULe;suezyUS YOns sploAe ‘e}oIpUeXOTY 
WO pre esooues & BuIpUS “YNeoTONog ‘eoruoressoy,y, Youye 
wey} “WI YIM Jay}080} ‘pue jnvoONog jo pre oy} UIA 0} 
ydureyye ue UT OIsNTHIS [][ COssoURT,Y AAVI-UI-lou}eT sIy 
Aq poutol st pue soqsery 0} soos uyof ‘soumey 0} uy 
sojixe jonueyy ‘uyof 0} ostmoid sty Supyeerq “TTA wyol 
‘Aq peateoer st oy pue ‘(¢)ueurkeng Sueur (A[qissod) 
‘(4g eun{) oreq} sorte oy ‘ojdounuejsuop 10f s}redep 
ay pue ‘(6g AJ.) eULOY jA00se [ony] PWeIs suBOUE A” 
pue ossomes) oy} ‘ourejodriseA ye AIUMey sty pue ponueyy 
JeeuL 0} sa08 oy ‘uorpenbs eseoussd & YM yNvoONog jo 
jeALtre ‘uorneyodsuey 1oj sofueA WIM suoneioseu Joy} 
sjenuey, ‘(Surtds) pouryooyy Aq poly pue urese poyeojop 
. oq 0} Buraimjer ‘TTA uyof pue etdounuesuoD 0} sooH vst 
‘aloy} [BALL pue IoY}OIQ STU “es] syoVye “IOUL]AY VISY UI stos 
spizeAeg jo ovo ‘poumoay ‘valoy, oy} JO ayejodsaq eq} 
Ur siveye YIM Fesumy sordnooo jonueyy ‘ourejodipiseA ye 
Ajvurey sty Surutofex ‘serojosAryD jenueyy Aq peruvduroooe 
‘BolOJ] OY} JOT (TLIdy-prut) sormeA seAvoyl oy pue ‘ou 
eumnsuoo wonez0dsue.9 sjonuey, Joy s}uswesueite xeyd 
-WI0d {(YoIVJA, 9}¥[) SOMA Saver JonuBYy ‘YoOTVUL pres 
-otoy sunny, Sump eandeo v se (g yore) sorp pizeAvg 
‘ayo[ JO M€-Ul-Taqsis oIsnyMIeTD & BulArew ose 107] 
‘ILA ugqof Sq yodseq, fo epFH ot} WeATS pue o10y} petoojem 
suteq ‘ejdouryue}suoy S}ISIA BIqieg Jo IAeTezeT Uvyols 
‘erhouy ye pizeAvg SULAIOS Io}Je oto ABAA sty WO ‘}WastIOO 
Io ospayMouy sjonueyy ynouM (ATqissod) euop Sureq 
sty} ye ‘ardury oy} 0} “voruoyessoyy, Suripnpur ‘ArO}LLe} 
pue soved o[qeioaey syuers yor ‘(0g Areniqe,y ynoqe) 
sioMod uensiIqy) snoieA pue uvurdeyng usemjoq AIve.4 8 
Buus ut sutol TTA wyof ‘reSsuoy Aue ornssoid pueysyIAs 0} 
erqvun ‘suonsenb uonyiiodsuv1 pute oreuto[dip wo eortta A 
YIM suonenoset ponuyuoo ‘vreite,y pue ‘oeley} YI 9oeF 


XIXX aUuYyING JodojoUdLYy) 











-tuog edog (Ajqissod) Sumeour ‘souei0;,4 ysnory} sessed 
(sdeyzed) oy ‘(Q[ Atenigeq) eoued SurAvey ‘uoryeredo 
-09 UeTOUSA sTqIssod YIM UOTOe YSMpIN]-Hue Iof suoyey 
-ofeu s}dureye pue (Zz Arenue[) voues) UT soArLre Jonuey] 


*(requresacq ) 
yi Burjoes pue Sururtojs ‘siopeydsoy ey} wor eutdug 
soye} inuiry, ‘stamod uensuyy ueesey jo enseo, e sutol 
yng ‘oun OF syTeis [TA Uyo[l ‘sueNstyH oy} YIAA Wonepou 
-ul0008 ue Joy sossoid pue (sodomy) vyeuny ur Jfesuxy 
soystfqejso weurkeyng ‘AiO}LLIe} YSsTyM], Jo sjted amos 
suos spizedeg se ‘(d[% IaquUIoAON) Sieg soAvey pue Win} 
-o1 0} soredeid jonuey ‘(1oquieydeg) j10der 0} souelg 0} 
(asn3ny) Jues puvioumevoyeyH ‘murty, 0} sesmoid 0} dn 
dAT] 0} s[rey wyol ‘sym, oy wears diay eumtos pue ‘Aorjod 
ULYSLIY JUA}SIsMOO Jo yoRy ‘1oUostId Usye} st pizeAeg pue 
pereyeys st Aulre ysppMy, ety yor ur ‘(gg An[) erAouy 
jo ae oy) UW Ysep muy, pue pizedeg “no ported st 
sIq} or0jeq ‘pizeAeg 0} A}10 OY} JO JepusLs oy oSsueLIE 0} 
sdoys soyei [TA wyol ‘muy, worz djey tof sedoy fo oqds ur 
‘sayelotiejep oydounueysuop Ul WoneNnys oy} oftyAs “oouely 
ur ‘Ajssoyedoy sxoBur, jenueyy ‘(9g oun) FeYyoq syonueyy 
ao T[NG B sonsst [[[X JrIpeueg ‘area oAord djey uM 07 
sjeodde pue sjovywoo Bumuyuo ‘souLyoop unvyT jo won 
~eynjor Buoy e pue ‘a1Anoy oy} wt Aysede} v Jo wuondriosep 
sty Suntim Aq ose our Butssed ‘ gr toyeTy sry ( d1eIT 
-1ee IO ‘Woy}) SeyIM jonury, ‘pre sursseq “Sury ystpsuq 
ay 0} WAO sty wo (T oUN[) sopIM TIA UYyol ‘dpey saw 
0} oINyrey s AT Aruep ysvoy ye Jo TTA uyol suLtosur fonuey 


‘Aouepuedep 
qouery @ Mou ‘(utENyNe) BoUed jo IOUIAADD se pee}s 
-ul ynvOONog jo yuowjutodde ‘repunoyz sued wonrpedxe 
Se JWOULUOISHyIsIp jo ssurmurseq ‘uornqryuoo sty fo synd 
uoseiy fo J unrey ‘ATery ur djay ura 0} sprey snSojoovreg 
sniqeuleq, orl pue a * Y SIayo'T ST SoyIM of pue 


é 


‘sonugtos wustumdo sjonuvyy ‘stent reyO YIM pue ‘TITX 


yorpeusg edog-nue 91) TRIM pue syoreuour ysrueds qIIA- 


SOFT 


GOFT 


seuvlA Ysnormy} (reurUINs) s}oeyUOO IoTAMF ‘ooueryle ue “a 


eyLU PUB WTY JOR}UOO 0} uUIseq s}dumeye UEYsUIYD dABy 
Bupjorye pue pepyseg Supe, ‘usredureo sny senupyuos 


auljnd jDIIBZOjOU0LYD 


TITAXX 


XX 


1404. 


1405 


1406 


1407 


1408 


Chronological Outline 


Constantine Rhallis Palaeclogus, during this time and the 
next few years; about this time Manuel writes his two brief 


literary works on the fall of Bayazid. 


Treaty of Vasilipotamo (May 5), settling the final with- 
drawal of the Hospitalers from the Peloponnesus; proposal 
(spring) by Philippe de Naillac, Grand Master of the 
Hospitalers, for a general Christian alliance against the 
Turks, unheeded. 


Birth of Manuel’s fourth son, the future Emperor Con- 
stantine XI (February 8); Manuel’s friendly contact with 
Pope Innocent VII (spring); Manuel's second son, Theo- 
dore, sent to the Morea to be educated to succeed Theo- 
‘dore I; death of Timur in Samarkand. 


Byzantine treaty with Venice renewed (May 22); about 
this time, or thereafter, Manuel writes his so-called 
Praecepta educationis regiae and his so-called Orationes 
ethico-politicae, with the accompanying Letter vy’, all for 
his oldest son and heir, John (VIII). 


Death of Manuel’s brother, Theodore I of the Morea; 
Suleyman crosses to Anatolia (Asia Minor) to begin his 
assault on the lands there of his brother Mechmed 
(spring?), enjoying some immediate success, Manuel 
Chrysoloras is sent West to renew contacts with Latin 
courts and to investigate chances of aid; he arrives in 


Venice (December). 


Manuel Chrysoloras proceeds to Genoa (April 18) and the 

to Paris, where he presents Manuel’s gift of the manuscript 
of the Pseudo-Dionysius to the Monastery of Saint-Denys; 
Manuel II sails to the Morea (summer?), to help 
strengthen the government there of his son Theodore II; 
Manuel’s initial plans made for rebuilding the Hexamilion 
across the Isthmus of Corinth; about this time (or soon 
after) he writes his Funeral Oration for His Brother Theo- 
dore, and about this time he also writes his Letters pt" (?) 
and va’; death of John VII in Thessalonica (September), 
having taken the monastic name of Ioasaph; leaving the 
Morea, Manuel hastens to Thessalonica to install his son 
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1409 


1410 


1411 


1412 


Andronicus as Despot there; Manuel’s important prostagma 
on monastic taxation is issued during his stay in this city 
(December 1). 


Manuel returns to Constantinople (beginning of the 
year?); Manuel Chrysoloras visits England, stopping at 
London and Salisbury; Mechmed has his brother Musa 
cross to Europe to draw Suleyman out of Asia Minor; 
Manuel's sixth son, Thomas, is born. 


Manuel’s proposal to Venice for an anti-Turkish coalition 
to take advantage of Turkish wars of succession is evaded 
by the Venetian Senate (January 10); Musa, with his 
allies Mircea of Wallachia and (briefly) Stefan Lazarevi¢é 
of Serbia, invades Rumelia; his victory over Suleyman’s 
Beylerbey at Jamboli (February 18); Suleyman returns to 
Europe and wins a closer alliance with Manuel; Musa is 
defeated before Constantinople by Suleyman’s army (June 
15); falling back, Musa is defeated again at Adrianople 
(July 11); Manuel Chrysoloras travels to Spain and then 
returns to Italy; to him Manuel II writes (end of year?) 
his Letter vs’; shortly thereafter, he writes his Letter vt’ to 


Chrysoloras, accompanying a copy of his Funeral Oration; 


Manuel Chrysoloras in Bologna with Pope John XXIII; 
death of the Patriarch Matthaios (August) and election of 
of Euthymios II (October) as successor. 


Suleyman wastes his advantages while Musa rebuilds his 
forces; Musa’s second invasion, defeating, capturing, and. 
executing Suleyman (February 17); Musa besieges Con- 
stantinople and other Byzantine holdings and attacks 
Serbia; Venice. steers a neutral course; Manuel repulses 
Musa at Constantinople, and his fleet (under Manuel, an 
illegitimate son of John V) defeats the Turkish ships; 
Manuel Chrysoloras accompanies Pope John XXIII to 
Rome (April); Manuel II courts Mechmed of Anatolia; 
betrothal of John (VIII), Manuel’s heir, to Anna of 
Moscow. 


Mechmed is drawn to Europe, but is defeated by Musa 
(July); new preparations and coalitions against Musa, 
now including Stefan Lazarevi¢; decline of Musa’s support 
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Chronological Outline 


ages Latin participation in the proposed expedition; 
Nicholas Eudaimonoioannes brings the Latin brides for 


_ y,John .(Sophia of Montferrat) and Theodore I (Cleopa 


1421 


1422 


‘’ Malatesta) from Italy (summer). 


John VIII is married to Sophia of Montferrat and is desig- 
nated co-Emperor (January 19); Mechmed requests trans- 
portation across the Straits; Manuel resists the pressure of 
the war party to seize the Sultan; the elaborate reception 
and escort of Mechmed by the Emperors (winter-spring Je 
Mechmed’s return (spring), new negotiations, and the 
death of Mechmed (May 21); the war party, led by John 
VII, presses for use of the pretender Mustafa as the 
Byzantine candidate for the Turkish succession; Manuel 
yields to this plan and retires from the government; John 
assists Mustafa in taking Gallipoli and seizing Rumelia 
(late summer—autumn ); but Mustafa refuses to keep his 
promise to yield Gallipoli to the Empire, disaffecting and 
embarrassing the Byzantines. 


Mustafa crosses to Anatolia (January 20) but is driven 
back by Murad II, is defeated and is executed (spring); 
rejecting peace overtures, Murad begins to besiege Con- 
stantinople (June); John VIII leads the defense success- 
fully against an elaborate investment by the Turks (in- 
cluding cannon); accusation and execution of the inter- 
preter Theologos Korax as a traitor; the Turks’ general 
assault (August 24) fails; Manuel returns to active exer- 
cise of power, encouraging civil war in Anatolia on behalf 
of Murad II’s younger brother Mustafa; Murad abandons 
the siege (September 6); the third appointee as Papal 
legate, Antonio da Massa, succeeds in reaching Constanti- 
nople (September 10) and is received by Manuel (Sep-. 
tember 16); the young prince Mustafa arrives in Con- 
stantinople (September 30); amid all these dealings, 
Manuel suffers a paralytic stroke (October 1), which dis- 
rupts the government; John VIII carries on both negotia- 
tions, hearing the legate’s proposals (October); Patriarch 
Joseph and his synod prepare the Byzantine answers 
(October 19), which are formally presented (November 
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1428 


1424 


1425 


i4), ending prospects and. illusions of immediate Church 
union. . 


Murad II crosses to Anatolia (winter-spring) and puts 
down the revolt on behalf of young Mustafa, who is 
executed; renewed Turkish menace to the Empire: the 
Pope and Venice fruitlessly discuss aid for the Empire; a 
Turkish army under Turachan breaks through the ineffec: 
tively manned Hexamilion (May 21-22), ravaging the 
Peloponnesus and massacring the Albanians settled there 
at Tavia (June 5); the Turks besiege Thessalonica; family 
strife in Constantinople and the flight of Manuel's fifth 
son, Demetrius, with Hilario Doria and others (summer); 
unable to maintain Thessalonica, its government, under the 
ailing Despot Andronicus, negotiates (summer), with the 
approval of Constantinople, to place Thessalonica in Vene- 
tian hands, which is arranged (September); the regular 
Byzantine treaty with Venice is renewed by John VIII 
(September 30); leaving his brother Constantine as regent 

John VIII sails from Constantinople (November 15) to 
seek aid personally, especially from Venice and Sigismund; 

arriving in Venice (December 15), John begins long 
negotiations. 


During John’s absence, Byzantine ambassadors arrange a 
disadvantageous peace with Murad II (February 20/22) 
on terms of yielding territory and paying tribute to the 
Turks; John goes to Milan and other northern Italian cities 
(February to May), finally traveling to Hungary: (sum- 
mer), accomplishing little in discussions with Sigismund; 
John returns by the Danube and the Black Sea to Con- 
stantinople (November 1). 


Adopting monastic garb under the name of Matthaios on 
his deathbed, Manuel expires (July 21?) and is buried in 
the Church of the Pantokrator amid scenes of deep public 
mourning. 
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eer Introduction 


ters, theologian—a person of many talents and interests, excelling 

in all, Manuel Palaeologus would have been a man of extraordi- 

nary ‘interest whenever he might have lived. Living when he 

. did, he is all the more fascinating and all the more in need of 
thorough study. 

It was more than a century ago that there appeared the first— 
and still the only—full-length modern work on the entire span of 
Manuel’s life and activities. This work was Jules Berger de 
Xivrey’s Mémoire sur la vie et les ouvrages de Tempereur Manuel 
Paléologue.* Its very title indicates its scope: the man and the 
Emperor; his activities, personal, political, and literary. A com- 
parison of its length, a scant 181 pages of actual text, with that 
of the present study will provide a rough if not fully complete 
sndication of the vaster resources of material available to us 
today which Berger de Xivrey did not have at his disposal. 

Indeed, his work was written under what might now seem the 
greatest of handicaps. His general source material was limited 
to the standard Greek historians and to some scant Western 
materials. Few of Manuel’s own works had yet been published, 
and for these vital sources Berger de Xivrey was obliged to use 
the chief manuscript itself of most of the Emperor's writings, the 
Parisinus 8041. Little serious study of Manuel had been made 
previously, and although the image of this Emperor had been 
seen to flit through the pages of classic general histories, such 
as those of Edward Gibbon, Charles Lebeau, and, soon after, 
George Finlay, there was, relatively speaking, virtually no sec- 
ondary literature on the subject. Inevitably, these handicaps led 
the author into statements, misinterpretations, errors, Or OVver- 
sights that now seem grotesque. Yet, even granting such failures, 
Berger de Xivrey handled the material he had with care and 
imagination. Many of his observations are penetrating and per- 
ceptive and have pioneered in elucidating his difficult subject. 
If his study may by now be smugly retired as largely obsolete, it 
must still be admired for what it was as an achievement in its 
time and noted for what it may yet offer. 

Unjustly or otherwise, part of the stature of Berger de Xivrey’s 
work has been based on the fact that no one has yet attempted 


1. Mémoires de [Institut de France, Académie des Inscriptions et Belles- 
Lettres, XIX, 2 (Paris, 1853), 1-201. 
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to supersede it. There have been, however, several important 
studies of aspects of Manuel’s life or activity which are worthy 


of particular notice. Three subjects have inspired large-scale at- 


tention. The first is the Emperor’s diplomatic relations, and this 
subject has evoked two short works. Unfortunately, neither is a 


_major advance. The brief fifty-one-page study in modern Greek 


by Antonios Mompherratos, Diplomatic Activities of Manuel II 
Palaiologos in Europe and Asia,’ does gather together a certain 
range of information, but it is generally superficial. The second 
work, a short monograph by the Spanish scholar Sebastian Cirac 
Estopatian, La unidn, Manuel IT Paledlogo y sus recuerdos en 
Espafia,* in spite of its promising title, is essentially a study 
only of the documents of Manuel's dealings with various Spanish 
courts and with the Avignonese Anti-Pope. It is useful as far as 
it goes, but, as a whole, the work has little real scope or inter- 
pretative insight. 

The second subject is Manuel’s celebrated journey to the West. 
The most extensive study, and still the basic one, on this episode 
is the long article by the great Alexander Alexandrovich Vasiliev, 
“The Journey of the Byzantine Emperor Manuel JI Palaeologus 
to Western Europe (1399-1408).” * Less detailed and more su- 
perficial, but still quite useful, is the briefer study on the same 
subject by the French scholar Gustave Schlumberger.* The third 
aspect of Manuel’s life which has attracted important attention 
has recently called forth the newest and most significant major 
work on this Emperor since Berger de Xivrey’s study. This is The 


28 2. Since the present book was written, T. Khoury has published his article, ° 
“L’Empereur Manuel II Paléologue (1350-1425), Esquisse biographique * 
in Proche-Orient chrétien, 15 (1965), 127-144. This includes a brief survey 
of the major studies on Manuel and his reign, followed by a concise but 
comprehensive sketch of the Emperor’s life. His comments and chronology 
rarely disagree with my own, but this article will be cited occasionally here- 
oe ce some point requires special attention. 

. Aimhopatixal évéoyetat Mavound B’ tod j év Evod 
thee ans neo : 3 n tov ILoAkaoddyou év Edowny 

- saan tae 1952. : 

> ¥ uteSestvie vizantijskogo imperatora Manuila Palaeologa po Za j 
Evropie (1899-1403),” Zurnal ministerstva odo eee 
(Journal of the Ministry of Public Education), N.S. 39 (1912), 41-78, 260- 
4 (in Russian). 

. “Un Empereur de Byzance 4 Paris et Londres,” originally publis i 
Revue des deux mondes, 30 (1915), republished in he viithor s cain 
Byzance et Croisades: Pages médiévales (Paris, 1927), 87-147. 
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xiii : Introduction 


Byzance, 1204-1453 by Gérard: Walter.* Useful, if not always 
accurate or fully up to date is Averkios Th. Papadopulos’ im- 
pressive Versuch einer Genealogie der Palaiologen, 1259-1453." 
_..-For Turkish history, the old classic by Joseph von Hammer- 
Purgstall, Geschichte des osmanischen Reiches,”* is badly out of 
date and has been superseded to a great extent by Nicholae 
“Torga’s work of the same title.” More recent is the somewhat 
controversial but trail-blazing The Foundation of the Ottoman 
Empire,® by Herbert A. Gibbons, in spite of its unreasonably 
arbitrary and abrupt ending at the death of Bayazid. Early 
Osmanli history, however, is still very much in need of an ex- 
tended and up-to-date scholarly study. 

If the secondary literature bearing on Manuel has expanded 
enormously in the past century, the primary literature has un- 
dergone no less significant amplification. Regrettably, there is 
still no single, fully adequate Byzantine source for the late four- 
teenth and early fifteenth centuries. The span of Manuel's life 
coincides exactly with the gap between the ends of the works 
by Cantacuzenus and Gregoras and the really detailed coverage 
‘by three of the four historians of the fall of Constantinople. 
Tragic as were the events of this crucial period, it is the more 
sad that they did not produce a major historian. What might a 
Thucydides have done with the decline of Byzantium! Thus, we 
are still obliged to draw what we can from the scattered, often 
contradictory, or at least confusing, allusions and scraps of in- 
formation in the introductory sections of the three later historians. 

But even dealing with these basic sources is not the same as 





14, Paris, 1958. 

15. Inaugural Dissertation, Munich, 1938; reprint, 1962. 

16. The German edition used here is that published in ten volumes in 
Pest, 1827-35, as reprinted in Graz, 1963; also cited for cross-reference value 
is the French translation by J. J. Hellert, 18 vols., Paris, 1835-43. 

17. Gotha, 1900-10, in five volumes. 

18. New York, 1916. Cf. the critique by P. Wittek, The Rise of the Otto- 
man Empire (Royal Asiatic Society Monograph, XXII, London, 1938), 4; 
Wittek’s essay is itself, of course, a provocative contribution. As this book 
goes to press, a new publication has appeared: E, Werner’s Die Geburt einer 
Crossmacht—Die Osmanen (1300-1481); Ein Beitrag zur Genesis des tiirk- 
ischen Feudalsimus (Forschungen zur mittelalterlichen Geschichte, 13, Ber- 
lin, 1966). This is a comprehensive and interesting study, but its selectively 
specialized emphases do not really require any revision in the above comment 
as to the continued need for more broadly focused work in this period of 


Turkish history. 
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it was for Berger de Xivrey; for one of them can no longer be 
accepted as trustworthy. It had long been assumed that. the 
so-called Chronicon Maius by the courtier-historian Georgios 
Phrantzes, or Sphrantzes—as we have now come to recognize the 
correct spelling of his name *—was a more extensive and polished 


counterpart of the same author’s briefer Chronicon Minus. As a 


result, the Maius had long been used by scholars while the Minus 
even when available, was largely ignored. In recent years, fa 
ever, intense scrutiny and re-evaluation have made clear that 
the Maius is not an authentic work of Sphrantzes, but is, rather 
a fraudulent compilation of the sixteenth century, niobabhy i. 
the known forger Makarios Melissenos.”° The Minus is apparently 


19. This revision of orthography has been put f justi 
V. Laurent in his discussion of the Sraba Soaarthe ot = pee i 
Byzantinische Zeitschrift, 44 (1951), 373-378: for some further ieee 
on the question, see Dennis, p. 4, n. 6. Also, for a peripheral study, see P. S 
leanne tala Témoinages roumaines sur les formes Sphrantzés et 
al ee eoue des études byzantines, 19 (1961 = Mélanges R. Janin), 
20. The literature on this question has grown consider 
but several important articles should be aod here, Oe Meee 
important suggestions of the doubtful qualities of the Maius was made by 
J. B. Falier-Papadopoulos in his “Phrantzés est-il réellement Yauteur de la 
grande chronique qui porte son nom?” Actes du IV Congrés international 
des études byzantines (=Izvestija na bulgarskija archeologicheski institut. 
9, 1935), 177-189. (One should-note the recent and posthumous republica- 
tion of most of this scholar’s articles on this question in one collection, entitled 
Ai xegl tod Pewgyiov Dgavrti diateubat, Athens, 1957.) Further indi- 
cation of the unreliability of the Maius was given by Loenertz in his “La 
Date de la lettre }’ de Manuel Paléologue et l’inauthenticité du ‘Chronicon 
Maius de Georges Phrantzés,” Echos d’Orient, 39 (1940-42), 91-99. And 
it was again the latter scholar who, in his long and detailed study “Autour 
de Chronicon Maius attribué 4 Georges Phrantzés,” Studi e Testi, 123 
(Vatican City, 1946), 273-311, has provided a devastating and virtuall 
irrefutable demonstration at last of the complete inauthenticity of this fcr 
For a discussion of its apparent perpetrator, see Délger, “Ein literarischer 
und diplomatischer Falscher des 16. Jahrhunderts: Metropolit Makarios von 
Monembasia,” in Otto Glauning zum 60. Geburtstag, Festansgabe aus Wis- 
senschaft und Bibliotek (Leipzig, 1936), 25-35, reprinted in the author’s 
collection Byzantinische Diplomatik (Ettal, 1956), 371-383. The most recent 
discussion of the two texts and their problems of authorship is the article by 
their latest editor, V. Grecu, “Georgios Sphrantzes: Leben und Werk— 
Makarios Melissenos und sein Werk—Die Ausgabe,” Byzantinoslavica, 26 
(1965), 62-73; also, for further comments on the background and authen- 
ticity of the Minus, the same scholar’s paper, “Das Memoirenwerk des 
Georgios Sphrantzes,” Actes du XII¢ Congrés internationale des études 
byzantines, Ohrid 1961 (Belgrade, 1964), 327-341. For a more general 
discussion of the entire problem of the authenticity and authorship of these 
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xlvi Ss Introduction 


One means of bridging this-gap in our source material, by 
means of extended surveys of the texts in summaries, is at best a 
poor;substitute, of value only in the absence of an immediate 
_altémative. Such a sequence of surveys was provided on a 
limited scale by Iorga in the first volume of his Notes et extraits 
nour servir 4 Uhistoire des croisades au XV® siécle,?" which also 
‘includes important Genoese texts. A more ambitious and laudable 
treatment of strictly Venetian material was recently attempted 
by F. Thiriet in his Régestes des delibérations du Sénat de 
Venise concernant la Romanie.”® But as striking as Thiriet’s work 
seems at frst encounter, its usefulness is seriously impaired by 
frequent omissions of important deliberations and, even worse, 
by grave and often inexcusable mistakes, distortions, or over- 
sights in the individual summaries. Further, Thiriet ignores the 
availability of many deliberation texts, not only in individual 
publications here and there, but also in such an important col- 
lection as that of S. Ljubi¢ in the Monumenta spectantia his- 
toriam Slavorum meridionalium. It is regrettable that the job 
was not more thoroughly done, but, even with its flaws, Thiriet’s 
work is still exceedingly useful and important. 

In addition to historical writings and documentary materials, 
a third major category of sources is particularly significant for 
the Palaeologan era in comparison with other periods of Byzan- 
tine history. This is the realm of essentially literary works. In- 
deed, a rich bulk of such material survives, which will require 
extensive study and publication for some time to come before 
the fullest knowledge of the Palaeologan period will be possible. 
Many of these works, on religious or abstractly speculative sub- 
jects, are, of course, of little or no historical value. But panegyrics, 
orations, and various-discourses on a wide range of themes can 
often be of great importance. 

By far the most significant part of this category, however, is 
correspondence. There are, regrettably, handicaps in the use of 
such material. Written within a small coterie of the intellectual 
elite of their day, these letters were cast as exercises in ultra- 

27. Paris, 1899, followed by two more volumes, collecting material pre- 


viously published in Reoue de [Orient latin, 4 (1896) to 8 (1900), in serial- 


ized format. 
98. Three volumes, Paris, 1958-59-61, covering, respectively, the years 


1329-99, 1400-30, 1431-63. 
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refined rhetorical elegance. Their. style is usually a supreme dis- 
tiation of all the obscurity and distortion of grarmmar, syntax, 
and vocabulary in which the late Byzantine writers reveled. As 
such, these letters were intended more to provide intellectual 
stimulation and to serve as a needed escape from the ghastly 
realities of the day than to convey information. Indeed, the rules 
of the game often call for concealing information, allusions, 
names, and facts as far as possible within the stylistic maze. Thus, 
even after the modern reader has fought his way through such 
essays, he is more likely than not to emerge at the end with a 
disappointingly small amount of content or information. Never- 
theless, these texts should not be ignored, for here and there 
among them one can in fact find some which yield really valuable 
tidbits of information. We are thus very much indebted to the 
common custom at that time of copying and preserving large 
quantities of these letters, as more than merely ephemeral com- 
munications. . 

In this department of correspondence, one of the most im- 
portant single contributors, at least for our purposes, was De- 
metrius Cydones. Scholar, man of letters, man of affairs, coun- . 
selor and intimate of two Emperors (John VI Cantacuzenus and 
John V Palaeologus), he was also the teacher and friend of a 
third, Manuel Palaeologus himself. Among his surviving literary 
works are some four hundred and fifty letters of varying length 
and content, to various friends and acquaintances, and of di- 
vergent value. Many of them, however, contain information and 
allusions of the greatest significance for the student of this 
period.”® For a long time these letters were not available in 


29. For a concise estimate of the importance of Cydones and his works, 
especially his letters, in the context of the sources for this period, see Cha- 
ranis, “The Greek Historical Sources of the Second Half of the Fourteenth 
Century,” Bulletin of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in America, 2 
(1944), 406-412. Some useful comments on Cydones’ letters and their con- 
tents may be found in Laurent’s “La Correspondance de Démétrius Cydonés,” 
Echos d Orient, 30 (1931), 339-354. The most important discussion of 
Cydones’ letters for our purposes, however, has been offered by Loenertz, 
the leading modern scholar of these texts, in his series of articles entitled 
“Manuel Paléologue et Démétrius Cydonés, Remarques sur leur correspond- 
ances: Premiére série,” Echos d’Orient, 36 (1937), 271-287; “Deuxiéme © 
série,” Echos dOrient, 36 (1937), 474-487; “Troisiéme série,” Echos 
d Orient, 37 (1938), 107-124. These articles contain invaluable observations 
on the whole range of this period and are of fundamental importance for its 
study. In view of the frequency with which they must be cited, and of the 
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] . > Introduction 


midable factor of their style, itis astonishing that so many of 
them contain really valuable material which has gone virtually 
unnoticed all. these years. 

-. In the field of editions, we are at a somewhat greater ad- 
vantage than Berger de Xivrey, who worked only from manu- 
script and, at that, from one not containing all the Emperor's 
surviving works. Now there are at least adequate editions of 
many of these literary works, including most of the really im- 
portant ones.** But unfortunately there is still much to be done. 
Many works remain unpublished, and a good critical edition of 
Manuel’s complete works is vitally needed. 

Indeed, the very absence of a really satisfactory publication 
of this important corpus of texts prevents, at this time, the writing 
of a truly complete study of all aspects of Manuel Palaeologus 
with the same scope that Berger de Xivrey attempted. The pres- 
ent book is therefore by no means a biography in the conven- 
sonal sense of the word. Yet, the large accumulation of new 
secondary literature and the availability of fuller source material 
during the last century have made the time ripe to some ¢x- 
tent for a re-evaluation of at least some facets of this remarkable 
Emperor's life and reign. 

The principal emphasis of the present study is therefore the 
political aspect. It is not intended to be a history of Byzantium 
during the seventy-five years of Manuel’s life, but rather an 
examination of Manuel’s involvement in political events and his 
contributions to them; of the problems which he faced and his 
reactions to them. The basic concern is thus both Manuel in 
Byzantine politics and Byzantine politics through Manuel; for 
in him we may observe not only the history of hi- time, but also 
the operation of first-class Byzantine statesmanship in action in 
the days even of the Empire's final decay. 

33. Most of the letters in the chief manuscript of Manuel's writings have 
been published by E. Legrand, Lettres de lempereur Manuel Paléologue 
(Paris, 1893; reprint, 1962), with a few short works added. The editor 
promised a commentary, but it never appeared, which is regrettable; for his 
edition gives only the texts without any synopses or explanations which 
Palaeologan literary works so badly need. (Rev. George T. Dennis has 
informed me of his plans to publish a new critical edition of Manuel’s Letters, 
which will, of course, supersede Legrand’s publication, once it appears.) The 
principal collection of Manuel's other writings in print is in Migne’s Patro- 
logia graeca, Vol. 156. Other editions of specific texts are cited in due course, 
and may be found in the bibliography. 
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The pursuit of these goals involves two approaches. The first, 
the synthesis of all current secondary literature hardly requires 
any defense or explanation. Since this literature has become so 
extensive and diverse, the need by this time to pull together the 
multitude of short articles and studies and to place their con- 
tributions in proper context was one of the incentives for writing 
this book. Of course, in instances where a topic has already been 
examined thoroughly, most notably in the respective major 
studies of Dennis and Vasiliev, there is no point in repeating their 
labors at length; their findings are thus gratefully absorbed with 
all due credit. . 

The second approach is the more difficult, and, as it is also 
more unusual, it merits brief discussion. Plainly, it is desirable to 
make use as far as possible of all the material in Manuel’s 
own writings bearing on his political activity and on whatever 
else is relevant. Study of this material soon suggests that discus- 
sion of the deeds of an Emperor who was so adept at self- 
expression, by the standards of his age, can be no _ better 
supported or illuminated than by his own words. Such use of 
Manuel’s own words, in translation, has therefore become one of - 
the basic features of the present work. 

There is no denying, of course, that this is a dangerous pro- 
cedure at best. It imposes a great handicap, since Manuel’s style 
is usually so rhetorical and intricate that, even when it has been 
understood, it is very difficult to transmute it intelligibly into a 
modern rendering. It is easy to rush to either of two extremes. 
One is to translate as literally as possible, producing’ near gib- 
berish, which may reproduce faithfully the author’s stylistic traits 
in his own tongue, but which is virtually unintelligible even with 
a battery of ponderous explanatory footnotes. The other extreme 
is to give free paraphrases of the original, smoothing out the 
author’s tortuous twists and turns and reducing his ideas and 
statements to easy clarity. But the latter course also has great 
disadvantages, for it is both an injustice to the author and a 
dangerous oversimplification for the reader, destroying the flavor 
and spirit, as well as the letter, of the original. 

Moreover, since the chief interest in translating these works is — 
not to present them for any purely literary value, real or inter- 
polated, but rather to use them to give insights into Manuel the 
Emperor and the man, it is desirable to retain as much as pos- 
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as little more than a ruined and dwindling local state was made 
virtually inevitable? At the very moment of Manuel’s entry into 
the world, his father was absent in Thessalonica, embroiled in 
the dynastic struggle against his ambitious father-in-law, and it 
was more than one and a half years before John V saw his new 
son.® 


The final triumph of John V and dynastic legitimacy, with the 
formal abdication of Cantacuzenus in November of 1854, by no 
means of itself solved the problems of the Empire. Earlier that 


2. For the best general accounts of Byzantium in the fourteenth century, 
see the following: G. Ostrogorsky’s Chapter (VIII), “The Palaeologi,” in 
The Cambridge Medieval History, Vol. IV, The Byzantine Empire, Pt. 1: 
Byzantium and Its Neighbours (new 2nd edition, ed. J. M. Hussey, Cam- 
bridge, 1966), 331-387, partially superseding the appropriate section of his 
Geschichte des byzantinischen Staates (Handbuch der Altertumswissenschaft, 
XII: I, 2: 8rd ed., Munich, 1963), trans. (from the German 2nd ed., 1952) 
by J. M. Hussey as History of the Byzantine State (New Brunswick, NJ., 
1957), to which latter most citations are made hereafter; A. A. Vasiliev, 
History of the Byzantine Empire, 324-1453 (Madison, Wis., 1952; 2-vol. 
paperback reprint, Univ. of Wis. Press, 1961); L. Bréhier, Le Monde 
byzantin, 1: Vie et mort de Byzance (Paris, 1947); C. Diehl, L’Empire 
oriental de 1081 a 1453 (= Histoire générale: Histoire du moyen dge, IX, 
1: Paris, 1945); G. Walter, La Ruine de Byzance, 1204-1453 (Paris, 1958); ° 
and H. Hunger’s Chapter, “Byzanz in der Weltpolitik vom Bildersturm bis 
1453,” in the co-operative Historia Mundi, Vol. VII (Bern, 1958), 386-444. 

An old but comprehensive summary may also be found in the early sec- 
tions of E. Pears’ The Destruction of the Greek Empire and the Story of the 
Capture of Constantinople by the Turks (London, 1903). Of two recent 
books on the same broad theme, Steven Runciman’s The Fall of Constanti- 
nople, 1453 (Cambridge, 1965) offers a parallel background account that 
is much more cursory and, worse, full of inaccuracies. Less catefully docu- 
mented, and more frankly popular, but with fuller and, surprisingly, far. 
more accurate background sections, is a book by the novelist David Derek 
Stacton, The World on the Last Day. The Sack of Constantinople by the 
Turks, May 29, 1453, Its Causes and Consequences (London, 1965), rather 
strangely published in its American edition under the pseudonym of “David 
Dereksen” with the title The Crescent and the Cross. The Fall of Byzantium: 
May, 1453 (New York, 1964). 

3. The first allusion to Manuel in any historical text is the reference by 
Cantacuzenus, ed. Bonn, III (1832), 237-38, to the. return of John V to 
Constantinople in late winter of 1352 and to his departure soon after with 
his wife and the young Manuel, while the latter’s elder brother Andronicus 
and his sister Irene remained behind. Cf. Loenertz, “Une Erreur singuliére,” 
183; also G. T. Dennis, The Reign of Manuel II Palaeologus in Thessalonica, 
1382-1387 (Orientalia Christiana Analecta, 159, Rome, 1960), 11-12; and 
T. Khoury, “L’Empereur Manuel II Paléologue (1350-1425), Esquisse bio- 
graphique,” Proche-Orient chrétien, 15 (1965), 130-31. Cantacuzenus, 253, 
notes Manuel's presence with his parents at another juncture in the following 
year. 
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6 7 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Alexander Asan, King of Bulgaria.® There was no question as to 
the destiny of Andronicus as John’s successor. Manuel and his 
subsequent brothers, Theodore?® and Michael,* were, in ac- 
cordance with late Byzantine custom, given the title of Despot.” 
Manuel is referred to with this title in all documents of this 
“period, such as those noted above, bearing John V’s strange pro- 
posals to the Pope. In this capacity, for example, the fourteen- 
year-old prince was present, together with his older brother, at 
the re-enthronement of the former Patriarch Philotheos on 
October 8, 1364,?° after the death of the Patriarch Kallistos on his 


mission to Serbia. 
Manuel’s next appearance cast him once more in the role of a 


pawn in John V’s determined negotiations for Church union. In 
1366, leaving Andronicus behind as his regent, John became the 
first Byzantine Emperor—with the possible exception of Canta- 
cuzenus, who visited DuSan on Serbian territory—to pay a state 
visit outside of the Empire, for the purpose of seeking help. 
Taking with him the Despots Manuel and Michael, John traveled 
to the court at Buda of Louis, the Angevin King of Hungary.” 


9. Délger, Regesten, No. 3047 (“ca. Aug. 17”), p. 41; cf. no. 3044 and 
no. 3046, both p. 41. The text of the Patriarchal confirmation of the transac- 
tion is in E. Miklosich and J. Miiller, Acta diplomata graeca medii aevi sacra 
et profana (6 Vols., Vienna, 1860-90), Vol. I, no. 185, pp. 432-433; ef. 
Halecki, Un Empereur, 51. 

10. The date of Theodore’s birth is unknown, and Papadopulos, 53, 
simply places it after 1350. 

ll. Michael Palaeologus is the most obscure of John V’s legitimate sons, 
and he disappears early from the scene. See Papadopulos, 57, for informa- 
tion on him and on sources about him; to the latter should be added the 
important information in a short chronicle published by Loenertz, “Chronicon 
breve de Graecorum imperatoribus, ab anno 1341 ad annum 1453 e codice 
Vaticano graeco 162” (cited hereafter as “Chron. Vat. gr. 162”), in 
‘Enetnolg “Etargelac Butavtwov Trovsov 28 (1958), no. 11, p. 208. 
Dennis, p. 27, n. 5, also adds the material concerning the appanage given 
him by his father; Cydones’ Letter C. 148, L. 5, seems to be addressed to 
him in that status. Michael’s involvement with the scheme to put him on 
the throne of Trebizond is reflected also in F. Thiriet, Régestes des délibéra- 
tions du Sénat de Venise concernant la Romanie, I (Paris, 1958), no. 576, 
p. 143, See also Appendix IX below. 

12. R. Guilland, “Etudes sur histoire administrative de !empire byzantin: 
Le Despote, Aconétyg,” Rev. d. é. byz., 17 (1959), 64. 

13. Cantacuzenus, III, 363; cf. Dennis, 12. 

14. Halecki, Un Empereur, 111-113. For comments on the mission in 
general, see G. Moravesik, “Vizantiiskie imperatori ich posli v g. Buda” 
(“Les Empereurs de Byzance et leurs ambassadeurs 4 Buda”), Acta historica 
acad. scient. hung., 8 (1961), 239-256: 242-246. 
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As early as his letter of 1857, John had entertained the idea of 
going personally to consult the Pope on the matter of Church 
union and conversion. But in Buda he‘ seems to haye been won 
over to the idea of personal baptism and conversion.’ He 
promised further that his two sons, Manuel and Michael, would 
adopt Latin Catholicism.** As security on the promises which the 
zealous Hungarians had exacted from John in return for talk of 
a crusade to aid the Empire, it would seem that Manuel and his 
brother were left behind as hostages.1* 

On his return from Hungary, John V was forced to suffer 
further humiliation. A few years previously, Bulgaria had been 
drawn into hostilities with Byzantium and had emerged the 
worse for them. Now, partly out of a desire for revenge and 
partly out of a suspicion of any Byzantine entente with Latin 
Hungary, the Bulgarian ruler Ivan Si’man blocked the. passage 
of John through his realm and forced ‘the Emperor to remain in 
the Bulgarian city of Viddin, then in the hands of the Hun- 
garians. Fortunately, John’s cousin, Count Amadeo VI of Savoy. 
had entered the scene and had just then, at the end of August of 
1866, seized Gallipoli from the Turks to restore it to the Empire. 
In the early autumn the Emperor’s Latin relative was able to 
make a demonstration against the Bulgarians, not only forcing 


15. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3107 and 3108, pp. 55-56 i 
tions as a whole, see Halecki, Un Empereur, 111-137, ee betty 
J. Meyendorff, “Projets de Concile oecumenique en 1367, Un dialogue inédit 
entre Jean Cantacuzéne et le légat Paul,” Dumbarton Oaks Papers, No. 14 
(1960), 153-156; and, less satisfactory, N. Iorga, Philippe de Méziéres 
1327-1405 (Paris, 1896), 330-331. For a comment on the implications of 
this conference for Balkan ecclesiastical affairs, see P. Wirth, “Die Haltung 
Kaiser Johannes V, bei den Verhandlungen mit Kénig Ludwig von Ungarn 
zu Buda im Jahre 1366,” Byz. Zeitschr. 56 (1963), 271-272. 

In connection with Louis the Great’s contact with John V, the Latin prin- 
ciple that reunion with Rome by the Greek church must precede any Western 
help, so often stated in this period, is emphasized again in Pope Urban V’s 
letter of June 22, 1366, to the Hungarian King: text in Theiner and Miklo- 
sich, Mon. spect. ad un. eccles., Il; no. 142, pp. 74-75. Cf. W. Norden, Das 
Papsttum und Byzanz. Die Trennung der be‘den Machte und das Problem 
ihrer Wiedervereinigung bis zum Untergange des byzantinischen Reichs 
(1453) (Berlin, 1903; reprint, New York, 1958), pp. 702-705, and note. 

16. Pope Urban V speaks of this promise in his letter to John V after the 


Buda negotiations dated July 1, 1366: text in Baronius-Raynaldus, 1366, 


eee 26, pp. 123-124). 
. This is stated plainly in the text of the chrysobull of 1371 published 
by Zachariae von Lingenthal, “Prooemion,” 1419, especially Il. 36-37; of. 


- Halecki, Un Empereur, 135; Dennis, 12-13. 
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10 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


In the summer of 1369 Joha embarked for Italy, and, after a 
stop at Naples, moved on to Rome in August. In October of that 
year, in a-solemn ceremony, John V made a formal renunciation 


-* of Greek “errors” and a corresponding profession of the Roman 


faith. Although this act was purely personal and had no im- 
‘mediate concern with the Orthodox or even the Greek Church 
as units, it was hoped on both sides that this individual act would 
be a step toward the ultimate union which had been sought for 


so long.™* 
However high the hopes that prompted it, John’s journey not 


only failed to produce the Western aid he had sought so desper- 
ately, but it also brought him into circumstances of profound 
humiliation and embarrassment. After various fruitless negotia- 
tions,? John left Rome in March of 1370, stopped again at 
Naples, and then began a trip by sea to Venice.” At Rome in 


Manuel must therefore have been established in Thessalonica by then. But 
we have already noted the practice of applying this title to an Emperor's 
younger son, which implies no such specific appointment. For an estimate of 
the significance of this appointment in relation to the question of succession 
to the throne, see F. Délger, “Johannes VIL., Kaiser der Rhomaer, 1390- 
1408,” Byz. Zeitschr., 31 (1931), pp. 21-22, n. 2: 

24, The basic work on this episode remains, of course, Halecki’s Un 
Empereur, especially pp. 188-212; see also the references given by Délger, 
Regesten, nos. 3120 and 3122, p. 58, and no. 3126, p. 59. Important in addi- 
tion is the Vasiliev article, “Il viaggio”; but there Vasiliev exaggerated the 
meaning of John’s personal conversion in relation to the problem of actual 
union of the Churches, as he himself later admitted in his Hist. Byz. Emp., 
p. 671, n. 282. Cf. also Norden, 708-710; Ostrogorsky, Hist. Byz. St., 480. 
For Papal documents concerning this affair, see Baronius-Raynaldus, 1361, 
nos, 1-6; 1370, nos. 1-4 (Vol. 26, pp- 162-165, 170-172); and for Greek 
texts as well as for Latin, see Theiner and Miklosich, Mon. spect. ad un. 
eccles., nos, 9-10, pp. 37-48. Chalcocondyles, ed. E. Darké (2 vols., Buda- 
pest, 1922-27), I, 46, ed. Bonn (1843), 50, followed by the Pseudo- 
Phrantzes, ed. J. B. Papadopoulos (Leipzig, 1935), 57, ed. Bonn (1838), 
52, have confused John’s voyage with that of Manuel later on: cf. Loenertz, 
“Jean V Paléologue 4 Venise (1370-1371),” Rev. d. ét. byz., 16 (1958), 
916-232, especially 223-226, for an exegesis of Chalcocondyles; and id., 
“Autour du Chronicon Maius attribué 4 Georges Phrantzés,” Studi e Testi, 
123 (Vatican City, 1946), 993-294, for a critique of the Pseudo-Phrantzes 
text. On Cydones, already a Roman Catholic convert, in this visit, see K. 
Setton, “The Byzantine Background to the Italian Renaissance,” Proceedings 
of the American Philosophical Society, 100 (1956), 55. 

95. Halecki, Un Empereur, 913-222. 

96. Ibid., 227; Loenertz, “Jean V a Venise,” 216. On the way, John 
stopped at Ancona where he was cordially received. This reception is referred 
to in a letter to John by Cydones, C. 84 (No. 19), L. 349. Cf. Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3123, p. 58 (a grant made by the Emperor while in Ancona); 
for a letter of John’s regarding the trip to Venice, ibid., no. 3124, p. 59. 












Figure 1: The Citadel of the Thessalonian Fortifications, from the East 


(photo courtesy Boissonnas, Geneva; see Appendix XXIV, C, 2, b) 
? ? 2 * 


February John had already completed negotiations for a 

newal of the regular five-year Veneto-Byzantine treaty a B " 
John's financial situation was still gravely uncertain and : 
Venice hé opened direct negotiations. His ciroumstances beca: : 
so desperate that, although still treated with proper honor due 


public for debt.* a a aS 


27. Délger, Regesten, no. 3127, pp. 59-60. Latin 
; ‘ , no. » Pp. vy—OU, tex 
ae Veneto-Levantinum, Part II (Venice, eee: a en 
ae pp. 1 -156. (The Greek text is not preserved.) For instructions to 
nee rag perma ae Régestes, I, pp. 122-123, nos. 480, 489, 
Empercu en sion of the negotiations in general, Halecki, Un 
i ee a been the subject of great contention. Halecki, Un 
i i aR as proposed the controversial] argument that the tradi- 
ai cae ee. set forth by Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 46-47, ed 
ey . een an e Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 57, ed. Bonn. 
= eon y ie by Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
‘cae oe on, 1902), VII, 90, and accepted by Berger de Xivre : 
; alse. His arguments have been largely discredited by Dilger 
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14 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


obliged to remain behind, partly to maintain what further 
negotiations with the Venetians were possible and. partly also— 
again a familiar role—to serve as personal security on John’s 
agreements.” John’s voyage was apparently a long one, for his 


 * yet to his capital is not recorded until October 28, 1871. A 


little while after his return, on the fifth of December to be 
"precise, John is reported to have seized five important Greek 
nobles. In view of the circumstances, this act may indicate 
punishment of them for some involvement in Andronicus’ re- 
fusal to heed his father’s pleas.** For the moment John seems 
to have taken no action against Andronicus himself. But in view 
of Manuel’s loyal services, John could not but view his second 
son with gratitude and growing fervor. Precisely when or how 
Manuel was able to leave Venice is not certain, but he seems to 
have been back in Thessalonica by.the winter of 1871-72." John, 
not long after his own return, issued a chrysobull confirming 
Manuel in his appanage in Thessalonica and also granting him all 
the lands in Macedonia that he could retrieve from the crumbling 
Serbian power there and could defend against the Turks.*° 


John reached Constantinople in May is vague and insecurely founded, as 
well as contrary to other source information that we have; see n. 33 below. 

32. Chrysobull text, ed. Zachariae von Lingenthal, “Prooemion,” p. 1420, 
Il. 33-39. Part of this specific passage is quoted and translated by Loenertz, 
“Jean V a Venise,” 219; cf. Dennis, 13-14. 

33, Short Chronicle No. 47, p. 81, 1. 32, of the collection of S. P. Lampros, 
published by K. Amantos as Boayéa yoovind CAxadynpta ‘Adyar, 
Mvypeta tic Edayviniis totogtac, A’, Athens, 1932-33, Tetdyoc a’). CE. 
also Charanis, “An Important Short Chronicle of the Fourteenth Century,” 
Byzantion, 13 (1938), 340; and id., “A Note on the Short Chronicle No. 45 
[sic] of the Lampros-Amantos Collection,” Annuaire de Vinstitut de philo- 
logie et Thistoire orientales et slaves, 7 (1939-44), 449. 

34. Bo. yo. No. 47, p. 81, ll. 32-34; cf. Charanis, “Strife,” 291. But see 
the skeptical comments of Chrysostomides, “John V Palaeologus in Venice,” 
76-84. 

35. At which time Cydones seems to have written Letter C. 111, L. 79, 
to him, Cydones wrote Letter C. 82, L. 23, to Manuel apparently about the 
same time, telling him how his virtue has become such a subject of admira- 
tion and discussion. Charanis, “Strife,” p. 297, n. 34, however, does not think 
chat Manuel returned from Venice before his father. . 

36. Délger, Regesten, no. 3130, p. 60; Chrysobull text, ed. Zachariae von 
Lingenthal, “Prooemioh,” p. 1421, 1. 23 to p. 1422, 1. 20; see also the editor's 
own commentary, ibid., 1415-1416. C£. Charanis, “Strife,” 293; Dennis, 33; 
Halecki, Un Empereur, 247-248. Manuel sent a gift of money to Cydones in 
gratitude for the latter's role in drafting the document, and Cydones’ reply 
of self-disparagement, Letter C. 111, L. 79, was answered by Manuel's own 
Letter ¢’: cf. Loenertz, Echos dOrient, 36 (1937), 278-279. 











Fiona ohn Cantacuzenus, Portray. ror J and as the 
ig J F ayed as the Emperor John VI and th 
Monk Ioasaph. Tluminated Miniature, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, Cod 

? ? °. 


XXIV, B, 1). (photo courtesy Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris; see Appendix 
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basic reversal of his official policy.” In the midst of continued 
negotiations for joint action with the Latin West, John came to 
the conclusion that all his long hopes for the full help needed 
. from that quarter were after all in vain, and that his only salva- 
tion now lay in making the best terms he could with the Turks.* 
Plainly, the realities of the situation after the Battle of the Marica 
had made it clear that the Turks had grown too powerful to be 
resisted successfully. Hereafter, John V shed all of whatever 
snitiative or determination he had formerly displayed and slipped 
into a state of vassalage to the Osmanilis. 

Precisely when John’s accommodation with the Turks com- 
menced is unknown, but it first came to light in connection with 
the revolt of Andronicus against his father in 1878. The im- 


42. Perhaps the best outline of the course of John’s policy toward the 
Turks may be found in Dennis, 30-37. A puzzling problem is posed by the 
listing by A. D. Alderson, The Structure of the Ottoman Dynasty (Oxford, 
1956), Table XXII, of a marriage of a daughter of John V (and Helen 
Cantacuzena) named Irene to a son of the Osmanli Emir Orchan named 
Halil (d. ca. 1360) in 1349 or 1359. Now, we know that John V had a 
daughter of that name, who was apparently born between Andronicus and 
‘Manuel, judging from the only reference to her in a Byzantine source 
(Cantacuzenus, III, 238). She was probably born, therefore, in 1349 and 
so could have been betrothed as an infant in that year, at a time when John V 
was not in control of the government, and for reasons similar to the cele- 
brated and humiliating marriage of John Cantacuzenus’ daughter Theodora 
to Orchan himself in 1346, But, on the other hand, we know from the very 
reference by Cantacuzenus that this Irene was with her family in 1352: 
see above, n. 3. As to the date 1359 for such a marriage, however, this seems 
completely incompatible with John’s pre-1371 anti-Turkish policies. It is 
true that the sixteenth-century Turkish history by Mechmet Neshri (avail- 
able to me only through the Serbian translation by G. Elezovié, Ogledalo 
sveta ili istoriia Mehmeda Ne&rije, in Srpska Akademija Nauka, Zbornik za 
istotnjacku istorisku i knjizeonu gradu, Odeljenje drustvenih nauka, I, 3, 
Belgrade, 1957), p. 34, speaks of a marriage of Murad I to a daughter of the 
ruler of Constantinople, and of others of that rulers daughters to some of 
Murad’s sons. But the entire tone of this statement is legendary. Nor does it 
seem to have any immediate relationship to Alderson’s entry. Since Alderson 
cites no source support for this alleged marriage, I suspect that it should 
not be taken very seriously until some specific evidence can be examined. 

43, Dennis, 34-37; for a thoroughly detailed account, see Halecki, Un 
Empereur, 248-319. Délger, Regesten, no. 3131, p. 60, presumes an embassy 
to Murad sent by John, and led by Manuel, between late 1871 and 1372, on 

the basis of the account by Chalcocondyles, which seems to me a very 
questionable presumption. See also Ostrogorsky, “Byzance, état tributaire 
de Yempire ture,” Zbornik radova Vizantoloskog Instituta (Srpska akademija 
nauka i umetnosti, Belgrade), 5 (1958), 49-51. On Turkish policy, see 
H. Inalcik, “Ottoman Methods of Conquest,” Studia islamica, 2 (1954), 103 £f. 
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mediate impetus for this affair is not completely clear but the 
ee is not difficult to imagine. Whether or not Andronicus 
came under any suspicion in the incident of the Bulgaria : 
ade of John in Viddin in 1866 is subject to cae ba tee 
seems little question that the aftermath of the 1370-7 1 events 
put him in a bad light. Andronicus must have resented, if not 
feared, his father’s growing favor toward Manuel. Indeed it is 
not inconceivable that John was contemplating a revision of the 
succession to the throne on behalf of his second son.“ 

The sources of conflict and the exact sequence of events are 
not immediately clear, but historians agree that Andronicus en- 
tered into a pact with a son of the Emir Murad named Saudji.* 


44, Halecki, Un Empereur, 302-303, has attempted, as i 
to discredit the supposed “legends” of Re eaitar onder Te eee 
detention in Venice, to throw the blame for Andronicus’ disaffection and 
revolt in 1373 on John’s decision to supersede his eldest son’s claim to the 
throne. While much of the background of his argument has been rejected 
by scholars, this point may not be without some value, to the extent of 
emphasizing that the igniting spark may well have been provided by John 
himself. His chrysobull for Manuel, ed. Zachariae von Lingenthal, “Pro- 
oemion,” p. 1417, l. 23, to p. 1419, 1. 8, as Halecki notes, goes on in great 
len gth and thetoric about the difference between judging sons in accordance © 
with nature (ptots), i.e. natural paternal affection, and according to the 
virtue (doety) that they display. Moreover, while the proportion of rhetoric 
is difficult to establish, it is entirely possible that Cydones, in his Letter C 
me - 79, may well reflect, by his use of the words tov otépavov 
A i pa I, p. 112, ll. 8-11), John’s intention to bestow the crown on 

Certainly a clear-cut knowledge on the part of An i i 
threat to his rights of siceedonsecala go te oa his and 
quent actions. Halecki, 303-304, and Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 22-23, go 
too far to this extreme, however, by placing the actual elevation of Mageel” 
really in September, 1373, before the revolt of Andronicus, thereby makin 
it the direct cause of the revolt, which came in May of 1373. But we ie 
have the sources to prove the proper chronological relationship. Charanis 
es 293, takes a neutral stand on the matter of Andronicus’ motivation, 
janine 27, flatly rejects any change in the succession until after 
rae ieee revolt itself, which ed be the safest interpretation for the 

45..Chalcocondyles calls him Yaovtijc. Ducas, in an earlier reference 
(ed. Vv. Grecu, Bucharest, 1958, 37, ed. Bonn, 1834, 16-17), calls him 
Za6ovrCioc, and then confusedly tells his full story under the name 
Kovuvrovtne. (The Pseudo-Phrantzes, completely befuddled, calls him 
Mong, adding then the proper TCeiénnyc, for the Turkish celebi, or 
prince, ) The Chron Barb. 111 calls him Xaovc. The Short Chronicle 
Mo, 47 calls him, first, "IopatA TCohor, and then, Zaovttynen. The 
ulg. chron. uses only a form of ¢elebi, while Clavijo does not give his name 


at all. Cf. G. Moravesik, Byzantinoturcica, IL (Berlin, 1958), 263. 
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22, . Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


on Andronicus, at least to some extent, and also on the latter's 


young son John.™ 
However debatable may be some aspects of the above recon- 
_ struction of events, two undeniable facts emerge from this 
| episode. The first is the acknowledgment by John of some kind 
of suzerainty of the Turkish Emir, whether specifically before the 
 evolt of Andronicus and Saudji or after it, and with it the con- 
comitant abandonment by John of all hope for or efforts toward 
obtaining aid from the Latin West. Disillusioned, he had decided 
by now that the West would or could give nothing beyond 
promises.” Hereafter John was content—when able—to hold on 
to what he had by making the best bargain he could with his 
formidable Turkish nemesis. This reversal of policy was the turn- 
ing point in the reign of John V. Thereafter he virtually ceased to 
be an active figure in his own government for almost all of the 
remaining eighteen years of his life. 


51. The major Greek historians all agree on this outcome. The notice in 
the Chron. Vat. gr. 162, p. 207, ll. 50-51, states only the barest facts with 
no details; nor is much more given in the anonymous "Exdeois XQOViXy 

- (cited hereafter as “ “Ex. yoov.”), ed. S. Lampros (London, 1902), p. 1; 
fuller and of more value is the entry in the Bulg. chron., 537. The account 
of Ruy Gonzélez de Clavijo, Embajada a Tamorlan, ed. F. Lopez Estrada 
(Madrid, 1943), 55; Dneonik putedestviia ko dooru Timura 0 Samarkand 0 
1403-1406 gg. (Sbornik russkogo iazykai slovesnosti Imperatorskoie Akademii 
Nauk, XXVIII, 1, St. Petersburg, 1881), ed. (with Russian trans.) by I. 
Sreznevskii, 84-85; trans. G. Le Strange (London, 1928), 85-86, is very 
general and is filled with confusion, in which Gallipoli mistakenly figures. 
The best modern discussions of the source problems are by Loenertz, ‘La 
Premiére Insurrection,” and, in less detail, Charanis, “Strife, 293-295. 
Loenertz, however, attempts to prove that the fighting really took place in 
Asia Minor and not in Europe. Charanis (p. 295, n. 29) discusses this argu- 
ment and rejects it, correctly, I believe. Loenertz’ pupil, Dennis, 26-27 and 
33-34, ignores the issue and accepts the traditional geographical interpre- 
tations, Dilger, however, in his recent “Zum Aufstand,” 332, has suggested 
that the new chronicle fragment which he has published strengthens the 
traditional location in Europe, and he now characterizes Loenertz’ geo- 
graphical reinterpretation as “freilich wenig wahrscheinlich. Loenertz draws 
also on the Turkish sources, and both he and Dennis add references to 
Western sources. Note also Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 23-24, and Ostrogorsky, 
Hist. Byz. St., 482; Berger de Xivrey, 30 ff., is lost in the confusions of 
chronology of the three Greek historians. Also, Hammer, i 190-193, or 
trans. Hellert, I, 254-259; lorga, Geschichte, I, 251-252; Gibbons, 149-150; 
Pears, 94 (who mistakenly places the revolt in 1374). 

52. For a good portrayal of John V’s attitudes, see Dennis, 36. In her 
generally superficial book, Vaughan, 18, mistakenly places John’s acceptance 
of vassalage to Murad in 1363, which is impossible. 
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The second outcome of this episode was the definite emergence 
of Manuel as the recognized heir to the throne. After the events 
of 1878, the replacement of Andronicus was a foregone con- 
clusion. Appearing once more, after some two years’ absence 
from the scene of action, the Despot of Thessalonica was formally 
proclaimed Basileus on September 25, 1878,°* four days before 
the capture of Saudji Celebi and the final collapse of the rebel- 
lion. At the age of twenty-three, in spite of his questionable right 
to the throne * and an originally scant expectation of it as a 
younger son, Manuel was at last the heir to the purple. From 
this time on, he was to become a figure of pivotal importance 
in the policies of the Byzantine government. 

In the midst of extended negotiations for projects of expedi- 
tions to and alliances in the East on the part of the Pope, it was 
not until perhaps the autumn of 1374 that the West learned, 


53. Bo. yo. No. 47, p. 81, 1. 49. With no date, Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. 
Papadopoulos, 58, ed. Bonn, 53; Ducas, ed. Grecu, 73, ed. Bonn, 46. In a 
note to the latter, ed. Bonn, p. 555, the original editor (Bullialdus) preserves 
an astrological notice which also gives the same exact date, Cf. Halecki, Un 
Empereur, 302, and, in answer to him, Délger, “Johannes VII.,” p. 22, n. 1; 
also Charanis, “Strife,” 293-294 and 295, and id., “An Important Short . 
Chronicle,” 340; also Dennis, 27. Halecki (p. 302, n. 1), followed by Dennis 
(p. 27, n. 7), followed by Khoury, 134, maintain that the actual coronation 
of Manuel as co-Emperor must have taken place some time later, before 
March of the following year, on the basis of a statement in a deliberation of 
the Venetian Senate on March 9, 1374, which speaks of the “despot newly 
crowned Emperor.” But this is not necessarily proof that the coronation itself 
was later than the autumn date. Though the Short Chronicle and the astro- 
logical note do not mention crowning specifically, there is no need to rule out 
that medning, as indeed their emphasis on a particular date might suggest. 
Manuel would still have been “newly crowned” by the following March. (See 
also Charanis in Speculum, 36, 1961, 476.) One difficulty with this Venetian 
document is that it speaks of a marriage by this “newly crowned Emperor” 
in question. As Dennis points out clearly in his note, we know of no marriage 
by Manuel at this time to fit this reference. See Appendix IX below. Since 
the foregoing was written, critical scrutiny of any “coronation” of Manuel 
before 1392 has been made by’P. Schreiner in pp. 73-75 of his article, 
“Hochzeit und Krénung Kaiser Manuels II. im Jahre 1392,” Byz. Zeitschr., 
60 (1967), 70-85; Schreiner also (72-73) rejects the erroneous inference of 
a supposed marriage contracted by Manuel at this time. 

54. This rejection of the custom of primogeniture in succession was unique 
among the Palaeologi, although it was not without precedent in earlier 
Byzantine history. John II Comnenus (1118-1143) is reported to have - 
bypassed at least one older son to give the succession to a younger one, 
Manuel I (1143-1180)—the coincidence of name being also interesting. For 
the constitutional aspects of primogeniture and John’s decision, cf. Délger, 


“Johannes VIL.,” p. 21, n. 2. 
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26 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


make use of the island. The cession, now that it was settled, 
aroused the inevitable concern of the Lagoon Republic's bitter 
rivals. In order to foil this move, so profitable to Venice and 
hence so mimical to their own commercial interests and ambi- 
-" tions, the Genoese became the champions of Andronicus, whom 
they saw as a useful tool. 

Support from the Genoese was not enough. The destinies of 
the Empire were now completely in the hands of the Turks. One 
cannot but marvel at the diplomatic genius of the Emirs during 
the early decades of the Turkish conquest of the Balkans and 
especially at that of Murad I. With sensitivity and skill, the 
shrewd Turk was able to gauge well his Orthodox opponents, be 
they Greeks or Slavs, and was ever able to win his successes as 
much by clever manipulation as by force of arms. If any of the 
Empire’s many foes ever learned to emulate the Byzantines, it 
was the Osmanlis. As a result, the appearance of Andronicus as 
a potential instrument suited their aims almost well enough to 
have been so intended.” 


accepted outright the culpability of Andronicus in this matter; likewise, 
Ostrogorsky in Cambr. Med. Hist., Vol. IV (2nd ed.), 1, p. 371. In the light, 
‘however, of the correction of the transcription of the Caroldo text, and the 
new discussions of it, as indicated in n. 30 above, such speculations should 
now perhaps be abandoned. 

61. Thiriet, “Venise et occupation de Ténédos,” 225. 

62. At least one modem writer has gone so far as to suggest that Murad 
deliberately did not press for the total elimination of Andronicus in 1373 in 
order to have him available for his own future exploitation. Gibbons is often 
far-fetched or inaccurate in his interpretations, and he’ has perhaps overstated 
this point. But even though he has based his idea on a statement in the 
Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Bonn, p. 51, Il. 21-23 (ed. Papadopoulos, p. 56, Il. 22- 
24), which is almost irrelevant—it obviously refers to Murad’s policy toward 
his own son and his own state rather than toward Andronicus and Byzantium 
—it is still a passage worth noting: “If Murad had really desired the death 
or total blindness of Andronicus, he could easily have secured this result. 
While punishing his own son, however, he saw to it that Andronicus escaped 
the consequences of the same crime. Here we have a revelation of the far- 
sightedness and cold-bloodedness of Murad. He killed his own son, because 
he feared his rivalry. He spared the son of John Palaeologos in order to 
perpetuate the rivalry between the emperor and his son. To have killed or 
incapacitated Andronicus would have been from his viewpoint an act of folly 
rather than of justice; for Andronicus, brilliant, adventurous, magnetic, was 
at the same time a worthy exemplar of the name he bore, a name that stood 
for the acme of unscrupulous conduct and contempt for ties of blood. Murad 
had only to wait, and history would repeat itself. Internal dissensions in the 
family of the Palaeologi had made the fortunes of Orkhan. Murad had no 
intention of getting rid of Andronicus, in whom he saw the means of still 
further enmeshing the Byzantine emperors.” (P. 151.) 
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Whatever may have been his resentment toward Murad for the 
latter's role in his punishment in 1878, Andronicus was under 
no illusions about his need for Turkish support. Contacting thé 
Emir,** Andronicus promised subservience and tribute. All too 
willing to gain this further lever in the affairs of Byzantium, 
Murad accepted and provided troops. In July, apparently on the 
tenth or eleventh, Andronicus invested Constantinople, and on 
August 12 he was able to enter through the important Gate of 
Pegé.* For three days heavy fighting continued within the capi- 


63. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 55-56, ed. Bonn, 61-62. This source has 
Andronicus go in person to the Emir, which is not impossible, but is a bit 
unlikely; it might, indeed, be a confusion with Andronicus’ trip to Murad 
after his seizure (see n. 76 below). Chalcocondyles also puts in Andronicus’ 
mouth a speech in which the prince requests aid in his seizure of power, in 
exchange for a promise of vassalage and military service, and this offer is 
accepted. Chalcocondyles mistakenly places these events in the reign of 
Murad’s son and successor Bayazid, who is named as the Emir here (see 
n. 87 below). In this respect he is followed by the Chron. Barb. 111, 29-30 
(which confuses the episode still further with the later activities of John VII 
in the 1390’s: see n. 189 below); and by the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papa- 
dopoulos, 59-60, ed. Bonn, 54-55, who also says that Andronicus, after 
having entered into collusion with one of his wife’s relatives in Bulgaria, 
“fled” to the Emir, together with his son. Nothing is said about the Genoese . 
of Pera. Before the Emir, says the Pseudo-Phrantzes, Andronicus promised 
annual tribute and other privileges (xgovéyia), in return for which the 
Emir supported him with an army of 6,000 horse and 4,000 foot. Ducas, ed. 
Grecu, 73, ed. Bonn, 45, says nothing of the Turks, and notes only Genoese 
aid. The same is true of the Chron. Vat. gr. 162, no. 11, p. 208, 1. 41. Like- 
wise ignoring the Turks, and contributing no further details, are the Latin 
sources, citations to which may be found in Charanis, “An Important Short 
Chronicle,” 353, and “Strife,” 296, who says that a promise to- the Emir of 
Andronicus’ sister in marriage was included in the arrangements, without 
giving any source support. Dennis, pp. 37-38, n. 49, however, cites two’ 
Latin sources for this story, which seems questionable at best; see also 
Dennis, 29. Cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3152, p. 64. Ostrogorsky,, Hist. Byz. 
St., 483, seems to believe that Andronicus courted Turkish support only after 
seizing power, which is plainly wrong. Among the older general accounts 
from the Turkish point of view, Hammer, I, 217-219, trans. Hellert, I, 295- 
297, is completely confused by the muddled chronology of the sources, and 
places the entire episode early in Bayazid’s reign; Iorga, Geschichte, I, 
252-254, covers these events more. satisfactorily. 

64. Bo. xo. No. 52, p. 89, Il, 31-33; also the same text, ed. J. Miiller, in 
his “Byzantinische Analekten” Sitzungsberichte der philosophisch-historischen 
Classe der Kaiserlichte Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien, IX (1852), 
p. 392 (59), ll. 15-17; which notes the duration of the siege. Cf. Charanis, 
An Important Short Chronicle,” 352 ff. Of the other short chronicles, No. 47, 
p. 81, 1. 54, gives the same date but names the Xylokerkou Gate (or Kerko- 
porta) as the gate of entry; while No. 15, pp. 31-32, Il. 15-16, simply notes 
his entry “by the aid of the Turks” and the year; and the Chron. Vat. gr. 
162, p. 208, gives the month of July as the time of entry rather than the 
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1876, permitted the Venetians, who also had a claim to the island, 
to occupy it.”* Andronicus could only vent his rage on Venetians 
in Constantinople. For Genoa this incident was to be the signal 
for the long-expected and vicious near-death struggle with 
Venice known as the Chioggia War.” 

_ The second debt had even more ominous implications, for 
reckoning with the Turks was now no light matter. At some time 
between his seizure of power and the spring of 1877 (probably 
in October, 1876), Andronicus went in person to Murad to settle 
the arrangements between them, and either before then or at 
chat time the Turks’ price for their aid was made known and ac- 
cepted: the cession of Gallipoli. So this vital port, which com- 
mands the crossing of the Dardanelles, was yielded wp to them,” 
passing forever out of Byzantine hands. 

This double dependence upon external support exposed Andro- 
nicus and his dwindling realm to humiliation and trouble, as a 
justly celebrated letter by Cydones makes clear. According to 
him, the Turks, become more greedy after taking Gallipoli, seek 
to squeeze even more from the Byzantines; while the Genoese, 
~mreconciled to losing Tenedos and on the threshold of war with 
Venice, have obliged Andronicus to join with them, with effort 
and expense he can ill afford, in a projected expedition against 
Tenedos. And all the while John and his sons languish in prison 
while the political atmosphere remains precariously unstable and 
unpredictable.” As it happened, moreover, the expedition against 


73. Loenertz, “Notes dhistoire et chronologie,” 167, and Dennis, 38-39, 
with the Western sources; also Thiriet, “Venise et Yoecupation de Ténédos,” 
226-227. ; 

74, Dennis, 38-39, with Western references; the seizure and despoiling 
of Venetians mentioned by Heyd, I, 519, and Charanis, “Strife,” 296, appar- 
ently are based on these. 

75. For the course of the war, called after the town of that name outside 
Venice where the worst of the fighting was ultimately focused, see Heyd, I, 
517-521, in brief. Good accounts of the war at fuller length may be found in 
W. C. Hazlitt, The Venetian Republic, Its Rise, lts Growth, and Its Fall, 
421-1797, Vol. 1: 421-1422 (London, 1900), 665-717; F. C. Hodgeson, 
Venice in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries (London, 1910); 504- 
537; A. Wiel, The Navy of Venice (London, 1910), 188-209. 

76. See Appendix IV below, for a full discussion of the dating of the 
cession of Gallipoli and of Andronicus’ visit to Murad. This visit, incidentally, 
may have confused Chalcocondyles and the Pseudo-Phrantzes into thinking 
that Andronicus went to him before his seizure of power: see n. 63 above. 

77, Letter C. 122 (No. 25), L. 167. Cammelli, of course, provides a 
French translation, and an English rendering of most of it may be found in 
Charanis, “Strife,” 297-298, and Dennis, 38 and 39. 
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Tenedos was ill-fated from the start. Even before it could get 
under way, the Venetians organized a counter thrust. In July of 
1877 a Venetian squadron mounted a raid on Constantinople and 
then withdrew to Tenedos.”* And when the expedition against 
the disputed island was finally launched in the autumn of 1877, 


- it was a complete failure.” After this, Andronicus and Byzantium 


apparently played no further role in the Veneto-Genoese hos- 
tilities. 

It must soon have become obvious that the reign of Andronicus 
IV was a sorry affair. Even at home he must have had difficulty 
marshaling support; at least one outstanding figure, Cydones 
flatly refused to serve him.®° Certainly, in retrospect, his tenancy 
of the throne seems to modern historians an unfortunate one for 
Byzantium, although Andronicus may at least have attempted’ 
some honestly constructive measures toward a reform of the cur- 
rency.” But with whatever degree of severity one evaluates this 
reign, it was neither regrettable nor surprising that it was brief. 
In truth, his situation was founded upon two weaknesses: that of 
dependency on external support and that of the danger from his 
still-living father and brothers. When these two weaknesses 
coalesced, his position crumbled. 

It is at least a credit to Andronicus’ honor that he did no more 


7 ts the details of this incident and its sources, see Dennis, 40. 
WL kewise, again, Dennis, 40; see also Thiriet, “Venis et To i 
sa arg f oes Hazlitt, 667; Muralt, p. 708, no. 6. : SEE 
. Cydones’ refusal may be found in his actual response to Andronicus 
Letter C.-120 (No. 24), L. 154, which Loenertz dates 1377. In the same 
letter Cydones asks to be allowed to go to Italy. Cf. Loenertz, Echos d’Orient. 
36 (1937), 283-284. Cydones, of course, may not necessarily have been 
typical of the attitude of leading Byzantines, since he himself was strongly 
RAPIER peony to John and Manuel and was pro-Venetian as well. At 
any rate, perhaps as too eminent a person to be subject t i ’ 
at to have been left unmolested. Perera es 
1. The indictment by Dennis, 40, is perh 

81. , 40, is perhaps the most worthy of quota- 
tion: “By the summer of 1379 the brief reign of Andronicus IV sould show 
the following results: he had reduced Byzantium to an even more servile 
state of subjection to the Ottomans; to whom he had given the strategically 
located Gallipoli. His alliance with the Genoese had brought him only a 
Lara attack cee of no great consequence) on his city and the loss of 
much equipment and many troops in an unsuccessful att i 
the Venetians from Tenedos.” eee ere ee 
; 82. Such is the provocative interpretation of T. Bertelé in his article 

s iperpero bizantino dal 1261 al 1453,” Rivista italiana di numismatica e 
scienze affini, V, 5, 59 (1957), 70-89. But it should be borne in mind that 
ae mae nee of the coinage of the Palaeologan period is still somewhat 

ous. 
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84 . Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


of Byzantium at this time than these alternating coups and 
countercoups among the Palaeologi. 
In these circumstances, Murad could afford to play the role of 
_ arbiter. According to one source, the Emir made a show of con- 
. ‘sulting public opinion in the capital.* Whether or not this is 
true, Murad was careful to consider his own advantage. Exactly 
‘why Murad chose to abandon Andronicus and to shift his favor 
to John and Manuel is difficult to determine positively. It is not 
impossible to suggest considerations of personality preferences. 
Also, Murad may well have realized that Andronicus regime was 
hopelessly unstable, and hence he may have felt that a more 
settled and pliant order in Constantinople could be exploited 
more to his advantage. In all likelihood, however, the offers of 
John and Manuel must have been sufficient to make him feel that 
their restoration would be profitable for him. We know, at any 
rate, that they agreed to pay a large tribute, to provide military 
forces for regular and annual service with the Emir, and possibly 
also to cede the city of Philadelphia, the last Byzantine holding in 
Asia Minor.®® The vassalage of Byzantium to the Turks was now 
- fully formulated and complete. 


88. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, p. 57, Il. 14-19, ed. Bonn, p. 63, Il. 
10-15, a passage worth quoting: “Sending a messenger to Byzantium, he 
[“Bayazid”] consulted the Byzantines and their opinion, whom they might 
wish to be their Basileus, Emmanuel or King Bayazid; for he made trial also 
in this way of the opinions of the Byzantines conceming himself. But the 
Byzantines chose Emmanuel, inasmuch as they were then burdened [or, 
“oppressed” | by the rule of Andronicus.” The Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papa- 
dopoulos, 61, ed. Bonn, 56, arid the Chron. Barb. 111, 30, say substantially 
the same thing. This is accepted by Muralt, p. 710, no. 9, and Pears, 106. 
Charanis, “Strife,” 299, suggests that Murad (and not Bayazid, as Chalcocon- 
dyles anachronistically identifies the Turkish ruler) may well have taken 
such a step “in order to justify his defection from the cause of Andronicus. 

89. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 58, ed. Bonn, 63-64, says that Manuel 
promised a tribute of 3,000 gold pieces, presumably annually, and annual 
personal military service. Immediately after this episode, he mentions Baya- 
zid’s demand, while campaigning with the Byzantine rulers, for Philadelphia, 
and so the cession may thus pertain to the 1379 agreement: see below, pp. 
79-80 and n. 211. The Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 60-61, ed. 
Bonn, 35-56, says that Manuel promised to continue the tribute which his 
brother had agreed upon and also to attend the Emir each spring with a stip- 
ulated force of 12,000 foot and horse (was Byzantium possessed of such 
forces at this time?) for military service wherever he might wish. He further 
promised to regard all friends and enemies of the Emir, respectively, as his 
friends and enemies. Ducas says nothing of any such terms or, indeed, of the 
role of the Turks at all in the restoration. Cf. Berger de Xivrey, 47-48; Cha- 
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With the active support of the Turks, and with the support of 
Venice assured, John and Manuel moved on Constantinople. On 
July 1, 1879, they entered the city by the Charisius Gate.®° Un- 
able or unwilling to make his stand in the city, Andronicus fled 
to Galata, taking family hostages with him.** A small Genoese 
garrison had been left behind in the city, and when a Venetian 
squadron arrived, its leaders were persuaded to assist in routing 


these Genoese, who resisted fiercely and were not subdued until 
early August. 


The scene of resistance was thereby shifted squarely to Pera, 
where Andronicus, his captives, and his Genoese allies were be- 
sieged by John, Manuel, and John’s own allies. Marked by 
sporadic fighting, this siege apparently dragged on until the 
spring of 1381 before the final settlement was reached.*? By May 


ranis, “Strife,” 299-300; Muralt, p. 710, no. 8; see also Dennis, 41; Ostrogor- 
sky, “Byzance, état tributaire,” 51-52. For some reason, Délger, Regesten, 
has no entry on this pact. It is interesting, if not significant, that the sources 
seem to indicate Manuel, and not his father, as the negotiator with the Turks 
for their restoration. 

90. The specific date and the gate are reported by the Bo. yg. No. 52, 
p. 89, ll. 34-37, ed. Miiller, p. 392 (59), ll. 19-24; while No. 15, p. 32, Il. 
20-21, states the date and the role of Turkish aid. The notice in the Chron. 
Vat, gr. 162, no. 13, p. 208, 1. 55, vaguely says only that John “received 
the realm” a short time after his flight to Murad. Cf. Charanis, “An Impor- 
tant Short Chronicle,” 354-355, and “Strife,” 300; Muralt, p. 710, no. 10. 

91. Bo. yo. No. 52, p. 89, ll. 37-38, ed. Miiller, p. 392 (59), Il. 24-25; 
Chron. Vat. gr. 162, no. 14, p. 209, Il. 57-58, notes the hostages, who will 
be discussed below, pp. 38-39. 

92. For an account of the fighting between the flight of Andronicus and 
the settlement of May, 1381, see Dennis, 41-42, 43-44, who gives the 
Western sources and discusses thoroughly the problems connected with’ 
them. The Greek sources completely ignore this extended struggle. Chalco- 
condyles, ed. Darké, I, 58, ed. Bonn, 63-64, and, following him, the Pseudo- 
Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 61, ed. Bonn, 56-57, are content to let 
“Bayazid” give the realm to John, and both mistakenly have Manuel crowned 
while Andronicus and his son become clients or dependents of the Emir; and 
the Pseudo-Phrantzes even has Andronicus given Thessalonica (a confusion 
with Andronicus’ son John VII, and with Manuel’s son Andronicus, both of 
whom later ruled in Thessalonica); all of this, of course, being completely 
wrong. Berger de Xivrey, 49, is misled by all this. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 73, ed. 
Bonn, 45-46, is even more hopelessly garbled. First, he says that after his 
relatives’ escape and comeback, Andronicus had no wish to cause further 


civil war and, instead, made submission to his father. This tale is accepted © 


blindly .by Pears, 94-95, and, with some modifications, by Muralt, p. 710, 
no. 11. Then, although Ducas correctly notes the appanage created for 
Andronicus, he erroneously claims that Manuel was crowned Emperor then, 
and further compounds confusion by stating that at the same time Francesco 
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88 . Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


with his other son Manuel, as he himself relates,” Cantacuzenus 
took part in the aforementioned negotiations of 1967.7 His in- 
fluence was obviously great, for the circumstances of these 
. negotiations make it clear that no decisions could be reached 
on Papal proposals until his views had been heard on them, such 
was his position and the importance of his opinions. Not only 
was he the chief Byzantine spokesman during these negotiations, 
but, later in that year, in a letter dated November 8, Pope Urban 
V wrote to him, urging his support in projects for union and 
noting also his great power.’ Then in 1875, he was the re- 
cipient of another letter, dated January 28, from Pope Gregory 
XL who, in his turn, attempted to enlist the aid of Cantacuzenus 
in the still-hoped-for project and went so far as to invite him to 


come to Rome.*” 
Active as Cantacuzenus was in ecclesiastical affairs, he appears 


to have had some involvement in political developments also. 
There is even a slight possibility that he was influential in the 
abandonment of Andronicus in favor of Manuel in the 1870's.’ 


99. Cantacuzenus, IV, 49, pp. 356-360; cf. Meyendorff, “Projets de 
‘eoncile oecuménique en 1367,” 151. 

100. Meyendorff, “Projets,” 161-164. 

101. Text, Baronius-Raynaldus, 1367, no. 8 (Vol. 26, pp. 144-145, written 
at the same time as those to John and his sons mentioned above, p. 9. Cf. 
Meyendorff, “Projets de concile oecuménique en 1367,” 152; see also 
Halecki, Un Empereur, 167-168, and Berger de: Xivrey, 34. 

102. Text, Baronius-Raynaldus, 1875, nos. 9-3 (Vol. 26, pp. 246-247). 
This letter is part of a group including letters also to J ohn V and to Manuel, 
who was by now “imperator” and is addressed as such. Cf. Halecki, Un 
Empereur, 309-311. Berger de Xivrey, who missed the significance of these 
appearances of Cantacuzenus, embarks on an extraordinary flight of imagi- 
nation, pp. 40-42, n. 3, in which he concludes that Cantacuzenus accepted 
the invitation and did go to Rome (or wherever the Pope was). Halecki, 
Un Empereur, 311, lays this theory gently to rest and also points out the 
relationship of the invitation to Cydones and to the latter’s trip. Cf. also 
Loenertz, Echos d Orient, 36 (1937), p. 485, n. 4. It is a pity that Berger de 
Xivrey did not have as a source the Chron. Barb. 111, 26, where he would 
have found to his delight the statement that John V sent John Cantacuzenus 
to the West. But he could have gained little comfort from this passage in 
actuality, for it is an unbelievably jumbled confusion of the Western journeys 
of John V and Manuel II. 

103. The Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, p. 59, Il. 14-15, ed. Bonn, 
p. 54, Il. 16-17, in its account of Andronicus’ supposed visit to Murad to 
obtain his aid in 1376, has Andronicus protest his and his son’s claims by 
right of birth. “But,” continues the prince’s complaint (in indirect discourse) 
in this account, “the father and grandfather [doc] wishes to do them 
injury and to give [the throne], as we said, to the later-born [son].” 
Cranted that this source is suspect and the entire episode unlikely. But the 
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We hear nothing of him during the usurpation of Andronicus IV 
and perhaps he was left alone, as Cydones seems ‘also to hate 
been. But he could only have been regarded with suspicion for 
he makes his next appearance as one of the captives—along alk 
his daughters, including the Empress Helena—who were taken by 
- Andronicus on his flight to Pera in 1379.2 
The reasons for this situation are given in an important letter 
of Cydones to the Empress Helena herself.‘ In this letter 
Cydones reminds the Empress of her suffering during the civil 
wars; how she was torn between her love for the contending 
members of her family, and how her pleas for those imprisoned 
were interpreted harshly as preference for them; how, after the 
escape of her husband and sons in 1379, she and her father were 
suspected of collusion in this and were therefore both seized 
and confined; and how in this state she had to endure grave dis- 
comforts and hardships amid barbarian jailers during the ensuing 
fighting, when Pera, to which they had been taken, was besieged 
Plainly, then, Cantacuzenus and his daughter were arrested an 
suspicion—perhaps justified in this case, for all we know—of help- 
ing the prisoners to escape, and they were then held as hostages 
after the return of John V and his sons. Presumably, they were 


point here is how one translates the verb. If one take i 0: 
BotAetat at normal face value, one would assume a oe cee Ee : 
both as xatje of Andronicus and as adémmog of the future John VIL Such 
would be the usual reading. Yet, it is tempting to wonder if we might not 
take the sentence as involving a common Atticism, the use of a singular verb 
form for a plural subject. This would make Andronicus the sole pivot of 


relationships, with John V only as the xatijg and with none other than 


Cantacuzenus himself as the xdsmo ikeli 
: cs. In all likelihood, the grammati 
aie for such an interpretation are too weak to allow it any eel jai 
» even in the text of a sixteenth-century forger, there is perhaps some 
value in pointing out this tantalizing possibility, however slender. 

104. oe Vat. gr. 162, no. 14, p. 209, Il. 57-58: “And the lord Andro- 
nicus, taking his consort, Maria, [his] grandfather [xdéxxov] Cantacuzenus 
and his mother Helene, departed to Galata.” 
don C. 1383 (No. 28), L. 222, which Loenertz, Echos d’Orient. 36 
eee i PP. ae n. 8, in his edition, dates after 1392. Manuel 

ims o rea s missive, and in his : i 
ition Soe in his own Letter xy’ expresses his appre- 

6. Manuel, Funeral Oration, ed. Mi 
; , ed. Migne, 205D, ed. Lam ; 
u 11-17, says that his brother Theodore refused to leave for his ae 
oo Peloponnesus until “he should also see his mother, with her own 
ather and her sisters, returned back home from their prison, in which they 
were held by the Latins.” This is the only source which mentions the cap- 


__ tivity of Helena’s sisters; all the others speak only of her and her father. 
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Ad. Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


second feature of this settlement was even more crucial: Le 
thirty-three-year-old Andronicus and his line were recognize 
as'.the legitimate successors to the throne. This represented a 


_«.° Qrastic step backward for John V and a relinquishing of his reso- 


+ « 116 
lution of at least ten years to make Manuel his successor. 


As far as can be judged, Manuel was apparently serving with 
Murad at the time of the conclusion of the May, 1881, agree- 
ment, or just after it.’ Therefore, he may well have been absent 
when the resettlement of the succession, so detrimental to him, 
was made. We have no way of knowing whether he was aware 
that this crucial alteration of his status was contemplated. Nor do 
we know what his reaction was when his new position, or loss of 
position, was made known to him in whatever fashion.” Indeed, 
almost every aspect of this important juncture m Manuel s life is 
shrouded in obscurity, thanks to a total lack of any clear informa- 
tion. But, for all we do not know and for all the questions yet 
unanswered, the facts that we can ascertain about Manuel's 


course of action speak volumes to us. - 
In our ignorance of so many of these events, we have no idea 


jumble of the events of 1379-81, it seems to be well-founded ane reliable in 
the light of our other knowledge. Délger, “Johannes VIE” p. 2 F ae : sug 
gests that the statement by (the Pseudo-) Phrantzes, ed. Papa oon os Sh 
ed. Bonn, 56-57, that Andronicus received Thessalonica as a Despo ate is : 
confusion with the later investment of his son John; it is probably a eee con 
fusion with Manuel’s own son Andronicus, who was the Despot of Thessa- 
lonica in later years. For a discussion of the seat sof the appandce, see 
F. Dirimtekin, “La Forteresse byzantine de Selymbia,” Actes du 5 ong 
Internationale d'Etudes Byzantines, 1955 (Istanbul, 1957), 127-1 as 

116. On this settlement in general, see Dennis, 45; Charanis, © e; 
300; Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 26; Ostrogorsky, Hist. Byz. St., ii ae 

117. Such is the apparently sound conclusion of Dennis, mie pre 
basis of Cydones’ Letters C. 132, L. 218; C. 138, L. 219; and C. - pri 
which are dated by Loenertz to May-June of 1381. Also, ae ae 
L. 208 (which Loenertz can only date 1380-82), may we tee er oe i 
absence of Manuel (and not of John V, as the note by Loenertz o is editio : 
Il, 86, suggests). Cydones himself seems to have been involved. spe : 
negotiations on Lesbos in this period: cf. Letter C. 404, L. mes and, ee 
ing that, Délger, Regesten, no. 3173, p. 67 (dated 1382); also Jenmiss es 
Chronicle of Lesbos,” 11. In a group of short chronicle entries edite . y 
M. Gedeon in ExxAnotaotixt ddjsera, 23 (1903), there is oe (p : 
cp. 162) which speaks of Manuel entering Constantinople on : eptem He 
of the year 6890, eleventh indiction. This would be our year es ; exe 
the fact that the Byzantine year 6890 was a fifth, not an clever , in . oe 
year; and just why Manuel would be arriving then is difficult a oy ie 
likelihood the statement of year is defective, and this entry probably app 
to a later time: see n. 175 and n. 179 below. 

118. Cf. Dennis, 49. 
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what Manuel’s status was to be in the light of the newest re- 
vision of the succession. It is not completely improbable that he 
was intended to resume his former position as Despot of Thes- 
salonica, but we can by no means be sure of this.12® It seems 


119. Dennis, 45-46, and also 79, concludes that Manuel was not intended 


- to return to Thessalonica, on the basis of two arguments: that when Manuel 


did go there, (1) he had to leave for it secretly, and (2) he was not expected 
there when he arrived. Both these arguments seem to be reasonably well 
justified themselves as statements on the basis of fairly explicit sources. But 
I am not so certain that “these two facts are inexplicable if Manuel, at the 
time of the agreement of 1381, had by an express clause, or even by a tacit 
understanding, recovered his rights to Thessalonica” (p. 46). The second 
argument is by no means conclusive, since it could have been the specific 
time of his arrival, and not the ultimate prospect of his coming at one point 
or another, that was unexpected. The first argument is less easy to explain 
away, but at the same time it proves nothing conclusively. It is not impossi- 
ble, again, that it was intended for Manuel to go to Thessalonica, but not 
so soon, and that his departure required secrecy because it was earlier than 
his father had wished or envisioned. 

Certainly, Thessalonica would be the logical place for Manuel, and one 
is tempted to suspect such an intention also from the change in Theodore’s 
assignment from Thessalonica, to which he was supposed to go in 1376 
(as noted above, p. 29), to the Morea, where he did go in 1382. It could be, 
of course, that the urgency of the advice of Matthew and John Cantacuzenus, 
of which Manuel speaks (see above, p. 40), impelled this change. But one 
must always bear in mind that Manuel may simply have been trying to justify 
with this statement Theodore’s right to take over this long-time stamping 
ground of the Cantacuzeni. At any rate, it would seem that the date of this 
transfer may have been about the time of the new settlement with Androni- 
cus. .For, at some time after his release from prison with his father and 
brother, Theodore issued a prostagma in his capacity as Despot of Thessa- 
lonica. Although we cannot be certain of the exact date or circumstances of 
this docunient, it must have been delivered between 1380 and 1382. On this 
see Loenertz, “Un Prostagma perdu de Théodore Ier Paléologue regardant - 
Thessalonique (1380/82?),” Ex. ‘Er. But. Eaovd., 25 (1955), 170-172; 
cf. Dennis, p. 42 and n. 69, for the other literature on this problem. 

Thus, Theodore’s transfer could have been decided upon at about the 
same time as the deprivation of Manuel of his right to the succession—and 
for only one reason. In view of the parceling out, deliberate or otherwise, 
of the remaining segments of the Empire at this point to the various members 
of the Imperial family, it is not unrealistic to think that Theodore was trans- 
ferred to the Peloponnesus deliberately to make way for Manuel’s return, 
sooner or later, to Thessalonica. . 

But, amid all these problems, we simply do not know the true course of 
events. On the basis of the scant material at hand, I would by no means 
regard Dennis’ interpretation as the only tenable one. He also suggests, as a 


_ result of this speculation, that, if no particular compensation were set aside 


to offset Manuel’s loss of the promise of the throne, there might have been 


Some kind of personal conflict between Manuel and his father, as a back- 
ground to this whole episode and as a preparation for the ill will of 1387. 


This suggestion seems even more farfetched, for all its ingenuity. But, again, 
we simply do not know: 
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46 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


the city as the legal and faithful deputy of his father, bearing 
only the noncommittal title of Despot. And even later, on through 
the civil wars of 1876-81, everything Manuel did was as a loyal 


- and devoted son, completely identified with the interests of his 


- father and—barring the minor exception of his richly appreciated 
aid to John during the latter’s detention in Venice in 1870-71— 
apparently with little or no personal initiative of his own. Not 
only did he display emphatic initiative now, but also blunt in- 
dependence. Retaining the prerogatives of the title of Basileus 
and of issuing chrysobulls,”* he reigned as if he were an inde- 
pendent sovereign in his own right. Indeed, his course of action 
amounted to a virtual defiance of his father. 

This fact is most clearly evident in the basic sphere of his ex- 
ternal policy and principal activity. John, as a vassal of the Emir, 
was committed by definition to peace and amity with the Turks. 
Quite on the contrary, Manuel's conduct from the outset was 
based on overt hostility to the Turks. 

Manuel’s ultimate aims are difficult to discern, but his im- 
mediate goal seems to have been the re-establishment of 
Byzantine authority over Macedonia and Thessaly.*”” One cannot 
but admire his boldness—if not his rashness—in the face of the 
growing might of the Turks, who clearly would not tolerate any 
pushing back of their own tide of conquest. But, in spite of this 
danger, Manuel’s moves were crowned with initial success. From 
a few letters of Cydones we can follow how, apparently not very 


this epoch find the most thorough and extensive discussion of it. The only 
course possible here is to summarize the bulk of his findings and acknowl- 
edge freely the debt to him. 

126. For a discussion of the chrysobulls which Manuel issued in this 
period, see Dennis, 99-102; cf. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3173a, 3175a, 3175b, 
3180a, and 3181c, pp. 68-70. In the light of Dennis’ work, however, see 
the subsequent comments of Ostrogorsky, Geschichte (3rd ed.), pp. 450- 
451, and n. 4; of Vakalopoulos, A History of Thessaloniki, trans. T. F. 
Carney (Thessalonica, 1963), 62-63; and of Khoury, pp. 135-137. 

127. At least part of such an aim would seem to have been achieved, 
nominally, at any rate, through diplomatic means; for, early in his reign, 
Manuel secured submission and recognition of Byzantine suzerainty from 
Alexius Angelus, the Caesar of Thessaly, and the same also from Thomas 
Preljubovié, the Despot of Epirus. Whatever superficial and theoretical value 
these steps may have had, they apparently never provided Manuel with any 
practical advantage or support. For discussion of these matters, see Loenertz, 
“Notes sur le régne de Manuel II 4 Thessalonique—1381/82-1387,” Byz. 
Zeitschr., 50 (1957), 390-394; and Dennis, 103-108; also, Vakalopoulos, 
‘Tot. t. v. €AX., I, 162-165. 


cee : ' 


Figure 3: View of the Land Walls of Thessalonica, from the Outside 
(photo courtesy Boissonnas, Geneva; see Appendix XXIV, C, 2, a). 






long after Manuel's arrival in Thessalonica, news began to trickle 
in of this success.’”® 

The principal effect of his victories, presumably in the late fall 
and early winter of 1882, was twofold. In the first place, the im- 
portant Macedonian town of Serres was fully restored to By- 
zantine control.” Secondly, the mere occurrence of Byzantine 


128. Dennis, 61-64,. projects this picture splendidly on the basis of 
Cydones’ Letters C. 220, L. 243; C, 411, L. 244; C. 105, L. 247; and C. 304, 
L. 249; with translations of extensive passages. 

129. The accounts of Chalcocondyles and the Pseudo-Phrantzes portray 
this as the seizure, or attempted seizure, of a town already in Turkish hands, 
and most previous modern writers have accepted this. Thus, Loenertz, Echos 
d Orient, 36 (1937), 278 and 478. Formidable arguments for the occupation 
of this city by the Turks prior to 1382 are presented by F. Taeschner and 
P. Wittek, “Die Vezirfamilie der Gandarlyzide (14./15. Jhdt.) und ihre 
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the investment of the city itself by Khairaddin in the autumn of 
1388.7*° 
Manuel’s activities in Thessalonica must have been a bitter 
blow +o his miserable father. We know from at least one letter by 
Cydones that the rush of volunteers to Thessalonica was viewed 
at court with great disfavor, and that the mere suspicion that 
someone was going to join Manuel was a grave matter.**" Cer- 
tainly Manuel’s performance, especially the more successful it 
was, put John in an awkward position in view of his and his 
Empire’s (and therefore Manuel's) obligations of vassalage to 
the Turks.*** John’s whole policy since his reversal after the Battle 
of the Marica had been built on the assumption that the only 
hope for Byzantium’s survival, at least for some time, was in ap- 
peasement of the Turks. All things considered, this view was 
probably correct, and the turn of the tide against Manuel only 
seemed to prove it, particularly with the serious threat it came 
to pose against the important city of Thessalonica. 
John’s indubitable anger over these events might have been 
_ mitigated if his own situation at home had settled down as origi- 
“nally hoped. But he was to be bitterly disappointed here, also. 
The disaffection of Manuel had been the price of the settlement 
of 1381. But, not only had this settlement driven the cheated 
Manuel into defiance, it had not even satisfied its chief bene- 
ficiary, Andronicus IV. By abandoning Manuel, John lost his one 
buttress, only to be left doubly exposed. For the restless An- 
dronicus refused to remain satisfied with the settlement of 1881. 
Soon after the departure of Manuel for Thessalonica, Cydones 
had foreseen the difficulty. He wrote to Manuel that there was 
greater need than ever for the latter in the capital—this, in view 
of the continued quarrels, undoubtedly of the two Emperors, 


136. See Dennis, p. 76 and n. 66, for an establishment of the dating of 
the siege. On the siege in general, see also Vakalopoulos, ‘Iot. t. v. €AA., 
I, 166-168. 

137. In Letter C. 90, L. 264, which Loenertz dates in summer of 1383, 
Cydones warns his friend John Asanes that in his absence the latter s enemies, 
seeking to slander him before John V, have been accusing him of intending 
to go to “the new empire”—that is, Manuel's independent venture—in ‘Thes- 
salonica. Plainly, this must have been a serious charge and, as Dennis, 59, 
suggests, shows that such intentions must have been fairly common. See also 
Dennis, 109. 

138. Cf. Dennis, 63-64 and 108-109. 
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father and son.*** We have no precise information on the relation- 
ship between John and Andronicus during this period, but that 
it must have involved friction and bitterness is clearly shown 
when, apparently in the spring of 1885, open hostilities broke 
out. Desiring a fortress outside his enclave, Andronicus sent his 


- son to Murad to request it. Either failing in this effort: or not 


awaiting its resolution, Andronicus moved on his own initiative, 
seizing the fortress near the town of Melitias, perhaps the very 
one he had requested. John must have viewed this as something 
more than an isolated move of aggression, for he personally led 
out a force to retaliate. There was a fierce battle which finally 
turned against Andronicus, who withdrew to Selymbria.* 

In two letters written soon after this episode, Cydones laments 
this shameful “rebellion” which, he says, would not have taken 
place had Manuel been home. He also mentions John’s narrow es- 
cape from death in battle, with God’s aid“ It was, however, 


139. Letter C. 420, L. 203, ed. Loenertz, II, pp. 80-81, ll, 20-24. In 
C. 220, L, 243, Cydones comments more generally on the dangerous and 
unpleasant circumstances in the city. Loenertz dates both to the autumn of 
1382. Cf. Dennis, 60, Muralt, p. 728, no. 3, on vague authority, speaks of 
Genoese attempts to reconcile John V with his son. 

140. Bo. yo. No. 15, p. 32, Il. 23-25, names the town and describes the 
conflict; it gives no date, but says that it occurred “in a few days” before 
Andronicus’ final illness and death. There is a fascinating if fragmentary 
postscript appended to the text of the treaty of November 2, 1382,-published 
in Belgrano, 139-140, and reedited by Loenertz, “Fragment d’une lettre de 
Jean V Paléologue 4 la commune de Génes, 1387-1391,” Byz. Zeitschr., 51 
(1958), 37-38, which recounts the same events and adds information about 
the mission of Andronicus’ son to the Turks, all from the. fragment of what 
is plainly part of a bill of complaint to the Genoese by John V himself. See 
Loenertz’ own comments, “Fragment d’une lettre,” 39-40, and Dennis, 
109-110. Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 26, thinks that the reference to the future 
John VII may actually imply the obtaining of an appanage for him. He also 
takes seriously a statement—which is not in (the Pseudo-) Phrantzes, as he 
says, but in Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 58, ed. Bonn, 64—that Andronicus 
and his son dwelt “for two years” at the Turkish Porte. But this statement 
does not in its context merit acceptance, unless to indicate vaguely that 
Andronicus, while ruling from Selymbria, was apparently dependent upon 
Murad’s support. ; 

141. Letter C. 118, L. 308, speaks of the conflict in terms general enough 
so that it might well have been written before the news of the actual battle 
at Melitias. But C. 125, L. 309, specifically mentions the battle and John V’s 
preservation through it, curiously enough, in words very similar to those 
describing the same thing in the Genoese document cited previously. Cf. 
Dennis, 110-111, who translates all of the first letter and part of the second. 
See also Loenertz, Echos d Orient, 36 (1937), 477-478, and id., “Fragment 
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54 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


himself could not remain idle; however, and, in one of his letters 
to a subordinate of the Emperor, Cydones asks him to pass the 
letter on to Manuel unless he is too busy with his concerns for 
_.the defense of the city.“ But in addition to his cares for the 
" \defenses and his administrative needs,*® the Emperor involved 
himself in elaborate diplomatic activity. 

One of the Emperor’s first attempts to win allies and support 
for himself in his increasingly threatened position was an alliance 
with his brother Theodore and Nerio Acciajuoli (then Lord of 
Corinth) against common enemies. While Manuel cooperated to 
the extent of sending a contingent of his cavalry to aid Theodore 
in 1885, the alliance seems to have brought little advantage or 


Echos d’Orient, 36 (1937), 482-483, disposes of that suggestion, and in his 
own edition dates it himself 1383-86. 

In C. 276, L. 80, Cydones ig still praying for divine help to Manuel, but 
his anxiety seems to be much stronger. Grave concern also shows clearly in 
a letter of similar tone, C. 212, L. 320, which Loenertz dates 1383-84, 
winter-spring. Then, in C. 167 (No. 39), L. 273, written to someone other 
than Manuel, Cydones is gravely alarmed over Manuel’s situation, which is 
such, says the writer, that his friend does not know what to do. Plainly fore- 
seeing disaster in the future, Cydones insists that Manuel’s failure is the 
. result of factors not his fault, and that the young Emperor deserves praise 
for what he has tried to do. A passage from this letter is translated by Dennis, 
119 and 162. This letter is interesting also because it contains a specific 
reference to the death of Francesco Gattilusio of Lesbos, which occurred on 
August 6, 1384: see Miller, “The Gattilusij of Lesbos,” 411 (319); also 
Dennis, “Short Chronicle of Lesbos,” 13. The letter, therefore, was written 
after this date, and Loenertz in his edition goes so far as to date it August, 
1384. 

A good insight into the rush of refugees, who—reversing the previous 
influx in the phase of success—were deserting Thessalonica now that the 
tide had tured, is provided by C. 150, 1. 324. In it Cydones writes to 
Rhadenos, urging him to escape also. Cf. Dennis, 97-98. In general terms, 
note also Letter C. 306, L. 271. 

There is also one problematical letter connected with this period. With 
C. 61 (No. 7), L. 328, Cydones, in writing to a friend in Thessalonica, 
encloses a translation of some work to be used to combat something. In his 
edition of the text Cammelli dates the letter to 1354 and considers the 
something to be combated to be the doctrines of Palamas, suggesting further 
that the text might have been by Barlaam. But Loenertz in his own edition 
thinks the something is Islam (specifically, the Koran) and the work one 
by Ricoldus, dating the letter to 1386. Certainly the latter dating is more 
reliable than Cammelli’s, in view of the letter’s location in the manuscripts. 
At least we are safe in assuming that, whatever its concerns, it does date 
from the period of the 1383-87 siege. 

148. Letter C. 286, L. 329; cf. Dennis, p. 97, n. 49. 

149. For a good discussion of some aspects of Manuel’s administration in 
Thessalonica, see Dennis, 96-102. ; 
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aid to him.** Realizing the need for something more, Manuel 
and also Theodore turned to Venice. An emissary was dispatched 
on behalf of both with requests for military and financial aid, 
which the Senate heard and in effect rejected on April 18, 1885. 
The Senate did, however, entertain sympathetically Manuel's 
corollary request that Venice use her good offices to effect a 
peace, or at least a. truce, between the Emperor and Murad.** 
But nothing seems to have come of such promises. | 

While no more productive of any help to Manuel, the most 
interesting of Manuel’s diplomatic activities at this time are 
those involving Pope Urban VI. In spite of the handicap from 
which he suffered as a result of the Great Schism of 1878, the 
Roman Pope maintained a genuine interest in continuing the 
work toward a union of the Churches. He was therefore readily 
receptive when Manuel made overtures to him in hopes of winning 
Western aid by means of this elusive procedure. At the end of 
winter in 1885 an embassy was sent from Thessalonica to Italy. 

We are completely ignorant of its activity, but it must have 
been fruitful to some extent, for a little more than one year 
later a Papal legate was sent East. By mistake the legate went 
first to Constantinople, and there he received a decidedly chilly 
reception. He moved on to his main destination, however, and 
by the autumn of 1386 was in Thessalonica. We have no specific 
evidence of any agreement or performance or even of Manuel's 
own personal bearing in the matter. But there is at least a pos- 
sibility that some sort of union, at least of the Church at Thes- 
salonica, was concluded with the Latin Church. Manuel’s posi- 
tion may well have been so desperate that he was willing to agree 
to almost anything. Yet, whatever aid any such step was sup- 
posed to bring him never appeared, and this latest attempt to 
induce western support for the oppressed Byzantines through 
this ecclesiastical maneuver was a complete fiasco.**? With this 

150. See Dennis, 114 ff., especially 119-123, for a good account of this 
alliance and its course. See also Vakalopoulos, ‘Iot. t. v. €Ad., I, 155. 

151. The text of this important deliberation is published by Dennis, 
163-164, and also on pp. 437-438 of Vol. II of Loenertz’ edition of Cydones’ 
correspondence; cf. Thiriet, Régestes, I, p. 168, no. 693; and Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3181b, p. 70. For the best summary of this negotiation and 
its implications, see Dennis, 123-126. 

152. Délger, Regesten, no. 3181a, p. 70, for Manuel’s embassy to Rome. 
For the entire course of these involved negotiations, see Dennis, 136-150, 


. ‘9g ‘WU pue FT ‘d ‘aaoqe ves ‘G),/T 
jo yatMNoOp SII IO, “ZCT “SIT ‘stuueq ‘fo ‘gpE “I “BIT ‘OD HOT ust 
‘walqoid ay sysneyxe suveut ou Aq 
oym “QTI-STT pue OTT ‘(SE6T) LE uawOp soyog “Zyeue0T “JO “suyzznd 
- o10UL ou} Ssoulooeq 7X9} Blom ot ‘oR JTesuarg, prhoys ‘souapeqy ‘gassorppe 
om yey} pue yor oq Avur [je yey} Buyurem sauopAD HP ur speor ouo se 
peopul ‘Ayure}e0 Aue YIM woreyordrajzUl Sty} oxBUL 0} efqissodunt st It “supe 
oy se Yng ‘syn, oy} WWM uosiod ur ayeNOZeu 0} ‘AYO eq} Jo no diy e ut 
Jjesumry ponueyy Aq ydurey3e sJoyRng e 03 ‘Gee “T “PGT ‘D JA8neT W souarazar 
e jo Ayyrqrssod 943 yo szurod ose ‘QET-GZI ‘sruueql guUyeer sty Jo pooz 
oy oJ Buryjeutos oseayes 0} AQ 0} WoHS ssjolodury plo ey} Ajduns yE sea 
IQ duos pUe Joye} usaMJoq suUONR[aI poos jo porys yse_ Aue jo Ayiqissod 
ay} ysesZns Assequs s uyof seo STE “IL ‘OSS ‘OD Janey] seuopAy jo siseq 
oy uo YIOq ‘EZT ‘sfuUeq pue ‘oy ‘d “TgTE ‘ou “uazsaday “reB]Oq “9ST 
“wor o}, WInyer 0} IO “so OY} 0} 03 0} ‘snsouuodojeg oy} 0} 
03 0} +AkoT[Oy JYSTUA JonuUE, YOM sosimoo very yo syutod usey 
Of ‘SUOIsIOOp IO suOTAOqIap st JO JURIOUSI sem oy Jonue 
jo uesried e se pepnfoxe ueeq pey jjeswiry seuopAy sours “nq 
‘oyey SjonuUBAT WO siastApe jo Bunjoew ve prey pey A Uyof 7ey} 
Buyeoaoel ysig ‘porder seuopAD ‘edIApe Iof puoLy pue JosvuL 
PIO sity 02 001M oY ‘WONOe Fo osimod B UO Vploep 0} s}lOye sty 
Ul ‘ySIOM Oy} Toy Burrederd sem Jesu jonueyy ‘opyaueayy 
; ast OL-TLET 
Ur ‘st yeyJ—AjsnorAeid fonuey OF JUOUNOOp jUoLeyIp oymMb ze 
peyerp pey oy se Yt 3FeIp 0} uodn peTlea oq Jou pynom FesuuTYy oy 
yey ‘LEST Fo sutids oy} 0} peqiiose puarlty OseuoUt B O} Io}e[ B 
ur ‘edoy ey} poesseidxe souopAD ‘sepomo 3.00 UL yuel1odurr TNS 
‘aos sty Jo puevirider wo ‘TeuLtof v dn SuLAerp episod 0} 
SB Iv] OS JMO UOAO PUB ddBISSIP UI Vos sty prey WYyo{—Ax0}1110} 
SupUrMp somdury ou} Jo MATA ur yURoduy oLOUL oY} [[e—W]veL 
stg Jo A}IO puooss oY} SBUISOT JO Pooyex!, oy} YA poowy 
“WOTT[EGer Ieou pue sotiapuedepul 
SsoPOoL SToNUBIA, SSOUJIM 0} WY IF Suyed o1our oy} [Te woeq 
OABY ISNUL 7 ‘ssouaTqoe} pue o8¥ plo STY Ul ewOIYA sty 0} ssoINq 
oy} se pue wey sry se uyof Aq pepeou sem jonuRIA, Vol ou 
8 TV ‘peey & 0} SuTUOD seA s}MSOI sy JOAO pue—P Supfoaoid 
Ul 9JOL UMO sig Useq sAvY ABU IoAD}eYAM—UOS SITY FO IOTARYOG 
ot IaAo ssatieyIq suyO { ‘Teydeo oy} uy ‘Ayyenquede sty} YIM. 
yeep 0} ueye,. o1oM sdoys voruoressoyy, pue oydounurysuor, y0q 
Ul pues QUOUTUUIT sem BOTMOTesseyy, FO sso] ot} FY} sonied ye 
0} JWEPIAS etMODeq sAT YsMUT FT ‘LQET Ived oy} Jo uM} oy AG 
‘days sty} wor s}[nsex Auv jo SUNTAOU MOUY OA ING 4q,[ONUB}Y 


La T6ET-OSeT ‘auduy ur drysaoyuaiddy 





‘BZI-QZI ‘staal "P ‘9g-ggeT ‘Assequie [edeg oy} JO OUTH OW} 38 sdeqied 
uayuM ‘sauopAD 0} (WU wRaT Sjenuey, pue ‘gge, Jo uumyne 0} peudisse 
pue souepeyy o} Aquoredde ‘ggz “I ‘ZOy ‘O HT sou0phy “GST 

‘OPT “U pue gg ‘d “oAoqe 99g “PST 

‘(III Jeqq se peyHUept st Bury oy} ezeyA) 
1p “4 ‘wegte ‘ou ‘uassaBay “rB[QC “P ‘TET-Oel ‘sruted 99s ‘eye out 
jo siskyeue yBnorowp ¥ 10,4 ‘geg-peg “dd ‘geg “ou “(LP6T ‘euojsoreg) (60¢1 
—[OEI) 10D Walt] eP uppuojdg ‘ony A o1qny “y Ul punoy eq Avut 
Jayg] SJojog JO 7x0} OY, “BoruoresseyL, UI yueyorom uerpeyep e jo Ayodord 
JO oInzias OY} IeAo JonURIN{ O} ‘AI Joyo ‘uoBery jo Bury omy &q ysayo1d & jo 
yuaprour JouTur AraA—jseol Je “Yxo]OO SPY Ul—pue jJoliq ey} poppe eq pmmoys 
poised sty} Surmp syovyu0o onewoldip sJonueyAl Jo uorssnostp SIG} OL, “EST 

-ureyizoun pue snorie}sAuL suTeuial ureqord 
ayy ‘Seq FV ‘S,OGET 94} JO SUCHE SA uyof Zunepnuie Jo uoyUSzUT Aue pey 
JaA9 Januey{ yey AUep 0} SB IBF OS se08 oy ‘gp ‘d uo ‘poopuy ‘jooford ueruoy 
~essay], otf} JO oreMe oq 0} Woes Jou SeOpP eT NG ‘(6LET-SLET) IA Beqin Jo 
Aouaquimour oy} BuLMp Iseq Oy} YM SUOHeIOr jedeg ou} motaor 0} s}dureye 
PPeyeH ‘oprze sip Jo peP-Lgp “Ad uO “1SP—-LLP ‘(LE6L) ST ‘omdojoays 
paunj9ayjOD ,,yUEploO,P eusTYOS pueiZ np sduroz ne sourzkg 39 SUI0Y,, 
‘TPPOeTeH, 99S :Qg-ESET JO ported oy Jo sour Joy Buyssyur ore TA WeqIN 10F 
sioysiBay [edeg yuewoduy-]je eq} souTs ‘spostde sq} Joy syusumoop 1940 
Moj OTe AIO} SIONeT SeuUOpAD WO epIsy "L89-989 ‘(Z961) & ‘LO “Mapaoy 
poowoysiyT upowlawy ayT ‘sruereyD JO S}ueUIUIOD ey} UTeSe “Jo ‘omsst stm} JO 
sloZULP BY} perOUsT sey TepOUos sry} Inq ‘guioy YIM uorun poydeooe Boruoyes 
soul, WY} OsTe payasse sey ‘99T ‘I ““YY3 “A “2 “297, ‘sornodorexeA, ‘sruaecy 
jo siseq ay} uo ATUO Ayyuoredde pue ‘Apuscer e10j, “suoptosse oneyqdure 
stuuec] Jof woNEpuNoZ JUSPOYFNSUL St SIONS] SeuopAD Ul soUEpIAd eAIsNyO 
-WOOUT OY} Jey sasseys (OLP ‘d ‘TgeT ‘9g ‘wnnoadg ur) sraereyD ‘yatod srqy 
uo eAnisod os eq 0} ostmun sdeyied st if yg “uoruN jo jUaUTOeIBe TeNgoe ue 
SBM o1oy} yeY Apordxe sapnpou0o sIuuacy ‘AOUSpIAS PejUTI] ey} FO eyds uy 
-soSessed OATsua}xXe JO SUOTIRISULQ BUIAIS u9740 ‘AT[NF soyerouMuS pue speysieul 
ay yorym ‘souopfp Aq sieye] JO Taqumu vB uodn ApAvay A[a1 0} P9o10F st OFM 


pue syMy, oy} Woessjoq suorneyoseu ydureye 0} aaneyueseidar B 
yuoas A wyol ‘reek SULMOT[OF OT} IO STG} UI yutod autos FY “1oT}eF 
sty Aq dn woye} sem oapeTtur orp “eorue A JO TONBIpeTt ey} sonp 
~UI 0} GgET Jo Moye sjonueyy Jo ornprey yuoredde oy} SULMOTIOT 
sor SOSTULOIA ospey pus ArotoeeT SPeIN]A O} ‘yesunry Jonuey, pue 
sauopAD Og FO SoHo] Ur ‘soouerLo For UY ssurq} Yons Jo UORoOsHer 
autos oq Avut o1oy} ‘uBdeq eels oY] WoT[A Hs CALT Aeur onue ys] 
yor Jesu pemyy oF 10 UIppeeyy OF Assequie oypoods 
Awe JO YURIOUST O18 OAL zo, PO}OU Se “OTTAA “SLL oy} YIM SULIe} 
0} aUI0D 0} S}-OFO otMos oq 0} penUACS orET,T, “HMOB!P AySut, 
-seaiour suloveq pey eolmoressoyy, fo WoneNys otf} ‘opMBoyy 
cor SONY 
[Te—eoraoresseyy, Ut uomtsod sry “ur TeATAIMS JOU FE “TOF yzoddns 
amoes 0} SoHE oNeUOTdrp sjonueyAl Fo puSe oy} SUTwO OS]! QIN} 


GGPI-IGEL “Sns0joevvd II januv yyy | 9S 


58 . Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


stantinople. Rejecting the first two, which would only bring 
Manuel to grief, Cydones urges the third course, asserting that 
John needs his son, would pardon him, and would restore him 

tothe succession, requiring of his son only his disassociation from 
allegedly evil advisers.**° (Such a rosy outlook, however, hardly 
tallies with Cydones’ own description of the disgrace Manuel 
was in while John was contemplating a reprimand, as just men- 


tioned. ) 
At about the same time, Cydones wrote another letter to 


Manuel’s companion, Rhadenos, deploring the long-feared fall of 
his native city. He renews his warning that, if Manuel goes to 
the Peloponnesus, he will only fall into strife with his brother 
there, and he again rejects the course of flight to the West as an 
exile and outcast. Instead, he repeats his advice that Manuel 
should come to Constantinople trustingly, bringing only a re- 
duced group of retainers to eliminate his bad advisers—and, we 
might suspect, to reduce the perhaps formidable strength of his 
following.** But Manuel's course, for uncertain reasons,*°° was 


not to follow Cydones’ advice. 


158. Letter C. 161 (No. 30), L. 342. Dennis, 113 and 151-153, gives a 
full analysis of this text with a partial translation. Cf. Charanis, “Strife, 
301-302; and Loenertz, Echos dOrient, 37 (1938), 115-118, who even 
goes so far as to suggest that this and the letter next cited were not sent. In 
his edition, Loenertz dates from this same period, spring 1387, Letter C. 258, 
L. 348, to Manuel, complaining that the woes of the nation prevent him 

iting and bring him pain. 
ee C; 137 (No. 31), L. 332; see Dennis, 88 and 153-154, for 
analyses and partial translations; and Loenertz, Echos d’Orient, 37 (1938), 
115-118. On the basis of this letter, Délger, Regesten, no. 3185, p eA, 
assumes an actual summons by John V to his son to return to Constantinople, 
which seems unwarranted. Dennis himself, 151, prudently notes the problem 
that the probable size and strength of Manuel’s following must have posed. 
There must have been something to the talk of a possibility that Manuel 
might go to the Morea. For we have a deliberation of the Venetian Senate 
for June 1, 1387 (text, ed. Loenertz, p. 438 of Vol. II of his edition of 
Cydones’ Correspondance; summary by Thiriet, Régestes, I, p. 175, no. 729), 
agreeing to provide transportation for Manuel and a suite of twenty to Con- 
stantinople from the Morea, should he be found there. For the knowledge- 
able Venetians to assume that Manuel might go to Constantinople. at this 
point, and might be in the Morea in the first place, suggests food for thought. 
Cf. Dennis, p. 153, n. 4. On the basis of Cydones warnings to Manuel 
against going to the Morea, Cammoelli, in his edition of Letter C. 162 (No. 34), 
L. 275. has made the fantastic suggestion that this text refers to an actual 
arrival of Manuel there, and to a subsequent struggle with Theodore. This is 
in absolute defiance of both good sense and the sources. Loenertz, Echos 
@ Orient, 36 (1937) , 272-273, puts this text where it belongs, about 1359-61, 
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The end soon came for Thessalonica. On Saturday, April 6, 
1387, Manuel left the city by ship, and on Tuesday, April 9, the 
Turks entered its gates.** Instead of accepting his friend’s rec- 
ommendation, Manuel sailed to Lesbos, where Francesco II Gat- 
tilusio’s government refused to allow him and his band to enter 
the city of Mitylene.t? So it was that, as the heat of summer 
drew on, Manuel and his followers had to pitch tents under 
the blazing sun and make do as best they could. In these cir- 
cumstances Manuel penned one of the most bitter of his writings, 
the long Discourse in Letter Form to Cabasilas,** in which he 


in reference to the conflict between Matthew and Manuel Cantacuzenus. 
Cammelli also suggested that Manuel’s alleged evil counselors may also be 
referred to in Letter C. 163 (No. 36), L. 161, but Loenertz, ibid., 285, 
believes—probably more rightly—that this was addressed to someone other 
than Manuel and in the early 1380's. 

160. Dennis, 154-155, suggests a few possibilities, but they are no more 
than that. 

161. This date is given in an entry of the Chronicon breve thessaloni- 
cense, ed. Loenertz in Vol. I of his edition of Cydones’ Correspondance (a 
text cited hereafter as “Chron. brev. thess.”), p. 175, no. 6. For a justification 
of the use of this source for this dating, see Appendix II below. The short 


chronicle, ed. Miiller, p. 394 (61), Il. 1-2 (from the same manuscript as . 


Bo. yo. No. 52, but omitted from the Lampros-Amantos publication), gives 
the date of the fall simply as April, 1387, adding that the city had been 
besieged for four years; cf. Muralt, p. 729, no. 14. A deliberation by the 
Venetian Senate of July 22, 1387, speaks of the city as being already in 
Murad’s hands. This document, omitted in Thiriet’s Régestes, is published 


. by. Dennis, 164, and on pp. 438-439 of Vol. II of Loenertz’ edition of 


Cydones’ Correspondance. It is also stated in a life of St. Athanasius of 
Meteora, ed. N. Veés, Butavtic, 1 (1909), 259, that the saint predicted the 
taking of Thessalonica would come three years after his death in 1383. For 
a discussion of these sources and of chronological problems connected with 
this date, see Charanis, “An Important Short Chronicle,” 359-361, and 
Dennis, p. 155, n. 11; also Loenertz, Echos dOrient, 36 (1937), 477-478; 
cf. Khoury, 137. In addition, for a discussion of the question of a later 
recovery of Thessalonica by the Greeks, and another Turkish capture of the 
city in the 1390’s, see also Appendix II below. 

162. In his account of Manuel’s flight from Thessalonica to Lesbos, Chal- 
cocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 48, ed. Bonn, 53, says’ that the Lord of Lesbos 
refused to allow him to land at all; but we know that this was not true. 
The author does state, however, that John V refused to allow Manuel into 
Constantinople, and this is now shown to be substantially correct by the 
letters of Cydones (to be discussed shortly). The Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. 
Papadopoulos, 52-53, ed. Bonn, 47-48, gives the same account as” 
Chalcocondyles. Cf. Dennis, pp. 156-157 and n. 17, as well as his subsequent 
“Short Chronicle of Lesbos,” 17. 

163. Text (not included in Legrand’s publication) , published by Loenertz, 
“Manuel Paléologue, épitre 4 Cabasilas,” Moxedovind, 4 (1956), 38-46. In 
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62 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


internal frictions of Byzantium-as well as avoid driving Manuel 
toward further opposition to Turkish interests." 
More difficult would be Manuel’s position. As the recent hero 
and rallying figure of Byzantine opposition to the Turks, it must 
have been a cruel dilemma for him to have to face the idea of 
reconciliation with the enemy. His preceptor and friend, Cydones, 
‘Tong a staunch foe of accommodation with the Turks, did not 
disguise his disappointment and alarm at the news that Manuel 
was going to see Murad, and he wrote renewed warnings to 
Manuel's aide and companion, Rhadenos.*” (It is curious, by the 
way, if not also significant, that none of any letters written by 
Cydones to Manuel himself survive from this period. ) 

But to Murad Manuel did go, as we know, apparently in the 
late summer or autumn of 1387. The Greek historians have pic- 
tured this visit as the reckless flight of a desperate man who 
simply flung himself upon Murad’s mercy, hoping for the best.*” 
Thanks to the evidence from Cydones, we now know that this 
was not the case, but that Manuel, apparently without any move 
on his own initiative, was first approached by Murad’s ambas- 
‘sadors. We also know now that he had full assurance—false, 
Cydones suspectéed—of a favorable reception before he decided 
to go. But it must be made clear that, if Manuel's journey to 


168. Cf. Dennis, 157-158, for parallel observations. 

169. In this Letter C. 142, L. 354, Cydones: expresses his regrets about 
the planned trip and his fears of what the Turks might do, once Manuel and 
his comrades are in Murad’s hands. In C. 156, L. 355, he renews his 
insistence that “there is nothing to be gained from the unbelievers,” who 
are bent solely on enslaving the Byzantines. Cf. Dennis, p. 158, n. 23. 

170. Chalcocondyles, ed. Dark6, I, 42-48, and 48, ed. Bonn, 46-47, and 
52; and the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 53-54, ed. Bonn, 48-49; 
who are followed by such moder writers as Berger de Xivrey, 28-29, and 
Gibbons, 152, and even Vasiliev, Hist. Byz. Emp., 587. The account in the 
Chron. Barb. 111, 25-26, is virtually the same as that of the two other Greek 
historians. Of the two modem historians of the Turks, Hammer, L 193-194 
(trans. Hellert, I, 259-260), rightly joins the story of Manuel’s flight to 
Murad with his account of the siege and fall of Thessalonica; whereas lorga, 
Geschichte, I, falls afoul of the confusion in Chalcocondyles and reports the 
flight to Murad (p. 249) as quite separate from, and earlier than, his account 
of the fall of Thessalonica (p. 255). On Manuel’s dealings with Murad after 
his escape from the city, Délger has no entries at allin his Regesten, 

171. Loenertz, Echos d Orient, 37 (1938), 118, was the first to maintain 
this point, obviously on the basis of the Cydones letters just used, though 
he made no specific citation or detailed presentation of them. In this he was 
followed by Charanis, “Strife,” 302. Now Dennis, 156-158, has analyzed 
these documents thoroughly, using Loenertz’ new edition of them, which 


Apprenticeship in Empire, 1350-1391 ra 63 


Brusa was not a bold and sudden act of abject supplication, it 
was nevertheless an act of deep humiliation. It must have been 
a bitter pill for Manuel to swallow, to have to bow before the 
victor. It also meant a rejection of all of Manuel’s course of re- 
sistance to the Turks and his total reversion to the official Byzan- 
tine policy of appeasement and submission. This was a double vic- 
tory for the wily Emir, who at once had won Thessalonica and 
Manuel himself. 

As our historians relate, Manuel was well received and ap- 
parently made a good impression upon the Emir, who, we are 
told, spoke cordially and affably with him. But in his letters 
Cydones continued to be unhappy. There was ground for it, to 
be sure, in the premature death of Rhadenos during the sojourn 
in Brusa, and Cydones laments to Manuel in one letter this grief 
that they could both share. In the same letter, moreover, he 
grieves for his country and hopes for the restoration of Manuel 
to his former dignity." In another letter from the same time, 
Cydones continues to see only ill coming from Manuel’s presence 
among the Turks and only grim prospects for the capital. But 
he still maintains that Manuel is now the Empire’s only hope, 
and he expresses the fervent wish that Manuel will return home 
safely.’"* And in still another letter, Cydones tries to encourage 
Manuel to have hope in spite of his present reverses *“—a sure 
indication of how humiliated and self-debasing Manuel must 
have felt at the Porte. 

Murad, we are told, sent Manuel back to his father with a 
makes them at last available. His results are followed by Khoury, 137." 
Beyond all this, Loenertz, in “Pour Vhistoire du Péloponnése,” p. 167 and 
n. 6, also goes so far as to suggest that, for his submission to Murad, Manuel 
was invested as a vassal with the city of Christopolis. Since a ship from that 
city did play a role in the events of 1390 (see below, p. 77), it is not incon- 
ceivable that Manuel held it. But this must remain only conjecture. 

172. Letter C. 185 (No. 45), L. 363. Loenertz, Echos d’Orient, 37 (1938), 
120-121, had previously assigned this letter to the time of Manuel’s exile 
to Lemnos, but he has since corrected this ascription, in Recueils, p. 118, 
n. 1, and in his edition. . 

173. Letter C. 153, L. 365. In his edition, Loenertz dates to about this 


same time Cydones’ Letter C. 419, L. 364, to Theodore Palaeologus, bewail- 
ing the evils by which “the Romans” are besieged and expressing hope in 
God’s aid. 

174. Letter C. 279, L. 367. Dennis surely means the last of the three 
letters cited in his p. 158, n. 24, to be this, instead of the (C. 158, L.) 370 
cited there, perhaps by printer’s error. 
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blank in his life. No writing whatsoever from his pen survives 
from these years. We know that he wrote letters at least to 
Cydones, but none are preserved in the manuscript which con- 
taing. most of his still-extant letters, the preparation of which he 
~“'seems to have supervised himself. He may have refused de- 
liberately to save anything from this period, which could only 
have had painful memories for him. Our only real sources for 
information about Manuel’s exile, indeed, are Cydones’ letters to 
his friend. Many of them’ contain only vague rhetoric and 
trivia of little value or meaning. One of them, actually to Manuel's 
companion Chrysoberges,*® also contains the continued hope that 
Manuel will yet be restored to favor. We have a little personal 
note in one letter 1*? in which Cydones chides Manuel for giving 
himself up to hunting, and urges him io return to his studies— 
which were presumably one of Manuel’s scant sources of spiritual 
sustenance during his exile. And another ** apparently refers to 
an illness from which Manuel has recovered. 
Two further letters are examples of Cydones’ efforts to keep 
Manuel abreast of current news. Certainly there was enough 
_ afoot to justify these efforts. For in this period the Turks took a 
great step forward in their reduction of Serbia. Cheered by a 
Serbian victory over the Turks at Bileée on August 27, 1888, 
Cydones wrote to Manuel expressing regret that the latter had 
not been free to lead the Greeks and to make the victory com- 
plete.* But the outlook was to darken quickly, for in the spring 
of the following year Murad mounted the counteroffensive which 
culminated in the epic and epochal Battle of “the Field of 
Blackbirds,” Kossovo Polje, on Tuesday, June 15, 1889. The effect 


180. Such as C. 311, L. 397; C. 147, L. 379; C. 362, L. 390; Cc. 114, 
L. 391; C. 109, L. 392; C. 202, L. 401; C. 197, L. 494: and C. 106; L. 393. 

181. Letter C. 143, L. 387; there is also a suggestion of the same senti- 
ment in C. 109, L. 392 (ed. Loenertz, II, pp. 345-346, Il. 34-43). 

182. Letter C, 234, L. 388. 

183. Letter C. 387, L. 395. 

184. Letter C. 166, L. 398. This interpretation of the letter was posed by 
Loenertz, Echos d Orient, 37 (1938), 122, and was questioned by Charanis, 
“Strife,” pp. 302-303, n. 56. But since such an interpretation has no real 
effect on the actual point of Charanis’ main position there (regarding the 
time of Manuel’s return from Lemnos), no valid objection to accepting 
Loenertz’ interpretation seems to exist. Cf. Loenertz reply to Charanis, 
Recueils, p. 119, n. 2. For this battle, see Jireéek, Geschichte der Serben, II, 
118-119; Gibbons, 169. , 
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of the Battle on the Marica seventeen years earlier was com- 
pleted by this death blow to Serbian independence: But it cost 
Murad his life at the hands of his Serbian assassin and thus’ 
brought to the Osmanli throne his terrible son Bayazid. It is 
possible that another of Cydones’ letters refers to this disaster.3* 
In the midst of these gripping events, the role or even the 
position of Byzantium is virtually unknown. In such circum- 
stances it is all the more frustrating that what we know least 
about Manuel’s exile is when it ended. It is not impossible that, 
concerned over his position after the great Turkish victory, John 
called his son back to Constantinople in 1889 and was fully 
reconciled with him. Indeed, this assertion has been made. But 
it is simply not possible to be certain that it is correct.?* 


185. Letter C. 195, L. 396, as is the interpretation of Loenertz in his 
edition, and Dennis, 158. For the Battle of Kossovo in general, see Hammer, 
I, 205-215, trans. Hellert, I, 277-291; Iorga, Geschichte, I, 260-264; Jireéek, 
Geschichte der Serben, I, 119-121; Gibbons, 173-178; Pears, 107-108. An 
interesting Slavic source account is found in the Bulg. chron., 538; and a 
good Greek account in the Chron. Barb. 111, 27-28; also Chalcocondyles, 
ed. Darkd, I, 49-50, ed. Bonn, 53-54, followed in even greater chronological 
confusion by the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 85, ed. Bonn, 81; 
Ducas, ed. Grecu, 35-37, ed. Bonn, 15-16. Cf. also N. Radojéié, “Die 
griechischen Quellen zur Schlacht am Kosovo Polje,” Byzantion, 6 (1931), 
241-246, and H. Grégoire, “L’Opinion byzantine et la bataille de Kossovo,” 
ibid., 247-251. 

186. Loenertz, Echos d’Orient, 37 (1938), 122, first suggested that 
Manuel may have been summoned back to Constantinople after Kossovo, in 
interpreting Cydones’ Letter C. 144 (No. 35), L. 381 (see above n. 176), 
which he then associated with a supposed reconciliation between father and 
son in 1389, Charanis, “Strife,” pp. 302-303, nn. 56-57, rejected this sug- 
gestion and interpretation of the letter. He maintained that Manuel did not © 
return until March of 1390, on the basis of Ignatii of Smolensk (see below, 
p. 72 and n.-193). He also reinterprets this letter in relation to C. 39 
(No. 3), L. 871, which he dated himself to 1374. 

Time has mitigated many of the points of dispute, for Loenertz, who had 
shrugged off Charanis’ arguments (Recueils, p. 118, n. 3, and p. 119, n. 3), 
has since revised his dating of C. 144 (No. 35), L. 381, to 1387, thereby 
removing one of the original bases of dispute; and he has also, on sound 
bases, dated C. 39 (No. 3), L. 371, to 1387-88, with no reference to the 
points under discussion. He now offers, however (Recueils, p. 119, n. 3; 
followed by Dennis, p. 158, n. 27), as a proof of Manuel’s return to Con- 
stantinople in 1389, a document published by R. Cessi, “Amadeo di Acaia e 
la rivendicazione dei domini Sabaudi in oriente,” Nuovo Archivio Veneto, 
N.S. 37 (1919), 18-19. This text is a letter, dated October 21, 1389, from 
Theodore Palaeologus to Amadeo VI of Savoy, and in it Theodore speaks of 
doing things “which I would be able to do on behalf of our lord and brother 
the Constantinopolitan lord emperor” [“ego posim facere pro domino et 
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important support, however, ¢hat finally gave the young John 
the opportunity for nothing less than the seizure of the throne 


by a-coup of his own.**° 
_... Bayazid was more than willing to follow the policies of his 
father to profit from the divisions and quarrels within the Byzan- 
tine Imperial house. His aim was clearly the ultimate annexation 
of Constantinople and its scant remmants of Empire. The 


traveled through Milan and Venice in the summer of 1390 on her way home, 
presumably to rejoin her son, by then on the Byzantine throne, after having 
accompanied him previously on his mission to Genoa for aid. The evidence 
for John’s trip to Genoa in or before 1390 is still largely circumstantial, and 
more source material, probably archival, needs to be brought to light before 
it can be proved finally and conclusively. But I believe that these conclu- 
sions offer a working basis for resolution of this thorny question. a 
189. The revolt of John VII in 1390 is virtually ignored by the principal 
Greek sources, but we have valuable information in two short chronicles to 
be cited below. There is also a rather crude and oversimplified account, 
confusing elements of the events of 1376-81, in the Chron. Barb. 111, 29-30. 
The same confusion of events of the two episodes appears also in the 
accounts by Chalcocondyles and the Pseudo-Phrantzes of the 1376 revolt: 
cf. Loenertz, “Autour du Chronicon Maius,” 995-296. 
Fortunately, however, we have one major source of the foremost quality, 
‘in the account of a pilgrimage by the Russian Archimandrite Ignatii of 
Smolensk. The author was an eyewitness to the events he describes, and he 
set them down with great detail and clarity. His narrative forms the basis 
for any account of the events, and, unless otherwise stated below, all facts 
incorporated in the account below are drawn directly from it. I was 
unable to use the text in the original Russian: (Khozdenie Ignatiia Smol- 
nianina, ed. S. V. Arseniev, Pravoslavnyi Palestinskii Sbornik, 12, IV, 3, 
1887), but there are several translations. The only complete one, and the 
best known as well as the most widely used, is in French, by S. F. Khitrovo, 
Itinéraires russes en Orient (Geneva, 1889), 129-157; 140-142 for the 
section involved here. This translation has been criticized by R. Salomon, 
“Za Ignatij von Smolensk,” Beitrage zur russichen Geschichte Theodor 
Schiemann zum 60. Geburtstage von Freunden und Schiilern dargebracht 
(Berlin, 1907), 241-270, who discusses this text and its background in detail 
and provides literal German translations of the sections on John vil s revolt 
(pp. 256-258) and Manuel's coronation (pp. 260-265). There is also a 
modern Greek translation of a few sections of the work by K. Meliaris, 
" 'OSoinogimdv tot ‘Padsoov ‘Tyvatiou Spohvdeviv- (1389-1405) ,”  Néo 
Lrdv, 32 (1937), 24-37, 97-98. Another translation into the same language 
has been made of the section on John’s revolt by Kolias, FH. dvtagota 
Todvvov Z’ Tlalawléyou (1390),” 39-41; but, since his rendering was 
made not from the original Russian but from the German of Salomon, to 
whom Kolias is generally much indebted, it is of limited value by itself. 
Kolias’ article, however, is noteworthy as the most extensive and, if not 
without some points of dispute, the most important single study on this 


episode. : 
ae important are M. Silberschmidt, Das orientalische Problem zur Zeit 
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untried and ambitious young pretender could well serve as a 
feeble front for the subversion of the city. The fact that the 
young John had a legally defensible claim to the throne enabled 
Bayazid to pose as the defender of dynastic legitimacy. The fact 
that John had in addition a faction in the city favorable to him— 
whether by virtue of his rights or simply out of dissatisfaction: 
with John V—was a further advantage.’ 

So it was that, with Bayazid’s blessing and a military force of 
Turks, the young John advanced on the capital. He seized out- 
lying fortresses and, during Holy Week of 1890, took up posi- 
tions before the Land Walls.*” At this juncture, on Holy Thurs- 
day, March 31, Manuel arrived from Lemnos to aid his father. 
This is the first concrete reference to Manuel that we have since 
his exile. Whether Manuel had already been released from his 
exile prior to these events, or whether this return itself marked 
the end of it, and, if so, by what previous arrangements, is not 


der tiirkischen Reiches nach venezianischen Quellen (Leipzig, 1923), 66 £.; 
Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 26-28; Charanis, “Strife,” 303-304; Ostrogorsky, 
Hist. Byz. St., 486-487. While Hammer has been misled by source difficul- 
ties to confuse this episode with Andronicus IV’s coup (see n. 63 above), 
Iorga, Geschichte, I, 278-279, has the events in the right place. The out-of- 
date treatments by Pears, 95-96, and Gibbons, 197, are not fully reliable; 
but Muralt, p. 737, no. 7, and p. 738, no. 1, has at least placed the date 
correctly even if he also (p. 737, no. 6) mistakes the activities of Manuel 
at this time. 

190. Cf. Kolias, 41-43; Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 26-27. Note, however, 
that in his Regesten, no. 3190, p. 72, Délger has Bayazid accepting a renewal 
of his father’s treaty with John (and Manuel), “after June 15” of 1389, i.e. 
after Kossovo. ; 

191. That John did have an active faction favoring him can be seen 
clearly in the course of events and in the account by Ignatii. Cf. also Kolias, 
43. Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 27, suggests that Bayazid’s excuse for supporting 
John’s usurpation was the refusal of Manuel to fulfill his duties as a vassal. 
But any such refusal refers to a later episode, as far as one can gather from 
the unreliable chronology of the Greek historians. Moreover, as Kolias points 
out, p. 44, n. 2, Manuel was apparently not in a position of authority—even 
if of freedom—to deliver such a refusal at this time. The account by K. Hopf, 
Geschichte Griechenlands vom Beginn des Mittelalters bis auf die neuere 
Zeit, I1 (=Ersch and Gruber, Allgemeine Encyklopddie der Wissenschaften 
und Kiinste, 86, Leipzig, 1868), 54-55, creates some chronological confusion 
of its own. It should also be noted that the whole section of Berger de Xivrey, 
51-78, dealing with events of the 1380’s and 1390's is no longer acceptable 
chronologically. 

192. Ignatii specifically mentions Turkish participation and John is also 
described as “receiving aid and an army [ooodtov] from the Emir Bayazid” 
in Bo. yo. No. 15, p. 32, Il. 28-30. 
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Ta. Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


History had repeated itself; As had his father Andronicus IV 
before him, John had also, through a coup and factional division, 
seized the power and rank to which he believed himself entitled 
eee by birth. John extended the parallel by initiating the newest 
‘sound of the current Patriarchal leapfrog: arranging for the 
deposition of the incumbent Antonios, on July 80 John restored 
“to the throne Makarios, who had been made Patriarch for the 
first time under Andronicus, and was now again elevated as a 
pawn in the latest chapter of the same dynastic struggle.*”" 

The reign of John VII, however, proved to be even less stable 
and of even briefer duration than that of his father. Even before 
his coup, the possibility of his usurpation was foreseen by the 
shrewd Senators of Venice. But they also realized the uncertainty 
of the situation. In a deliberation of April 9, 1890, the Senators 
instructed their ambassadors, who were charged with pressing 
negotiations for renewal of the regular Veneto-Byzantine treaty, 
with alternate provisions for the possibility that “the son of 
Andronicus” might be installed in Constantinople, and also for 
the further possibility that “the son of Murad” might hold the 
city.°* At any rate, the Venetians had no desire this time to 
oppose the deposition of John V and Manuel and were instead 
willing to negotiate normally with John VII. So it is that the 
ireaty of June 8, 1890, was signed by that Emperor and not by 
his grandfather.**” No one seemed to question the assumption 





Andronicus to John VII, even without using it as-a patronymic, may have 
represented an effort, deliberate or otherwise, at avoiding confusion of him 
with his grandfather. One Genoese text of September 28, 1390 (ed. Belgrano, 
p. 151), refers to an embassy “ad dominum Imperatorem Chirandronicum, 
was obviously John VII. 

oy See Mi ich and Miiller, Vol. I, p. 142. Ibid., no. 417, pp. 
142-147, for the synodal decision of August, 1990, on Makarios, recall- 
ing the background of his off-again, on-again Patriarchate and excul- 
pating him from all former charges. Cf. Muralt, p. 737, nos. 10-11; Gedeon, 
Tlateuagyixol aivaxes, 448. Antonios had been elevated to the Patriarch 

throne under John V, after the death in 1388 of Neilos, the successor to 
Makarios after the latter’s first Patriarchate. To John V’s and Manuel's 
credit, after their restoration Makarios was apparently not replaced immedi- 
ately in his turn again, either until his death, or at least until after a decent 
interval. At any rate, by the summer of 1391 the cycle was completed - 
the reinstatement of Antonios for his own second Patriarchate (1391-1397): 


448-450. 
eran is Régestes, I, no. 772, p. 186. Cf. Vasiliev, Hist. Byz. Emp., 


586. ‘ wa 
199. Délger, Regesten, no. 3192, pp. 72-13; Greek text, Miklosich and 
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that John VII had a legitimate right to sit on the throne of 
Byzantium.” 

But such superficial success was not enough, for there was a 
fatal faw in John VII’s position. He had failed to eliminate the 
opposition of his grandfather and uncle, being even less success- 
ful in this respect than his father had been in 1876. The old 
Emperor and his loyal son had taken refuge in their fortress. 
John V chose to remain there, perhaps because of the feebleness 
of age as an obstacle to flight. There is, however, the likelihood 
it had been agreed by father and son that this remaining 
foot in the door, as it were, was too precious a position to be 
lost. At any rate, Manuel was able to escape and seek aid.” 


Miller, Vol. II, no. 33, pp. 135-143; Latin, Thomas, Diplomatarium 
Veneto-Levantinum, II, no. 135, pp. 224-229; Italian summary (R. Predelli), 
I libri Commemoriali della Republica di Venezia, Regesti, IIL (Venice, 1883), 
no. 347, pp. 207-208. But none of these publications takes proper note of 
the correct signer: see Silberschmidt, 75-77; Délger, “Johannes VII.,” p. 27, 
n. 5. (But the assumption by Silberschmidt, 72, that the negotiations with 
Venice discussed by the Senate on October 4, 1390 [Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 
780, p. 188] were in the name of John VII is surely incorrect, though it is 
still accepted by Délger in his Regesten, no. 3192a, p. 73.) In various official 
references to John VII the Venetians were content to accord him the full 
Imperial title without dispute: see, for example, the Senate’s deliberations 
concerning John VII’s mother in Barker, “John VII in Genoa,” 237-238. Even 
after John VII had been expelled from the capital, the Venetians were 
reluctant to become involved in any of this internal quarrel, as can be seen 
in the Senate’s deliberation of October 4, 1390: text, Iorga, “Venetia in 


vo» 


Marea neagra,” Analele Academiei Roméne, Memoriile Sectiunii istorice, I, 
36 (1913-14), no. 20, p. 1105; cf. Thiriet, Régestes, no. 780, p. 188, whose 
summary is inadequate. 

200. Kolias, p. 48, n. 2, and also p. 49, n. 2, believes that John VII 
assumed power already bearing the title of Emperor, and that. we hear 
nothing of a coronation of him because John felt there was no need of one. 
(This theory discounts the more simple explanation of the shortness of his 
time in power; after all, it took his father a good thirteen months to have 
himself crowned after his own coup in 1376: see above, p. 29.) Here again 
is raised the issue of whether or not Andronicus IV crowned his son with 
himself in 1377 (see above, n. 70); but, as plausible as Kolias’ position may 
be on this point, he goes too far in his ‘distinction between the titles of 
BaotWets and abtoxedtwo in the coronations of Manuel. On the questions 
regarding the respective coronations of Andronicus IV and John VII, see also 
A. Christophilopoulou, “Exioyy dvaydgevots xat otéyig tod BuCavtivot 
avtoxedtoeog (ILeaypateto. tijg “Axadnpias "Atnvav, 22, 2, Athens, 
1956), 197-199. 

201. Cf. Kolias, 46-47, who does not consider the possibility of any posi- 
tive motive for John V’s remaining behind. 
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apparently Francesco II of Lesbos, who may already have be- 
come John VII's father-in-law as well as ally.2°? But the game 
had. been played out, and the brief reign of John VII at this 


_ “point was abruptly ended. 

The young John was driven back into dependency upon 
Bayazid, who seems to have been willing enough to maintain this 
useful tool in his train, but who apparently made no effort to 
sustain John in Constantinople or to restore him upon his ouster. 
Thus, in this latest stage of civil war, the direct support of the 
Emir was not the decisive factor on the side of the ultimately 
triumphant party, as it had been in 1879. But if John V and 
Manuel had managed to win without Bayazid’s active help, their 
victory was still owed to him in the negative sense that he did 
not actively oppose them and at least tacitly approved. Bayazid 
may well have felt that the failure of John VII to secure him- 
self effectively in the city had shown the pretender to be un- 
worthy of the Emir’s continued swpport.?°* At any rate, Bayazid, 
we may be sure, must have felt confident that he could bend 
the restored John V and. Manuel to his wishes sufficiently to 
tolerate their return. Perhaps at least part of his price was a 
fulfllment by Manuel of Byzantine obligations of military serv- 


207. For a discussion of the marriage of John VII to the daughter of 
Francesco II Gattilusio, and the question of its chronology, see Appendix 
V below. John’s indebtedness to the Genoese of Pera is noted further ne 
small fashion, however, in an expense account entry for October 17, 1 0, 
citing the debt of a small sum by “Calo Jane, filius quondam bone mone 
domini Chir Andronici Palaeologi imperatoris”: Iorga, Notes et extralts. a 
Ibid., 47, lorga notes the receipt of a slightly larger sum “in [nomine 4 
domino Chir Andronicho Palaeologo.” This is not, of course, Andronicus i 
But lorga (ibid., n. 2) is quite wrong in suggesting that this person was 
Manuel’s son Andronicus, the future Despot of Thessalonica—who not any 
was not yet born at this date (see Appendix XII below), but whose paren S 
were not even yet married! It is likely that this corrupt text refers rather fe 
John VII, son of Andronicus Palaeologus, perhaps in connection with the 
very same debt noted above, in n. a the use of the name Andronicus 

where for John VII, see above, n. : : : 

ae This Searle interpretation is suggested by Kolias, 49. It mig 
be noted that Alderson, The Structure of the Ottoman Dynasty, Table 
XXIV, has Bayazid married to a daughter of John v (and Helen Seas 
zena) in 1389. If this date were taken flexibly, it might suggest some vo 
of accommodation by John with the Emir or perhaps even some kind o 
condition of Bayazid’s support for the threatened or deposed old Exper. 
But Alderson gives no citation for this union, and I have found no reference 
to it in any source I have used, certainly not in Greek ones. 
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ice, which were presumably neglected during Manuel’s exile 
and earlier, in view of John V’s age and ill-health: 

For Manuel himself the events of 1890 had been decisive. 
Whatever had been the occasion and nature of the réconciliation 
between him and his father, the civil strife of April-September 
1390 had given him his golden opportunity, as he himself must 
surely have been aware, to prove once and for all his loyalty 
and indispensability to John V during the latter’s declining years, 
especially amid such perils.**° The bonds that had linked them 
so strongly from 1371 to 1879 were forged anew, even more 
strongly. Whether by formal acknowledgment or by tacit agree- 


ment, it was quite plain now that John V fully accepted his able 
son as his heir and successor.?"° 


The price to be paid, however, for this restoration as heir 
apparent was the onerous task of serving the military vassalage 
of Byzantium to the terrible Emir. And so it was that Manuel 
found himself, apparently in the fall of 1890, leading a contin- 
gent of troops in the army of Bayazid, side by side with his rival, 
John VII. As if this were not embarrassing enough, Manuel was 
forced to participate personally in the reduction of Philadelphia, 
the last independent Byzantine city in Asia Minor. Its formal ces- 
sion had already been wrung from Manuel and his father pre- 
viously, but it had refused to surrender. To Manuel fell the hu- 


miliating duty of assisting in the forcible seizure of this stubbornly — 
loyal stronghold.** 


209. Cf. Kolias, 47, 49, and 51. . 

210. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 77, ed. Bonn, 48, specifically says, in .connection 
with Bayazid’s demand in the winter 1390-91, that John V intended Manuel - 
to succeed him as Emperor. 

211. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkd, I, 58, ed. Bonn, 64 (followed closely by 
the Chron. Barb, 111, 30), relates the cession, the refusal of submission, and 
the taking, with the aid of Manuel and John, of Philadelphia immediately 
after the account of events of 1376-81. This may suggest a confusion of a 
possible formal cession of the city in 1381 (see above, p. 34 and n. 89) on 
the one hand, with, on the other hand, the actual taking of the city in 1390, 
which latter date fits in with the context of the events which the historian 
describes thereafter. From the researches. of Wittek, Das Fiirstentum Men- 
tesche, Studie zur Geschichte Westkleinasiens im 13-15. Jhdt. (Istanbuler 
Mitteilungen, 2, Istanbul, 1934), 77-81, and Charanis, “Strife,” 304-306, 
has emerged a reliable reckoning of the dating of the campaign against, and 
the taking of, Philadelphia. Their findings are accepted by Ostrogorsky, Hist. 
Byz. St., 487, and Délger, Regesten, no. 3191a, p. 72 (Muralt, p. 737, no. 6, 
under March of 1390, has badly confused the nature of this campaign, amid 
his jumble of sources.) The taking of Philadelphia by the Turks is also men- 


‘ 


‘Iapio Ss przeAeg Jo Yooys ox} 
0} pequose oq Ayrreyo Jo sjso1oyar oy} ur Qysrur A uyof jo yyeap oy} yyy 
‘OF ‘ILA ‘10a pup auroaq ‘uorysez yore ur epeouod oO} BuTIM st ‘(uoroRy 
-syes Arelo}] 10f Surpeer yyIoM [Ws ynq Aovmooe sJoF a[qvideooe Iesuoy, ou 
yunoooe ue) oemdury 94} Jo Soltestur ysel oy} Sa[s AjoyUN YA syuNoser OYM 
‘uoqdiy) prempy jeors oy] usa ysnf{ uvyy Jono ai1oul st “QgT ‘suoqqrs jo 
aIMJOLIYs o1aAes oT, ‘90g “d pue ‘g ‘ou ‘gQg ‘d ,‘aFIIG,, ‘STuBIeYD ‘JO “SIZ 
‘ “MOTEC IIA xIpusddy vas ‘[ermq 
jo coed s.A uyof jo wolssnosip & IoW ‘ZEP ‘(OGLT ‘eorUeA JO uoNTpe) eIseq 
-WUO0J] JO sosyjOI0G] (-Opnasg) payfeo-os ey} jo Axoysty oy} ur ‘efdurexe 10; 
‘poAtosqo oq uBd o1aM spusesa] pue syyAUL oY} PLM] Moy ysnf Inq ‘poyei1eBZexe 
Ajqeqord st uonendar sty} Jo autog ‘pespur uonejndar peq & wy OATS “enon 
-red ul soyApuooooyeyy pue ‘saoinos Aueul ‘Joyereyo [e1ow suyo if 0} sy , 
‘Auer 00} read ouo Aq oe s uyof 
SurMoyser Ul pelle JepruomyO oy} olay JeYY oWNsse JoyyeI WYSTW OM “Bunep & 
Ayxe9 yey} Woddns 0} wlsas P[NOA VoUEPIAS Jay}O MO JO suOU 90UIS ‘TERT ur 
_eun[ jo ‘eyep Gud @ ayeoIpur uey} prnom PW ‘po}deoov seM JUOUIE}eys STU} I 
‘syJUOU UsASS pue sivof oUTU-AIY IOF poal] pey Io1odury sry} Jy} Soyeys osye 
yeep suyol spr1ooer YyOrYM eoHOU UoSpas oY} Jey} ONY sI i “Yep sty jo 
OUlL, 9Y} Ye Plo sxeaX ourTU-AZY UL} sse_ WY opeUl eAvY PlnomM YOIyM ‘ZeeT 
‘(2T Pun[ S.L% “ON PforUOIYD OY} WoOIF Tez 00} JOU st Te Jaye “YoryM) gT 
eun{ uo u1og peapur sem snZopoar[eg A uyof ey} AjoxI] stoeas oL0FoI043 I 
‘Buryep Loyel oy} Woddns j[am se ysuf ued PF “uaplAg-J[as st se ‘ysnoy} “unep 
TEST JoquieAonN] 94} JO esuejep ul pesn pry stueIeyD YoryM jo yuoureye}s 
goINOs 9} ? [PET JO ouN[ Ur perp ‘[]] sNoruoipuy ‘Joq}e}F sty UsYM pO svod 
auTu useq SARY TINS pmnom oy ‘uey} utoq sem uyol FI Yoez ur ‘puy ‘Apysy 
PeSsIUIsIp Oq 0} JOU Ore [reJep pu AoBINDOB YONG *jOeLIO ST YOryM ‘sorqu0e'T 
"IS JO Jseoz OU] SEA oFep STG} JU} Surppe “(Geel “SI Jey}) OSPO UE gT oun 
saais ose yoryas ‘(aerqy Jo ysey ou} “gTE “h “gge ‘d “piqr) uoepad <q poype 
solue apruoryo VA0Ys Sy} JO JoyZOUR UT UONeULIYUOD JUvOyTUSIS seATooeI 
Bunep Joye] sm, “Z “u pue pg ‘d ‘Aorary op sJos10g ‘Jo ‘g-T ‘T] ‘SgP ‘d 
‘uuog “pe ‘It ‘xy ‘seioseicd) svitoydeotny Jo siseq ey} uO ‘geet “eT eun[ se 
Taq suyol Jo oyep oy} poysiqeise sey “toaemoy ‘gp “yonssa A ‘sorndopedeg 
‘IEE Teoh oy] oyeur prom yorym “Taquieaoy, pezdeoor sey ‘ppg _‘oporuoryg 
poys Jurjiodwy uy,, ‘stuvreyD *1{ eunf{ eyep ey} pue JoquieaoNy Jo yQUOW 
ay} YIOq sears W IOJ ‘uoHTpe oY} UT JOLIa ue JO YNseI & se IO JdrosnueUt 
[eUIsi10 oy) Ur Joy WZ ‘palqies sr }x9} sTy] Ng ‘sede Al[eIOUIES sooINOsS Je}0 
pea eect ar “(ZE-TEET) OFS Tad OYA UT YIIG sty sooeld “ZT-TT ‘TI ‘Og ‘A 
‘Lp ON “OX ‘OG ey, ‘UorsNzUOD adMos sUOS Jo JOo{qns oY} SI OBE sugof 
; - . “gy Areniga,y sydacov oy ‘og “d 
uaysaBay Sty Ul IN ‘TEET “9s eun{ oyUT ep oy} poumsojsuey sey “F “u “gg “d 
«TIA souueyol,, ‘resjoq “uoseer poureydxeun owios 10,4 *(Moleq xT xIpueddy 
ges) suonrppe [eydAroode Aq pa}dnxioo st yorym “g ‘ou ‘ggy, ‘d Sqeanyny pue 
‘ge ‘seyoy ‘osfe ‘(GT ‘ON ut osessed oy} pue sdTj0U UOaped oy} s}UIO oY 
ysnomi) gge-Lee .aporaoryy Wwoys Juvyoduy uy,, ‘stuereyD eas ‘ayep sty} jo 
UONULIFUOS oY} UD *s}xX9} Bsey} [Te JO UONeUILOJUI Suyep ysal[nj ot} soysrumy 


Ajsurumees “yuews Bry Peyo}IM B yNq se } ‘WIVep sty xe ‘Ysey 
oq} Ur raanod rofeut B [TMs sea vInMUeZAg “Y}IIq Sty TV 27," SULyeUL 
UMO Mey} JO A[eIUWS JOU Ie}sesIp OIse1] IOAO aptsoid 0} pawoop 
918 OYA, ATOJsSI JO sarTeuosrsd asey] Jo suo Avme possed og 


19 y 28 I6ET-OSET “auduy us diysaotjuasddy 


‘s1-6 ‘TL (09) eee “4 “FOTIA “P® ‘SP-LF TL “68 “E “GS “ON OYA *F3-€6 TI 
‘pq ‘d ‘6g “ON Aq ‘Aep oy} GaIM ‘UOAIS SI ‘ayep JOLI0D oY} Se paydaooe ATJUOL 
-mo st yorum ‘gy Areniqa,j nq ‘oyep ourES at} S97e3s ‘EP-OP ‘IL ‘se “d “GT ON 
-a%-Og “Tet ‘sge “4 ‘(eo6T) os ‘Mreghyp Wnromiolyxxg, set Ateniqe 
se oyep oy} soze}s JNq “UOMOIpUL JOeELIOD af} pue reaX sty} Sears uoapes 

4q poype asoy} Suoure AQue epruoryo }oYs Aroyepney AjAIsnye UY ‘PTS 
“mojeq [A xIpueddy oes ‘yurod 

sty} Supureoucs suetqoid pue saoinos oy} JO WOFssMOSIp [[NF B TOF "OTS 
‘ZG-1g ‘seTOy ‘JO ‘wMNuezhg WOLF suOTsseOUOD IOF JOAd] & SU 
zamod sty ut souasaid syenuey] osn 07 yySnos ATTeuoHUszur pizedvg JwyI— (IA 
xipueddy ees) pueurep s pizeAeg 10f wosvar OY} FO uonezo1di9e}xUr s eu0 UO But 
-puedep sdeyied ‘jou 10 peynsnt joyjoyM—uorordsns oy} oBemMoous seop } NG 
‘goTAIas AIVPIIU OY} JO JOJL} oy} SoroUs! yUNOOOR sTYT, “A UO { 0} spueulep sIy 
yues ‘spuey sty Ul WY pey oy eTTys ‘mur oy} yey pue ,‘syodsox sry Aed,, 
0} pizedeg 0} JUOM JonUe] eq} sXes ‘uotsindxa s {TA wYyol Jo yuNOoSe sTy FO 
pues eyy ye Apoorrp Sumuyuoo ‘MVUZT “IGET JO SuoMeredo oy} 9q 0} JoyIeI 
Was POA seqiiosep usyy oy ustedureo ox} yBnoy} ‘uyol Jo sorAres Arey] rut 
ey pepuvummoo ‘ajdounuejsu0p uo Mou Ajsnoyaaoo sake sty Buyseo opyAs 

‘przedeg yeu} shes Ajdus “y OF ‘uuog ‘pe “Gy ‘Noein ‘pe ‘svonc] “SIS 
. ‘T ad ‘Eg ‘d 
‘seyoy ‘Jo semyounl sty} 107 payqnop eq youTBO— A, uyof jou—j7zA uyof pue 
JonUBy, psepur ore usredurEd sty FO JUNODOv BOINOS OY} UT pouonueul , Susy 
-PEH op JO sropiseg ouR,, UL "(aAoge QgT “U 9as ‘uoMsenb yoryar m0) G8ET 
aye] Ul sMoqvereyM sjonueyy fo BUMUUETIP [PUOHIPpe OY} FO Sso[presex ‘otqe 
-uayun Ayureyieo JsOWye st SUVp SIU} “GBET Fel UT BOUDD UT Ajqeumsoid sea 
ILA. uyof sours ‘poydoooe Ayyexoues sou st se “OGET Ul Wey} Joqyer “6B8ET JO 

uUmyne—eurumMs ey} ut oposide sry synd “gey ‘Amoyy ‘IaAoMoy “A[SNOLIND 

‘Zr ‘ou ‘OTL “A Wem 4q GLET % 10 ‘LOT-9OT ‘steed pur “PET ‘SuoqqED 
Aq opeut ‘pemyy Japun ‘TgeT 0} JUeAe 94} FO Suyep sy} Sunnyzor sny} ‘osya 
auo Ou JO put pizedeg jo Usler oY} UT Ajarenbs peoryd st # yng YyNowrp Zunep 
soxeUl YOTYA }xoJUOO & UT “GT ‘uuog ‘pe ‘[P-GE “NOeId) “pe ‘seonc] Aq peuon 


re TST ‘QT Ateniqe, ‘Aepsimy, uo perp eq 
‘AepyUiq TenxXis sty peyover Suraey 3A jou ‘oioy} pur ‘govyed 
stq Jo woos ot} 0} perpjer io1sdury plo ey} “woroezred yesiou 
Wey sso, SUTyZOULOS Fo oF] B Aq poueyeem Ayeorshyd ‘sorrostur 
Zuo, sty Aq weyxorq pue pose AToInjeVUeIg ‘ugof I0fF Morq [eUy 
oy} peaoid woperrumy [PPYBUF SLL exzWO}XO OULOS 0} 3S¥OT 
ye ‘Ajduroo 0} Jaq sofoyo ou pey A UO { ‘camjeurnyn ue yons TTA 
poovg “‘peystpouop o1om suONVOyHIOF osotp} Ssoptn pepur[q wes 
pue pouostidunt oq prom jonueyy yet} UO { 03 prom yues pizeAeg 
‘gjdouryue}suoD Ul uonisod sunuezhg et} WexveAA 0} Ayrany10ddo. 
sty Burzrag ‘our sty} ye WH TWayISUays 0} Os[e jou Ft ‘redex poos 
ur yt desy 0} oreo weye} pry Jorodury plo otf} pur ‘A wyof 10; 
WoNsed [eA B SE PeATOS GOT] Pet eyes) Weplosy et} &q ssoQ.LOy ‘ 
OWL cre OBBISOY B SB OSTE IN [VSSBA B SB ATuo jou wrt popresex 
IU oy} JY Wepras oymb eureoeq woos I] “TE-O6ST JO TOVULA 
oy} Suunp pizedeg YHA petrertor ‘pournsse st }t ‘jenueyAl 


GSPI-I6EL ‘snsojoannd IT januo yw — 08 


82, Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


on the brink of final dissolution. At a time when Byzantium 
needed a ruler of the caliber of John Cantacuzenus—as the latter 
himself in. his ambitious acts was the first to insist—it received 
_. dnstead John Palaeologus. Kind, simple, and earnest by nature, 
Yohn V was a man of mediocre ability and weak moral fiber. Yet 
he was not without awareness of the dangers he faced and not 
without some conception of how to cope with them. 

His efforts to win aid for the Empire by a policy of rapproche- 
ment with the Latin West foreshadowed exactly what was later 
to become his successor’s fundamental policy. Though he fol- 
lowed this course consistently and honestly at first, by 1871 he 
had reached the conclusion that it was doomed to failure, at 
least in the circumstances which he faced. He thereupon re- 
versed himself, concluding that the only hope for his state was 
the opposite course—accommodation with and appeasement of 
the rismg Osmanli power. This course, also, he endeavored to 
follow consistently and honestly, if despairingly, in spite of the 
vecurrent and heartbreaking civil strife and the independent 
enterprise of Manuel, all of which exposed his realm the more to 
the tender mercies of the Turk. His final humiliation, a ‘blow 
alike to his concern for his remaining realm and to his sorely tried 
paternal affection, was an ironic epitome of all he had suffered. 
Outclassed as a statesman in his early years by his usurping 
father-in-law, he now sank to his grave to pass on the remnant of 
of his patrimony to his more able and more fortunate successor 
Manuel, who in ability and understanding was far more the 
grandson of John Cantacuzenus than he was the son of John 
Palaeologus. 

As for Manuel himself, the news of his father’s death reached 
him while he was with Bayazid. Realizing how critical was the 
element of haste, Manuel managed to effect a secret escape from 
the Emir’s entourage.2** By March 8, 1891, he reached Constan- 

216. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 77, ed. Bonn, 49. Cf. Muralt, p. 739, no. 10; 
Hammer, I, 222-223, trans. Hellert, I, 303-304; lorga, Geschichte, I, 279- 
280; Pears, 109; Gibbons, 198. See also Kolias, 53, who perhaps goes a bit 
too far in his assumption that Manuel was held as a virtual prisoner beyond 
John’s fulfillment of Bayazid’s demand. This need not be carried to such 
lengths, since Manuel in Bayazid’s entourage was as good as Bayazid’s pris- 
oner anyway. Moreover, Manuel cannot have been too carefully confined, 
else he would not have been able to hear the news of his father’s death— 


news which the Emir might well have wished to keep secret for his own 
purposes—nor even to make his escape successfully. 
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tinople.***7 Once in the city he met with no opposition, ‘as far as 
we know or might suspect. If there was such a contest, then 
Manuel had won his race for the succession with the DuppeE 
John VII and his sinister manipulator Bayazid. And so, by the 
end of winter of. 1891, having not yet completed his forty-first 
year, Manuel II Palaeologus at last sat on the throne of Con- 
stantine as Emperor in his own right. 


217. This date results from an eritry of that date in an account of expenses 
of the Commune of Pera, published by Belgrano, no. 36, p. 161. The refer- 
ence is to expenses incurred on that date in connection with “the arrival of 
the lord Chirmanoli emperor of the Greeks when he came from Turchia into 
Constantinople.” Other such entries published by Iorga, Notes et extraits, I 
45, speak also of “expensiarum factarum in adventu domini Chir Manoli, 
imperatoris,” but under the date of March 18; and, before that, an entry for 
March 17 speaks of expenses “pro duobus barchis, que portaverunt dominum 
potestem in Constinopoli, ad dominum Chir Manoli, imperatorem.” As Jorga 
suggests, p. 41, n. 1, these entry dates may refer to the time of the reim- 
bursement for the expenses rather than to the actual occasion of the expenses. 
If this warning is correct—and, from the contradictory nature of many of 
these entry dates at various times, it would certainly seem to be correct, and 
justified—one should therefore use such dates with some caution, and should 
avoid relying too heavily on such entries for decisive chronological support. 
Another such Genoese entry, ed. Belgrano, p. 162, for April 8, 1391, similarly 
notes expenses for the formal visit of the Podesta of Pera to the Emperor 
Manuel. Note also another entry, ed. Iorga, ibid., under the date Febru- 
ary 25, “pro duobus barchis, que portaverunt dominum potestatem in 
Constantinopoli, ad dominam imperatricem.” The editor mistakenly iden- 
tifies the Empress in question as Manuel’s wife. But this is impossible, and in 
all likelihood this visit was to Manuel’s mother, to pay respects after the 
ee of John Vv. Ge as et 538, by the way, puts the death of John V 

e succession of Manuel in the year 6880 (1371-72): iabili 
of this statement need not be dwelt oan IEE RT 


‘ 


uodn efdounuejsuog ur punoj oy Azosrur pue diysprey 0y} saqiiosep ey “sty 
Ul ‘SPP I ‘(EG ‘ON) 8G ‘OD JeHeT seuopAD ur ‘Teydeo ay} episjo spurl oy} 
perdnoso symy, oy} yey} UOHvoydumT sty ys¥ay Je Jo UOFFeULIBUOS St SrOY I, 
‘IMUEY OY} 0} Soqiiose seonq yoryAs ‘ouoye 
Ayo OY} UITAIAA 0} OTNI sJanuey JO UOMOLNsoL JURSOLIE oT} OST 9JON “sOUSpaIO 
aulos }eul 0} readde ][Ns pfnom uoNeULIOsUL svonq] Jo Uspinq 94} 4see] 
ye ‘oyer Aue ye ng “1 0e-90E .{OFNG,, ‘stueIeYD “FO “eseo oy} [Te ye Jou sem 
SI} Jey} MOUY MOU OM ‘[eLIoyeU SONOS Jay}O MO WoIF pue ‘soyorvasal JUSIEI 
jO YNsor v sy ‘OUI sTq} ye uRSeq o[dounuLsu0D jo oBaIs sprzekeg 3Y} 
pepnpouoo ATsnosuorre savy ‘QET TT [onueyy moreduryT,, “Ammoyy “(98S ‘T 
‘aqyoryosax) ‘eB10y Surmorjoy AQuesedde) A[sursjidms ysour pue Afusoed sour 
‘pue ‘“6z9 “dug ‘zig “Iz ‘AOTISeA ‘Ua}XO JoSsey B OF OSTe ‘TL T-6OT ‘Steag 
£g6T ‘suogqId ‘(GOe-FOE ‘I ‘MOTH ‘SueN) HPZB-ESS ‘I “azyoryosay “rouruTERy 
‘ZT pue OT ‘sou ‘pp, ‘d Syemyy se yons sroyim ‘efdourjuejsuoy fo JuoUT 
-JSOAUL puw PUR, oY} Jo Buruunztado s_pizedeg jo uoydisosep Zurmsua svond 
worg (‘IT ‘ou ‘opl-6eL ‘dd Syemyn JQ) ‘Teudeo oy} BurAyno A10}1110} 
_ pardnoao ey (Fp) ‘rpeyx e Jo JustYsT[qGeRISe oY} popuvUlep oY (¢) ‘spueUap sTY 
TIM Jonuryy 0} Assequie ue yues pizedeg (Z) ‘edeose sjonuey 0A ArZue 
sem pizedeg ({) :Ayprqrsneld sfqeuosver Suravy se poydsooe eq uv YOTYAN 
s]UaUIa}e}s SWOs Jsva] JV SoxeU “TY EP ‘uUog ‘poe “FH JJ, ‘Noeid) “pe “unoooe 
seonq ‘uolsnzuoo jo sjulod are o1ey} “Toaamoy ‘Ia}Jeo1I9Y} SJUSAS 9}: 10.7 
‘JonuLy[ JO WoOIssoooe pu WsIH oY} Jo pue A uYyol jo Yeap ay} Jo JUNOOOK Ue 
@AIB 0} 9UO ATUO OY} ST SBONC] ‘S,OGET OY} JO portod joys ay} 10F ABopouorgo 
pue seaneired ey} Ul pasnyuoo Ajouledxe ore suBLIOISIY YSIH ey, °Z 


; SYN, oy} 0} pasuojeq sypess 
sy puokeg ArIoU.X1IE} [Te yey Ieopo YW ope przedeg ow sures 
ayy ye Inq ‘AYO 9} UTA Jeo] Je [NI 0} PSII oY} pepsouoo 
sea jonueyy ‘ATTeuy ‘puy ‘uodn peysisuy ‘esmoo fo ‘sem oynqLy 
jenuue ue jo yuouked oy, ‘syueyoIeu YstymMy, 10f AWO oy} ur 
ro}renb ¥& Jo JueurysT{qeyse ou} ‘ose ‘orey} Wey} SuoWE LOneSNT| 
wr ospn{ WMO ISy} SAVY] PYSTU SUUT[sSNJY JY} Jepto Ut Terdeo 
oy} Ul wpoy ev JO JUOUYST[GeIsO oy} JoyZIN} pepuvULep pizeseg 
‘UU, OY} 0} SOIAIOS pu oBeleSseA Jo snyeV}Is ST UTe}UTeU 0} 
uodn pees ATpeyqnoptn sea oyAs ‘onuRyA, 0} SULIO} STY JUSS OF{ 
‘atom AOY] SC PULIS S19}VUI Je] 0} poploep pizedeg “o1ojorst], 

‘Teqideo oy} Ut 
peuster OYA VOUSIOPIP oA] FO Toye vw fT oyBUl OF JUSTOWFNS sem 
woQeNS ey} Jo Arojseut snoraqo sty “Ioredury Mou oy} yord 0} 
SouBYO WAAO sTy JO VoNeYsNIZ sry} Jo ssorpresor ‘Jeyi Woz savy 


Keut oy ‘ayer Aue yy ‘yurod sry} 3 Aessa 0} yureyonjer Ayqtssod | 


sea sy sesutejep asoym ‘o[dounuejsuod Wo youye We YM Flos 
WY OVASTP 0} YstA jou prp sdeysed puv sour] visy ur suBred 
ured sit] 0} JUOTMOUL yey} Fe peWTurut0o Ajdeep oo, Ayyueredde 
sea pizedeg yng ‘woyduinserd yons ospseyo 0} YTAAY OF wy 
ysurese poyorem pue esusreyo e se edevose syonueyy poydeooe 


g8 3 PESI-I6EL “juawaspaddy fo aimpogy ay], 


v8 

‘ger "I ‘OTS “O pur ‘6Ss “T 

‘EI "DO ‘o[durexe 10} :sioye, SITY uf woyjo JonueW IOF youztde Areyuaunyd 

-ui0a & se D3yloNg Aodhoooyid Aga oseryd opuoyeT_ oy} sos F[osuaTy souopsr) 

‘193 ‘(LEBL) 9 WAHOP soya” “Zateus0TT “JO ‘YSUETS STY POIeACdsI SEU 

JQULIO} OY] USyMA JonuE] Buyoes 0} PIeAATOF SYOOT Puw Aaumofl yusoe1 sty 

jo onsney oy} speoid souopAD H uy *g yore rorye ‘TGET 0} sazyep Z}IoUsO'T 
yor ‘steye] Sez10YS souopsy jo 2u0 “OEP “T ‘(17 ON) PIS ‘OD HOT “T 


Avy 1124 yySr oy ‘soomBysuIMOIO esoy} Ul ‘o}eprpuBo TAO ST 
se ouory} ey uo TTA UYyo { Bunynd jo sodoy savy poopur PIP 
TU ou) yey} oyeorpur [pom Avur q ‘ong st sty FT “WIPOP S.A uyof 
jo sMou oy} Suteey uodn eSemojus sty Woy edvoso sjonuey| 
Aq poserue sea pizekeg “Woneutojut Je8rvowl MO 0} BUTpP1ODOY 
‘omdury, Peyo}oIM ey JO oye} Ot} poyenZer yey Mou seas TIT 
sIMMy ey, Teeyo eutooeq pey epnqnze spizedeg [uN sseoons 
s onURyA, OF SuryJOU JULOUT eALY POA ouTOT TINIOH Aysey SUL, 
‘QuOTe SIIOY} JoeB] OU SBAA To[NI AoE} JO eopoyo OU} 
‘waseIsny}Ue sTY pereys oAvy Avut sounuezhg Iay}O YONU TaAeMOTY 
ang ‘odoy yey sAQUNOO si se popresexr suo] os pet, oy wot 
{Bury reydosopryd oy, Jo wWoysseoow oy [FBT Ao{ pue wonoes 
-sryes afqeuopied YALA WsrUn “ooTUe A 0} di v woz poumjer ysnf 
‘souopAD pese oy], “Wo}ssedons FO uorjsenb oy op}79s JOU prp euore 
yuounysfuxooow sty} IN “TEST FO LeyUTAA oye] OY} UE FPS ejdou 
-uRsUOD UL euOIN oY UO topIsod sry eres 0} pesvueut pry 
snZopoerred jouueyy ‘dueo spizedeg wor edvose sIt ‘g 


POCI-LOLT 
“uouasvaddy jo amyprey oy], “7 





86 . Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


For the time being, then, Bayazid was willing to grant Manuel 
his ephemeral rights. The Emperor of Constantinople would 
pay his way well enough as a vassal. Manuel himself had no 

choice but to continue his father’s now-standard Byzantine policy 
' ‘of appeasement and subservience to the Turks. Thus it was that, 
barely on the morrow of his accession to the throne as sole 
Emperor, Manuel was summoned back to Bayazid’s camp to 
suffer once again the harsh strains and humiliations of yet an- 

other campaign as a vassal of the Turks. 


retuming from a journey, all as a result of the greed of the Turks, who had 
seized land and levied an impossible tribute. He also states clearly the utter 
dependence on the Emir, for his support, by the contending claimants to the 
throne. See Charanis, “Strife,” 308-309, for a partial translation of this inval- 
uable text. For its further use, see below, pp. 87-88. Similar if less specific 
allusions may be found in Letters C. 59 (No. 6), L. 443; C. 228 (No. 49), 
L, 436; and C. 229 (No. 50), L: 431, all dating also from this same period.. 

We have seeming confirmation of the installation of a kadi in Constanti- 
nople within a year or so of this time, in an entry in the Genoese expense 
accounts for Pera, published by Belgrano, “Studi e documenti su la colonia 
genovese di Pera (prima serie),” no. 38, pp. 171-172, which records expendi- 
tures of May 24, 1392, “pro zucharo pro recipiendo Cadi turchorum in 
Palacio.” A similar entry is found for October 17, 1391 (lorga, Notes et 

_extraits, I, 52). But we should be cautious in making this interpretation, for 
we have another such entry of October 16, 1391, which notes, “Expense 
facte pro cadi Turchorum, qui moram facit in Constantinopoli, quando venit 
visitando dominum potestatem” (Iorga, 47). That the kadi should be described 
as making a “delay” (“moram”) in Constantinople does not suggest that he 
was permanently located there. Another Genoese entry, ibid., 43, for the 
date October 28, 1890, mentions a debt “pro expensis factis in barch[a] 
pro cadi.” This need not be the same kadi, nor do these different entries dis- 
prove the possibility of one being in the city after Manuel’s accession. But 
it is clear that we-cannot use these entries to prove the point either way. In 
addition, one should bear in mind that further on Ducas (ed. Grecu, 87, ed. 
Bonn, 56) states that one of Bayazid’s conditions for acceding to John 
VIl’s agreement with Manuel in 1399 was that John install a judge for the 
Turks in Constantinople. Here Ducas does not use the word xadtjg as he 
does the first time, but, this discrepancy aside, we might infer that Manuel 
did not fulfill this demand by Bayazid in 1391, if it really was made then, 
but that it was only left to John to carry out this demand after 1399. Such 
is the conclusion of Délger, “Johannes VII., Kaiser der Rhomaer,” 31. (Note 
the uncritical acceptance by K. Lippmann in his old study, Die Konsular- 
jurisdiktion im Orient, Ihre historische Entwicklung von den friihesten Zeiten 
bis zur Gegenwart [Leipzig, 1898], 19-20, of the establishment of a Turkish 
kadi in Constantinople in 1391.) ; 

In addition to these sources, we have a badly confused entry in Baronius- 
Raynaldus, Annales ecclesiastici, 1393, no. 7 (Vol. 26, p. 540). This states 
Bayazid’s demand for a Turkish quarter and also for a mosque therein; and 
it also speaks of the exaction of a tribute of 10,000 gold pieces annually. 
Unfortunately, this reference is included unjustifiably in connection with an 
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Manuel left Constantinople on June 8, 1891.? On July 4 of that 
year the Venetian Senate took note of the news that:the Emperor 
was going to fight in Bayazid’s army.* In his absence, Manuel had- 
apparently left his mother, Helena Cantacuzena, as his regent.’ 
He himself, shouldering the burden of his obligations, had gone 
off on a campaign that was to take him deep into Asia Minor 
with the Turkish army.* In a letter written to Theodore Palaeolo- 


alleged commencement of the siege of Constantinople in 1393 after the 
Hungarian victory at Nicopolis Minor; but it is quite likely that its informa- 
tion refers instead to 1391. Such terms of a tribute (also 10,000 gold coins) 
and establishment of a kadi and mosque in Constantinople, are also stated by 
Cantemir in his old work, The History of the Growth and Decay of the 
Othman Empire, trans, Tindal (London, 1734), 52-53, but he places 
this step after Nicopolis, and his chronology is difficult to understand accu- 
rately. Perhaps he used the same basic information, derived from Turkish 
sources, as did Délger, Regesten, nos. 3263-3264, p. 84, in positing a peace 
treaty between Manuel and Bayazid in 1396-97, including establishment of 
the kadi at that time—certainly an unlikely chronology in view of our other 
evidence. 

3. Among the chronicle entries published by Gedeon in’ExxAyotaotin) 
dAjdeva, 23 (1903), is one (p. 381, m. 140) which reports that “On the 8th 
of June the Basileus the holy Lord Manuel crossed over to Anatolia, on the 
feast of the holy Megalomartyr Theodore.” The fixing of the date to the feast 
of (the translation of) St. Theodore (Stratelates) is correct; and even though 
this entry lacks a statement of year, it may plausibly be accepted as referring 
to 1391: Loenertz, in Vol. II of his edition of Cydones’ correspondence, 
p. 443, n. 1, in connection with some Venetian Senate deliberations. 

4, Text on p. 443 of Vol. II of Loenertz’ edition of Cydones’ correspond- 
ence, with the correct date; text also in Iorga, “Venetia in Marea neagra,” 
1106, giving the incorrect date of July 14, which is followed in the French 
summary of Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 797, p. 191; but cf. also Jiretek in a 
review (of Iorga’s Geschichte) in Byz. Zeitschr., 18 (1909), 584, with the 
correct date, On June 11, the Senate had arranged for a change of its ambas- 
sador and bailo in Constantinople (Thiriet, I, p. 191, no. 795), and was now 
uncertain as to whether or not to carry out this change. Cf. Silberschmidt, 
Das orientalische Problem, 74 (with the correct date); Loenertz, Echos 
dOrient, 36 (1937), 281. 

5. In a deliberation of July 24, 1391, the Venetian Senate finally arranged 
for a change of bailo in Constantinople and gave instructions that, in the 
event of the Emperor’s absence, the departing bailo was to address himself 
to the Empress—unquestionably Helena: Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 798, p. 191: 
Cf, Silberschmidt, 74; Loenertz, Echos d’Orient. Also, an entry in a Genoese 
expense account for Pera (Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 46) for August 14, 1391, 
notes the debt to a certain individual “pro expensis factis per ipsum in 
barchis, quando dominus capitaneus cum sociis irit ad visitandum dominam 
imperatricem.” This Empress plainly was Helena, regent for her son. 

6. Loenertz, Echos d’Orient, 36 (1937), 281. Charanis, “Strife,” 307 #f., 
settles the chronology and character of this campaign. 
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90 Manuel I Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


The perennial custom of using classical names for contemporary 
peoples or places is not the only stylized characteristic of this 
letter, which is typical of Byzantine epistolography. The stilted 
rhetoric and the extreme striving for literary elegance will be 
‘obvious. The continued protestation of inability to write or 
_apologies and justifications for not doing so are frequent themes, 
most especially in the letters of Manuel. It is undoubtedly a 
mannerism to some extent. Yet, one cannot dismiss it entirely 
as such, for in Manuel’s case there were undoubtedly many dis- 
tractions with which he had to contend. We can understand his 
problem particularly in connection with this campaign. Indeed, 
all of the next letter, to Cabasilas,® is an elaborate if empty 
rhetorical discourse on obstacles to his own regular correspond- 
ence. There is virtually nothing in it to identify it clearly, but 
it seems safe to assume that it belongs to our sequence of letters 
written during the 1891 campaign. 

The next letter, to Cydones, is probably the best known of 
this series. In spite of its crabbed and tortured style, it is also 
perhaps the most vivid and the most striking: *° 





- Much land did your letter traverse and far beyond the faountains 
it went, and, after crossing rivers, it found me at last in a quite small 
plain. As this plain is encircled by continuous mountains—precipitous, 
a poet would have said—it scarcely suffices as a camp for the army. In 
addition, it both seems and is extremely wild; and, save for a little 
wood, and water not altogether clear, it can furnish us with none of 
the essentials. For it is uninhabited, as a result of the flight of its in- 
habitants from it to clefts and woods and tops of mountains, as they 
tried to escape from what they have not been able to escape: a 
slaughter that is most savage and most inhuman and without any 
formality of justice. Every mouth that is opened toward pleading 
some defense the sword anticipates, as it were, stopping it up. And, in 
truth, neither unripe age nor feminine weakness and nature are spared. 
Nor, therefore, could those no longer able to turn their feet to fight— 
either because of old age or because of illness—escape this murderous 
blade. And, quite the most insufferable thing, he among the priests of 


9. Letter ts’, ed. Legrand, 20-21. For the identity of this Cabasilas, see 
above, pp. 59-60 and n. 163. 

10. Letter ic’, ed. Legrand, 21-25, fully translated here. There is a nearly 
complete translation into French by Berger de Xivrey, 55-59, and in English 
by Charanis, “Strife,” 310-311; also, a very brief passage in Vasiliev, Hist. 
Byz. Emp., 587-588. 
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the Persians [Turks] who is revered, be it said even -villainous, is 
called a “mavlonas.” Indeed, this most revered salutation is no more 


common for them, among the people of the same race, than: among - 


the Tribalians [Serbians], Mysians [Bulgarians], and Jllyrians [Al- 
banians], who, supposing that they exact judgment for what they have 
suffered long ago from this nation and proclaiming that they avenge 
Christ, actually kill all those whom they chance to meet thereafter. 
Even thus they do, but it is not seemly for me to speak of these things; 
perhaps you may hear them from others.1* 

So much, then, for the details of this slaughter. 

But as for the plain in which I am now, it did indeed once have 
some name when it prospered under the Romans, while they fre- 
quented and dominated it. But now, in seeking to learn this name, it 
is just as if I were to seek for wings on a wolf, as they say, in the 
absence of someone to inform me. While it is certainly possible to see 
here many cities, yet, they do not include that by which cities are 
truly adorned, and without which they are not rightfully called cities 
—people. And so the majority of them lie as but a pitiable sight for 
those to whose ancestors they belonged as a possession in olden times. 
But not even the names remain to these places as a result of their 
previous destruction. In truth, when I asked what the cities were 
named, and whenever those of whom I enquired would reply that 
“We destroyed these places and time has destroyed their names,” 
forthwith was I aggrieved; but yet in silence I mourned for a while, 
since I was still able to be discreet. But should someone take away 
the names that the cities once possessed and then apply some bar- 
barous and uncouth ones, henceforth lamenting with an outcry, I 
was not able to conceal my feelings, though for many reasons—as you 
can imagine—I all but wished to do so. 


And since, therefore, I have not been able to inform you plainly - 


where on earth we are—for, as to places to which a name remains not, 
what contrivance is there to make them clear in lettersP—the second. 
best course I may attempt to follow is to enable you, as far as is pos- 
sible, with the aid of other places whose names have not been de- 
stroyed, to imagine also those in which I am occupied. 

Do you know of the city of. Pompeios [Pompeiopolis], that beau- 
tiful, marvelous, and great city—but rather the city that once was 
such, for now scarcely anywhere do remains of it appear—lying on a 
bank of the river with a bridge of stone and once adorned with 
porticos marvelous in their majesty, beauty, and skill? This city, whose 
founder was called.“Great” by the Romans, and whose own title as 


11. For an attempt to interpret this enigmatic passage, see Appendix VIII 
below. 
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94. Manuel II Palagologus, 1391-1425 


The next leteet to Pothos, is again an elaborate but general 
exercise in rhetoric by Manuel, on the difficulty he faces in 
aa erte letters. But we might note in passing its conclusion: 


|. For ‘the sake, then, of what is in your prayers—to see me swiftly re- 
turning home safe and receiving as a reward for toils and dangers 
the safety of our homeland, as far as is possible—receive now this 
‘ letter which comes to you. 


As the campaign waxed on, its hardships for Manuel and his 
company increased. These privations are notably portrayed in 
the next letter, to Constantine Asan: 





What letters you desire I am well aware. For, were I myself re- 
maining at home, while you yourself were away from me, J would 
be eagerly desirous of them, even as I know you to be indeed de- 
sirous of the same things. Those suffering from these ills are in need 
of identical medicines. And these requisites are but long letters with 
long narrative; for this alone serves, as it were, to bind friends 
separated by distance. To be sure, there are many things that afford 
me numerous pretexts to protract my letters. But at the same time, 
these very things that cause me to have so much to write do not allow 


- -me'an opportunity to write. For, in the respects in which this situation 


supplies raw material, it does not permit me to be at leisure, deluging 
me with troubles that would rival snowstorms. Hear, however, what 
is certainly like to a riddle, but is nonetheless most true; from this I 
believe you should well be able to see for yourself, at least in imagina- 
tion, the rest of my circumstances. As to the one part of this paradox, 
none of our enemies attacked this army, for it has not been so much 
as seen from afar. Nor did they even send forth “a sound from the 
holy precinct,” which is customary, both among others of our neigh- 
boring enemies who are by no means stronger than we are and, 
especially, also among the Scythians [Tartars], who imitate bitches. 
For when the latter are afraid, while they may be fleeing in terror 
themselves, they cease not in their effort to frighten others. Thus 
now do the once marvelous Scythians tremble, while allowing the 
ravaging of their land with impunity. 

As for the other part of this paradox, the scarcity of market goods 
has come to exceed all ability of an enemy to harm us. For some days 
now we have been seeking barley as if for wings on a wolf, as they 
say; since one would more readily find a white Ethiop than this neces- 
sity. And while it is certainly possible to find it somewhere now, yet, 
whoever should chance on this good fortune is forthwith prosperous 


13. Letter i6’, ed. Legrand, 26-27; translated here are Il. 26-32, 
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and is celebrated. And grass there is in no wise, nor any other greenery 
from which a horse that is famished is likely to be nourished. For this 
earth is on every side without moisture, being like as sand. Where- 
fore the majority of our horses, once they are worn out, are become 
worthless to us. And so one was obliged to sell some of his horses just 
to purchase barley. But then he learned that he would have to accept 


only five pieces of silver himself for each of his horses, but that he 


would have to pay five plus forty if he had to give but one horse his 
fill of barley. The unhappy fellow who calculates that the proper 
nourishment for one horse for each day would cost nine horses, and 
who raises an outcry as he marches past the horses that are being 
slaughtered, has become an image of common talk to an extent that 
has never occurred before, I believe, not even among people besieged 
in their cities, much less in an army which was besieging cities. And 
as for you, well do I know that you will laugh at these things, and 
yet be stung to the soul by what trials it is necessary for me to suffer 
likewise with the others.** 


The next letter, to Cydones, continues in much the same vein, 
although not without some additional bitterness and recrimina- 
tion against detractors or restless elements at home: 


To be sure, you are the sort of person who understands how to 
judge occasions and places, and, in general, what significance the said 
circumstances have in times which bring so many difficulties. But JI, 
on my part, am ever in arms and in expectations of wars; and I am 
also involved, moreover, in monstrous hunger and in cold and in 
crossing rivers, and in passing over mountains that are not even able 
to sustain wild animals, and in other circumstances more unpleasant 
than these, which have need of an historian, not of a letter-writer. But. 
these hardships are, of course, in common with all the army. “What is 
indeed unbearable for me is that I am fighting beside these people 
and on behalf of these people when to add to their strength is to 
diminish our own. If, therefore, I had thought you would reckon as 
an injustice my not having sent letters to you for such a long time, I 
would in fact be doing you an injustice. Is this not so? If you are 
indeed, on your part, as I have just described you, I am, in my turn, 
in a state of affairs with which God alone could deal. Even if there 
were otherwise perhaps some leisure for me to write, there would 
have hindered my hand, as well you know, the fact that I have nothing 
to write except what it were perhaps better not to write. And cer- 
tainly now my obstacles to leisure and my troubles are no less than 


14. Letter iy’, ed. Legrand, 27-28, fully translated; a brief passage has 
been put into F rench by Berger de Xivrey, 69. 
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both to Cydones, are of interest simply in that they speak of a 
plague that we know raged in the capital during the year 1391.” 

As a group, however, this sequence of letters gives us a clear 
portrayal in- Manuel’s own words, stilted as they often may be, 
- Of his situation and of his own attitudes. He realized, as he points 
out in that one memorable passage, that helping the Turks grow 
stronger by campaigning for them only helped Byzantium be- 
come weaker. But he also understood that, under current condi- 
tions, there was little else he could do. Plainly, in these early 
years of his reign, Manuel had completely, if reluctantly, ac- 
cepted his father’s policy of appeasement and was trying to fol- 
low it as faithfully as John V had done. As for Bayazid, he may 
have been willing to allow Manuel the honor of the Imperial 
title, but he took a sardonic delight in making clear to the Em- 
peror that it was an empty honor by subjecting Manuel to every 
indignity and humiliation while he had him under his thumb. 
Manuel's own descriptions of his misery win our renewed ad- 
miration for his ability to continue to follow his commitment to 
the policy of accommodation with the Turks, regardless of all 
_the extremes of physical and mental anguish it brought him 
personally.”° 

Yet, for all the bitterness we can see accumulating in his 


19. The plague is dated to this year in Bg. yo. No. 27, p. 46, 1. 24 
(p. 516, 1. 9, in the back of the Bonn edition of Ducas). Loenertz, “Pour 
Vhistoire du Péloponnése au XIV? siécle,” 155, and, following him, Charanis, 
“Strife,” 311, perhaps as a result of a misprint, mistakenly cite Letter x’ as 
the one that refers to this plague, when it is really Letter xa’ which does so. 
At any rate, the former wisely points out the link between Cydones’ Letter C, 
229 (No. 50), L. 431, and Manuel's Letter xa’ (which he cites correctly in 
his edition of Cydones’ text). The letter by Cydones was written to Manuel 
in October-December of 1391, according to Loenertz’ dating. Aside from its 
reference to the plague, it is very much in the tone of those other Cydones 
letters cited in n. 12 above. Loenertz, Les Recueils des Lettres de Démétrius 
Cydonés, 121, dates Manuel's Letter xB’, along with a number of its suc- 
cessors, to 1392-96. In view of the reference to the plague also in Letter xB’, 
however, I would suggest placing it with Letter xa", so similar to it, about 
1391 or early 1392. 

20. Cf. Charanis, “Strife,” 309: “These letters reveal the delicate nature 
of their author and the spiritual agony which he experienced for having to 
serve the barbarian. Manuel was spiritually never reconciled to the servile 
policy that he was forced to follow toward the Turkish Sultan. He could 
stand the fatigue and the privations that this policy imposed upon him, but 
he could not bear the thought that he was contributing to augment the 
power of the Turks.” Cf. also Vasiliev, Hist. Byz. Emp., 587-588. 
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letters, there is no indication that Manuel had any intention of 
not continuing the official course of appeasement by the time this 
nightmarish campaign ended. Its duration was long. According * 
to a Genoese document, he was apparently back in the capital 
only in early January of 1892.7" It was only on February 16 of 
that year that the Venetian Senate took notice of his return.” 
But by this latter date there had already occurred an important 
event in both the life of Manuel and the history of Byzantium. 

In February of 1892 Manuel, in his forty-second year and ap- 
parently not previously married,”* took as his wife and Empress 
Helena, daughter of the Serbian prince Konstantin Dejanovi¢, or 
Dragas.** To what extent this unique marriage of a Byzantine 


21. An entry in an account, published by Belgrano, no. 38, p. 169, of 
expenses for the colony of Pera for January 7, 1392, lists an expense for 
vessels “pro eundo ad visitandum dominum Imperatorem in Constantinopo- 
lim in festo vigilie Epifanie Domini per dominum Potestatem con comitiva.” 
Cf. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 53. There is another reference (Iorga, ibid.) to 
expenses dated “the last day of January,” 1392, “pro barchis que portaverunt 
.., ambaxatores communis ad dominum imperatorem.” 

22. Text of this notice as published by Loenertz, pp. 445-446 of the 
second volume of his edition of Cydones’ correspondence. Cf. Thiriet, 
Régestes, I, no. 808, p. 193; also Jireéek review, Byz. Zeitschr., 18 (1909), 
584-585. On March 8, the Senate instructed its agents to congratulate 
Manuel on his accession and to renew negotiations concerning debts and 
arrangements for Tenedos: Thiriet, no. 809, p. 193; cf. Silberschmidt, 
75-76. Halecki, “Iwo Palaeologi in Venice, 1370-1371,” 334-335, speaks of 
a Venetian document of 1391 which expresses congratulations to Manuel on 
his accession and which attempts to renew the good will which, the Venetians 
affirm, had flourished between the Serenissima and Manuel's house. Unfor- 
tunately, he is unable to quote or cite specifically, and no such text as he 
describes has yet been published or discussed elsewhere. (He also attempts 
to use this reference to good will between the Venetians and Manuel's house 
as an argument in favor of his rejection of John V’s “imprisonment” in 1370; 
but such use is unwarranted since, as we have seen, there were later instances 
of Venetian support or aid for John V and Manuel to which the Venetians 
could be referring. ) ; 

23. For a discussion of Manuel’s marital status and also of the related 
problem of the last years of his mother, see Appendix IX below. 

24. On Helena Draga3, the only single study is D. Anastasejevie’s article 
“Jedina vizantijska carica Srpkinja” (“The Only Serbian Byzantine Empress”), 
Brastvo, 30 (DruStvo Sv. Save, 50, Belgrade, 1989), 26-48. Although it 
contributes no startling or unusual information, this article does bring together 
the already known and available information on her. It suffers, however, in 
the light of subsequent researches, which have revised and settled questions 
of dating, especially of the marriage, and of the events of Serres. But, on the 
other hand, it is useful for discussion of her Serbian background, pp. 26-28. 
On her father, there is a book by J. Hadji-Vasiljevié, DragaS i Konstantin 
Dejanoviéi (Belgrade, 1902), which was not available to me. On the question 
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102 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


and presumably happy marriage for Manuel. On the seventh or 
eighth of February, Helena made her entry into the capital.** On 
the tenth of February the wedding was celebrated, and on the 
following day Manuel and his new Empress were crowned. to- 
‘gether by the Patriarch Antonios.*" In view of the unstable state 





“even in 1392. Berger de Xivrey, 77, accepts this false story, although he dates 

the whole affair to 1391, and in this he is mistakenly followed by A. T. 
Papadopulos, Versuch einer Genealogie der Palaiologen, 1259-1453, 55. 
Muralt, p. 752, no. 22, confusing everything, dates this false association 
1395. Even Anastasejevié, pp. 28-30, cannot escape the pitfalls of these 
source confusions, in spite of the best critical intentions. And, more recently, 
Dolger, Regesten, no. 3237, p. 80, persists in accepting the Pseudo-Phrantzes’ 
statements at face value. 

26. The Genoese expense account, Belgrano, 169, notes, for this hyphen- 
ated double date, expenses for some things “which were cast over the head 
of the lady Empress in her entry which she made into Constantinople.” (“Pro 
Jocabo de Terdona domicilo domini Potestatis, et sunt qui proiecti fuerunt 
super capud domine Imperatricis in eius adventu que fecit in Constanti- 
nopoli,” 16 hyperpyra.) It is difficult to explain the structure of the words 
“et sunt qui” in this passage. Conceivably the text is corrupted or barbarized 
—plainly, the Latin of these entries is generally far from pure—and either a 
word has been fragmented or distorted or left out. On the other hand, how- 
- ever, such wording does occur elsewhere occasionally in these entry passages; 
. perhaps it is a standard phraseology in which one might read an additional 
“pro” before “qui” and hope for the best. What these “things” were is difficult 
to say in this context. They could have been coins. The custom of showering 
coins over the monarch’s head is noted in the description, cited below, in 
Ignatii of Smolensk’s account of the coronation: cf. Salomon, “Zu Ignatij von 
Smolensk,” 270. But they would have had to be. coins of extremely small 
value to have been covered by the expenditure of 16 hyperpyra. These 
“things” might also have been flowers. Then, too, they might have been 
confetti, in the literal sense of the Italian word, from which is derived the 
modern Greek word and custom of xouméta—that is, sweetmeats, candied 
fruits, nuts, and so on, which are given or thrown at weddings. (For such a 
use of the word “confetti,” meaning simply “sweetmeats” without such speci- 
fically festal significance, in connection with the reception of John VIII in 
Venice in 1423, see the extract from a contemporary text quoted by Iorga, 
Notes et extraits, I, pp. 349-350, n. 2.) Since Helena’s “adventus” was for her 
wedding, this sort of reception would not at all have been out of place. The 
“domicilus” cited might then have been involved with the preparation of 
such things. This same “Jocabo de Terdona” is mentioned elsewhere in these 
Genoese expense accounts, in connection with the procuring of wine: lorga, 
Notes et extraits, pp. 42, 43, 44 (twice), 45, 48-49, and 49 (twice again, 
once “pro confectis et vino”). He may have been some sort of supervisor 
of provisioning for the Podesta. All things considered, I think this explanation 
of the passage, as referring to some kind of “confetti,” is the most plausible 
until there is evidence to the contrary. 

27. The Genoese expense account, Belgrano, 169, notes for the tenth of 
February the transportation of the Podesta of Pera and his company to the 
city for the nuptials of the Emperor (“Pro avaris barcarum que porta- 
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of Manuel’s circumstances, the taking of a wife might have 
seemed a somewhat dubious luxury for him. But he understood 
clearly that the possession of heirs, which this marriage soon 
brought him, was a decided advantage to his position in his 


verunt dominum potestem et comitivam ad féstum nupciarum domini 


Imperatoris.”) The celebration of the coronation on the next day, February’ 


11, is attested by two independent sources. One is a chronicle notice among 
those published by Gedeon (p. 382, m. 190), which is extensively detailed 
and essentially accurate; this source seems not to have been used in modern 
discussions of the event. The other source for this date is a long and 
detailed description of the ceremony by the eyewitness Ignatii of Smo- 
lensk: trans. by Khitrovo, Itinéraires russes en Orient, 143-147, and by 
Salomon, 260-265. In his comments (265-270), Salomon adds extended 
commentary on the coronation ritual. Strangely enough, Christophilopoulou, 
"Exoyy, avaydoevotg xal otéyic tot BuCavtivot aitoxodtoeos, totally 
ignores this coronation, in spite of Ignatii’s priceless description of the cere- 
monial. There is also another source on this coronation of 1391, published 
by Ch. Loparev in his article, “K chinu tsarskago koronovaniia v vizantii,” 
in a Festschrift in honor of D. T. Kobeko (St. Petersburg, 1921), pp. 1-11; 
this study of Byzantine coronations was not available to me, but, according 
to a notice in Byz. Zeitschr., 22 (1922), 601, Loparev transcribes this frag- 
mentary Greek text on his pp. 9-11. For some general comments, however, 
on the coronation ceremony in the time of Manuel, see A. Heisenberg, Aus 
der Geschichte und Literatur der Palaiologenzeit (Sitzungsberichte der 
Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Philosophische-philologische und 
historische Klasse, Abhand. 10, Munich, 1920), 89 #., and 111. 

Cf. also Kolias, '''H dévtagcia Iwdvvov Z’,’’ 53, who (as noted above, 
p. 75, n. 200) makes too much of the idea of this coronation as a legalization 
of Manuel’s claim to the full Imperial title and ignores the more important 
association of the event with Manuel’s marriage to Helena. For this corona- 
tion not only celebrated Manuel's sole accession to the throne, but it also 
served the purpose of crowning the new Empress. 

That the marriage and the coronation took place respectively on two suc- 
cessive days can hardly be doubted, in view of the failure of our respective 
sources for each event to mention the other—a secure assumption particularly 
in the case.of the manifestly detailed and complete description by Ignatii. 
Unfortunately, however, we lack the ultimate confirmation of a separate 
Genoese expense entry involving the coronation; even though we know from 
Ignatii that Genoese representatives were present at the latter ceremony. 
The date of the marriage possibly may not, of course, have been the actual 
one given by the Genoese document, but it could not have been later than 
February 10, when the expenditure was made good (if not actually incurred) 
by authorities of Pera; whereas Ignatii’s account plainly gives February 11 
(correctly given as a Sunday, the Feast of the Prodigal Son, which is when 
this movable Feast fell in 1392), and its accuracy has never been questioned. 
As for the Gedeon entry, though it does give the year as 6901, first indiction, 
which would be 1393, this can perhaps be safely regarded as an error by one 
year, for the entry otherwise corroborates Ignatii by giving the same date of 
February 11, adding the fact that it was the Feast of St. Vlasios in the normal 
Church calendar, which is correct, and which did fall on Sunday, February 


‘gouasqe sIq ul 
A[qeumsoid ‘yesury [anueyy 0} eyeusoye ue se Joy YUM [eep 0} avy ISI 
Aayy yey} vonepoedxe trey seyduy say 0} souersjoI ueNaueA oY) ‘ooueTzT 
‘MOTOG XI xIpueddy ees :poried sty} SulmMp sur IsyjO ouO svat Je Ayoedeo 
SITY} Ul poAres pey ays Sours ‘eyeusIsop-jUasel B se auaOS ay} UO ATqeqoid sem 
OYs eu} soydu F[asyI yUeWMOOp ULT}eUeA ey} Ul JayJOU STenueT JO JUSUL 
-OA[OAUL OY], ‘YUSULOUI OY} OF AzUTe}IOOUN UT UTeLEI yUIOd oY} JOT 0} IozoId 
1 -~@ ABW Uo uInjor pue [Udy Surmp yoy YsPEMy, oy} YIM oases JonuLy 
Buraey Aq wierqord oy} eaposor 03 syduraye ‘get . “TI Jonuey, mosodurq’7, 
‘Ainoyy “peopur ‘geet Jo Amn{ (auofeq “pooylaxy] [fe Ur ou ySnoyy) uazfo 
pizedeg gym usredureo pajoafoid 943 ur uoMEdronszed syonuey Jo Ayqiqrssod 
ey} No eynzr AjamUe jou op ‘esmoo jo ‘uoTeULIOFUT Jo sde1os ssaq} ITY 
‘eshig Ul [[s Suteq se (_eourtd, 10 , ‘tqajad, jo uondnx00 v ‘Ajreajo— Iqeyeq[ 
SNUIWOp,,) Irwin ey} Jo syxeods “g oun[ 10j ‘(gyJ “d) Aque Joyjouy ,umsonbe 
ted [sajsoooywog | wmysaz pe OJensuUOD oIOUL Wa}e]se}0g UMUTUOp pe stI0} 
-eroduiy rurmop oj1ed oid syonp sinba oud ‘sjoo18 wrepsnqmb org, :(TLI “d 
‘ounisjeg) junooov osusdxa eures oy} ur ‘A[snotAeid peoyjouun Ajuaredde 
osje ‘Aqua Ieyyoue jo siseq oy} uO “‘1e9h yey Jo Pg ALY ynoqe [Hun 4svayz 
ye Teydeo oxy ur ose Ajqeqord sem oy puy “Zeet jo A[n{ jo ajpprur oy} se 
ayer se sdeyiod Ayo oy} ur se [onueyy ‘uay} “ATUrTELY ,,"stunWOD stooZeu snq 

" -mnbye oid: +: we10yeroduiy wmurwop pe wjodouyuejsuo, ut sisstur sryoreq 
oid,, parmouy sesuadxe 103 gy Afn{ 10; (gzT “d ‘ouesBpeq) Amue ey) st erag 
Io} juNOooe ssuadxe esaoued ey} UT ‘A[Iva[D Warqord syerpouruTT oY SopQEs 
Yor ynq ‘peorjouun ATye1oeues suo0Z savy 0} Sulsas YOIYM “yUeUMOOP Jay}OUe 
aAvy OM aOUIS ‘opNy st AsIaAoUOD oy} yng (‘oyenbepe Ayeer jou st Areur 
-UINS SJOTITYT,) “PUTO Ur saryaIssod [Te y31A HW Sarpnys ouo FL ‘UaUINOOp oY} Jo 
BUIPIOM OY} JO MOIA Ul S[qeATeoUdD pespuT st UoWduInsse 19}7R] STUY, .,"NOJoI 
ep elop wWe}9 Jonuey onb jJuautosressoogu sed osoddns ou, 4xe} sty, yey} 
paysedgns ‘g u “ggz—-Tgg ‘dd “(LE6T) ge “uauO.p soyod ‘z10Us0T “puey 
Jey}O 84} UC ‘UoTTpedxe sty} UO O8 jou prp Pue Udy} AZO OU UT seM JONULIAT 
JeyA Soyorpur 7x9} stg] WYyI prey eavy ‘OE ,‘aflNs,, ‘stueIeyD pue ‘9g pue 
68 ‘IpruIposieqiig “Ioyjow sry pue jonuey YM ssuyeep jo syeveds ‘(ggzT ‘d 
‘09g ‘ou ‘sajysaday “JOLY YT, ‘Jo ‘ogp-sPpp ‘IT ‘uoNIpe souophy z\IeUs077 
ur ‘3x0}) 0% A[n{ pojep “oyeuag ueneusA oy} jo uoneieqTep VW ‘Os 

‘sarorjod 
pay sue ysKpMy, pue yooig jo Zulsiour ev jnoge SalseyuR} 0} soAposuIeYy 


@ SBAA Io}O] SUOT SIT} IOF WoIseoo0 TL], *(CZPI-GRET) [ HTESBA ‘AAO 
“SOW JO oUNTG pueIdg oy} ‘st yey} ‘(Soiomg, Shoprx'wx noigoXoopy 
gud vig)  vIssny [Te JO pue Moosow, jo Suny ywois ofqou 
ysOuL oT, 0} “egeT ur Apuoredde ‘twazQ1tM Ise] [eyoreLQeg e ul 
Toy} 0} WoHover ouyueZAg oy} Jo pue poesiq prp AT[eer ouTpOOp ®B 
yous sopnzyye ot} JO UoNoePer prata Aprreurpioerxe ue savy OM 
- ‘peepur ‘puy ‘yey XopoyNIQ oy} jo ATferoedse ‘suensriyD reT}0 
to uorlssoidunt daep % axel 0} [rey JOU plnoo YM, oy} 0} [essva 
Arey B sv euTUEIsSUOD JO Iossedons oy} Jo apoejoeds oy, 

: oe COLtpedxe ue yons ur o}edronzed prp AT[vor oy 
reyoyAM uUMowy ATeHUyEp Jou st } ‘orofortoyy, ‘oydounueysuoy 
Ur sea jenury, ZeeT jo Ammf ur yey} Teep yf eyeut “taAsMoy 


SOL POSI-I6E] “Juawasvaddy fo ainpog ayy, 


PIPH osye oya ‘og-679 “dug ‘zig “Is1H ‘aoriseA pure “Zg-gy “yprumosioq|ts 
osTe “JO §ggc ‘(G06T) ST “HYyosHaZ ‘zfig ‘MoIAeI YeQouf ‘Jo ‘syueuoAcUT [eARU 
peLtoums ssay} eyeBZr}saAut 0} sdajs Yoo} e10jor10y} Aoy} ‘vere oy} UT S\so1ezUr | 
Hay} JO MIIA ul ,pizedeg jo spuvuruzoo [ye tof Apear Joaa st ‘suonvorput [fe 
Woy Ieapo st se ‘afdouryuejsuoD Jo Joredwie plo[ ey}, Jey} pez}ou suBReUAA 
ou} ‘(PET “d “ETg ‘OU TOMINL "Jo “ePP-SPr “pig? ‘Ztous0T 44x03) Og [Hdy jo 
‘uoreIeqyep IeyjInj B Uy ‘PET “d ‘eT g ‘ou ‘T ‘sazsaday ‘Jory, -JO ‘QOLI-LOTT 
. eiseou BaIeyl Ul Bleue A,, “VBIO] Ul pue ‘oouapuodser109 sauopAD Jo uoNrpe 
ZMIUBO'T JO {I [OA JO QpP-QPy ‘dd uo sr uoNesIeqrep sty} Jo 1x0} OT, “GF 
‘ule[qoid 8 JO YONUI OU ST 9fOrUOIYO OY} UT QT Jaquiadeqy pue sezjuviydg 
Ul SB JT Jequie0deq] UseMJog eoUSTOPIP oy, ‘UyOof fo Yq ey} 0} Jazar 
ysNUL ATSNOIAGO }I ‘QT JequIsAON 30U ‘QT 4aquiasaqy UO sIndd0 UBNsEqag "3g Jo 
s¥o,J 9] OUTS ‘pueY Jey}O oy} UG ‘wy 0} pardde oq jouUed eoUelajel oY} 
‘(mojeq AX xIpueddy sas :cQpT Jo) Auonaqag ut ui0g sem oUTURSUOD 3eYy 
MOUY 9A OUTS “TX oUTJURISUOD IO [ITA UYyo[{—Joredury suTedaq OYA SUOS OM} 
sJonuvjA] JO JOYE 0} IofeI JYSTUI JUSUIEJe}s OY} Jey} Os ‘udAIS st IVA ON 
SNUB PLOT OY} SNoTIseg oY} JO UOS pu SnaTIseg ozyeUN}I0F Jsou OY} WIOG 
St olay} ‘Ueyseqes IAyIeWO[eBeur ATOY ay} Jo [seaz oy] UO] ‘taquIeAONy JO 
Your oy JO YIQT SY} UC,, 3} syoder (AtjUE puooss ‘YET *h ‘ggg ‘d) uosped 
Aq pejpe sorjue epruoryo WoYs sy} JO BUC “}I 970 JOU PIp zyIaUs0T Ysno1} 
‘g0INOs JoyJOUR UI 9}eP SY} JO UONeIOGOIIOD st SIO, “GET ‘AIMoyy osye 
‘ISL ‘spanoay ‘z\10Us0"[ “JO ‘SEET ‘LI Jequiaoegq uo JITA UYof emynjz 943 
‘uos ysiy Sofdnoo jerredwy ey} Fo Yq 94} sooed ‘sazjyuerydg jo Surwoyoos 
Aynez oy} SULMETAOI “EQT pure FET “prq? ‘zj19Us0T ‘AOrDA 103]] paysrtqndun 
sjenueyy jo siseq oy} uo ‘egy _‘olelNBuls Meuy oupy,, ‘zjIeue0T “gz 
‘ysuapours Jo meusy Aq 
yanoooe oy} (Gg-Tg) UWeulles) OJUL soye(suv.g pue ([g-G/,) Sessnostp Usy} pus 
‘910U STU} UI Jaye pouorUeur se ‘Adiedoy Aq poysyqnd useq ATsnorAeid peq 
Yorum (61-G/,) AWoursred UOT}eUOIOD BY} JO JUNODIE YooId) oIeI OY} JO WONTPe 
MOU B SOAIS ‘(G/,) SEP Ul sdUELEHIP 9yW Jo 930U saye} ‘(Z/-O),) PuNodyorq 
SOPHq OY} SMerAor oy YOY ur ‘Gg-—o/ “(L96T) 09 “HyosHag ‘zAg .S6ET 
eiyef Ul “[[ sjanuey Josrey Bunugry pun pozyoox,,, “Apnjs efqenjea pue 
easneyxe sty poysrjqnd sey ssureryos *{ “Ua sem ZuLoZe10; oy} OUTS 
‘TRVEp sJoyyeF sty Barmoyoy ATayerpour 
-Ull ‘[G6ET Ul BUSTETT pue fenuey{ jo UoNeUOIOD oy} seovld Apusyeystur “QRZ “I 
‘ayyoryosax) “eB10y “¢ “U ‘ggT ‘d _‘o[ApueooojeyH oTuoey op olerNnduls moi 
euy,, ‘zlouso'y Aq pejou useq jOU Sey UOT}eUOIOD oY} PuL eseLLIEU oY} TOF 
seqep oyeredes oy usemyjoq UOHOUNSIp ey, “(Z6ET) ST UoHorpur ‘0069 UF “TT 


‘syueuMo0p Ue] IayIO OMT, ,,'SBUIPfoy suNUeAST WMO IoT} 
WO susIsep JoLIe}N etqrssod Aue 0} se peuteouod ATAAvIB o1OM 
oym ‘sueyeueA 94} poyover ‘gee ‘9g [dy Aq ‘yorya j10dox 
oy} SBA Yons jsvoy yy ‘odourg uo puvl Aq pue vas Aq }NESSE UP. 
Ul sng} oyedronsred 0} sem oy ‘Jenuepy 0} WoaATS oq 0} SBA HT 
JO puvUIttoo oy} pue JooH Ie & poyUNOUT syIN], oy} ow IsIy 
eu} Jog ‘Aqoedeo yensnun ue ur owy sity “ZEgT JO Wosves. ot} 
Sump wrese usredureo 0} pizedeg Aq poptazur sem jenueyy 

az Loredury ayy Aq ytom Areroyy 
ioyey & UT UMOYS st se ‘maydeu Simo ssorppyp sry Yas Area 


CSFI-I6EL ‘snBojoanjug IT yanuoyy $0 


106 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


quarrel within the Church of Russia. In connection with enforc- 
ing his judgment in such matters, the Patriarch Antonios pro- 
ceeds to remind the apparently recalcitrant Prince of the latter's 
_abligations of obedience: 


_.. for, since Our Moderacy [* petowtys fudv] holds you as a 
genuine son and friend and welcomes any advantage for your soul 
and your honor and your realm, as many reasonable and just and 
canonic things as Your Nobility [* evyévié cov] seeks from us, that 
many things we are constrained to do, even as we now do. For we are 
guardians of the sacred laws and canons, and we are obligated in this 
respect to all Christians, especially rather to great men and rulers of 
nations and local rulers, such as is Your Nobility. Even how all these 
things have become canonical and lawful Your Nobility is about to 
discover from this letter we have written. And since we are a universal 
teacher of all Christians we are constrained that, if we should hear of 
anything whatsoever done by Your Nobility which harms you spiri- 
tually, we should write this to you as your father and teacher with 
admonition and advice, in order that you may rectify this. And you 
are also constrained as a Christian and a son of the Church that you 
should make rectification. 

-: Wherefore, then, do you despise us, the Patriarch, and wherefore 
are you not rendering honor which your ancestors, the great kings, 
used to give, but despise both us and the men whom we send to you; 
and they have no honor nor the position which the men of the 
Patriarch always held? Do you not know that the Patriarch holds the 
-position of Christ and sits on the very throne of the Master? You 
despise not a man, but Christ Himself, since he who honors the 
Patriarch honors Christ Himself. For, not because we have lost our 
places and lands, through the common sins, ought we even now to be 
despised by the Christians. Even if we are despised in earthly rule, 
yet, Christianity is proclaimed everywhere, and we hold the same 
honor which the Apostles and their successors held. For those men 
had not human glories or earthly realms; rather, indeed, they were 
persecuted and insulted by the unbelievers, and daily they died. But 
their splendor and their power which they held among Christians was 
beyond all honor. 

For this reason, my son, we write and we advise and we counsel 
Your Nobility that, as if honoring Christ Himself, thus may you honor 
the Patriarch and his words and the letters and the communications 
and the men he sends. For this does you good in your soul and in your 
honor and in your rule. And if you despise and dishonor God, beware 
lest He Himself be His own Avenger. “For it is a fearful thing,” He 
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says, “to fall into the hands of the Living God.” [Hebrews x,'31] And 
again through the Prophet He says: “Behold, ye despisers, and 
wonder, and perish.” [Acts xiii, 41] These things we in our turn are’ 
obliged to recommend and to teach to Your Nobility, and you on your 
side owe it to hearken as a son of the Church and to correct the mat- 
ter. 


Up to this point the letter presents a Patriarchal claim of ec- 
clesiastical sovereignty which, save for the reference to the cur- 
rent temporal decline, would not be particularly remarkable at 
any period. It is what immediately follows, however, that makes 
this document exciting. For the Patriarch then proceeds, at a 
time of the Empire’s greatest humiliation, to expound the claims 
of the Byzantine throne to universal sovereignty in terms that 
would be noteworthy in any period, but which are really fan- 
tastic in this one: . 


But also, concerning our most powerful and holy Autokrator and 
Basileus, we hear of certain words spoken by Your Nobility, and we 
are aggrieved. For you hinder, so they say, the Metropolitan from 
commemorating the sacred name of the Basileus in the diptychs, a 
matter which would be at any time impossible; and that you say that 
“We have a Church, but we neither have a Basileus nor do we reckon 
one.” Now these things are not good. The holy Basileus holds a great 
position in the Church, for the Basileus is not thus also as are the 
other rulers and sovereigns of localities, since from the beginning the 
Basileis confirmed and established their piety in all the inhabited 
world. The Basileis brought together the ecumenical synods, And they 
themselves established and enacted to be ratified the matters con- 
cerning the correct dogmas and the matters concerning the polity of © 
the Christians that the sacred and sanctified canons now say. Many 
times did they contend against the heresies; and Imperial regulations, 
with the synods, formed the chief sees of the archpriests and the 
divisions of their provinces and the partition of their territories. For 
which reasons they hold both great honor and position in the Church. 

For even if, with the acquiescence of God, the Gentiles have en- 
circled the realm and land of the Basileus, yet, up to this day, the 
Basileus has had the same election by the Church and the same 
prayers, and with the same great myrrh is he annointed and is he 
elected Basileus and Autokrator of the Romans, that is, of all Chris- 
tians. And the name of the Basileus is commemorated by all patri- 
archs and metropolitans and bishops in every place in which there are 
any who call themselves Christians—which honor, indeed, no one of 
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That such a sweeping pronouncement of the Imperial claims 
should be made at all is interesting for Byzantine political 
thought and its study. That it should be made by the Patriarch, 
and not by the Emperor himself, is particularly noteworthy for 
the study of Byzantine Church-State relations. But that it should 
_ be made so baldly by anyone at a time when the power of the 
‘Emperor was all but destroyed and his status one of humiliation 
and shame is really extraordinary. This document gives some 
idea of the growing prestige of the Patriarch in relation to the 
Emperor, when the latter’s position was crumbling, and suggests 
something of the moral momentum which helped the Patri- 
archate survive the collapse of the Empire and live on so in- 
fluentially beyond its wreckage. For our purposes, however, this 
document demonstrates two important points: first, that the 
prestige of the Empire was almost destroyed by the Emperor’s 
compromised role as a vassal to the Turk and as an all but ruined 
ruler; second, that the Byzantines themselves were painfully 
aware of these attitudes, but only clung the more stubbornly to 
their old claims of universal Christian (i.e. Roman) sovereignty, 
at least in terms of official posture. , 

After the uncertain episode in 1892, we hear no more of 
Manuel’s participation in any campaigning with Bayazid. In- 
deed, the rest of the year 1892 and virtually all of 1398 are, for 
the most part, a blank for us as far as Manuel’s activities are con- 
cerned. We have no concrete information as to any of Manuel's 
doings during this period of approximately fifteen months. Pre- 
sumably, Manuel continued his policy of loyal vassalage to 
Bayazid, whatever the form. Yet, we now do have one remarkable 
statement by the Emperor himself of a turn of events which may 
well demonstrate that not only was Manuel not idle during this 
period, but he was involved in constructive activity with serious 
repercussions. 


the text says nothing directly on the matter, but the fact that, after the siege 
began, the Emperor was in the slightly more flattering position of at least 
opposing the Turks would have entitled him to some sympathy from the 
Orthodox. And, as we shall see, the Russians were willing then to give 
besieged Byzantium some help, under those circumstances. But if the letter 
was written, as it seems likely, in 1393, then the outrage and disgust and 
scorn of his coreligionists and supposed subjects would be all the more 
understandable, in view of the Emperor’s miserable subjection and servile 
vassalage to the hated Infidel. 


The Failure of Appeasément, 1391-1394 a 111 


In the course of his Moral Dialogue, or, Concerning Marriage, 
which is cast in the medium of a discussion between Manuel and 
his mother, the name of Manuel’s nephew and rival is brought 
into the conversation. Continuing on the subject of John VII, 
Manuel proceeds to say: 


. .. For you know how, when deceivingly speaking of having con- 
ceived repentance for what had been done, and while he was 
vehemently singing the praises of peace to those whom he was ad- 
dressing, and while he was promising that he would be in the position 
of a son to me and in loyalty for the rest of time, all these things he 
did then as if in secret, but he purposely made them evident to the 
hateful unbelievers while they were observing peace and treaties with 
us. These things he did, then, in order that, by embroiling them with 
us, he should stir up this war and should indeed, in this fashion, 
climax the enmity which he nourished against us for a long time. You 
know further, O Mother, that I trusted this proposal at that time: for 
that which we wish to believe, as they say, we are only too ready to 
believe. Gladly giving my first-born son as in the place of a first-bom 
son to him—for I did well to put the common good before my own 
child—in exchange for him, I then received him back himself in his 
turn. And verily, in the need for hostages I did not spare of my loved 
ones, nor did I take into account by any means that there would be 
produced from this transaction as many dreadful consequences as 
have been produced. And there was involved also a substantial 
amount of money to provide securities, and many other things, as is 
known both by the leading citizens of the Romans and by those of 
the Latins who were of their council and by as many ambassadors as 
then came to him. And these facts, I believe, give -you good proof, - 
O Mother, of the subject of which you have spoken... 22” 


32. This text, the AudAoyog Tyoixdg 7 Ilegi yduov, is unfortunately still 
denied us in a complete published edition. This passage alone, however, has 
been made available by Loenertz, “Une Erreur singuliére,” 183-184, who 
deserves full credit for focusing attention on its important meaning. Cf. also 
his Recueils, 121, Berger de Xivrey, who lists this work in his catalogue of 
Manuel’s writings as No. 16, has erroneously estimated its date as “before 
1389” (p. 61, n. 2, and p. 189). On the basis of content and context, 
Loenertz, “Une Erreur singuliére,” 183, has justifiably dated the conversation 
it purports to present, if not also the composition of the work itself, as 
between the beginning of Bayazid’s siege of Constantinople in the summer 
of 1894 and the death of the Empress Helena (Manuel’s mother) in the 
autumn of 1396. The work cannot have been written much later than 1396, 
because Manuel sent a copy of it, together with his Letter £5’ to Cydones 
during the latter’s final visit to Venice. Loenertz, Recueils, 122, has dated 
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114 . Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


brother to come to him, and should threaten him in indirect fashion 
with all kinds of ills, should he not come in obedience—but openly he 
should promise many great advantages, some through his ambassadors 
and gome im a long letter. And these advantages should be in the 
. form of his promises both to aggrieve him as little as possible and to 
honor him as much as possible, to send him away as swiftly as possible, 
"and never again to annoy him in any regard whatsoever. 

These things, on their part, they proposed to the Satrap. The latter, 
in his turn, was persuaded, and he did all things even more maliciously 
than they were advising him to do. . . .%” 





Manuel stresses the role of these traitorous subjects of Theo- 
dore as the cause for Bayazid’s summons. As one-sided as this in- 
terpretation may seem, it is well-grounded to the extent that we 
know that the other Christian princes who were called together 
were also summoned, in one way or another, on the grounds of 
complaints against them by their own countrymen before 
Bayazid.* The arrogant Emir undoubtedly felt, therefore, that 
he had a good opportunity to demonstrate his power by as- 
sembling all his Christian vassals at once in order to sit in 
judgment of them. 

So it was that in the autumn of 1898 or the winter of 1398-94 $0 
Theodore obeyed the summons. Manuel’s description, for the 
purposes of his Oration, is given from the point of view of Theo- 
dore, but it obviously reflects his own as well. Theodore sus- 
pected treachery, says Manuel, but heeding his duty and think- 
ing only of the good of his country and his people,* 


. he went to the Satrap, not having let him [Bayazid] be confident 
in advance that he would come. On the contrary, he had ruled out 
his coming, so that he should make an even more pleasing appear- 
ance, since he was not at all expected, and that in the unexpectedness 
of the event he would gratify him the more; and also that he should 
demonstrate to him that he had come by his own decision, while not 
being deceived by his flatteries and threats. Accordingly, he found 
him in Pherres [Serres], and me with him also, since I had arrived 
before him. In fact, I had come five days before, since a rather urgent 
necessity then brought me there for the purpose of rescuing my sub- 
jects from dangers, although this had been absolutely forbidden by 


87. Ibid., ed. Migne, 221A-B, ed. Lampros, p. 50, ll. 4-19. 

38. Cf. Anastasejevié, 28-29; and above, n. 34. : 

39. For the establishment of this dating, see below, n. 47. 

40. Ed. Migne, 221B-224A, ed. Lampros, p. 50, 1. 19 to p. 52, 1. 8. 
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me—I mean the presence of both of us before him at the same time. 
For it seemed not safe that our sojourn be in this wise with him who 


had for so long been striving to inflict unjust murder upon us. But, - 


nevertheless, the fearsome thing came to pass, since I was expecting 
him [Theodore] to remain yet at home, and he, in his turn, was as- 
suming the same about me. So, as if by agreement, we were setting 
forth from home on the same day—if I have remembered rightly— 
and even, if you will, at the same hour. But there happened some- 
thing even worse. For round about the Persian were those who were 
in any way whatsoever leaders of the Christians—at least those who 
were accustomed to come to him [i.e. his vassals]. That man had, 
in fact, carefully collected them, since he wished to obliterate them 
all utterly. And it seemed necessary for them to come, even to accept 
rather the danger of doing so, than not to heed his command. Now, 
it was indeed a step full of danger to go to him, especially at the same 
time, they all reckoned reasonably. For they were not ignorant of the 
man or of his intentions concerning them. But, on the other hand, 
not to yield to his commands was a step full of much greater danger. 
For neither would he bear the insult of their disobedience, nor would 
he be still in not enduring it, but he would indeed want to destroy 
them completely, and he would be able to do what he wanted. So, 
for these reasons, preferring one evil to another, they took to the road 
entrusting their fate to God and journeying with hopes. 

Now verily, their conviction concerning myself and my brother, 
that we would not come at that time, together, to that most-dread- 
beast—for they did not suspect that this occurred not by chance, nor 
indeed that it was by our deliberate intention—had dissipated the bulk 
of their fear and had encouraged them to come, since just suspicion 
was driven away. For they knew that he, mouth agape after. the man- 


ner of Hades, was aiming to swallow them all; and they knew that ° 


he would probably fear lest his design turn out to the contrary for 
him, should he strike shamelessly against them all when he did not 
also have us in his hands. But when they came themselves and saw my 
brother with me before the Persian, and when they realized that the 
outcome had gone beyond their expectations, struck speechless for a 


long time, they uttered not a word to each other. But even when at 


length they recovered themselves, they were scarcely able even to let 
out a sound. Then, giving forth this first exclamation, they all cried, 
“We have breathed our last!” 

These men, then, had already been gathered together at this time 
with us—and see how all these elements rushed together, and how 
they did draw up our fears, as one might say, to the very summit of 
the peak!—when, newly from Selymbria, there came also the Basileus, 
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So it was; and the Ethiop was not able to wash the blackness from 
his soul. But first he spewed forth his wrath by means of the outrages 
he committed upon our followers, cutting out the eyes of our admirals 
[?], arid cutting off hands, and bringing some of those in authority into 
great disgrace. And when in this fashion he had put at rest his un- 
reasonable spirit, thereafter he very simple-mindedly attempted to 
reconcile me—whom he was injuring and had dishonored with myriad 
injustices—greeting me with gifts and sending me homeward, just as 
they do who soothe with sweetmeats children who weep following 
their punishment. His reasoning was plain: for it was in order that 
he might thereafter secure my brother. It seems, in fact, that he did 
not consider it safe to extend his hands to both of us. Which, indeed, 
he could then have done; but at the same time, since he had been 
blinded by God, he did not know he could do this—just as he did 
not perceive this else, that he would no longer have my friendship. 
But he believed that he was deceiving me with words of utmost 
stupidity, even while he was, on one hand, committing such great out- 
rages upon our followers and was, on the other, still holding my 
brother in his hands and was also demanding of him the best cities, 
as if they were some inheritances, and was commanding in addition 
things which no intelligent person would command even of men cap- 
‘tured’ in war.*® 





As Manuel indicates, Bayazid thus restricted his violence to 
senseless punishments inflicted on at least the Greek nobles with 
the Emperor. Manuel’s revulsion speaks for itself. Whatever 
further adjudications Bayazid may have been disposed to give 
by this time, the congress of vassals broke up, and its participants 
looked to their own safety.*® Not so Theodore, however, whom 


45. Funeral Oration, ed. Migne, 225D-228A, ed. Lampros, p. 55, 1. 17 to 
p. 56, 1. 9. 

46. Manuel speaks of no further activity of the group as a whole, and, 
although his silence is not irrefutable, it may mean something. Our three 
other Greek sources—that is, Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, 75, ed. Bonn, 81, 
and his two satellites, the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 62-63, ed. 
Bonn, 58, and especially the Chron. Barb. 111, 35—maintain that, in the 
course of this Balkan “summit conference,” the Christian princes recognized 
the common threat which Bayazid posed for all of them and agreed. to 
cooperate secretly to betray the Emir; and at least one token of this agree- 
ment, so this story goes, was the betrothal of Manuel to Helena Dragaé; cf. 
Dolger, Regesten, no. 3237, p. 80 (dated “ca. 1393”). The association of 
this last event with the episode of Serres has already (see n. 25 above) been 
shown to be false. This, however, does not prove that no such agreement of 
cooperation was made. Quite the contrary, there may well have been some 
such arrangement to cause Chalcocondyles to confuse Manuel's earlier mar- 


The Failure of Appeasement, 1391-1394 . ig 


Bayazid detained, since he had decided now to concentrate his 
attentions on Greece. The captive Despot was then brought on 
the Emir’s campaign into Thessaly. The cession of some Morean 


fortresses, including the disputed Monemvasia, was extracted 


from him, and further pressure was put on him by one of Baya- 
zid’s creatures (whom Manuel calls “Moures”) to yield up more, 
including Argos. Theodore pretended to comply, but soon suc- 
ceeded in making good his escape from the Turkish camp, then 
situated by the River Sperchios. He managed to hasten to the 
Morea in person just in time to foil his own unwilling cessions. 
Thus was Bayazid cheated at his own game. But he made little 
attempt personally at immediate reprisals. He was later to satisfy 
himself with sending a punitive expedition into the Peloponnesus. 


riage with these later events. Loenertz, “Pour histoire du Péloponnése,” 180, 
however, rejects the idea of any entente. At any rate, we have no other 
information, and, as subsequent events were to show, no such course of 
cooperation was followed. The Chron. Barb. 111, 35, also speaks of John VII 
(who is identified as Manuel’s brother, and is described as a “bailo” with 
Bayazid) as going over to the side of the Christian princes in conjunction 
with their entente. This statement is probably a confusion with other events, 
perhaps of the Chalcocondyles story of the reconciliation of Manuel and 
John, and of the later 1399 reconciliation. 

This extraordinary gathering, however, may not have disbanded so 
abruptly and ominously for all of the vassals. At least one of the Balkan 
princes, Stefan Lazarevié, seems to have emerged in great favor with Bayazid. 
Indeed, quite a different story is found in the life of the Serbian prince 
written by Konstantin the Philosopher, ed. V. Jagié, Glasnik Srpskog uéenog 
drustva, 42 (1875), 244-328. This text completely ignores the presence of 
all the other princes. According to its narrative, ed. Jagié, 266-269 (abridged 
text with German translation by M. Braun, Lebenschreibung des. Despoten 
Stefan Lazareviés [The Hague, 1956], 9-10), some of Stefan’s nobles re- 
ported to Bayazid that Stefan was involved in dealings with Sigisniund of 
Hungary, to the detriment of the Turks. Informed of this, Stefan permitted 
his mother to go herself to Bayazid and plead for her son. Stefan then went 
in his own turn to the Emir (location unstated), and was received with for- 
giveness and great cordiality. Cf. S. Stanojevié, “Die Biographie Stefan La- 
zareviés von Konstantin dem Philosophen als Geschichtsquelle,” Archiv fiir 
slavische Philologie, 18 (1896), 420. In comparing this less bizarre account 
to Manuel's, it should be noted that Stefan always seems to have been a 
favorite of Bayazid’s among the Christian vassals; and that Konstantin’s biog- 
raphy, whatever sources he may have used, cannot have quite the same 
validity as Manuel’s own narrative. 

On this entire gathering in general, the old account by Hammer, I, 245- 
247 (trans. Hellert, 1, 340-342), is unreliable and badly confused in chro- 
nology. Cf. also Vaughan, Europe and the Turk, 34; and Khoury, 139; 
Runciman and Stacton (“Dereksen”) both curiously overlook this dramatic 
episode, which could have added further color to their narratives. 
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Manuel not to go. Manuel, so the-tale goes, put off the summons 
again.*° 

By this time Manuel had come to the imevitable conclusion: 
no further trust could be placed in a course of vassalage to the 
Turks. Bayazid’s retaliation would be swift and firm. Byzantium 
was now faced with the alternatives only of resistance or total 
capitulation. The policy inaugurated by John V, reluctantly ac- 
cepted and continued by Manuel IT, had finally ceased to work. 
Appeasement had failed. 





49, This story appears in Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 76-77, ed. Bonn, 
82-83, and also in the Chron. Barb. 111, 35. Loenertz, “Pour Vhistoire du 
Péloponnése,” 180-181, disparages it, but I can see no immediate or over- 
whelming reason for rejecting its essence. Cf. Taeschner and Wittek, 88. 
Dilger, Regesten, no. 3234, p. 80, accepts the Chalcocondyles story, but 
chooses to apply it with some uncertainty to the year 1391, in the light of that 
historian’s badly garbled chronology: 





3. The Quest for Aid, 
1394-1402 - 


The events of Serres in the winter of 1893-94 had forced 
Manuel to abandon the policy which he had reluctantly inherited 
from his father. Manuel’s refusal to heed any of Bayazid’s new 
demands was his public acknowledgment of his new position. 
Bayazid required no additional prompting. Once Ali Pasha’s 
embassy had proved fruitless, Bayazid dispatched no more mes- 
sengers, but rather an army. And so in the year 1894, presumably 
in the spring, began the Turkish siege of Constantinople, which 
was to last for some eight years.* 

This siege involves, directly or indirectly, a great many prob- 
lems, and our knowledge of it is gravely limited. What we can © 
ascertain must be pieced together painfully from confused and 
fragmentary sources with cautious awareness of uncertainty. But 
certain outlines do emerge after careful study. This is particularly 
the case with the help of what Venetian documents survive and 
are available to us, for they shed some very valuable light on this 
epoch, especially concerning the beginning of the siege. 

Two of these documents, both dating from the period when 
Bayazid must have been pressing the siege in earnest, offer par- 
ticularly interesting information. The first reports a deliberation 
of the Venetian Senate for May 21, 1894. The Sapientes in- 


1. For a full discussion of the problems of dating the beginning and the 
duration of the great siege, see Appendix X below. 
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come, but only later. For the time being, Manuel had to sustain 
his situation as best he could. 

There is only one of Manuel's surviving letters which refers 
directly: to the Turkish siege at this time. Addressed to Cydones, 
it ig essentially a piece of rhetorical fluff. But it does give us some 
slight impression of Manuel’s frame of mind during the siege, 
certainly a healthy contrast to the bitter depressions of his letters 
during the humiliations of 1391: 


Since you yourself are not allowed by your illness to behold him 
for whom you long—that is me, I mean—you take refuge in sailing the 
next best course, and you request me to write, choosing to forget 
all the hindrances there are to my doing this. There were even some 
of those present who accused you of importunity, little knowing, I 
suppose, how to love. But I, on- my part, avoid thinking as they do, 
to such an extent that, even though formerly I was not ignorant of the 
greatness of your affection, I recognize it now more than ever and I 
acknowledge my gratitude to you for it. For, if this feeling on your 
part were not so great and urgent, you would not then be seeking 
eagerly after letters which are entirely destitute of Greek elegance— 
‘you, yet, who so closely pursues them! Nevertheless, wishing both to 
be obedient to you, and not to be disobedient to Solomon—who ad- 


entire deliberation. See also Silberschmidt, 87 and 100; and Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3248, p. 82. 

Though the documents of this period do not seem to specify names, one 
is disposed to wonder if, in any of thesé negotiations with Venice during 1394, 
the Byzantine agent was none other than Manuel Chrysoloras. If with tenuous 
documentation, it has been argued and generally accepted that during 
1394-95 this eminent scholar made his first voyage to Italy at the behest of 
his friend, the Emperor Manuel, to seek Western aid for Byzantium: see 
G. Cammelli, I dotti bizantini e le origini dell’umanesimo, I: Manuele Criso- 
lora (Florence, 1941), 25-28, with discussion of the evidence and arguments 
for the point; more recently, in I. Thomson, “Manuel Chrysoloras and the 
Early Italian Renaissance,” Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies, 7 (1966), 
63-82: 76-77. If this tradition is correct, we may wonder how early in this 
period, immediately after the breach with Bayazid, Manuel II began his 
appeals to Western powers; although, in this case, Chrysoloras’ mission may 
have been restricted simply to Venice. The tradition also includes the under- 
standing that Chrysoloras was accompanied in this 1394-95 mission ‘by 
Demetrius Cydones, a point that is itself problematical, and has been dis- 
puted by such scholars as Loenertz. If Cydones was in fact with Chryso- 
loras at this time, however, it would mean that Manuel II’s correspondence 
with his old friend during the early phases of the Turkish siege was an 
overseas one. Cf. Setton, “The Byzantine Background to the Italian Renais- 
sance,” Proceedings of the American Philosophical. Society, 100 (1956), 56, 
who accepts the verity of Cydones’ journey at this time. 
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vises [cf. Ecclesiastes iii: 1 and 17; and vii: 6] that it is necessary to 

apportion one’s time to one’s duties—I write, indeed,*as if in dis- 

charging an obligation; for even a trifle can be no trifling pleasure to’ 
friends. But, for the moment, I am going forth to give aid, with God’s 

help, to a certain fortress that is being besieged—small, to be sure, and 

little able to profit our enemies if it should be taken, though it would 

provide them with honor and delight. But be of good cheer! For, as 

God previously turned back their satrap empty-handed whenever he 

attacked it, this same thing will he now do. 


The first onslaught by the Emir was a failure. In spite of his 
large army and his siege engines, Bayazid was unable to pierce 
the still formidable fortifications of Constantinople. Instead, he 
was forced to settle down to a long blockade that at least re- 
duced the city to considerable hardship.’ But, after the first 
shock, the Byzantine position seems to have been a little less 
desperate, even though the blockade was maintained. Bayazid 
himself turned his mind to other things. By the beginning of 
1395, if not the end of 1894, Bayazid sent his general Evrenos- 
Bey on a punitive raid into the Peloponnesus.’ An even greater 
distraction for Bayazid personally was his campaign against 
Bulgaria and, especially at this time, Wallachia. It was in the 
latter that Bayazid fought the bloody Battle of Rovine on May 
17, 1895.° The immediate significance of this battle for Byzantium 


5. Letter x9’, ed. Legrand, 36-37, fully translated here. It is impossible 
to date this letter precisely, save for the fact that, in the supposedly chrono- 
logical order of the manuscript, it appears before a letter referring to the 
disaster of Nicopolis and to Cydones’ departure for the West in 1396 (see 
below, pp. 134-136), and that it was plainly written while Cydones was 
still in the city. Hence, it must have been written between 1394 and 1396, : 
In view of the allusion to active hostilities under Bayazid’s personal com- 
mand, the most likely date is probably 1394 or, at least, early 1395. 

6. Ducas, ed. Darké, I, 79, ed. Bonn, 50; who also sets the number of 
Bayazid’s forces at “over ten thousand men.” According to Konstantin the 
Philosopher, ed. Jagié, 270 (cf. Stanojevié, “Die Biographie Stefan Lazare- 
viés von Konstantin dem Philosophen als Geschichtsquelle,” 421), the 
unsuccessful Bayazid tured his arms instead on Galata; but, see n. 29 below. 

7, For this, see Loenertz, “Pour Vhistoire,” 155, 185-186; also Zakythinos, 
Le Despotat grec de Morée, I, 155; and’Mompherratos, Oi ILahatoAdyor 
zv Iledoxovvijow, 10; ef. also Muralt, p. 753, no. 25. Nor was this the 
end of: Bayazid’s punishment of the Despotate, for two years later, in 1397, 
his generals Iakoub Pasha and Timourtash Jed another raid which sacked 
Argos: see Loenertz’ Chron. br. mor., no. 19, p. 406, and his commentary, 
p. 424, 

8. This date has been advanced over the traditional one of October 10, 
1394, by Dj. S. Radojitié, “La Chronologie de la bataille de Rovine,” Revue 
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180 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


pedition was King Sigismund of Hungary, its prime mover. But 
Manuel’s role need not be underestimated. His critical situation 
entitled him to the sympathy of the Crusaders, and—more im- 
portant—his valuable strategic position made him a significant 


pattner in the venture, even if he could not really contribute 


much to it materially. 

.We have several Venetian documents that indicate Manuel's 
involvement in the organization of the league. The Lagoon City 
bad been the natural choice as focal point for the negotiations 
and embassies which were to prepare the Crusade. But, in a 
series of responses of December 9, 1895, to the Greek ambas- 
sador, the Venetian Senate pointed out that it would be better 
for Venice not to become an open partner in the land expedition, 
though she would cooperate fully by maritime means. The other 
responses by the Senate, however, give us further clues as to 
Manuel. The Sapientes point out that there is no need to en- 
courage Manuel to remain in his capital; implying thereby that 
Manuel had given up any plan whatsoever that he may have had 
to leave Constantinople and had determined to maintain his posi- 
- tion—especially, one presumes, in view of the aid promised by the 
imminent Crusade. In addition, the replies continue, Manuel’s 
request for a shipment of needed grain (7,000 to 8,000 staria) 
is acknowledged. Finally, reference is made to a loan which 
Manuel hopes to negotiate with the Serenissima, for which he is 
offering as securities certain holy relics.** _ 


for aid that he wrote to the Pope, the King of “Phrangkia,” ahd the “Krales 
of Oungria.” To be sure, this would seem to fit the suggestion of the Vene- 
tian Senate in 1394; and, further, Manuel may well have followed such 
advice, as is concluded by Délger, Regesten, nos. 3249-51, pp. 82-83. Atiya, 
The Crusade of Nicopolis, pp. 173-174, n. 1, moreover, uses a French source 
to suggest that at least one embassy from Manuel may have been on such 
business in France in 1395; and Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 
p. 228, n. 1, similarly cites the presence of a Byzantine emissary in Burgundy 
in the same year. 

It would be easy, therefore, especially from the statement by Ducas, to 
conclude that the initiative for the Crusade was primarily Manuel’s. And 
this has indeed been the assumption of Brauner, 8; cf. Delaville le Roulx, 
ibid., and Mompherratos, 10-11. This assumption has been challenged, how- 
ever, by Atiya, 34-35, who is undoubtedly correct in his insistence that 
Manuel’s pleas could only have been of secondary importance, and that the 
interests and outlook of Sigismund were the principal factors. Note, however, 
that even Atiya’s handling of the Byzantine role is often inaccurate, as is 
particularly the case with the faulty citation in his p. 175, n. 31. 

14, Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 892, p. 210; unfortunately, the text itself has 
not been published. 
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In a deliberation of February 17, 1896, the Venetian ‘ambas- 
sadors to Bayazid were instructed to take up certain matters 
with the Emir, including some attempt at mediation between 
Bayazid and Manuel. These ambassadors were then to proceed 
to Constantinople and were to discuss with Manuel—who, it is 
mentioned, had come to some sort of agreement with the Genoese. 
of Pera—the overtures for peace with Bayazid. As to other nego- 
tiations with Manuel, in addition to pressing for a renewal of the 
last Byzantine treaty (of John VII) with Venice, the ambas- 
sadors were told to refuse the relics offered as securities for a 
loan. This refusal was to be made on the grounds that the trans- 
fer of such revered objects might cause too violent a popular re- 
action in Constantinople.*® This latter Venetian document would 
require little comment were it not for the strange scheme for 
patching up a peace with Bayazid. We have no way of knowing 
whether or not Manuel took any such scheme very seriously. But 
it is difficult to understand how the clever Venetians could have 
done so either, save that the Republic of St. Mark was always 
anxious to settle a peaceful status quo in the Levant for the bene- 
fit of her commercial interests. At any rate, whatever form such 
efforts, if any, finally took, they plainly came to nothing. 

In the winter of 1395-96, an alliance against the Turks was 
formally concluded in Buda between the Hungarian King, Sigis- 
mund, and Byzantium, the latter being represented in the person 
of Manuel Philanthropenos. The negotiations were completed by 
February. On the twenty-eighth of that month, it was announced 
to the Venetian Senate from his letter that this Byzantine ambas- 
sador would return by way of Venice, and arrangements: were 
made to convey him home, now that the alliance was agreed 
upon.”® On March 1, 1896, the Senate was officially informed of 


15. Partial text, ed. Iorga, “Venetia in Marea neagr4,” 1115-1116; cf. 
Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 896, p. 210. See also Silberschmidt, 109; Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3256, p. 83. That Manuel himself was to have no qualms about 
giving out relics from Constantinople we shall see later in connection with 
his trip to the West. The reference to an agreement with the Genoese may 
reflect a league of which King Sigismund speaks after Nicopolis: see Appen- 
dix XI, especially p. 484. From another Venetian Senate deliberation we 
can infer something of Manuel's financial difficulties at this time. On June 30, 
1396, it was decided that the Signoria would assume the cost of repairs on 
the house of the Venetian vice-bailo in Constantinople, even though this 
obligation would normally be the Emperor's, who will therefore owe the 
amount (150 hyperpyra) to Venice: Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 911, p. 213. 

16. Text of this deliberation, ed. Ljubié, no. 508, pp. 359-360. The 


Ter a 


fy SIVA IUSHTTG 


yeydeyo Sutpuodsari0o eyy, ‘ge9-629 ‘“(LE-9E6T) ST ‘“maaay stuoan/g 
au .(96ET) SHOdooIN Jo epie_ ey} UO sI0N,, THesoy “YH Aq peppe ore 
spejep euros yorym 03 §(26-0¢ “dd) TA-AT ‘sdeyD Ayjeroedse ‘syodoaryy fo 
aposnsy ayy, ‘eALYY ST YOM oIseq ay} ‘opyeq pue usredureo sity UO “0% 
"pg ‘d ‘goze ‘ou ‘uajsaday ‘1eB]OC 99s 
‘Ava Oy] UO sIopesnin oy} odemMooue 0} [enue Aq JUS esessou pesoddns 
8 UO ‘Ay[euosied woes jou sALY J YOIyM “QP/-L3L “(PET “OT ‘apwowayy=) 
GS “Tl “48ST 98S ayysoulayyy ‘aupuloy latuapvoy 9} jO ajajpuy ety Ur 
‘THesoy “YW ‘Jo ‘samBy oxy Jo A[GeToI oy} UO ‘OPP-GEP ‘sady appr 49,07 
ay} Ul aposnin ayy, “pr Os[e ‘TL-99 ‘syodoatn fo appsnig ayy, “eAIyy 99s 
‘Aue Burpesnio sy} jo sdnois pue sioquinu ey} JO UOlssnostp B 104 “GT 
oz 0[doupn, 
-ueystior)) 0} drys Aq Ajsnoriojsur papssdoid wey, pue oeqnued 
ay} jo Ae Aq odvoso 0} poseueul ‘stopvo] Jesse] Mo; & UTA “OYA 
‘srapeyidsoyy oy} JO JOo[o-1oysVJ] PULID) “OVTPIEN 9p IoqTIY, pue 
punuisi81g Bury o1oM soANIsNy oy} SUOUTe JseoT OY} JON ‘OUN}I0F 
pood 10 ssadons YIM skvye jou ‘edvose Moy} oyxeUt 0} peLoAeep 
-Ue soy 9} Jo syueuUter ~NFHId op ‘soAdvo Jo oroKsseUt Fo 
AZio snoepry ev prure ydumn1y sty peyster muy oy, ‘Aurre. uey 
“SLID oy} Jo Jeojep BSurysnso oy} preMo} poynqiyuoo [je “‘przedeg 
jo AZoyens ssopyyNI oy} pue ‘Arpeatyo Yousry fo ssoussapyoor 
Apreyjooy Tensn ey} ‘siepesnin oy BUOUY WONSZIULSIOSIP Sse] 
-odoy Jo woneurquioo ev ‘9ggT ‘gg tequteydeg ‘Aepuoy, UO sie 
s}t o10fog ‘stjodoorny Jo proysuoys ueriqnuec, ey} esetseq 0} UMOp 
pores pey ‘tequioydag Aq ‘pue vaoyey pue UIpPpIA Jo sesse.n.t0} 
ey} Ayeniq pue AT[NFssooons poezies AuLIe Iepesnip oy} “eqnued 
oy ssoioe ABM SIT BuBeaRY ,,"UoUt CQQO‘OOT Jo premdn suy 
-[e}0} [Je ‘stumBr10 wereyy pue ‘ystuedg “ystog ‘uerMoeyog “uerihi¢ 
JO SOLIVMA01eU IO SXooJUNTOA TeUOCTIppe YM ‘seo.10j YsTsuyy 
pue ‘ueutes ‘ueToRTeAA “Youery “Ueresun~T jo yoy ysvA ® 
Ioy}eB0} euI0D peYy oot} Jowumns AjIee oy} Ag “xeUNT[O sno.ysestp 
TOY} OF WRI WOOS syWOAT ‘Ioyeyoods sseydyoy B Teyrdvo sty ul pepe 
-Yoo|q ‘sourfepis oy} Uo Ys 0} Ajdunrs post[qo sem oy “oTeY “96ST 
jo suonesodo Axeyyror oy} ur AfeaToe eyedtonszed 0} wontsod ve 
uy Apprey sem jonueyAl ‘soxrsop Io syuatmeoise Aue jo ssoppresay 
, “Greet 
posem sem pizekeg qwM eoved jo ye} Yons Aue yey} I;nop 
OU oq ULd sIETZ Jnq “IaWVUL oY} WO YooRNo syonuey{ BULMOUY 
jo ACM OU OAR OAA ‘OdvIUBAPE g[qissod yseq oY} IOJ eouo 3 
septs [je Avid 0} ssourpeer uBeueA Tens et} JO SUIIE} UI ydeoxe 
‘pUBIsIEpIN 0} IMOBIP St “WoNoUr Ur jos Ueaq Pet montpedxe a1} 
1oyF suetd ey} pure pepnpouoco weeq prey eouRy][e et} soto “TUE Oty 
pue omdury oy} weemjoq eyVIpsUt 0} uerd oy} ur ysts1ed 0} asoyo 


CST ZOPI-POSL “pry sof sand oy 


: ‘Iopessequie sunuezAg at} jo 
sty} 10f SurprAoid ur oreo may} 0} (Pg “d) pexteyor sajzuaidvg oy “sour 
-]ye ey} Jo Feyeq uo [eez Mey punuisrsig 02 no Surjutod opm “(POE-COE 
‘dd ‘gTg ‘ou ‘giqniy “pe) geet ‘6 Edy Jo uonereqyep e ut ‘tog “e[doun 
-UBJSUOD) 0} YOuG uoTeIOdsuey YMA pepraoid Ajqeumsaid sem ‘Ay[e}UaprIoUr 
‘souodoryjueplyg ‘geL-LeL ‘I ‘oygqnday unyaua, ayy ‘YyZeH ‘setqureyzooun 
Aoyod ueyeueA ey} UO SorTeroueB JoyeoIs yonu ut ‘pue ‘qT “A3 “YLIV 
‘soyetssyduioyy osye “Jo ‘suoneieqiyep esey} Jo Ieee 94} UD ‘9LE-PLE 
‘dd ‘pTq¢ ‘ou ‘oiqniry ‘pa :suonrpuco Ajax jo WS] oy ur sey oy} Ut 
s}UaBe Ss} 0} SOATOOIIP pansst PW pue enuvyY UaAIZ oq 0} OOM. SoDUBINSSE 
yey] Peppe o}euesg oy} ‘OUT oUTES at] FV “poMoTAeL o1oM UONTpedxe spunut 
~SISIS YIM uoNeIedooo pure syuoweULIe [BABU UByOUaA OY} YOIYM Ur ‘QGET 
‘gy Avy Jo UoNeIegIap oy} 0} SULUIES aIOU PUNOs s}UsUTE}E}S 10}}¥] OY} 
‘poopuy ‘1eSuep sy Jo sseo ur afdourjuejsuo_D pre 0} Apear aq 0} sem uoIpenbs 
USIJOUSA OY} SITY “I9}Je PayYOo] oq 0} oa JUBAAT OY} UT S}soLOJUT [BTOIIUT 
-UWL0D URTOUIA 9} ey} pue ‘pesin eq 0} SeAK Ayeo ounuezkg-ojoueA 9y} jo 
[emouel oy} Jey} syusUIEZe]s OY} Sppe oy ‘puLY Joyo ey} UC ‘pIzedeg pue 
janueyy UeeMyoq UOLeIpeuT jduraye 0} ued poi0jsaI oy} 0} QoUaIEzaI JUL}OdUT 
OY} sHWO ‘aAeMmOY “IONL[ eYT, “ETZ-11S ‘dd ‘to6 ‘ou ‘I ‘saysasay “JouTY.L, 
Aq Axeurums oy} pue yf uaeayjaq sefouedesosrp snopordsns ere a1oy} 90UIs 
‘ajotdusoour sdeysed sr yorum “‘Tog—-0g¢ “dd ‘ogg ‘ou ‘Siqniy ‘pe IxeL, “gT 
*moyeq TX xIpueddy osye ves ‘papia 
-o1d januey yorym sdrys ey} uO ‘UorTpedxe spunNuISIsIg Ul JUSUTOATOAUT 
an.y sjonuRy Jo Sulpuejsiapun Iseq jsOUL oY} UeAe Jou sey ‘gT pue LT ‘sou 
‘ggy ‘d Jyemyl “EPs “GuaE ua aouDLy DTT “xTMoY ef aT[A]EC] Os[e eag “T TZ “d 
‘006 ‘OU ‘I ‘saysaay “JoIMYT ‘jo ‘oge ‘A ‘eTg ‘ou ‘giqniT “pe xOL “LT 
‘093 ‘6rs ‘(,BpNEg B SINepessequie sinol yo DoURZAG Op SIndI 
-odura say.) .epng “2a f[sod yor mioyerodu opjsijuezt,A,, “xIsoABIOy] .9a8 
‘syodoorn Jaqje pue o10joq suoleiar ouruezhg-ueresunzy jo- uoIssnostp 
Tereued ev Jog “gg “d ‘gqze ‘ou ‘uazsaday “1eB[OC{ OsTe ees “uoTssrur sousdoryy 
URI 8 UC ‘TU “‘TIZ “df ‘sassaSay Qormtyy, Aq Burssed ur ATUO pajzou st 
yuoumnoop sIyy, ,sourdonopyg Jonueuiozy, se UoATs st oueu sjopessequie 


sueneteA oy} ATM oY], 9} ssotdut 0} sAres [LM jones] 
Joy Woddns yo uoneNsuouep ueHeUeA sity} jeg} pedoy st WT 
pue ‘snyseg, pue roraduy ey} ueemjzoq eoved yoaye 0} ydurez 
-J8 0} ‘Tye 1ajze ‘Juas aq 0} sear Assequue wy ‘A}1O otf} OF suorstAoid 
YMA Jules oq 0} ataA shores JYSIO ,“WOTe[OsuOD pue }IOFULOD,, 
SjonUR Log ‘PUNLUSIZIS YJIAA syuowoe1s¥ oy} Jo sousdompUElY 
WOIY PeUIVe, pey sorUEA yer jenuByy 0} Wodoer 0} pojonrys 
-UT Se FINS oy} Jo ureydep uepoeue, oy], ‘suononysur Suros 
-910F OY} PExOAeI oyeUss OU} “TOAOMOY ‘hep oules OY} UC ,,"4GyWoOW 
snoraeid oy} Burmp peyeloid se ‘przeAvg pue jenueyy UseMj}eq 
TWOYVITIOUOIEL B PIEAO} S}IOPS Joy Wopueqe o} pesturoid sorueA 
‘s]UOTUGEISB VSeY} JO MOTIA UI ‘TeAC@IOW] “UsTedureo BUTUIOD oT UT 
Bore eqnuECT ot} Ul os LOF ‘syeoNp QOO‘OE FO 3SO & je punwss13ts 
Aq x0 pred ‘shoyeS wo} uxt 0} Joredwy oy) pesiyqo ‘payeys sean 
HI ‘psooow siy[, ‘pUNUISTsIg YM proooN ot} Jo pesuidde ostmexT] 
sem pue oATeyueseider eunjuezAg oy} fo TeALLeE surpuedulr oy} 


CPI-I6ST ‘snBojoanpyg JT januoyy Sel 


134. Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


As despairing as was the reaction in the West to this terrible 
disaster, what must Manuel have felt! The one great Western 
exertion that stood a good chance of bringing him substantial 
relief had collapsed in a nightmare of bungling, bloodshed, and 
devastating failure. It is unfortunate that the one surviving re- 
flection of any length by Manuel himself on these events should 
be so encrusted with obscure hyperbole. But, even as it stands, 
there is ample indication of the unhappy Emperor's state of mind 
in this letter to Cydones, written after the latter’s last departure 
for Italy, about the time of the battle: 


No sooner had you put to sea, when the King, forthwith landing 
in the harbor, did gladden us as much by his appearance as did its 
manner fill us with grief, we who had been yearning for him. It was 
ordained, so it seems, for these things to happen and for you to depart 
on the very same day, in the midst of winter, you, disregarding illness 
and old age, to emulate the birds in their migrations, whose spread- 
ing of wings often does not wait on their thoughts. I know not what 
IT am to make of this: whether it is a result of by no means good 
fortune or of an extremely well-disposed Divinity. For, certainly, 
what actions have been taken toward the common interest would 
have been very much the better had you been able to give your as- 
sistance to them with your discourse and your understanding and all 
your other faculties—nor do I speak out of partiality. Accordingly, 
your not being present was a stroke of fate far from good, and alto- 
gether malicious, since you alone have passed beyond the view of this 
brave and good man, and savior of his portion of enslaved Christians, 
for whom you were longing, perhaps, no less than anyone else. Well 
do I know, therefore, that your soul will be filled with sorrow and 
despondency, and.that my comments on this misfortune—how could 
one sufficiently bewail itP—will be as arrows shot at you. But then, 


(XVII, pp. 435-462) in Atiya’s The Crusade in the Later Middle Ages is 
a useful condensation of his full study. Another good study is G. Kling, Die 
Schlacht bei Nikopolis in Jahre 1396 (Inaugural Dissertation, Berlin, 1906); 
still useful is Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 246-299; likewise, 
Brauner, 24-50; Kupelwieser, 15-30; and J. Aschbach, Geschichte Kaiser 
Sigismund’s, I: Sigismund’s friihere Geschichte bis auf die Erdffnung des 
constanzer Conciliums (Hamburg, 1838), 86-111. In less detail, see Hammer, 
I, 236-244, trans. Hellert, I, 325-338; Iorga, Geschichte, I, 291-296; Gib- 
bons, The Foundation of the Ottoman Empire, 201-211; and G. Beckmann, 
Der Kampf Kaiser Sigmunds gegen die werdende Weltmacht der Osmanen, 
1392-1437, Eine historische Grundlegung (Gotha, 1902), 6-8; also, Ostro- 
gorsky, Hist. Byz. St., 490; Mompherratos, Ain). év., 16-17. Though it is 
not absolutely complete, the extensive bibliography appended to Atiya’s 
detailed study will serve to indicate further material on this by-no-means- 
neglected episode. 


The Quest for Aid, 1394-1402 - 185 


when I behold myself and all who have some share of intelligence, 
speaking ill of mortal Jife as never before and disgustéd that they 
did not just give up the ghost after the first outcry, when the un- 
looked-for turn of events became known—when I see this, therefore, 
your voyage, which previously I could not approve, now, changing my 
tune, I hold as the work of a far-seeing and protecting God. 

_ After all, if we who are healthy are inclined to be no stronger than 
those who are ill, reckoning ourselves half-dead when smitten by the 
unexpected, and if we cry out continuously against living, what would 
have been your case were you to be present and to see and to hear all 
this, since you have been struggling with lengthy illnesses and are in- 
deed not yet completely free of them? For, to prudent men, life is 
not worth living after that calamity, and after that deluge—not, to be 
sure, that deluge of the whole world, but one worse than that, inas- 
much as it carried off men better than those of yore!—after this crash, 
echoing with its savagery and ill omen, after these thunderclaps one 
upon another, all, terrifying circumstances. And so they have all come 
together at this juncture, as if they were so many very dense clouds of 
evil. And not in a rush of wind and in a thrust of swollen sin was this 
come to pass, but beyond all anticipation, when the sky was bright, 
and when calm was expected by those who, as it were, expected to 
complete their voyage with a fair wind, by those whose haven was 
all but at hand! All these woes just recited have, therefore, set upon 
us with such great violence as to have torn out by the roots—so far 
as is within human calculation—all hope for anything better. 

Indeed, to hope to find release from these, the evils which are so 
long oppressing our race; and to hope to check those who, themselves 
enslaved once upon a time, are now enslaving others; and,.to get to 
the point for those already informed, to hope to reverse for the better 
our entire situation; and then suddenly to see everything go in the 
opposite fashion—what sort of Herakleses, or what giants, would this 
not have cast down? The will of what adamant souls would it not 
have laid low? Yet, He has suffered us to remain firm: for God, having 
wounded, will heal. It is really better for those of good hope to speak 
and to believe thus, since God, being good, and He alone—since only 
one is good [cf. Mark x: 18; Matthew xix: 17]—will not in the end, 
I believe, want to be wholly wroth with those who have stumbled, 
nor to let loose continuously the rod of the unbelievers upon the 
portion of the just, I mean on that of the faithful... . 


(Continuing, Manuel expands further upon the conviction that 
God will at last punish evildoers, and he riddles his assertions 
with Scriptural quotations or allusions. Then the balance of the 
letter is led into a lengthy development, again laced with Scrip- 
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Bayazid had spared among his-captives for that lucrative pur- 
pose,” Byzantium was to suffer the more immediate and more 
ominous consequences of the disaster at Nicopolis. As early as 
October 29, 1896, the prudent Venetian Senate had realized the 
‘danger which threatened Constantinople. Provisions were made, 
swith an allotment of 5,000 ducats, to maintain a fleet for the de- 
fense of the city.?® Such foresight was to prove justified. 

If the Turkish blockade of Constantinople had been somewhat 
relaxed prior to the Crusade of Nicopolis, it was probably eased 
even more during that episode. But, once Bayazid had been freed 
from such distractions, he moved to press the siege of the city 
with renewed vigor.”® By winter the outlook must have become 





when Sigismund sailed through the Hellespont, the Turks took their captives 
from the battle, who had been confined in Gallipoli, and arrayed them along 
the shore, mocking and reviling the Hungarian King even if they could not 
halt or harm him. For Sigismund’s voyage, see Atiya, The Crusade of 
Nicopolis, 98-99; Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 287-289; Kling, 
106-107, 

24. For the ransoming of the captives of Nicopolis, see Atiya, The Crusade 
of Nicopolis, 99-112; Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 300-334; 
‘Mompheiratos, Aum. év., 17-23. By 
i 95. Text of this deliberation, ed. Ljubié, no. 535, pp. 386-388; cf. Thiriet, 
Régestes, I, no. 971, pp. 214-215. See also Silberschmidt, 166-167. The 
Senate had, on the previous day, discussed requirements for the safety of 
Venice’s own possessions in the light of the new situation: ed. Ljubié, no. 
534, p. 386. Even further, the Serenissima was moved to investigate the 
possibility of joint moves with Genoa for the common good (November 24, 
1396: Thiriet, no. 918, p. 215), leading then to further attempts to get Genoa 
to agree to a joint renunciation of the terms of the Tréaty of Turin, and to 
rearm Tenedos (January 30, 1397: Thiriet, no. 924, p. 216; and February 8: 
Thiriet, no. 926, pp. 216-217). But this project came to naught (March. 9: 
Thiriet, no. 928, p. 217), leaving Venice to take the initiative itself regard- 
ing the island. oa 

26. In their confused chronology, all of the Byzantine historians say 
nothing of the commencement of Bayazid’s siege of Constantinople until 
after the events of Nicopolis. Thus Ducas, ed. Grecu, 81f., ed. Bonn, 53 f.; 
Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 77 #., ed. Bonn, 83 ff., followed by the Pseudo- 
Phrantzes, ed, Papadopoulos, 65 f., ed. Bonn, 61 f., and the Chron. Barb. 11, 
35 £. In all these cases the question is complicated by the interpolation of 
the conferences of Serres at this point. Possibly, the explanation is that the 
historians mistook a renewal of the siege in 1396, after Nicopolis, for the 
actual initiation of the siege in 1394, after the conference at Serres. Be it 
noted that the Bulg. chron., 540 f., although completely independent of these 
later Greek sources, makes the same error of placing Bayazid’s siege only 
immediately after, and as a result of, the Battle of Nicopolis. But it should 
by no means be concluded, at the other extreme, that the blockade of Con- 
stantinople was completely interrupted or withdrawn. Apparently Bayazid 
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clear, for by January 2, 1897, the Venetian Senate was convinced 


of “the aggressive intentions of Bayazid against the partes Grecie” : 


and ordered appropriate armament of its squadrons." 

Within at least a few months after the Crusade, Bayazid had 
reinvested the city closely and had prepared to take it by assault. 
Once again the Emir called upon Manuel to yield up the city and 
to restore the rights of succession to John VII. The latter demand 
was apparently enough to cause considerable sentiment within 


the capital for surrender—or at least considerable dissatisfaction 
with Manuel.”® 


Manuel and his supporters were hard-pressed. The new expedi- 
tion promised by Sigismund was still a long way off; in fact, it 
was never to come. Bayazid was set on his goal, and he per- 


was supervising the siege himself when he received word of the crusading 
army’s advance: Konstantin the Philosopher, ed. Jagi¢é, 270; see also Atiya, 
The Crusade of Nicopolis, 62-63. 

Nor is it correct to assume (as does Atiya, 63) that the Emir completely 
raised his siege when he departed forthwith, However they may disagree as 
to the number of years the siege lasted, it is almost unanimously agreed by 
the sources cited in Appendix X that it was a continuous period of time 
which, by all correct computation, would include the year 1396. Especially 
important in this respect is the Patriarchal document of 1400/01 (Miklo- 
sich and Miiller, II, pp. 463-467), which correctly reckons the years of the 
siege, and which states expressly that there was no interruption. Moreover, 
to prove specifically that the blockade was maintained to some degree during 
the time of the Crusade of Nicopolis, we have the further testimony of 
King Sigismund himself, in his letter which is discussed in Appendix XI. 
From our evidence, therefore, the middle course is apparently the safest: 
the blockade was maintained without real break from its beginning in 1394, 
but was probably relaxed slightly in 1395-96, to be renewed as an active siege 
again, in the literal sense of the word, after the Battle of Nicopolis.. Thus, 
the elaborate and clever explanations by Gibbons, 234-235, of why Bayazid 
did not follow up his great victory and destroy the last remnant of Byzan- 
tium are somewhat pointless. 

27. Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 922, p. 215. 

28, All of the Greek sources cited in n. 26 speak of John VII in connec- 
tion with the siege at this juncture.. Ducas in particular quotes Bayazid’s 
demand and speaks also of the disaffection and difficulty within the capital. 
To be sure, such use of John VII as a front for Bayazid’s goal could have 
occurred, and presumably did occur, in the earlier phase of the siege. But 
John was certainly available at this time as a tool which the Emir could not 
have failed to use. Ducas seems to suggest that Bayazid used the claim on 
Constantinople for John as an alternative to depriving the latter of Selymbria: 
see J. W. Barker, “John VII in Genoa,” 215f., 220f. Delaville le Roulx, 
La France en Orient, 354-355, who also stresses the reinvigoration of 
Bayazid’s offensive against Constantinople after Nicopolis, places heavy 
emphasis on the use of John VII by Bayazid at this time. 
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fully likely that this fighting and the brunt of Bayazid’s renewed 
siege fell in midwinter of 1896-97.°° Such dating is rendered 
tenable by two decrees of the Venetian Senate. On January 26, 
1897, the Sapientes issued two responses to ambassadors of King 
Sigismund, in which they assured the monarch of their support 
amid his expenses and further hopes of action. Asserting that 
they did not wish “to desert Christianity nor the city of Con- 
stantinople,” the Senate authorized the arming of eight more 
of its galleys to defend the area from the Turks; and they would. 


the allusion to the drawing of help for the capital through Pera—in the role 
of a food depot—is clear: “... hostilesque [Turci] continuantes discursus, 
Peram, villam maritinam, Januensibus subditam, ex qua Constantinopoli 
victualia suppetebant, viribus expugnassent, nisi ville marescallus prefatus 
succurrusset.” On the other hand, we have the assertion by Konstantin the 
Philosopher (ed. Jagié, 270; ed. and trans. Braun, 13-14) that before the 
Battle of Nicopolis, Bayazid, unsuccessful in his siege of Constantinople, 
vainly attacked Galata also: cf. Stanojevié, 421. But I do not think this asser- 
tion should oblige us to date to the pre-Nicopolis siege the testimony of the 
Bulg. chron., which seems so distinctly related to the post-Nicopolis period. 
Rather, Konstantin’s statement may possibly refer to an earlier assault on 
Pera, perhaps even the other of the two Clavijo mentions (even though our 
present sources do not speak of such danger to Pera before Nicopolis as they 
do after it); or else, more likely, the statement is a reversal of the usual prac- 
tice in our sources, and places before the Battle of Nicopolis events which 
really transpired afterward. 

Following Muralt, p. 757, no. 6, and using utterly irrelevant citations 
from Ducas and Chalcocondyles, Gibbons, 234, and also Pears, 110 and 136, 
seem to place about this time the building by Bayazid of the fortress lnown 
as Anadolu-Hisar. Intended as a base of operations for use in attacks against 
Constantinople, this castle was erected on the Asiatic shore of the Bosporus, 
across from the site of the later Rumeli Hisar built by Mechmed JT on the 
European side. In his book The Fall of Constantinople, 1453, 66, Runciman 
makes the curious assertion that Byzantine protests against the building of 
Rumeli Hisar in 1452 were based in part on the claim that, in accordance 
with previous treaty agreements, Bayazid had asked the permission of Manuel 
to build Anadolu-Hisar. Post facto evidence of this kind would be of question- 
able value by any standards, but Runciman seems, without actually citing 
it specifically, to derive his assertion from a passage in Ducas (ed. Grecu, 
p. 297, Il. 22-25; ed. Bonn, p. 239, ll. 3-7) that in fact refers to Sultan 
Mechmed I (1413-1421), not Bayazid; Runciman’s assertion therefore has 
no valid bearing on Bayazid’s construction of his castle, which certainly 
could not have been built with Manuel's permission! A portion of Anadolu- 
Hisar still stands, unfortunately nowhere near as well-preserved as its mag- 
nificent counterpart across the Straits: cf. E, A. Grosvenor, Constantinople 
(2 vols., Boston, 1895), 1, 222-223; see also S. Toy, “The Castles of Bos- 
porus,” in Archaeologia, or Miscellaneous Tracts Relating to Antiquity, Il, 
30 (1930), 215-228. 

30. At best, this attempted dating is no more than conjectural; but in the 
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seek to have the Genoese contribute five of their own vessels 
likewise.** More to the point, on February 4, the Senate instructed 
one of its commanders to sail to Constantinople to express to 
Manuel the concern of Venice over the defeat at Nicopolis to as- 
sure him that the Christian rulers of the West would soon come 
_to his aid, and to inform him that Venice and Genoa were each 
sending five galleys. Further, this commander was to give com- 
fort to the citizens of Pera as well, and to keep watch on its se- 
curity as well as that of Constantinople. Finally, there were two 
significant provisions for alternate situations: the commander 
was given instructions made conditional on whether Constanti- 
nople alone should be “in the hands of the Sultan,” or whether 
both Constantinople and Pera “might be taken.” * The meaning 


light of the information cited in the following two notes, it is possible to 
suggest some chronological feasibilities. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkéd, I, 71 
ed. Bonn, 76-77, says that the Turks’ campaign of immediate reprisal against 
Hungary after Nicopolis was curtailed by an attack of gout suffered by 
Bayazid. However true this statement may be, it is clear that Bayazid did 
at least make some inroads into Hungarian territory from the account by 
Schiltberger, iii, ed. Langmantel, pp. 7-8, trans, Telfer, p. 6. This writer 
says nothing to indicate that Bayazid thereupon turned his attention back to 
Byzantium. But, conversely, he says absolutely nothing that would rule out 
the possibility of this next step. Even if Chalcocondyles (who wrote some 
seventy years after this time) is correct about the Emir’s gout, such a malady 
need net have lasted too long, nor at any rate have hindered him from 
ordering the stepping up of the siege and even his supervising it himself. 
Modern writers are wont to give the impression that after Nicopolis Bayazid 
was essentially occupied with the treatment and ransoming of his prisoners. 
But there seems to be no evidence of his extensive personal involyement 
with the dealings concerning them until the late winter or the spring of 1397. - 
There is every reason to suppose that he was almost entirely free during the 
winter for a project such as a siege, an activity which, moreover, need. by 
no means have been restricted to the customary campaign season. Cf. also 
Silberschmidt, 172 ff., who has come to essentially the same conclusion; see 
also Mompherratos, Aim\. év., 24-25. 
Note that Délger, Regesten, nos, 3263-3264, p. 84, citing a Turkish 
source, places in the period “autumn 1396-autumn 1399” a supposed peace 
mission by Manuel to Bayazid, and the successful conclusion of a treaty, by 
whose terms the oft-mentioned Turkish kadi was admitted into Constanti- 


nople. I would hardly accept such a dating, which seems t of hi 
with the other evidence at hand. - eg aa 


31. Text, ed. Ljubié, no. 548, pp. 398-400; cf. Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 
923, pp. 215-216, whose summary is rather weak; also, Silberschmidt, 178; 
Muralt, p. 758, no. 13; Stanojevié, 425. 


32. Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 925, p. 216; cf. Silberschmidt, 179-180, 181— 
182. It is a great pity that the text of this, as well as of many other Venetian 
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in November of 1896, Manuel’s.beloved mother died.** Just be- 
fore her death, the Empress Helena had joined with her son in 
approving of the sale of Corinth by the Despot Theodore to the 
Hospitalers,** the first step in a nearly disastrous attempt to in- 
‘troduce Latin buttressing to the constantly overrun and unstable 
Morea. 

- Manuel’s situation had become grave indeed by the end of 
winter in 1897. On April 7 of that year, the Venetian Senate took 
note of some overtures by Manuel (reminiscent of similar ones 
made in July of 1894) to place Constantinople in the hands of 
Venice in case he should be obliged to leave it, and to cede to 
Venice, on certain conditions, the islands of Imbros (“Embri”) 
and Lemnos (“Emni”). The Venetian commander was instructed 
to brush aside such offers politely and to assure Manuel that aid 
from the West would soon come. (Manuel was also to be in- 
formed specifically of the activities of Sigismund, should the 
Emperor inquire after the King of Hungary. Obviously, there was 
still some hope on the part of the Byzantine government for the 
promised help from Sigismund, although by now the outlook 
for his expected expedition may have diminished.) If Manuel 
and the Genoese of Pera were intending to come to terms with 
the Turks, the commander was to do his best to dissuade them 
or at least to discourage independent negotiations. As usual, how- 
ever, the chary Sapientes appended instructions for alternate 
circumstances, in this case in the event that John VII should 
be on the throne and should be unwilling to surrender the city 
to “Basitus.” In that event, the Venetian agents were to salute 
John with due honor and were to negotiate with him for a treaty 
renewal.** No mention is made of how John might be on the 


36. For the dating of the death of Helena Cantacuzena, see the end of 
Appendix IX. 

37. This sale is noted by Manuel in his Funeral Oration, ed. Migne, 244B- 
254A, ed. Lampros, p. 69, 1. 24 to p. 70, Il. 14 ff.; he also makes mention here 
of his mother’s approval. For a full discussion of this transaction, see 
Loenertz, “Pour Vhistoire du Péloponnése,” 186 ff.; cf. also Delaville le 
Roulx, Les Hospitaliers @ Rhodes jusqu’ 4 la mort de Philibert de Naillac, 
1310-1421 (Paris, 1913), 77-80, and Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec, I, 156- 
159, for a fuller background; also Mompherratos, Oi Ilo. év Iea., 
13-15. For the dating of the episode and its relation to the death of the 
Empress, see V. Laurent, Rev. d. ét. byz., 13 (1955), 137. 

38. Partial text, ed. Ljubié, no. 553, pp. 402-404; cf. Silberschmidt, 
184-185; Muralt, p. 759, no. 19; Stanojevié, 425-426. The otherwise admira- 
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throne in Manuel's place; nor is there any suggestion that, should 
Manuel have been replaced by force, Venice would assert. or 
champion his rights. Taken at face value, this instruction seems. 
to imply rather a peaceful arrangement, assuming John’s de- 
fection from Bayazid. If this inference is correct, the instruction 
represents a startling bit of prescience, since this is exactly the 
sort of settlement which was to come to pass two and a half 
years later. Such an instruction may suggest that the reconcilia- 
tion eventually effected between Manuel and John VII may have 
been contemplated long before its final adoption. 

In another deliberation of this same date, April 7, 1897, in the 
course of extensive instructions to its admirals in the Levant, the 
Senate also ordered the dispatch of three galleys to Constanti- 
nople “for the comfort of the lord emperor and of the Genoese of 
Pera” and for the safety of the area, with the dispatch of addi- 
tional galleys also being arranged. Renewed caution, however, 
was to be urged regarding the question of inclination on the part 
of Manuel and the Peraiotes to come to terms with “Basitus.” * 

From these documents, it is plain that Manuel was contemplat- 
ing desperate measures. Hope for real help from the unreliable 


ble summary by Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 932, p. 218, makes inexcusable 
errors on the important passage concerning John. Thiriet identifies him, in 
a compound mistake, as John VIII, the grandson [sic] of Manuel. He also 
misunderstands the allusion to Bayazid, interpreting the latter’s role as a 
supporter of John. This deliberation is obviously the origin of the bald 
statement made by Heyd, Histoire du commerce du Levant, II, 264, and 
Silberschmidt, 178, with no direct citation of any authority (dutifully 
followed by Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 356, Mompherratos, 
Auth. év., 27, and the uncritical Vaughan, 35) that Manuel offered to hand * 
Constantinople over to Venice. Curiously, Délger makes no reference in his 
Regesten to these proposals by Manuel. Z 

The Senate, incidentally, persisted at this time in its policy of playing on 
all sides in the hope of stabilizing the delicately balanced status quo, essen- 
tial for Venetian interests. In another deliberation of April 7, 1397 (Thiriet, 
no. 931, p. 218), the Signoria instructed its envoys to inform Sigismund of 
its efforts to protect Constantinople and to dissuade Manuel and the 
Peraiotes from concluding a separate peace with the Turks. But the Senate 
emphasized also the strains on Venice, and its possible obligations to nego- 
tiate separately itself with Bayazid if its efforts are not supported soon by 
Sigismund. Actually, on May 31, 1398 (Thiriet, no. 942, p. 220), the Senate 
was considering such separate negotiations. And by October 19, 1398 
(Thiriet, no. 952, pp. 221-222), the possibility was still entertained that 
such a peace could be concluded. 

39. Text, ed. Ljubié, no. 554, pp. 405-407; this document is not men- 
tioned or discussed by Thiriet. 
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the years after Nicopolis that he began an all-out quest for help 
from abroad as the cornerstone and sole hope for his policy of 
-esistance to the Turkish menace. 

: Ef Manuel’s personal messages of appeal, almost nothing sur- 
} wives to us. But we do have several of these appeals sent inn the 
- name and interest of the Empire by no less than the Patriarch 

“Antonios. The role of the spiritual head of Orthodoxy in these 

appeals is a point of no little interest. The principal explanation 
for his inolvement is, of course, the question of Church union, 
which was inevitably and regularly linked with a good deal of 
the talk of aid to Byzantium. This fact in itself is important to 
keep in mind. It is also noteworthy that these surviving docu- 
ments are concerned not with the Latin West, but with Central 
and Eastern Europe. In this brief spurt of dealings with this 
seemingly peripheral zone of appeal, we may see some interest- 
ing indications of the temper and outlook of Byzantium in some 
of its darkest hours. | 

One of these documents is a Patriarchal pittakion dated Janu- 

ary, 1397, presumably while Constantinople was still bearing the 
‘runt of Bayazid’s renewed siege operations. It is addressed’ to 
“the most noble, most celebrated, most prudent kral and sovy- 
ereign of all Poland, of Litvo-Russia, and of the Littoral, and of 
many other places” (adong Idathnc, AitBogwoiac, LLagabakacsias 
yor dhhav tohMGv ténwv), that is, Jagiello, Grand Duke of Lith- 
yania (1877-1434), and King of Poland (1886-1434) under the 
sitle of Viadislav V. Much of this document concerns ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs, especially concerning relations with Orthodox Russia. 
But Jagiello was greatly interested in the idea of Church union, 
and the Patriarch sought to channel his zeal. One portion of this 
letter therefore gives us a passage that was perhaps typical of 
the kind of plea for aid sent out during this period, especially 
in its clear statement of the one Byzantine prerequisite to serious 
consideration of union with the Latins: 


_ You write concerning the union of the Churches, and we our- 
selves also wish for and agree to this. But this cannot be done at the 
present time. For there is war with the unbelievers, the routes are 
closed off, we are in straitened circumstances, and how is it pos- 
sible, conditions being as they are, for any representatives to go 
forth from us in order to convene a synod there? But if God should 
grant peace, and if the roads should be open, we ourselves will be 
ready for this on our own initiative. But until this should come to pass, 
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we strongly urge that Your Nobility should, in the season of spring, 
jo with the most noble King of Hungary [Odyyota], and that you 
should come forth even yourself on behalf .of the Christians, both with 
your army [etd mwoodtov cov] and with your resources, for the 
destruction of the unbelievers. And then, when the road is open, with 
ease will there be the union of the Churches, even according as Your 
Nobility, and we ourselves, agree to this. But the most noble King of 
Hungary, if God may allow, will bestir himself from the month of 
March on. For he departed from us [ie. about a month previously, 
after Nicopolis] with such statements and commitments, and there 
is no reason for you to understand otherwise.** 


This passage makes clear that the Byzantines regarded union 
as the cart and aid as the horse, and that they had very strong 
opinions as to which should come first. Not, of course, that it was 
anything new for the Byzantines to hold out promises of Church 
union as bait for help or for some other consideration from the 
Latin West. It is also noteworthy here that at this time the 
Byzantines clearly regarded Sigismund of Hungary as the natural 
leader around whom any further military action was to be or- 
ganized, and that they fully expected a new expedition for their 
aid in the coming spring, as the Patriarch states, on the basis of 
the King’s promises of this made but a month before. 

Jagiello himself was king of a country of the Roman com- 
munion, although, prior to his union with Jadwiga in 1386 and 
his conversion then from paganism, he had been on the verge 
of adopting the Orthodox faith. Hence, the. words of the leader of 
Orthodoxy might carry only indirect weight. But the prestige of 
the Patriarchal hand was somewhat greater among the Orthodox; 
hence the interest in similar appeals to the one independent Or- 
thodox state then with a promise of future greatness. 

At the same time as the first of our Patriarchal documents was 
written, that is, January of 1897, another pittakion was addressed 
to “the most sanctified Metropolitan of Kiev [Kvéfos] and of all 
Russia [‘Pwota],” Kyprianos. Again, much of the document con- 


43, Miklosich and Miiller, IJ, no. 515, pp. 280-282; the passage trans- 
lated here is on pp. 280-281. For background on this letter, see Halecki, 
“La Pologne et empire byzantin,” Byzantion, 7 (1932), 41-67, especially 
p. 49; and id., “Rome et Byzance au temps du grand Schisme d’Occident,” 
527. On this ruler in general, note ‘the article of J. Skrzypek, “The South- 
eastern Policy of Poland from the Coronation of Jagiello to the Death of 
Hedwig and the Battle on the Worskla (1386-1399),” in Archiwum Tow, 
Nauk.we Lwowie, II, xxi, 1 (1936), written in Polish and unavailable to me. 
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154 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


aid, however, they were no more realized than those for another 
expedition under Sigismund. 

Much more significant, in terms of subsequent events, were 
contacts. with’ Western Europe. It was, after all, the Western 
pritices to whom Manuel had been referred by the Venetians 
originally. From the outset it was plain that the most important 
of. Manuel’s contacts among these rulers would be with the 
French King, especially in view of the significant French con- 
tributions to the Crusade of Nicopolis. Unfortunately, that very 
disaster had dampened French ardor for further operations on 
that scale. Nevertheless, the court of Charles VI was still more 
than cordial to the direct overtures which proceeded from 
Manuel. 

By summer of 1397 Bayazid’s active offensive against Constan- 
tinople had apparently ended. But the blockade of the city was 
no less disastrous. Still convinced of the urgency of Western aid— 
which the Venetians continued to forecast—Manuel decided to 
make a strong direct plea. In this year Nicholas Notaras was sent 
on an embassy to France and England.** He was followed by 
‘Theodore Palaeologus Cantacuzenus, the Emperor’s uncle, on a 
mission that occupied the latter months of 1897 and much of 
1898. The latter reached Paris in mid-October, bearing a letter to 
King Charles VI from Manuel, dated July 1, 1897. Since the con- 
temporary French chronicler who quotes it obviously had the 
original document before him—he describes it in detail—we can 
presumably rely upon the text which he transmits to us. Accord- 





ing to him, the letter was bilingual, with a Greek text on one. 


side and the Latin on the other. The former is lost, for it is only 
the Latin which is transcribed. In view of its importance, it is 
worth quoting in full, in English translation from the Latin: 


46. Du Cange, in his Familiae augustae byzantinae (Historia byzantine, 
Pt. I, Paris, 1680), p. 242, cites a receipt by Francois d’Aunoy, Charles VI’s 
treasurer, for a grant by the King of 1,000 gold pieces for aid to “the Chris- 
tians,” to “Nicolas de Natala,” on his way through France to England in 
1397. On this and other such references, see below, n. 49. Cf. also Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3269, p. 85 (where the ambassador is referred to as “John 
Notaras”: again, see n. 49 below), and no. 3271, p. 85; also, ibid., no. 3265, 
p. 84, for reference to an earlier embassy allegedly sent by Manuel to Charles 
VI in late 1396, after Nicopolis. During the course of his mission, inciden- 
tally, on April 8, 1897, Notaras was granted the rights and privileges of a 
Venetian citizen by the Doge; for the text of this award, see Appendix XII 
below. 
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To the most serene and excellent Lord Charles, King of the 
Franks, our most dear brother, Manuel, in the Divine Christ 
Emperor and Moderator of the Romans, Palaeologus, health 
and happy attainment of your wishes. ; 


Because we know, brother, the very great power which is held 
by that impious tyrant, the Turk Basita, lord of the Turks, enemy 
to Jesus Christ and to the entire Catholic faith, which power also is 
daily increased; and since we know also our own and our people’s 
misery and poverty, which we have suffered for a long time pre- 
viously, and are still suffering, for about three years in particular, 
because of the war wherein we are now engaged, directed against 
us by the said Turk Basita, who strives with all his strength and 
power to subject to his lordship this, our city, and the Christians of 
these regions, and to efface utterly from the land the name of Christ, 
not sparing by day and night in any particular the labors and ex- 
penses of his own self or of his subjects; and in the knowledge, 
further, of how great an injury would befall all Christendom if the 
said Turk Basita should obtain his will concerning the aforesaid city 
(may that never come to pass!); and perceiving especially that with- 
out doubt this city is in no wise able to endure to the coming sum- 
mer, during which we expect and hope to have the aid of the 
Christians, with the intervention of God’s grace and of your most 
serene royal majesty, wherein we trust manifoldly and effectively:— 
Therefore, we appoint as ambassador our vigorous and most beloved 
uncle, a noble and prudent man of our state, wise and experienced 
as well, the lord Theodorus Palealogus Canthacosino [sic], the bearer 
of these presents, whom we send forth to your aforesaid royal majesty; 
to whom let your majesty wish, and let it be pleasing to you, to ac- 
cord full faith in all proposals by him to your majesty verbally on- 
our behalf, as if your majesty should hear those things in’ speech 
from our own mouth. Moreover, we firmly believe your same royal 
majesty is ready to take action in all respects in which we are in 
need from your majesty, because we have seen you, in the past 
year, with no request made of you but by your own free will, out of 
reverence for God, send a great force of your people for our liberation 
and that of the Christians of these regions; which aim would rightly 
have been fulfilled, but that an unexpected situation should have 
befallen by reason of our since. We are, indeed, at present in greater 
need of aid than we were then, by reason of the exhaustion to which 
we have come as a result of the said war, according as your said 
royal majesty can be informed by your barons and nobles, who saw all 
and are fully informed concerning the state and condition of these 
regions. 
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While ees was this promising prospect of help from French 
sources, Manuel was to press his cause in other areas. Not the 
least among the Western princes to whom the Venetians had 
been uiging Manuel to write was the Pope. Unfortunately for 
Manuel, the Great Schism had complicated the picture gravely, 
not only in terms of direct relations with the respective Popes 
of-Rome and Avignon themselves, but also in terms of dealings 
with different kingdoms which differed in their recognition of 
the rival claimants to the tiara. 

The Roman Pope, Boniface IX, was actually very eager to 
make efforts toward possible union of the Churches, partly for 
the enhancement of his own prestige. For some time after the 
setback of Nicopolis, however, there was apparently no direct 
contact between the Byzantine Emperor and the Pope, although 
Venice seems to have adopted the role of intermediary between 
them for a while.** Partly as a result of Venetian encouragement, 
Boniface decided to throw his weight behind renewed efforts to 
aid the Empire. On April 1, 1898, Boniface issued a bull urging 
the Christian powers of the West to furnish military or at least 
‘financial contributions toward a new crusade against the Turks 
on behalf of Manuel and his subjects. For this purpose he ap- 
pointed Paul, the titular Bishop of Chalcedon, and his own Bene- 
dictine chaplain, Augustine de Undinis, to enlist aid for the 
project.™* 

Presumably encouraged by this important Papal step, Manuel 
hastened to secure direct relations with the Roman See 
through the person of Hilario Doria, the Genoese husband of 
Zampia, his illegitimate daughter.** Doria’s mission was ap- 
parently to cooperate with Boniface IX in whatever ways would 
expedite the obtaining and dispatch of aid to the beleaguered 
capital. To carry out this task, the Emperor’s son-in-law labored 
diligently. In the wake of such direct Byzantine contact with the 
Papacy through Doria, Boniface was moved to further efforts. 


53. Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 504 ff. 

54. Text, Baronius-Raynaldus, Annales ecclesiastici, 1398, no. 40 (Vol: 
27, p. 40); cf. Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 506-509; Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie 
Manuila,” 44 (6). 

55. Délger, Regesten, no. 3270, p. 85; Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 509; 
also Vasiliev, ibid.; Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 356; cf. also, 
in general, Mompherratos, Awd. év., 26. For Doria’s matrimonial relation- 
ship with Manuel’s family, see Appendix IX below.” 
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Over the date of March 6, 1899, he issued a bull that, spécifically 
mentioning Doria’s mission, renewed the call for action against 
the Turks in the hope of relieving Constantinople and thereby” 
of contributing to the longed-for goal of Church union. The Pope 
therewith authorized the collection of funds for a project of mili- 
tary aid to the Emperor, offering the renewal of indulgences for 
the remission of sins.** 

The Bishop of Chalcedon was again assigned, together with 
the Genoese Antonio Grillo and Niccolé Lomellini, to the task 
of implementing the Papal bull, and with him Doria was also 
assigned. In the Italian cities success was meager, in view of 
local distractions and entanglements. Lucca and Siena (each?) 
contributed the somewhat less than spectacular sum of 500 gold 
ducats. But no amount was too small for the hard-pressed By- 
zantines. We have the text of a letter by Manuel himself to the 
Archbishop of Siena, dated September 22,°1399, in which the 
Emperor thanks the Sienese for their contribution of 500 Flor- 
entine ducats and urges arrangement for their prompt relay.*” In 
general, however, the Italian cities could or would give no real 
assistance.*® 

Unfortunately, also, as the mission to the states recognizing 
the Roman Pope continued, friction developed between Doria 
and the Papal agents. In Genoa there had been unpleasant mo- 
ments over Doria’s demands for Papal reimbursement for-the ex- 
penses of the Byzantine mission. Then, in the summer of 1399, 
when the joint mission proceeded to England, further discord 
hampered the collection of funds.” In spite of this, however, 


56. Partial text in Baronius-Raynaldus, 1399, nos. 1-4 (Vol. 27, pp. 41-43). 
Cf. Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 508-509, who cites an edition of the full 
text not available to me. 

57. Délger, Regesten, no. 3275, p. 86; Latin text, published by 
Lampros with comments, ‘“ Emuotohh Mavourr Tl aAauoddyou TMEOS TOUS 
tevatous,” Néog EMnvouvhwov, 6 (1909), 102-104, and the text alone 
republished in the same editor’s IIad. wal Ied., III, pp. 120-121. In the 
text, Manuel speaks of the mission. of Nicholas Notaras and also of the 
services of Lomellini; cf. Délger, Regesten; no. 3271, p. 85. 

58. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 44 (6); Delaville le Roulx, La 
France en Orient, 357. 

59. Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 511. 

60. Iibid., 511-519; Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 46-47 (8-9); cf. 
Délger, Regesten, no. 3273, p. 86 (for the dispatch of Doria), and no. 3276, 
p. 86 (a subsequent message sent in late summer of 1399 to Richard through 
Peter Holt, Prior of the Knights of St. John for Ireland: see n. 100 below). 
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Manuel was not an idle one. In the spring for 1899, Charles or- 
ganized a force which he placed under the command of Jean le 
Meingre, better known as the Marshal Boucicaut.** No happier 
choice*could ‘have been made, for Boucicaut was a brave and 


capable leader, of decisive and praiseworthy character, and well. 


acquainted with affairs in the East as well. Among his numerous 
adventures prior to this time, Boucicaut had fouglit in the Battle 
of Nicopolis, had been taken captive by Bayazid, and had played 
a role in the ransoming of his fellow captives. In this last ca- 
pacity he had stopped at Constantinople, and presumably he 
had met the Emperor then. When the 1899 expedition was or- 
ganized in response to Manuel’s pleas for help, Boucicaut was 
reportedly delighted to accept its command.* 

On June 26 the expedition set forth from Aigues-Mortes: 400 
men-at-arms of honorable families, 400 armed attendants, and a 
number of archers, all totaling an estimated 1,200, in two galleys 
and four other vessels. The expedition made stops at Naples, 
Capri, Messina, the island of Sapienza off Modon, Chios, Mity- 
lene on Chios, Negroponte, and Tenedos, swelling its strength 
_ along the way with the addition of Venetian, Genoese, Rhodian; 
and Lesbian galleys. The passage through the Straits having been 
essayed, the flotilla, fully united at Tenedos, sailed on to Con- 
stantinople.® Insignificant as this force might be in relation to 





65. On this man we are fortunate in having a contemporary biography, 
the celebrated Livre des faits du bon messire Jean le Maingre, dit Bouciquaut, 
Mareschal de France et Gouverneur de Jennes, ed. J. A. C. Buchon, pp. 
563-695 in Vol. III of his edition of Froissart (Paris, 1835). This text gives 
invaluable information on these events. . 

66. Livre des faits, I, xxvii, p. 600; cf. Mompherratos, Aumh. év., 25. 

67. Livre des faits, I, xxix, p. 601, which mentions the previous. mission 
of “Catacuseno” from Manuel to the West. 

68. Ibid., pp. €C01-602; Religieux de Saint-Denys, XX, iii, ed. Bellaguet, 
IT, p. 690, which gives the same total of men but which states, probably in 
error, that Boucicaut departed in May. Cf. Delaville le Roulx, La France en 
Orient, 359-364; Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 50-51 (12-13). Also G. 
Schlumberger, “Jean de Chateaumorand, un des principaux héros frangais 
des arriére-croisades en Orient 4 la fin du XIV¢ siécle et A ’aurore du XVe” 
(included in the author's collection, Byzance et croisades: Pages médiévales, 
Paris, 1927), 300; and id., “Un Empereur de Byzance 4-Paris et Londres” 
(originally published in Revue des deux mondes, 30, 1915; republished in 
the same collection) , 94 (or, in the separate offprint version, Paris, 1916, p. 7). 

69. Livre des faits, I, xxix-xxx, pp. 602-603. Cf. Delaville le Roulx, La 
France en Orient, 364-368; id., Les Hospitaliers, 275-276: Schlumberger, 
“Chateaumorand,” 300-301; id., “Un Empereur,” 94 (7-8). Also, Berger de 
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full Byzantine need, it was nevertheless welcomed joyously by 
Manuel and his desperate subjects, who promptly paraded the 
new arrivals in a festive review.” 

The little army was soon put to work. Under the joint leader- 
ship of Boucicaut and Manuel, the immediate neighborhood of 
the city was cleared of enemies, an attack, though unsuccessful, 
was mounted on Nicomedia, and a number of towns on the 
neighboring Asiatic shores were assaulted or harassed.™ But such 
activity, although vigorous and sweet after long years of despair, 
represented, after all, little more than ephemeral raiding of super- 
ficial value. It must soon have become apparent to all concerned 
that much more was needed. From the point of view of the 
Greeks, the task called for a far vaster effort than this small expe- 
dition could provide. And from Boucicaut’s point of view it was 
plain that his relatively small band of restless cavaliers—not to say 
cutthroats—had reached the limit of their usefulness. Provisions 
were too scanty and prospects for plunder or reward were too 
restricted to support them in further operations. The resourceful 
French commander soon came to a decisive conclusion: in order 
to obtain really substantial aid, Manuel must go and make a per- 
sonal appeal before the French King.” 

Whatever Manuel’s initial reaction to such a plan may have 
been is not known. But it must have been obvious to him that 
the Byzantine internal situation as it stood would not permit its 


Xivrey, 88-90; Mompherratos, Aumd. év., 30-32; Gibbons, 236-237; and, 
very carelessly, Muralt, p. 763, nos. 9-12. For the role of Venice, see Silber- 
schmidt, 194-196; for the involvement of Francesco II Gattilusio of Lesbos, 
see Miller, “The Gattilusij of Lesbos,” 414-415 (321-322), and Dennis, “The 
Short Chronicle of Lesbos,” p. 18, n. 41. 

70. Livre des faits, I, xxx-xxxi, p. 603; Religieux de Saint-Denys, XX, iii, 
p. 690. Cf, Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 369, 

71. Livre des faits, I, xxxi-xxxiii, pp. 603-606; Religieux de Saint-Denys, 
XX, iii, p. 690. Cf. Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 369-375; Berger 
de Xivrey, 90-91; Mompherratos, Auni. év., 33; Gibbons, 237; Muralt, 
p. 764, nos. 13-17, On the expedition in general, see also KX Rados, 
TO vautindv tov Butavttou, diindv, d0ydvwois, taxtixy, totogta (Athens, 
1920), 138-140; and Walter, 294-295. 

72. Livre des faits, I, xxxiii, p. 606; according to which there was also 
entertained a scheme to offer the suzerainty of Byzantium to Charles VI. Cf. 
Muralt, pp. 764-765, no. 1; Gibbons, 238-239, But this scheme, if there 
really was such, was to meet with no more success than John VII's even 
more extreme proposal of 1397, of which mention is about to be made, To 
promise help to Byzantium was one thing; to assume direct responsibility 
for its survival was quite another, despite the glory. 
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166 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


that this subject should be so’ attractive. The very idea of a 
ruler of the fabled and seemingly remote Byzantium emerging 
from the exotic East and visiting such familiar European cities 
as Venice, Milan, and, especially, Paris and London; associating 
with rulers and nobles whom history (and Shakespeare) has 
rendered so vividly close to us; in short; appearing in a setting 
that.is so vitally a part of our own Western background and 
tradition, especially for the purpose of begging aid for his once- 
great Empire—it is all a spectacle that exerts the most exciting 
and romantic fascination on us. 
But, if such a reaction is natural for us today, it was in its 
own day even more distinct among those peoples whom Manuel 
visited. In spite of the long process of decline through which 
Byzantium had been passing while the Latin West had been 
surging ahead on its own, the glory of the successors of Constan- 
tine had not been forgotten. Indeed, Byzantium, to the West, 
had always appeared as a realm of almost fairy-tale splendor 
and grandeur, a reputation that the ordeal of the Crusades, tragic 
decay, and a degradation before the Turkish advance had not 


entirely dimmed. Added to the awe inspired by Manuel’s rank 


and traditions was the sympathy toward the sorely oppressed 
Emperor which, in spite of the disinclination or inability of 
Latin Christendom to back it up with effective action, was sincere. 


note pp. 767-769 of H. C. Luke’s article “Visitors from the East to the 
Plantagenet and Lancastrian Kings,” Nineteenth Century, 8 (1930), 760- 
769. In addition to these individual and specialized studies, one should bear 
in mind the discussions of the subject in general works, in particular that 


by Berger de Xivrey, and, to a lesser extent, that by Mompherratos. All of. 


these will be cited in due course wherever possible. A stimulating if ques- 
tionable thought on Manuel's journey is contributed by Runciman, in his 
The Fall of Constantinople, 13 (in the midst of a very general and uneven 
sketch of Manuel’s life and reign): “When he journeyed westward in search 
of aid, he chose a moment when the Papacy was discredited by the Great 
Schism, and he made his appeal to lay potentates, hoping thus to escape 
ecclesiastical pressure, i.e. toward Church union,” Some reflection reduces 
the validity of this observation, however, since Manuel hardly “chose” the 
occasion for his visit in any objective sense, The avoidance of pressure upon 
him as regards union schemes must therefore be regarded as a fortuitous 
byproduct of circumstances rather than a function of Manuel’s personal 
attitudes or official policies toward reunion of the Churches, as Runciman 
seems to suggest. Among other general works of this kind, sketches of 
Manuel’s journey and its implications may also be found in Khoury, 139-140, 
and Stacton, 115-116 (=“Dereksen,” 121-122). 


The Quest for Aid, 1394-1402 - 167 


In all, Manuel made a vivid impression on the minds of his 


Western hosts, at least as a person—so much so that it is to the 


Western sources that modern scholars have been obliged to tum 
for the most important and most extensive information on the 
course of Manuel's great journey.” 


Whether the initial idea was Boucicaut’s or Manuel’s own,- 


the Emperor had committed himself, by December of 1899, to 
a new implementation of his basic policy. If Byzantium was to 
continue its resistance to the Turks on the assumption of support 
from the West, the quest for this aid must now be pursued by 
means of the most imposing method possible: the personal 
diplomacy of Manuel himself.” Once this decision was made, 
Manuel and Boucicaut acted upon it with characteristic decisive- 
ness. Provisions were made for the defense of the city under 
John VII," and Boucicaut, his job in Constantinople accom- 
plished, gathered the bulk of his force for withdrawal. Less than 
a week after the entry of John into the city, on December 10, 


76. It is certainly true that the Greeks themselves were vividly aware 
of Manuel’s important journey, and there are few Greek sources for the 
period which do not speak of it. But many of them do no more than make 
bare allusion to the fact that Manuel did make his journey: thus, of the 
short chronicles, the Chron. Vat. gr. 162, no. 17, p. 210, Il. 77-79; and the 
Bo. yg. No. 15, p. 32, Il. 50-52, which gives at least the year of his depar- 
ture; likewise the short chronicle entries cited below in n. 79, which also add 
the exact date of the departure and the transportation by Venetian ships. 
Nor are many more details given in the brief relevant passage by Ducas, 
ed. Grecu, 85, ed. Bonn, 56. Likewise the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papado- 
poulos, 66-67, ed. Bonn, 61-62, and the Chron. Barb. 111, 36 (the latter 
of which even identifies the traveling Emperor as “John Palaeologus”!). The 
same lack of detail exists to a similar extent in Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, 
I, 78-79, 90, ed. Bonn, 84-85, 96-97, save that in between these passages 
the historian takes the opportunity to launch himself into a long and cele- 
brated digression describing Western Europe, at least as the Greeks knew it. 
Even more curious is the contribution of the late sixteenth-century Historia 
politica et patriarchica Constantinopoleos (Bonn, 1849), 4, a strange tale 
which will be noted later (see Appendix XVIII below). 

77. That Manuel’s journey was a serious diplomatic mission and not 
merely a groveling for charitable handouts should become clear as we exam- 
ine Manuel’s own letters below, if not also from the dignified and lavish 
receptions given him wherever he went. Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 
53 (15). 

78. For a discussion of the arrangements for John’s assumption of power 
in Constantinople and of how he and the city fared during the absence of 
Manuel, see below, pp. 200 ff. 
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In addition to the extensive -personal suite necessary for his 
journey,” Manuel had brought with him on the first leg of the 
trip his family: his wife, the Empress Helena, and the two sons 
she had bortie him by then, the future John VIII and Theodore. 
‘These he intended to leave behind, not in Constantinople, but 
-with his brother in the Morea. That he should take this step 
suggests vividly the kind of faith he put in John VII's loyalty, 
regardless of all the oaths and promises exchanged.®* 

In the Peloponnesus the progress of Manuel’s journey was de- 
layed. Negotiations had been entered into with Venice that had 
to be settled before the Emperor could leave. Manuel was con- 
cerned about the safety of his family even in the Peloponnesus, 
unsettled as it was, for he had asked the Venetian Senate for 
guarantees of refuge for them. On February 27, 1400, the Senate 
responded with a promise that, in case of Turkish invasion of 
the ‘Morea, the Imperial family, and Theodore himself as well, 
would be allowed to take refuge in the Venetian ports of Coron 


to Venice, for which he gives no real source, and which I therefore assume 
to be largely imaginary. Otherwise, the only apparent basis for this interpo- 
-lation would be a less embellished, but equally fanciful, entry by Muralt, 
p. 766, no. 12, with utterly irrelevant source citations. 

81. Manuel’s retinue must have been large, befitting his rank. Of several 
allusions we have to its size (see below, pp. 228-229, and p. 232, n. 60), 
the largest figure quoted is in the fifties. Many references to Manuel’s jour- 
ney, and in particular to individual people in his service during it, are to be 
found in the fascinating Satire of Mazaris, published by Boissonade, Anecdota 
graeca, III (Paris, 1831), 112-186, and by A. Ellissen, Analekten der 
mittel- und neugriechischen Literatur, IV (Leipzig, 1860), 187-250. Vasiliev, 
“PuteSestvie Manuila,” 56-58 and 74 (18-20, 36), has used these references 
extensively. Be it said, also, uncritically. Much of the prosopographic material 
in this text is undoubtedly well-founded; but in view of the scurrilous nature 
of many of these references, and in view also of our lack of any other 
material with which to check them specifically, at least some caution must 
be exercised in handling them. Unfortunately, this entire problem calls for 
much more discussion than space permits here, and which I hope rather to 
attempt in subsequent work on this remarkable text. For other comments 
on members of Manuel’s retinue, especially regarding those involved in 
negotiations with the various Spanish rulers, see Cirac Estopafian, La 
Union, 54. 

82. For a discussion of Manuel’s family as it was in 1400 and of his later 
children, see Appendix XV below. 

83. As pointed out by Délger, “Johannes VIL,” 32, and Ostrogorsky, 
Hist. Byz. St., 493. Indeed, according to Ducas, ed. Grecu, 85, ed. Bonn, 
55-56, Manuel had serious misgivings as to John’s loyalty and ambitions and 
simply took the risk hoping for the best. : 


The Quest for Aid, 1394-1402 oe 


and Modon; provision was also made for housing them ‘in these 
circumstances or for transporting them to Venice.* . 

These matters at last settled, Manuel took leave of his family” 
at Modon and sailed from there, still with Boucicaut, aboard a 
Venetian vessel headed for the Lagoon City.** The Senate pre- 
pared for him: on April 4, 1400, the Sapientes assigned 200 ducats 
for his expenses.** Other necessary arrangements were made, and 
Manuel arrived (presumably) not long after. 

From here on the familiar story is easily told. In Venice the 
Byzantine sovereign was received and housed with honor. Fol- 
lowing promising discussions with the Venetian leaders,’’ he 
proceeded on his way across Italy, while Boucicaut was sent on 
ahead to Paris to prepare the way in France. After a brilliant re- 
ception in Padua, where he stayed eight days, Manuel proceeded 
by way of Vicenza and Pavia to Milan, where he was welcomed 
proudly by Gian Galeazzo Visconti. There the Emperor was able 


84. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, pp. 96-97; Thiriet, Régestes, Il (Paris, 
1959), no. 978, p. 10; cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3279, p. 86. See also 
Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 58-59 (20-21); Silberschmidt, 198. Appar- 
ently Manuel occupied himself during his stop in the Peloponnesus with 
further negotiations. For a deliberation of the Venetian Senate for March 26, 
1400, speaks of a projected alliance being discussed with the Genoese and 
the Hospitalers to guard Constantinople: Thiriet, no. 981, p. 10; see also 
below, pp. 204-205 and n. 5. 

85. Ducas, ed. Grecu, p. 85, ll. 17-19, ed. Bonn, p. 56, Il. 4-6, says: 
“Having left them behind in Methone [Modon] and having sent back the 
triremes [on which he had come from Constantinople?] he himself, in 
one of the great ships [of Venice?], sailed to Venice....” The Pseudo- 
Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 66, ed. Bonn, 62, says instead that Manuel 


left his wife in Sparta (Mistra) with his brother, This is probably a generali- * 


zation or a confusion of the apparent fact that Helena, with her children, 
proceeded to Mistra, where they took up their residence with Theodore, See 
Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 59 (21); in general, with inaccurate chro- 
nology, Muralt, p. 766, no. 14. 

86. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 97; according to his citation, the sum was 
assigned “pro honorando dominum Chiermanoli, imperatorem Constanti- 
nopolitanum.” Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 60 (22); Silberschmidt, 
197. It might be noted at this point that this form of Manuel’s name, or 
other forms like it, were commonly used in the West, especially during the 
Emperors journey there. They are, of course, simply corruptions of the 
Greek expression Kig (for xtgtog) Mavouri, or xvg°’Eppavoviios, 
or the like. 

87. Apparently one of the matters discussed, either during or after 
Manuel's stay in Venice, was a league involving various Levantine Christian 
powers, with Genoa and possibly Venice, directed against the Turks: see 
below, pp. 204-205 and n. 5. 
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174 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


side Paris on June 8, 1400, he. was met by a reception of the 
greatest possible splendor, which was personally presided over 
by the King himself. The French were enormously impressed by 
the noble appearance, the dignity, and the physical agility of the 
' fifty-year-old Emperor, who was then conducted to the quarters 
_ set aside for him in the old Louvre and féted royally. Lodged 
at French expense, Manuel rested. Soon he met with the King 
and the Royal Council, who were sympathetically disposed by 
the Emperor’s recital of his troubles and needs. Agreeing that 
Christian princes should aid one another against the infidel, the 
King and his advisers decided to provide Manuel with another 
force of 1,200 men, again paid for a year’s service and com- 
manded by Boucicaut.™ 

It was about at this point that Manuel penned the first of his 
series of letters written during his Western sojourn. We are in- 
deed fortunate in having these six letters preserved to us, for 
they reveal vividly the Emperor's feelings and expectations dur- 
ing his journey, at least in its early phases. The first of these sur- 
viving letters is addressed to Manuel Chrysoloras who, be it re- 
membered, was still in Italy at the time and had only recently 
seen his sovereign. The fairly brief communication suggests the 
breathless joy Manuel must have felt at the crest of his promising 
reception in Paris: 


Often have I wished to write to you. But the fact that I did not 
yet have such things to write by which you would be pleased held 
back my hand. For the route was troublesome, and the events along 
it were not particularly pleasant. And, in addition, there was the 
change of the language, which did not allow the contacts we wished 
with men who are quite admirable and quite desirous of pleasing me. 


91. Religieux de Saint-Denys, XXI, i, pp. 754ff., for the famous con- 
temporary description of his arrival and reception (translated below, p. 
397); and Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 65-69 (27-81); cf. Schlumberger, 
“Un Empereur,” 104-109 (16-22); also Berger de Xivrey, 99-100, 103; 
Jugie, 327-329; Mompherratos, Aini. év., 37-38; Delaville le Roulx, La 
France en Orient, 380-381; Muralt, p. 769, no, 44. As we shall see in-the 
letter translated below, p. 187 (see also n. 118), Manuel specifically states 
that Boucicaut was singled out for the command in preference to the king’s 
kinsmen. These princes of the blood had sought such an appointment pre- 
viously, in 1399 (see above, p. 156), but Boucicaut was obviously better 
qualified. Of Manuel’s arrival and residence in Paris, there are some possible 
Western artistic reflections: see Figures 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, and 16, and the 
notes on them in Appendix XXIII below. ‘ 
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But now that I am in France [Taddtia], my hand raced’ on of its 
own accord, and it hastens to reveal to you by letter what things 
could perhaps be ‘commnuicated better orally, for they surpass the 
limits of a letter. And while this hand has been aroused and now 
grasps at writing, yet, it then seemed that it would be attempting 
the unattainable if it wished to go over each detail. Many, indeed, 
are the favors that have come to me from the most illustrious king, 
and many from those in some way related to him by birth, and not a 
few also from all those in authority. All of which surely bears witness 
to their nobility of soul and love for us and an extensive kind of 
zeal for the Faith. But I wish to speak in brief: unless the customary 
envy of evil fortune should oppose, and unless some dreadful kind 
of unexpected obstacles should suddenly appear, there is great hope 
of my returning speedily to our homeland, for which, as I know, 
you on your part are praying, and against which on their side our 
enemies are praying.®” 


During this initial phase of Manuel’s residence in Paris, his 
hosts took every opportunity to entertain and honor him. He was 
showered with rich gifts and grants. He was included in the 
royal hunts and at the most lavish and elegant festivals or cele- 
brations of the court. All the while, his Greek customs and mode 
of worship fascinated the French.* But not all of Manuel’s time 
was spent on such diversions and trivia, for the Emperor did not 
limit his appeals to the countries in which he was staying at a 
given time. The purpose of his visit continued to be diplomatic. 
Although there survives to us no great body of diplomatic cor- 
respondence with various European princes from this period, we 
do have a series of such documents regarding relations with the’ 


92. Letter 1’, ed. Legrand, 50-51, fully translated here. French transla- 
tion by Berger de Xivrey, 102-103, reproduced by Schlumberger, “Un 
Empereur,” 111 (23), and partially by Delaville le Roulx, La France en 
Orient, 382, and Jugie, 329. Russian translation, complete, by Vasiliev, 
“PuteSestvie Manuila,” 70 (32). Vasiliev argues, pp. 70 and 71 (32, 33), that 
this letter was written between Manuel’s sympathetic hearing, with the 
agreement that rulers should help each other, and the specific decision to 
send a force for his aid. The distinction is perhaps hair-splitting, but it 
seems plausible. 

93. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 71-74 (33-36); who stresses the 
possible significance of the fact that Manuel was seated next to the Papal 
legate at a banquet in honor of the marriage of the son of Louis de Bourbon 
on June 24. See also Schlumberger, “Un Empereur,” 112-118 (24-29); 
Berger de Xivrey, 103-106; Mompherratos, Ati. év., 38-39; Muralt, p. 
769, no. 47, 
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that he could not accomplish. much more in France at that 
moment; for the late summer of 1400 had brought Manuel his 
first confrontation with reality in France. During August and 
September poor King Charles VI slipped into the first spell of his 
"insanity suffered during Manuel’s visit. As this spell lasted until 
_ the beginning of the following year, with only brief interruptions, 
‘the time seemed as propitious as any for the Emperor to move 
on to England. Therefore, in October of 1400, Manuel proceeded 
to Calais with Holt for the passage to England.?? 


The actual crossing of the Channel was not made until De. 


cember, presumably because of the Scottish situation. Manuel 
was welcomed at Canterbury on December 18, and on December 
21 another triumphant reception brought him to London, Lodged 
at royal expense, Manuel spent Christmas with the court, treated 
with great honor. Henry IV, on his throne only since September 
of 1399~and rid of his predecessor, Richard II, only since 
_ February of 1400—was eager to enhance his still shaky position 
with the prestige of his distinguished guest. Manuel was heard 
with the greatest sympathy, and Henry assured him strongly that 
. he would aid the Empire.’ 

After the apparent setback in France, this new encouragement 
filled Manuel with renewed delight. This spirit is amply reflected 
in the second of our letters from Manuel on his journey. Prob- 
ably written at the beginning of 1400, from’ London, it also is ad- 
dressed to Manuel Chrysoloras: 


I presume that you received the letter which conveyed my beautiful 
message to you; and that you then remained forthwith in suspense 
and expected a second to arrive after that, informing you that our 
good luck was continuing, and straightway then a third, yet much 
better than the second, and then another, better than all, and perhaps 
also longer and fuller, each of the newer ones always excelling their 
predecessors a bit. But then, perhaps even the contrary was not 


102. Ibid., 77-78 (39-40). 

103. Ibid., 260-262 (40-42); Schlumberger, “Un Empereur,” 118-121 
(29-32); Berger de Xivrey, 106 ££; Mompherratos, Aimh. év., 40-41; Dela- 
ville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 381-382; Luke, 768; Jugie, 329; Muralt, 
p. 794, no. 20. According to E. J. King, The Grand Priory of the Order of the 
Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England. A Short History (London, 
1924), 46-47, Manuel’s place of residence during his stay in England was 
the Hospitalers’ Priory at Clerkenwell, outside London. (This author, how- 
ever, seems to be unaware of the role of Prior Peter Holt in the visit. ) 
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unreasonable: for, after that first letter, you were to see not ‘many or 
long letters, but myself, their dispatcher, no longer consoling you with 
mere hopes, but gladdening you with the sight itself of the hoped-for - 
results. . 

But now that some time has passed and some others of my many 
letters have come to you from us, but without any mention whatso- 
ever of an army and of other aids by which the city is to be saved 
for us, I expect that you bear in your mouth the expression “Our 
treasures are ashes” [Lucian, Zeuxis, 2]. And, indeed, this probably 
was your reaction. But I on my part kept silent, not because I was 
deceived by my hopes, but because I was satisfied with what I 
had sent, and I was informing you by my silence that I had nothing 
new to say. This, then, was indeed the excuse for my silence. As to 
the excuse for the present letter, there are, to be sure, the many 
letters that have come to us from many quarters conveying extremely 
fine and optimistic messages. Most of all, however, there is the ruler 
with whom we are staying at present, the King of Britain the Great 
[Boettdévia 1 peyddn]—which is, as one may say, the second universe. 
He overflows with many merits and is bedecked with all kinds of 
virtues. Indeed, by those who do not see him he is marveled at in 
his fame; while to those who once behold him he brilliantly attests 
that fame cannot really be a goddess, inasmuch as she is not able 
to display the man in the greatness that actual experience presents. 

This man is at once most illustrious in form and most illustrious 
in judgment; at once with his might he astonishes all, and with his 
sagacity he wins himself friends; and he extends a hand to all, and 
himself furnishes every sort of assistance to those who are in need 
of aid. And now, following in his nature, he established a virtual 
haven for us in the midst of a twofold tempest—both of the season . 
and of fortune—in himself and in his gestures toward us who have 
come into his port. And he appears very pleasant in his conversations, 
gladdening us in all ways and honoring us as much as possible and 
loving us no less. And, while he has gone to excess in all his negotia- 
tions, he seems even to blush alittle, supposing himself, alone of all, 
to fall short of what is needed, so magnanimous is this man. So, if in 
observing a custom of letters it is necessary to compress my discourse, 
since this man is both worthy in begirinings and also worthy in com- 
pleting the course—even becoming better each day—and since he 
contends eagerly at all times to excel himself in the projects con- 
cerning us, he therefore appeared much more noble with respect to 
the completion, since he has put forth both a capstone to the problems 
and a rivaling with himself in them. For he furnishes us with a 
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Figure 10: The Royal Abbey of Saint-Denys, Paris, West Facade (photo 
courtesy Archives Photographiques, Caisse Nationale des Monuments His- 
toriques, Paris; see Appendix XXIV, C, 4). 
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a schismatic, but winning admiration among others for the King’s 
tolerance and zeal for encouraging understanding- and union 
between the Churches.™° aa 

Manuel’s hopes remained strong. Presumably he continued to 
press his case before the French court. He seems also to have 
joined in French diplomatic efforts during the summer of 1401 
to contact Timur and to spur on the Tartars against Bayazid.** 
We lnow, at any rate, that he continued his negotiations with 
other Christian powers. The surviving records of the negotiations 
indicate some degree of Manuel’s unabated hopes. 

To John I of Portugal Manuel sent out, on June 15, 1401, a 
gift of relics, accompanied by his solicitations.“? More interest- 
ing, however, is the opening of negotiations with the Avignonese 
Anti-Pope. But Benedict XIII, besieged in his palace by his op- 
ponents, could offer little concrete help when Vranas was allowed 
through the lines to confer with him in July of 1401. Neverthe- 
less, the beleaguered Pontiff was liberal in his promises of in- 
dulgences to those, in lands which recognized his authority 
(Aragon, Cyprus, Scotland, and Savoy), who would give aid. 
And he promised more attention to the matter when his own 
affairs should be more settled. 

A more specific indication of what progress Manuel must have 
thought he was making during early 1401 may be found in 
further negotiations with Aragon. Carrying out his promise of the 
previous year, Martin I settled down to a consideration of the de- 
tails of specific aid, presumably in consultation with Vranas. In 
a letter to Manuel of February 8, 1401, the King repeated his 


thanks for the relics sent him and promised to contribute six - 


armed galleys to the cooperative expedition—as soon as the con- 
tributions of the other Christian rulers were ready.*** Under the 


110. Religieux de Saint-Denys, XXI, vi, p. 774. Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie 
Manuila,” 275 (54); Berger de Xivrey, 110-111; Schlumberger, “Un. Empe- 
reur,” 124-125 (34-36); Jugie, 330; Mompherratos, Auk. év., 41-42; 
Muralt, p. 774, no. 26. 

111, For this, see Appendix XVII below. 

112. So says Vasiliev, “Pute8estvie Manuila,” 280-281 (60-61), follow- 
ing Hopf, Geschichte Griechenlands, 65; cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3284, 
pp. 87-88; but this assertion and the evidence for it have been questioned 
by Marinesco, “Du Nouveau,” pp. 425-426 and n. 1. 

113. Délger, Regesten, no. 3285, p. 88; Cirac Estopafian, La unién, 58-59; 
Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 281 (61); Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 518. 


114. Text, Rubié i Lluch, no. 664, p. 689; cf. Marinesco, “Du Nouveau,” 
426; Cirac Estopafian, La unidn, 56, 63-64. 
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I know that my progress gladdens you, since you are cordially dis- 
posed toward me. To be sure, this made even the son of Laertes to 
long for the smoke [ie. rising from his homeland: cf. Odyssey, I, 
57-59]. Wishing, then, to delight you in all ways, since I have already 
gladdéned you in your hopes on behalf of our race, I gladden you 
now’ also with this product of my hand. And in order that you may 
rejoice thrice over, know that my body is well, and that perhaps even 
my soul will at some time be in a good state, since you are indeed 
interceding on its behalf with Him Who died for those that are con- 
demned."” 


The next letter of the series, to Demetrius Chrysoloras, returns 
in even greater degree to the mood of enthusiasm and striking 
conviction regarding the projected expedition: 


Well, now, you are the fastest man from the starting gate, as they 
say, in the race to find the pretext for my silence up to now, and you 
are also competent to carry out the judgment that has been made 
against it. I assume, then, not only that you do not wish to bring a 
charge against me, but that you will speak what is required in my 
defense. And as proot of this is the fact that, often when you yourself 
. have written and have received no reply whatsoever from me, you 
vieither stopped writing thus nor indeed did you think it necessary 
to ask the reason for my silence. This would mean that you under- 
stand precisely the obstacle to my tongue and hand, even before you 
were to learn anything from me concerning these problems. This is 
by no means behavior for all men, but is seemly only for such men 
as you yourself are; for you are clever, and you know me, and you 
understand the times, and you are not entirely inexpérienced of these 
Western regions, and not entirely unknown to you is the matter of 


my critical circumstances, of which there is much discussion before 


those who are reviewing them. And if these things are so, and our 
good Demetrius displays a nature beyond mere skill, and if his 
sagacity of Nestor vanquishes the prophetic power of a Chalchas, as 
is probable, it is quite clear that he will understand that which im- 
pels me to write now, so that what I might say to him would be all 
but beside the point. But, even so, something gratifying will be said 


117. Letter uw’, ed. Legrand, 54, fully translated. Partial Russian trans- 
lation by Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 276 (56). But does the lukewarm 
tone of this short note, amid the enthusiasm of its predecessor and successor, 
suggest that at least it might be out of a strict chronological sequence? Or 
is it simply an example of the kind of short memo Manuel might have dashed 
off in an odd moment, suggesting a genuine lapse of time between 0’ and 


pa’? 
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to those who will be hearkening, inasmuch as it brings ‘tidings in 
which they will take pleasure. 

I know that your salvation required practical measures, not just 
promises. While having some very fine-sounding assurances, yet, being 
very fearful for the outcome—inasmuch as it requires so much time, 
in which many things could happen—these, my circumstances, I was 
making known to you by another’s hand through letters. But just 
now the matters at hand have been -advancing in accordance with 
my way of thinking, and, indeed, the ambassadors who have been 
sent everywhere have accomplished what we are praying for. The 
commander has been proclaimed—this is the Marshal, to my delight, in 
preference to many of those kinsmen of the King who were voted 
for *%—and he is now in charge of the operations. And nothing is 
lacking except to collect the forces that are being prepared for us 
by not a few sovereigns, in the place that has been designated for 
them; and to distribute the pay to the soldiers here, who are very 
free with their money when it is in hand, especially since the band 
which is to receive the pay is so eager that they would even con- 
cede their pay if someone would only give them just means for 
their arms. For these reasons, then, both my tongue and my hand, 
freed from my suspicion over our prospects as if from chains, forth- 
with move quickly, as you can imagine, to the tasks that they ~ 
have been eager to perform. And now, seeking delight for you, 
and at the same time discharging a debt for my previous silence, I 
have sent the present letter, the work at once of a hand unlearned 
and of a tongue more unlearned, but at the same time of someone 
beloved by you. As you rejoice, then, expect us swiftly, perhaps not 
long after the present letter itself. And you will see those who shall 
be beyond your hopes, at least by no means less, but who will be 
able to do that for which we come—if He Who is our Master, as we’ 
struggle on behalf of those for whom He Himself died, joins with us 
in our efforts. 


118. There seems no other way to explain Manuel’s word pavioxdhxos 
than by the word maréschal, as is the conclusion of Berger de Xivrey, 70-71, 
followed by Walter, 299. Indeed, the word as it stands in the manuscript 
could probably be emended with safety to read at least as uaoioxdAxoc. 
We have seen that the Maréschal Boucicaut had already been named as 
commander of the planned expedition, and the reference is uriquestionably 
to him. In this case, we have here apparently the only direct allusion to 
Boucicaut by Manuel in any of his writings. It is also interesting to note 
Manuel’s reference to this preference for Boucicaut, to his obvious pleasure, 
even before the King’s relatives, as the choice for this command: see above, 
n, 91. 

119. Letter ua’, ed. Legrand, 55-56, fully translated here. The Russian 
translation by Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 277 (57), is greatly abbreviated, 
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190 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


conclusion that, for all his promises and good will, Henry IV of 
England could not be relied upon for any real aid. To this effect, 
at least, he wrote to his nephew in Constantinople.:”* 
Mantiel was too perceptive a person to have persisted in his 
delusion too long. Exactly when the light of reality began to 
dawn upon him is not certain; nor can we know precisely how 
he reacted to the realization. One last letter of his series from 
Western Europe, notably brief, is a small exercise in obscurity 
that cannot be dated precisely as to its period of composition. 
All one can be sure of is the Emperor’s exhortation to his friend 
Manuel Pothos to encourage the waverers at home. And, at the 
same time, Pothos has plainly been urging Manuel to come home, 
something the Emperor is only too eager, if not also ready, to do. 
This emphasis on the idea of Manuel's returning is perhaps sig- 
nificant. Also significant, however, is not what the letter does say, 
but what it does not say: there is only the very vaguest mention 
of the aid that Manuel had been hoping and expecting to bring 
back with him almost immediately. This vague allusion might 
place it in the period when Manuel expected to return soon with 
his relief force. Yet, this relative silence and absence of con- 
fidence on the one subject which had been the sole and spec- 
tacular theme of all (save one, perhaps) of his other letters in the 
series, as well as this talk of returning, are perhaps reasonable 
grounds for suggesting that this last letter may possibly belong 
to at least the beginning of Manuel’s phase of disillusionment: 


Certainly the fine letter sent by you is enough to stir up one who 


is delaying [i.e. coming home]. But this is like inviting a Lydian into. 


a plain, as they say. Cease, now, such exhortation of those who are 
already speeding to do this, and take hold of the tasks that will be as 
a salvation in our troubles. But yet, I have made the same mistake 
as you, by goading you on to what you have already been doing. 
Nevertheless, I myself will add something on your behalf to your 
eagerness for my return—if it were indeed possible to add something 
that is itself pleasing both to me and at the same time to you and 
to the city. Play the man and become better than yourself, not only 
to do your own tasks better, but also to exhort the more sluggish to 
this, in order that our toil may be fruitful; and that you do not perish 


125. Délger, Regesten, no. 3289, p. 88, For more on this notice to John, 
see below, p. 213. Walter, 299, quotes a message sent by the English to 
Manuel which I presume to be a product of his own’ imagination. 


The Quest for Aid, 1394-1409 - QT 


needlessly while those who will be fighting on your behalf are before 
your very gates. May that not come to pass! 226 : 


Whatever other letters Manuel wrote in this later-phase of his 
sojourn in the West have not survived, although presumably he 
must have maintained at least some correspondence with his 
friends.’ It is difficult to imagine that any letters written in his 


126, Letter 8’, ed. Legrand, 56-57; Russian translation of a brief 
passage by Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 277 (57). The proverb 
“Avidv sic mediov [moocxaAstv]’’ has the meaning of inviting someone to 
do what he requires no invitation to do, what he most naturally does of his 
own accord. This proverb is used by Libanius, Epistle 617 (532); cf. also 
E. L. Leutsch and F. G. Schneiderwin, Corpus Paroemiographorum. grae- 
corum (Gottingen, 1839; reprint, 1965), I, pp. 191-192, n. 65. Manuel 
himself used this expression again in his Funeral Oration for His Brother 
Theodore, ed. Migne, 221B, ed. Lampros, p. 50, Il. 20-21. It has been com- 
monly claimed that Manuel’s extant letters from Western Europe were all . 
written in the early part of his visit, and that norie survive from this later 
period when he realized the hopelessness of his mission: thus, Vasiliev, ibid., 
and Hist. Byz. Emp., 634. But, on the basis of the arguments advanced 
above, there seems possible doubt about this claim, and I for one am inclined 
to think there is some likelihood that this Letter 1.8’ actually does date from 
this later period. It is, at any rate, the last of Manuel's letters which we can 
ascribe with certainty to his European sojourn. 

The next letter preserved in the manuscript order (y’) is simply a dis- 
course to Demetrius Chrysoloras, urging the latter to concentrate on his 
studies and to forget delusions of military glory: cf. Berger de Xivrey, 67. 
It is not impossible that this letter was written in Europe also, but there is 
no way of being positive. If it does belong to that period, it would be a good 
reflection of the Emperor’s attempts to take refuge from his disillusionment 
in his own literary distractions, 

Certainly the next letter, 8’, and those after it, were plainly written after 
Manuel had returned home. (Cf. Letter ue’, ed. Legrand, p. 64, Il. 68 ff.) . 
Tt is in this next letter (u8’), incidentally, that we have Manuel’s only 
remaining allusion, and a very general one, to his European joumey: ed. 
Legrand, p. 60, Il. 50-55. This letter is also a valuable reflection of Manuel’s 
state of mind on his return from the West, and the bulk of it, including the 
interesting allusion just mentioned, is translated below, pp. 403-405. 

127. It might be worth noting here, in the vein of Manuel’s exchanges of 
correspondence, a letter by Isidore, presumably the future Metropolitan of 
Kiev and Cardinal, It is addressed to a Byzantine of importance who had 
been visiting various Western European nations on important business and 
had been received with high honor. The surviving text, in the Vatican 
Library, does not name the addressee, and the consensus of scholarly opinion 
in the past has been that it was written to Manuel Chrysoloras around 
1408-10: cf. Mercati, Scritti dIsidoro il Cardinale ruteno e codici a lui 
appartenuti che si conservano nella Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (Studi 
e Testi, 46, Vatican City, 1926), 21-22. 

Recently Zakythinos, “Mavound B’ 6 ILakaoddyos xal Kagdtvaatos 
‘Totdmeog év ILetonovvijow,” Mélanges offerts d Octave et Melpo Merlier, 
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Manuel apparently accepted the suggestion—if not immedi- 
ately, at least within two months. For, in the spring of 1402, 
Manuel requested of Venice that she intercede, together with 
the ‘Genoese; with the French and English Kings on behalf of 
‘Manuel's pleas for aid; that Venice also provide six galleys to 
join others from Genoa in helping to defend Constantinople; and 
that Venice consider the question of his return by way of Modon. 
In a reply of May 8, 1402, the Senate was evasive. The Sapientes 
pointed out that Venice had already made such intercession once 
before with success (in 1899, leading to Boucicaut’s expedition), 
but could have no effect before the rulers of England and Ger- 
many; while Manuel and the Genoese were themselves in a bet- 
ter position now before the French King than was Venice, whose 
activity would only be superfluous. The Senate also refused to 
send any further forces to Constantinople, in view of the needs 
of the Venetians own Levantine holdings; but, the Senate added, 
sf the French King and the Genoese should advance any definite 
Ses aid, Venice would make some further contribution as well. 
"Finally, as to Manuel’s projected return voyage, the Senate 
“aimed of the plague in the area of Modon. On May 20, the 
~ Senate further decided that, because of the plague, the Emperor 
should proceed not by way of Modon, but by way of Corfu. 
In the light of such haggling and discouragements, Manuel 
-geems to have abandoned any ideas of returning home at this 
point. But these documents do demonstrate clearly that he was 
e ready to accept the Venetian suggestions and to consider 
going back to Constantinople, empty-handed or not, if any 
‘critical developments seemed to make this return necessary. 
In the second place, we know that Manuel continued to press 
his negotiations for aid from various Western sources. It is cer- 
tainly natural to assume that, by this time, Manuel had become 
disillusioned, or at least skeptical of all the promises and hopes 
which had initially made him so exultant. But, regardless of what 





3. quit 





139. Ierga, Notes et extraits, Il, 118; Thiriet, Régestes, Il, no. 1055, p. 27. 
Cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3288, p. 88; also, Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 
284 (64), who suggests that the reference to the Genoese position vis-a-vis 
‘France was 2 sarcastic allusion to the submission of Venice’s old rival to 
French suzerainty, of which the Venetians disapproved and were suspicious. 
- What is really interesting is Manuel's plea for intercession with the French 
- court. Had Manuel’s standing there deteriorated so, as his visit wore on, that 
needed such intercession on his behalf? 


_ he really 


Figures 11 & 12: Seal on One of Manuel’s Chrysobulls (to Pope Benedict 
XIII), Obverse and Reverse. Cathedral of Palma, Majorca (photo courtesy 
Museos de Arte, Barcelona; see Appendix XXIV, A, II, 1). 


realities Manuel may have realized, and regardless of what his 
personal feelings may now have become, Manuel did not change 
his official policy. Indeed, as we shall see, Manuel never really 
did abandon his official policy of the quest for aid at any time 
hereafter, in spite of various circumstances. And certainly at this 
time Manuel had little choice but to stay on in the West as long 
as he could, until his efforts brought some result. The record 
clearly shows, therefore, that Manuel, at least outwardly, never 
fully gave up hope of winning some kind of assistance, even in 
the latter phase of his second sojourn in Paris. 

A number of testimonies to this continued activity survive to 
us. In spite of his obligations to the Roman Pope, Boniface IX, 
Manuel maintained contact with the Anti-Pope Benedict XIII, 
for what little it was worth. On June 20, 1402, in Paris, Manuel 
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issued a chrysobull for the Avignonese Pontiff, certifying a relic 
he was sending to him, with renewed hope for his aid.*** Benedict 
seems to have made some small efforts to encourage help for 
Manuél.*** And, still anxious to explore any possibilities for seem- 
ing. assistance, Manuel renewed his appeals to Venice. But the 
Venetians persisted in their unwillingness to commit themselves. 
On July 6, 1402, the Sapientes responded again that it was useless 
for them to intervene on his behalf with the French King, since 
the latter had already promised aid to the Byzantines. Further, 
they added, the Venetian expenses to help “the Christians of 
Romania” had already been so heavy that Venice would con- 
tribute more—once again the standard qualification, so familiar 
by now—only if France and Genoa would make some genuine 
effort of their own.™ 

Thus, on through this phase of disillusionment and seeming 
hopelessness, Manuel continued to the bitter end to hope and to 
work for some sort of help from the Latin powers. Certainly, 
Manuel must have looked upon remaining in Paris, not as an 


133, Délger, Regesten, no. 3290, pp. 88-89. The parallel Latin and Greek 

texts have been published by Marinesco, “Du Nouveau,” 427-430; and also 
by Cirac Estopafian, “Ein Chrysobulles des Kaisers Manuel II Palaiologos 
(1391-1425) fiir den Gegenpapst Bennedikt XDI (1394-1417/23) vom 20. 
Juni 1402,” Byz. Zeitschr., 44 (1951), 89-93, with full commentary (and 
facsimile); and included again in his La unién, 100-101 (with Spanish 
translation, 101-102); for comments on this embassy, ibid., 59, 62-63: for 
comments on the document itself, 90-91, 95, 97-99, and 108-109. The 
beautiful seal of this document is reproduced as Figures 11 and 12. 

134. Marinesco, “Du Nouveau,” 430. 

135. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 119; Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1063, p. 29; 
cf, Délger, Regesten, no. 3291, p. 89; and Vasiliev, “Putegestvie Manuila,” 
285 (65). Apparently Manuel had also had some requests sent to Venice 
through an embassy of Boucicaut’s, which was bound for there; for, on the 
preceding day, July 5, 1402, the Senate took note of the Genoese embassy’s 
request for the dispatch of three Venetian galleys to the “partes Romanie” 
and for the arming of three more galleys “pro conducendo ad ipsas partes 
dominum imperatorem.” But these requests were countered by another 
complaint about the Venetian burden of expenses in this sphere, and the 
Senate would agree only to replacing its two galleys in “Romania” (at Con- 
stantinople?) with two others: text, Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 
Il, Piéces justicatives, no, 24, pp. 97-98. M.-M. Alexandrescu-Dersca, on 
p. 19 of her background material in La Campagne de Timur en Anatolie 
(1402) (Bucharest, 1942), converts this request into one by John VII. But 
this is plainly wrong, for in this context the “dominum imperatorem” is surely 
Manuel, still in the West. 


The Quest for Aid, 1394-1402 SS JF 409 


abandonment of his country, but.rather as a kind of ‘dogged 
staying at his post in his own way. cone. 

Yet, it must have seemed a depressing task as the summer of 
1402 drew nigh. Manuel had ceased to impress the French, who 
had come to regard him as a kind of permanent fixture; and so we 
hear little of him in French sources during this second sojourn in 
Paris.*** More crucial, judging from his appeals for the interces- ' 
sion of Venice, the demoralized French court apparently all but 
forgot him. Yet, while there seemed little to be gained for the 
moment, there is no telling how long Manuel would have re- 
mained in Paris, or at least in the West in general, if he had not 
been called back in the late summer of 1402 by the news of a 
sudden and dramatic event that altered his entire outlook. 

But even that remarkable event, the Battle of Ancyra, could 
not alter one basic fact: in its own turn, tlie quest for aid had 
failed. Manuel’s original policy, appeasement of and collabora- 
tion with the Turks, the relic of his father’s government, had 
been proved worse than useless by 1394. But Manuel’s alterna- 
tive, his policy of resistance on the basis of hoped-for support 
and aid from the Latin West, seemed no more effective, even 
when implemented to the ultimate degree by Manuel’s barely 
precedented and remarkable journey of personal diplomacy. This 
failure, certainly not his own fault, did not prevent Manuel from 
maintaining at least the essence of this policy hereafter; as we 
shall see. But, as we shall also see, he must have been aware to 
some extent that his quest for aid was fundamentally. doomed 
to disappointment. 

136. Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 275 (55); id., Hist. Byz. Emp., 
634; for more on Manuel’s second residence in Paris, see Schlumberger, “Un 


Empereur,” 128-130 (38-40); Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient (1), 
382-383. ‘ 
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Bayazid may well have been-willing to come to a temporary or 
quasi settlement with John at this juncture because of other 
distractions or because he fully expected that he could bend 

John to his wishes—perhaps even to the point of making him yield 

the coveted city. On the other hand, Bayazid may simply have 
. taken this opportunity to extort whatever he pleased on the basis 
-of his commanding position. Whatever the circumstances, how- 
ever, it seems readily plain that the blockade was maintained, 
to one extent or another. 

That the Turkish threat was as grave as ever, regardless of any 
possible concessions to Bayazid, is. clearly indicated by an im- 
portant Patriarchal document of this time. Written to the Metro- 
politan of Kiev by the Patriarch Matthaios, it sets forth vividly a 
complete picture of the situation at the end of 1899: 


Most sanctified Metropolitan of Kiev and of all Russia, in the Holy 
Spirit most beloved brother of Our Moderacy, and fellow minister: 
grace and peace from God be unto Your Sanctity. Your Sanctity knows 
that our most mighty and holy Autokrator, the lord Manuel, and Our 
Moderacy, wrote and dispatched emissaries some time previously to 
Your: Sanctity and to our most noble son, the most glorious great 
King of all Russia, and the remaining kings, in order that, according 
as you aided us with what contributions you sent a little time pre- 
viously—since that proved to be an encouragement for the city and 
aid for the Christians and for the Great Church—you might thus 
again send some of your own and some of the joint contributions of 
other Christians and might aid us, who are under the constraint of 
the blockade and the struggle with the enemies besetting us. 

But now, some considerable time after the departure of those 
emissaries from here, with support and aid of Him Who puts all at 
peace, Christ our God, the holy Basileis made peace with each other 
and united just as father and son. Nature acknowledges itself, and 
no more is there dissension in them, neither contentiousness nor 
struggle. And on his part the holy Basileus, the lord Manuel, departed 
to the regions of France [Ggayyia] for aid and military alliancé for 
the city and the Christians. And in his turn, meanwhile, the holy 
Basileus, the lord John, his nephew, returned here from Selymbria 
with the most mighty and holy Despoina, his mother, and all his 


and, indeed, in view of John’s background (cf. above, p. 75, n. 200), and 
in view of the city’s desperate situation, it would seem superfluous and 
unlikely. Muralt, Essai de chronographie byzantine, pp. 761-762, no. 8, and 
p. 762, nos. 3 and 4, has made a complete mess (dated 1398) out of the 
Greek sources for John’s establishment in Constantinople. 
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magnates [&oyovtes], and he received the realm from the hands of 
our most mighty and holy Autokrator, his uncle, and ‘is sovereign 
and Basileus of the Christians, by grace of God. And he has undertaken ~ 
the struggle against the unbelievers and attends to all matters con- 
cerning the guarding and safety of the city and of the Christians. 
Lest ever these matter be heard of in your country otherwise than 
as they transpired here, it seemed good to us that, both through our 
trusty agents and through our letter, we inform you of all the things 
that have happened. We were therefore intending to dispatch a letter 
bearer with a view merely to confirming the facts, for we have neither 
other reports nor information besides what we wrote to you through 
our emissaries who preceded. But, for your greater honor, we chose 
and dispatched as emissary the most sanctified Archbishop of Beth- 
lehem, a most beloved brother in the Holy Spirit and fellow minister 
of Our Moderacy, as one well-known in your region and a friend of 
Your Sanctity, that he himself may collaborate as much as possible 
in order that our emissaries who were dispatched previously may 
ascertain if God granted anything and if it has been gathered to- 
gether for the sake of the Christians; and that he may also be joined 
with them, and that they may bear it here posthaste, since we are in 
great need. For this, our enemy and opponent, hearing of the union 
of the holy Basileis, and that our most mighty and holy Basileus, the 
lord Manuel, is arming himself from the regions of France for the 
sake of guarding the city, rages and arouses himself against us. 
Accordingly, we have need of a subsidy and of many expenditures 
for our guarding, even much more now than previously. And, while 
we indeed hope for many and great things also from those regions, 
yet, to be sure, we do not wish Your Sanctity as well to be without 
some share in this noble enterprise, to the end that you may have the 
prayers of the Holy Fathers. O most beloved brother, if indeed you 
ever exerted yourself, as a man who loves the Romans, exert yourself 
now and instruct and recommend counsel to all that they should do 
according as we suggest and require. And assure them that giving 
for the sake of guarding the holy city is better than liturgies and alms 
to the poor and ransoming captives; and that he who is doing this 
will find a better reward before God than him who has raised up a 
church and a monastery or than him who has dedicated offerings to 
them. For, this same holy city is the pride, the bulwark, the sancti- 
fying, and the glory of the Christians everywhere in the inhabited 
world. How many monasteries could one found or how many cap- 
tives could one ransom that would be equal to the monasteries of the 
city or to the inhabitants within itP He is the founder and ransomer 
of all of these who would be guided by God and would make alms 
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a veal) to the Turkish messengers that, if our information is 
reliable, reflects the highest honor on them: “Withdraw, report 
to your lord: we are in poverty and there is no great power 
whereunto we may flee, except to God Who aids the powerless 
‘and Who overpowers the powerful. So if you wish anything, do 
dee 
. Whether or not Bayazid responded to this reported defiance 
with any attempts at actual storming of the city is not known. 
But certainly his pressure must have increased. On April 28, 1401, 
the Venetian Senate took special pains to have one of its com- 
manders appear before John VII and assure him of Venetian 
support.’ But, on August 10, the Senate took notice of the fact 
that its commander had been prevented from carrying out this 
order as a result of the operations of a Turkish fleet from Gal- 
lipoli. In view of this situation, the Senate took steps to send aid 
to Constantinople, especially since it appeared by now that 
Manuel was at last going to receive from the Kings of France 
and England the aid he had been seeking.*° 

Manuel was indeed still hoping during the summer of 1401 
that the promised expedition would be launched, as we have 


seen. But, as the Emperor’s absence lengthened and as the 


hoped-for aid did not come, the situation in Constantinople grew 
worse. In spite of the fact that Bayazid was obliged to turn his 
attention after a while to the growing threat posed by the aggres- 
sions of Timur, the pressure on the city grew increasingly harsh. 
Famine and despair gripped it. Many of its citizens were pushed 
to the extreme of slipping out of the city by night by lowering 
themselves over the walls and surrendering to the Turks.” 


8. Ducas, ed. Grecu, p. 89, ll. 17-20, ed. Bonn, p. 59, Il. 11-15; cf. Pears, 
138. It is interesting, if perhaps not necessarily significant, that Ducas gives 
this response not as that of John VII himself, to whom the ultimatum had 
specifically been directed, but as that of the Greeks in general, or their leaders. 

9. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 109-110; Thiriet, Régestes, Il, no. 1015, p.18. 

10. Thiriet, Régestes, If, no. 1023, pp. 19-20. 

ll. Livre des faits, I, xxxiv, p. 607; cf. Gibbons, The Rise of the Ottoman 
Empire, 343; Alexandrescu-Dersca, 16-17. Ducas, ed. Grecu, p. 91, Il. 23-28, 
ed. Bonn, p. 61, Il. 11-19, inserts into the midst of his account of Bayazid’s 
reaction to Timur’s invasion a passage which would seem more relevant 
simply to the general picture of the sufferings within Constantinople: “And 
with the Basileus the poor Citizens, raising their hands to God, were beseech- 
ing with many tears, saying, ‘O God and Lord of compassion, pity us, Thy 
helpless servants, and grant to this threat against us and to this, Thy house, 
and the holy things therein, Thy solicitude, care, and consideration; so that, 


The Turkish. Time of Troubles, 1399-1413 - 207 


Chateaumorand’s small garrison did what it could:to ease the 
situation by keeping guard on the defenses and even by sallying 
forth beyond the walls for some small raiding and plundering.’ 
But such sorties were of little real value in the face of the total 
threat, and even Chateaumorand’s force itself was not entirely 


free from privation.”* 


In the circumstances, it is not surprising that spirits wavered 
and suspicions flourished. There was talk of secret bargains with 


the Turks.* The Patriarch Matthaios himself was accused of 
clandestine negotiations with the enemy to preserve his position, 
if not to betray the city as well. In answer to such allegations and 
in view of current conditions, the Patriarch had drawn up for 
him a special exhortation which is of great interest. While it un- 
doubiedly leans heavily on the familiar theme of tribulation as 
punishment for sins, it nevertheless suggests the degree to which 
popular morale (if not also morals) had deteriorated under the 
grinding hardship and disruption of the siege. 


having become free of this tyrant, we may glorify Thee, the Father and Son 
and Holy Spirit, Who is One God through the ages, Amen, >” The Byzantines 
had not forgotten that time after time, especially in recent years, their city had 
been spared capture—by divine intervention, as they confidently presumed. 

12. Livre des faits, I, xxxiv, p. 607; cf, Schlumberger, “Chateaumorand,” 
305-312; Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 385-386. During his stay 
in Constantinople, Chateaumorand seems to have been delegated some sort 
of responsibility in the government of Pera. For we have a document of 
May 23, 1402, in which Chateaumorand is included among others nominated 
by Boucicaut—who was by then the French Governor of Genoa—as a syndic 
of the colony: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 65-66. 

13. Schlumberger, “Chateaumorand,” 307-308, who cites some notarial 
documents. Cf. Zakythinos, Crise monétaire, 110. : 
14. Note in this connection the report of the Anonymous Narrative 
(Atyynotc) on the supposedly miraculous delivery of the city, ed. P. Gautier, 
“Un Récit inédit,” Rev. des ét. byz., 23 (1965), p. 108, 1. 34 to p. 110, 1. 10, 
that “the inhabitants of Constantinople,” in the hopes of obtaining better 
terms from Bayazid now that Timur was menacing him, “sent to him 
as an embassy some of their. distinguished men” (xéuxovotv att@ 
mecobeiav &vdeacg tHv maga omic évddEwv). Since the author of this 
hyperbolic text never mentions John VII and is deliberately vague on 
points of fact, it is dificult to conclude from his wording if he refers to an 
official “embassy” sent by the Byzantine government or to an informal dele- 
gation sent by private individuals. Thus, it is possible that this reference 
may reflect something of the embassy of late summer 1401, discussed below, 
or another similar diplomatic move. On the other hand, this text’s emphasis 
on the abject helplessness of the Byzantines and their lack of any bargaining 
position might discount that possibility and suggest rather an earlier plea, 
perhaps of the sort, clandestine or otherwise, that the Patriarch mentions in 

the document to be considered next. 
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xii, 27], and he says this to a.small number of the faithful. If 
this is so, therefore, he who gives over to the unbelievers this great 
city, in which are bound up the confidence and the hopes of all 
Christians, not only those still free, but those also who by God’s con- 
-“Gession have been drawn down into slavery; and which city is a 
veritable head and source and root of the faith of us Christians—he, 
then, who wishes to betray this city is very clearly all but zealous to 
betray Christ Himself. And he betrays it most clearly who at once 
furnishes encouragement to the unbelievers that they will seize it 
by his seeking his own safety from them, and who at the same time 
furnishes utter despair to his fellow citizens. And thus, I clearly 
hold such conduct as betrayal of the city; so that, a short while ago, 
I pronounced once, twice, and thrice a burden of fearful excom- 
nounication against the envoys who were sent, should they ever make 
such demands which could be absolutely ruinous to the city. 

How much harm, then, is going to be produced hereafter when 

such talk is sown in the souls of those who are hearkening that they 
have as their own bishop and leader a traitor and not a shepherd? And 
how much harm for me, were I admitting such a charge by my 
silence? 
_ I therefore speak, and I utter a curse on myself that, if I have 
- indeed ever made any such an attempt, or if my thinking ever took 
this form, or if, indeed, I dispatched anyone to the Emir on account 
of these things, or if I entrusted someone already there with arranging 
a security from the unbeliever for me, I may be banished from the 
communion of Christ in the coming age; which would be to me the 
most grievous of all distressing penalties. 

But if certain men have unjustly and slanderously fabricated these 
charges against me—either for my injury or for ruin of the Church 
of Christ—Our Moderacy pronounces against them the most grievous, 
horrible, continuous, and unpardonable excommunication from the 
Holy and Life-Giving and indivisible Trinity, which neither a priest nor 
a bishop, neither a confessor nor a patriarch, will have license to par- 
don, unless they, coming before Our Moderacy, whom they falsely. 
accused, confess this in full, adding also for what reason they contrived 
such things. 


And I expect all of you, most beloved children in the Lord, to. 


repent and to withdraw from these wicked deeds and pursuits, and 
to cleanse out with confession and tears the uncleanness that has been 
entering into our souls, and thus, to summon our mankind-loving 
God to mercy. Indeed, come hither all, O brothers: let us fall down 
and Jet us weep in the presence of the Lord Who made us. Let us 
establish a common mourning, every age and nature, every class and 
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every occupation. Let us gain our own souls with compassions and 
mercies for beggars. With mercy let us obtain mercy. Let us remove 
from us the just wrath of God. Let us wish to see Him, even as He 
has become angry, so also as he has become reconciled. Let us purify 
ourselves from all pollution of flesh and spirit. Let us be merciful to 
ourselves. Let us imitate the great goodness of God, Who “maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain alike to 
all, the just and the unjust.” [Matthew; v, 45] Let us become worthy, 
compassionate, merciful, because our Father is merciful to the un- 
grateful and wicked. Let us be humble in the presence of the Lord; 
for “the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” [Psalm li, 17] Let us approach 
His presence with confession. Thus may.we show proof of both the 
correction and the care for our souls.15 


As serious as would be any possible accusations against the 
Patriarch, even more serious would be any suspicions against 
John VII. In the long run, as we shall see, any such suspicions 
would have been correct, to a degree. 

The preceding document speaks of no less than three embassies 
that were sent to Bayazid. Plainly, some sort of contact was main- 
tained with the Emir, though for what purposes is not fully clear. 
We do have specific evidence of one particular embassy, al- 
though it was probably later than any to which the Patriarch 
referred. Apparently there was hope for a while that, in the face 
of Timur’s onslaughts, Bayazid might be constrained to make 


15. Text, Miklosich and Miiller, II, no, 626, pp. 463-467, fully translated 
here; the division into paragraphs is entirely my own. Cf. Schlumberger, 
“Chateaumorand,” 308-309; Muralt, p. 777, no. 52. See also Hunger, “Das . 
Testament des Patriarchen Matthaios I. (1397-1410),” Byz. Zeitschr., 51 
(1958), 291. The document bears no ‘specific date, but its reference to the 
year as being the fourth of the incumbency of Matthaios (who ascended 
the Patriarchal throne in November of 1397) enables us to place the docu- 
ment with reasonable certainty in the year 1401. This estimate, of course, 
renders valuable also the reference to the duration of the siege up to that 
time as having been six years: see Appendix X below. The style of the text 
is much more self-consciously literary and elegant than is customary with 
these documents. This quality is perhaps explained by the superscription of | 
the document, indicating that it was drafted for the Patriarch by the Protek- 
dikos (Chief Justice) Eugenikos. (This individual is also mentioned in 
another Patriarchal document: Miklosich and Miiller, II, no. 678, pp. 556- 
558.) For another interesting and even more extreme example of this kind 
of homiletic “for our sins” self-reproaching, see L. Oeconomos, “L’état 
intellectuel et moral des Byzantins vers le milieu du XIV® siécle d’aprés 
une page de Joseph Bryennios,” Mélanges Ch. Diehl, I (Paris, 1930), 
225-233. 
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g14 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


at least let your royal clemency deem it good to expend support and 
succor and to contribute some men-at-arms and money, in such por- 
tion that the said city may be able to be preserved from the aforesaid 
dangets and -incursions of enemies, until the large and more fully 
_appointed provision is made by your Majesty together with the other 
Christian Kings and Princes. Because, if—may it be avoided!—the 
‘said city would be let slip from the hands of the Christians, which 
city may be called the House of God, it would lead to damage and 
disgrace of the whole faith of the Christians, and it is to be feared 
that the name of Jesus Christ would be abolished and lost from these 
regions of the East. 

Moreover, renowned King, because warm praise is due the upright, 
we neither ought nor are able to pass over in silence those who are 
distinguished by deeds of bravery and who cease not daily to perform 
praiseworthy acts; especially when some of your excellent men, so- 
journing in the defense of this city, are deservedly to be extolled for 
their deeds with worthy praises. For this reason, since their good 
deeds have been interposed, we pay tribute to you by rendering most 
worthy gestures of thanks, since they contributed expert and intrepid 
attention to full defense of this city from enemies, and to our ad- 
vantage and honor, striving as the best of men, while nothing was 
omitted which has any bearing upon the good and secure state of us 
and of our said city and of its citizens. Truly, it is nothing new of 
most illustrious England to produce such fruit. 

May your renowned royal Highness prosper and increase your de- 
signs in what you wish, happily, for a very long time. 

Given in the Constantinopolitan city, in the year from the Nativity 
of the Lord the One Thousandth Four Hundredth second, on the 
first day of June.17 


John had been given a task of the utmost difficulty, and he had 
discharged it fairly. As the months of 1402 drew on, it probably 
seemed as if the task was really hopeless. In spite of his distrac- 
tions with Timur, Bayazid had by no means loosened his hold on 
Constantinople. Oppressed in all ways, the city could not endure 
much more on its own. The hoped-for foreign aid had not ma- 
terialized, and Manuel’s prospects as he bided his time in Paris 
could hardly have appeared bright at this juncture. In these cir- 
cumstances it is perhaps not fitting to judge John very harshly 


17. Délger, Regesten, no. 3198, p. 74. The full text and source of this 
document, with a discussion of its contents, may be found in Appendix XVII 
below. : 
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The Turkish. Time of Troubles, 1399-1413 Do. DiS 


for concluding that he had no choice but to come to terms with 
Bayazid at last. 

There can be no doubt that John VII made an agreement to’ 
surrender Constantinople to the Emir when the latter had ended 
his conflict with the invading Timur.’* And, indeed, a delegation 
of Byzantine nobles is reported to have been on its way to the 
Emir in Asia, bearing the keys to the city.2® The surrender was 
never to be effected, however, thanks to one of the most dramatic 
strokes of fate in late Byzantine history. 

Bayazid had seemed to be at the peak of his dazzling career. 
It appeared to be only a matter of time before he achieved the 
great triumph of winning the Queen of Cities itself, thereby ful- 
filling the Turkish destiny as heir of the Byzantine Empire. But 


18. Clavijo, ed. Lépez Estrada, 28 (cf. ed. Sreznevskii, 40; trans. Le 
Strange, 52): “The old emperor [Manuel] being in Francia, the young 
emperor [John] had an agreement when Morat [i.e., Bayazid] and Tamur- 
beque wished to come together in their battle, that if the Turk conquered 
Tamurbeque, to surrender to the Turk the city of Constantinople, and to 
become his tributary.” Since Clavijo’s sources of information on John VII 
were not only fairly reliable but also friendly, it seems likely that such a state- 
ment, in a sense somewhat unfavorable to John, is indeed correct, especially 
since we have apparent confirmation of it (see next note). Délger, Regesten, 
has no entry on this point. Alexandrescu-Dersca, whose presentation of events 
of this period seems very confused chronologically, claims (p. 17) to find 
confirmation for this agreement by John VII in the Patriarchal letter to the 
Metropolitan of Kiev, which is translated above, pp. 202-204. But that docu- 
ment was almost surely written at the beginning of John’s regency, whereas 
the promise to Bayazid was made in all likelihood much later, closer to the 
showdown between the Turk and the Tartar at Ancyra. More to the point, 
moreover, the text itself contains nothing to support her claim, as the reader 
may see. The important question, however, is the meaning of the apparently 
focal element in Clavijo’s statement of the impending battle. Is, Clavijo 
exaggerating by seeming to make Bayazid’s victory in the battle a condition 
of the surrender? In view of the other statements by Clavijo and other 
evidence, is it possible that John was engaged in an effort to play Bayazid 
and Timur one against another? Or, on the other hand, was the implication 
simply that Bayazid could attend to the city once he was freed of the pre- 
occupation of dealing with Timur? The entire question of John’s stance is 
further complicated by the problem of his relations with Timur. For further 
discussion of these matters, see Appendix XVIII below. 

19. Chron. Vat. gr. 162, no. 18, p. 210; Il. 82-84: “And those in the City 
being famished, the people fled. And certain of the leaders took the keys of 
the City and carried them into Kotyaiios to the Sultan, to surrender the City.” 
This obviously independent source thus gives important confirmation of the 
essence of Clavijo’s statement (see preceding note) on John’s agreement with 
Bayazid. Indeed, it might perhaps indicate that the Byzantines fully expected 
Bayazid to win his clash with Timur. Délger takes no notice of this source 
statement in his Regesten. 
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idea was in vain. Once the fleeing Turkish forces crowded to the 
crossing, the Genoese, joined ultimately by the Greeks and the 
Venetians themselves, aided in ferrying the shattered army across 
the Straits,’ > 
- “Perhaps a partial explanation for the lack of any coordinated 
policy among the Christians at this point was a fear on their part 
that the terrible Timur, after his astonishing victory, might then 
contemplate hostilities against Europe—a fear heightened by 
Timur’s brutal wresting of Smyrna from the Hospitalers in De- 
cember of 1402. But actually the whirlwind was to depart even 
more quickly than it had appeared. In early 1403, Timur began 
his homeward march, on which the once mighty Bayazid was to 
die, a humiliated captive. Timur reached Samarkand that spring, 
and there he was to die himself two years later.*® 

In the meantime, John VII was left in an awkward and exposed 
position. The sweeping change of outlook brought by the prostra- 
tion of Bayazid was, as John himself must have understood 
plainly, more than he could cope with on his own. His experience, 
his strength, and his authority were inadequate to the task now 
facing whoever must guide the Empire through the new crisis. 
There could be no doubt that the situation required Manuel's 
presence once more. Presumably in agreement with the allies, 
Chateaumorand was dispatched to France to give a personal re- 
port of the state of affairs and, doubtless, also to speed Manuel 


25. Sanuto, 791, and, at greater length, 796, where an eyewitness account 
is given. According to this account, the Venetians were at first ready to 
cooperate in barring the passage. Cf. Gibbons, 261; Alexandrescu-Dersca, 
83-84; Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, p. 390 and n. 2. The Byzan- 
tines themselves may have intended originally to fulfill a promise to Timur 
to block the Straits, for the Chron. Barb. 111, 40, speaks of “Roman” ships 
on guard there. According to Clavijo, ed. Lépez Estrada, 94, ed. Sreznevskii, 
147, trans. Le Strange, 136, after the Genoese and Greeks had aided the 
Turks to cross to Europe on their ships, in violation of an agreement by 
them with him, Timur regarded the Greeks as treacherous and hostile, and 
thereafter mistreated Christians in general out of anger for this; cf. Gibbons, 
261. But apparently there was at least some abuse of this job of transport, 


for there was some pillaging and even enslaving of some of the Turkish refu- - 


gees, at least by the Genoese, if not by others, as is reflected in a Genoese 
document published by Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 74-75, and even more in 
the account of Ibn Arabshah, 185-186, aad 

96. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkdé, I, 147-158, ed. Bonn, 158-168; Ducas, 
ed. Grecu, 99-111, ed. Bonn, 68-78. Cf. Alexandrescu-Dersca, 85 .; Ham- 
mer, I, 316-338, trans. Hellert, 96-124; Gibbons, 257-260; Pears, 146-147; 
Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 395. : 
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homeward. For the time being, John would manage’ ag best he 
could amid the treacherous currents. With the help of at least 
one illness—of either the genuine or the diplomatic variety—he 
tried to stall for time.?’ 
Chateaumorand probably left early in August, and after a 
swift journey he reached Paris some time during the following 
month.** Reports and rumors of the momentous events had al- 
ready reached Manuel and the French,” but the valiant soldier 
was able to give a more full and official report. There was no 


27. In the letter cited above in n. 24, Giovanni Commaro relates (Sanuto, 
795C; Alexandrescu-Dersca, 127) that in early September the Emperor was 
confined to his bed and was paying no attention to affairs of state. Out of 
this, Berger de Xivrey, 121-122, had developed the theory that John, to 
gain time, had pretended that Manuel had retuned but was indisposed. 
But the Emperor referred to was incontestably John, not Manuel; Berger de 
Xivrey’s groundless elaboration is rightly discarded by Alexandrescu-Dersca, 
p. 127, n. 7. Not that some other writers are any less confused about Manuel’s 
presence in Constantinople at this time. Thanks to such source confusions 
as Chalcocondyles’ apparent statement (ed. Darké, I, 90, ed. Bonn, 96-97) 
that Manuel returned home before the Battle of Ancyra, and to the misin- 
terpretations of modern writers, a number of historians have been regrettably 
misled. Pears, 112, seems to accept this incorrect placement of Manuel's 
return as before Ancyra; Runciman, The Fall of Constantinople, 1453, 13, 
is the most recent perpetuator of the error; while Stacton, The World on the 
Last Day, 116 (=“Dereksen,” 122), is ambiguous on this point. Muralt, 
p. 780, no. 23, p. 781, no. 1, and p. 782, no. 5, followed by Gibbons, 259- 
260, avoid this specific mistake, but they are quite wrong in affording Manuel 
a speedy enough return to enable the Emperor to be on hand for Timur’s 
orders and alarums. 

28. The exact dates of Chateaumorand’s journey are not known. Schlum- 
berger, “Chateaumorand,” 312, logically suggests August as the month of 
departure; and, in all likelihood, it was not very long after the battle. Cha- 
teaumorand’s absence from Constantinople is reflected in a document of 
Pera of October 28, 1402: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 66. Not that this refer- 
ence tells us much, for actually Chateaumorand had long been in France by 
that time. Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, cites (I, p. 396, n. 1) 
and then publishes (IJ, pp. 76-77; also published by Schlumberger, 
“Chateaumorand,” 314) parts of an inventory of the Duc de Berry listing 
relics from Constantinople given him by Chateaumorand in September of 
1402. Hence we can presume his arrival in that month. Cf. Vasiliev, 
“PuteSestvie vizantiiskago imperatora Manuila Palaeologa po zapadnoi 
Evrope (1399-1403),” 286 (66). We are not told whether or not the sol- 
diers whom Boucicaut left in Constantinople returned with Chateaumorand, 
but it is likely, especially in view of his rapid journey, that they remained * 
behind until later: see below, n. 69. 

29. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 286-287 (66-67); cf. Berger de 
Xivrey, 112-113; Schlumberger, “Un Empereur de Byzance 4 Paris et 
Londres,” 132-133 (42-43). 
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mediate disputes between Genoa.and Venice: the Venetians ex- 
pressed their thanks, but pointed out haughtily that Venice was 
strong enough to maintain its rights.** 

These latter two points are of great significance, for they allow 
us to see plainly that Manuel was busy formulating a policy to 
fit the new circumstances. His offer of mediation was no gesture 
of mere courtesy. It was rather intimately linked with the pro- 
posal to enable discussion of his Empire's situation with the 
Venetians and the Genoese together in Genoa. Manuel’s western 
journey may have made him skeptical about Latin promises of 
aid, but such an enlightenment did not by any means end his 
quest for that aid. On the contrary, Manuel had. prompily seen in 
the blow that Ancyra had dealt to the Turks a great opportunity 
and the best reason for working the harder for a strong alliance 
against the unbelievers. He realized that the keystone of any 
such alliance must be the joint and active participation of both 
Venice and Genoa, reconciled and no longer wasting their ener- 
gies fighting each other. Hence, his desire to effect their full rec- 
onciliation and to engage them quickly in discussions. 

No factor other than Manuel’s interest and efforts in this vein 
of continuing the quest for aid could explain satisfactorily the 
length of time that Manuel spent in Italy on his return trip. It 
is particularly important to bear this fact in mind at this point, 
for, after his ceremonious departure from Genoa on February 10, 
1408, we have no precise information as to Manuel's route or 
whereabouts during the thirty-two-day interval: before his next 
documented stop, in Venice. It has been suggested with good 
likelihood, however, that he made his delayed progress to the 
Lagoon City by way of Florence and Ferrara. And, as a possible 
reason for this southward inclination, it has been supposed that 
in the former city the Emperor met and. conferred with Pope 
Boniface IX.8’ Meanwhile, as Manuel was making his leisurely 
way to Venice, the Senate, on February 12, 1408, began dis- 
cussing measures to receive him and to transport him home.* 

Unfortunately for Manuel, momentous steps were being taken 


36. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 131; Délger, Regesten, no.- 3293, p. 89; 
the summary by Thiriet, Régestes, II, no, 1092, p. 35, is quite inadequate. 
Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 292 (72). 

37, On this problem, see Appendix XIX below. 

38. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 131; this deliberation has been overlooked 
by Thiriet. Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 295 (75). 
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in his absence and, perhaps also, to some degree, in his ignorance. 
The immediate problem centered about the importunities of one 
of Bayazid’s sons and successors, Suleyman Celebi, who had 
taken over control of the European section of the Turkish lands. 
Anxious to secure his position, the Turkish prince eagerly sought 
from the outset to cultivate good relations with the once all-but- 
conquered Byzantines. This eagerness had been demonstrated 
vividly when, on December 7, 1402, the Venetian Senate heard 
an emissary sent by Suleyman. Part of the reason for the embassy 
was the wooing of the Venetians with promises of commercial 
concessions. But the bulk of Suleyman’s communication con- 
cerned Manuel. The prince asked Venice to urge Manuel to 
return to Constantinople immediately, since, the prince insisted, 
he wished “to be his son and not to depart from his [Manuel’s] 
will, not doubting that they will be rightly in concord. . . .” The 
Venetians replied that Manuel was on his way home at that mo- 
ment and that these matters would be discussed with him upon 
his arrival in Venice. For the present, with an allusion to their 
suspicions of John VII, they noted “that they may be able at once 
to be in concord and to hinder those things which are begun by 
his nephew and the Genoese,” as they had already informed 
Manuel.” 
Ever eager to stabilize the Levant and then to exploit it for 
their commercial advantage, the Venetians were naturally anx- 
ious to pursue these possibilities. A deliberation of February 26, 
1408, reveals that Manuel was in continual contact with the 
Venetians and was discussing his plans with them. It is interest-. 
ing to note the relative weight given to the successive aspects of 
his intentions as revealed to the Senate. Manuel’s greatest concern 


39. Partial text and summary, lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 125-126; cf. 
Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1038, p. 33; see Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 
289 (69). Suleyman had been in contact with Venice at least once before, 
for on August 19, 1400, the Senate considered with pleasure the overtures 
of Suleyman (called Zalapi, a name which they used hereafter regularly to 
designate this particular prince, or gelebi), then governor of a small princi- 
pate from the old city of Ephesus (then called Theologo or Altoluogo). He 
asked for friendship and cooperation between himself and the Serenissima. 
As early as this date Venice foresaw the possibility of a struggle for power 
among the sons of Bayazid after his death, and were anxious to be in a good 
position if it should come. Summaries of this deliberation in Iorga, Notes et 
extraits, I, 102, and Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 988, p. 12; cf. Alexandrescu- 
Dersca, 24-25. 
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John VII must have taken’a.certain satisfaction in being a 
party to such terms. In the first place, it obviously brought great 
relief to be able to see Byzantium not only freed from the crush- 
ing amd nearly disastrous situation before Ancyra, but now ac- 
tually in a very favorable and influential position in relation to 
the Turks. In addition, John must have relished specifically the 
restoration of Thessalonica to the Empire, which would pave the 
way for the fulfillment of the projected final settlement with his 
uncle when Manuel returned. But the implications of this treaty 
went much further, and in such light Manuel himself would 
have to evaluate it. 

Manuel's own bearing with regard to this treaty is an enigma. 
In view of his apparently frequent, if not regular, contact with 
affairs at home, it is not impossible that Manuel was aware of the 
negotiations being conducted with Suleyman. On the other hand, 


asssumes that it was Manuel who was the Byzantine party to it, after John 
had left Constantinople; and he states that John VII is not mentioned in the 
treaty. And, since then, Délger, Regesten, no. 3201, p. 75, though recog- 
nizing Jokn VII's involvement with the treaty, still dates it June 3, 1403. 
Meanwhile, at least two scholars have run afoul of Délger’s example. 
Khoury, “L’Empereur Manuel IJ,” 141, appears to follow Délger’s chro- 
nology, for he implies that the treaty post-dates Manuel’s return to Con- 
stantinople, and he states that it was Manuel who signed this agreement 
with Suleyman, which was certainly not the case. More recently, Wirth, 
“Zum Geschichtsbild Kaiser Johannes’ VII. Palaiologos,” 594-596, and 600, 
has restated and reformulated the arguments for John VII, not Manuel, as 
the Emperor involved with the treaty; but in spite of his correction of Délger 
on that point he needlessly handicaps himself by retaining Délger’s dating 
of the treaty. : 

On John’s role, there is no question: “lo gran imperador Caloiani, impera- 
dor de Griesi” is stated at the outset as the Byzantine party to the pact. As 
for the date, the June 3 confusion is perhaps the result of Iorga’s edition of 
the text. The treaty text itself, as we have it, contains no date. In the Thomas 
collection, the text is placed between documents specifically dated April 22, 
1403, and July 24, 1403; but this seems entirely arbitrary, unjustified by any 
citational evidence provided; at least Thomas labels our text itself with no 
more than “A.d. 1403.” Iorga on the other hand, labels his edition with the 
date “before [tnainte de] 3 June 1403”; and for this estimate he refers (both 
here and in his Geschichte, I, p. 329, n. 4) to C. Hopf’s Geschichte der Insel 
Andros (without page citation), which I have been unable to locate, but 
apparently involving evidence dealing with the Lord of Andros as another 
party to the treaty, 

Ironically, it is Iorga himself who has provided the best resolution of the 
problem of defining how much “before 3 June 1403” the treaty should be 
placed. Previous discussions at least having come to agree on the year 1403 
in general (see those by Heyd, p. 268, n. 1; and Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 
p. 58, n. 3), Iorga was the one who alone has taken note of a decisively 
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the only allusion we have by Manuel to any dealings’ whatso- 
ever with the Turks at this time comes in the noncOmmittal and 
seemingly casual reference of February 25, discussed above, to 
meeting ambassadors of Suleyman in the Morea—an allusion 
which indicates that Venice had informed him at least of Suley- 
man’s overtures, but which, of itself, suggests no specific aware- 
ness of the treaty negotiations then being completed. Could the. 
Venetians have suppressed all news or denied the Emperor full 
information on these negotiations until later? This is not incon- 
ceivable, although the silence of available sources gives no real 
clue. We cannot even be certain as to when Manuel did hear 
about it. But it is entirely possible that it was only when 
Manuel reached Venice—after the treaty had been signed—that 
he received at last any full, perhaps his first, information on these 
negotiations and their important outcome. . 

In March of 1408 the final preparations were made for Man- 


important Genoese expense notice, which he published in his Notes et 
extraits, I, pp. 58-59: “Item, die xx? Februarii [1403] pro Lavignino de 
Murta, notario, et socio, scribis Curie Peyre, et sunt pro eorum labore et 
mercede, per eos passis, tam in scribendo et extrahando instrumentum pacis 
inite inter Serenissimum imperatorem et Commune nostrum cum liga, ex 
una parte, et illustre dominum Mosorman Jhalabi, Turchorum dominum in 
Grecia, ex alia, etc.” The date of the entry is the date of the expense reim- 
bursement and not necessarily of the occasion on which it was incurred, but 
it does give us a terminus ante quem that is incontestable, and totally elimi- 
nates the need for any further use of the June 3 date, either “on” or merely 
“before.” Needless to say, the “Mosorman Jhalabi” of the entry is simply 
one of the many variants of the name “Musulman Zalapi,” or other such 
corruptions by which Suleyman Celebi was known to Westerners. ; 

Since the foregoing was written, and as this book went to press, a new 
article appeared by Father Dennis, “The Byzantine-Turkish Treaty of 1403,” 
Orientalia Christiana Periodica, 33 (1967), 72-88. Father Dennis has nothing 
to say (corresponding to my own ideas) about Manuel’s subsequent attitude 
towards this treaty, but he does agree with my view that Manuel knew 
nothing about it when it was being concluded, and he presents a position 
and extensive comments which I find fully in agreement with my own. In 
addition, he is able to offer fuller documentation, not only reprinting the 
treaty’s Italian text (with detailed English synopsis), but also publishing 
some Venetian material bearing on the involvement of Pietro Zeno of Andros 
in the negotiations and signing—which latter occurred, he makes clear, at 
Gallipoli. This Dennis article is now, therefore, the fullest and most up-to- 
date establishment of this transaction’s history and chronology, rendering my 
own foregoing discussion somewhat superfluous. Also newly available, more- 
over, are the general comments on the situation of the Balkan Christian 
powers after Bayazid’s fall in Wemer’s Die Geburt einer Grossmacht, 
213-218. 
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As a result, the whole arrangement had to be worked out all 
over again. The Senate began anew, on March 11, by allotting 
two galleys for the voyage of Manuel,** who only reached Venice 
later.that month. Presumably after Manuel’s arrival, however, 
there developed the idea of killing two birds with one stone, by 
combining Manuel's voyage, at least as far as the Peloponnesus, 
with Suriano’s mission to the Turkish princes. After his selection 
for this mission on March 24, Suriano had been busying himself 
with preparations. On April 5 he was assigned a priest for his 
entourage.** And on April 9 the Senate drew up Suriano’s in- 
structions. The ambassador is to sail in a squadron of three gal- 
leys commanded by Leonardo Mocenigo, and with him at the 
same time will go Manuel. Suriano is to be taken to Gallipoli to 
seek Suleyman, with whom he will discuss confirmation and ob- 
servation of the terms of the recently negotiated treaty. Suriano 
is then to try to meet likewise with the son of Bayazid ruling in 
Brusa (Isa or Mechmed?), if this is possible. From there he will 
go to Constantinople to negotiate with the Emperor. Presumably 
Manuel will be installed in the city by then. The ambassador is 
to offer felicitations to the Emperor, discuss the long-deferred 
treaty renewal, and press for the payment, at least in part, of the 
Byzantine debt of 17,168 hyperpyra to Venice. But the shrewd 
Venetians, foreseeing the possibility that John VII might refuse 
to yield the throne and might then still be. in possession of it, 
provided alternate instructions. If Manuel’s nephew has main- 
tained himself in Constantinople, Suriano is to negotiate no less 
courteously with him. John is to be informed of Venice’s sympathy 
and friendship for him and his realm, and that the Venetian 
transportation of Manuel had not implied any specific hostility 
toward John’s regime. The Venetian squadron is not to inter- 
vene in any dispute between John and Manuel; while the latter 
may be allowed the presence of the Venetian ships at his dis- 
posal for no more than eight days.* 


54. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 133; cf. Vasiliev, “Pute8estvie Manuila,” 
298 (78). 

55. lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 134; cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 
299 (79). 

56. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 136-137 (date incomplete); Thiriet, 
Régestes, II, no. 1107, p. 38; cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 299-300 
(79-80). As to Venetian speculations on John VII’s intentions, note the 
apparent contacts of John with Venice in April of 1403, cited by Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3200, p. 74. 
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Once these interesting instructions were given, the arrange- 
ments for the joint departure of Manuel and Suriano, with their 


respective followings, were doubtless brought to swift comple- 


tion. Within a few days, loaded with gifts and with at least out- 
ward signs of honor, Manuel sailed from Venice in Mocenigo’s 


-squadron. With Manuel was Manuel Chrysoloras, who had 


joined the Emperor's train at some point in the latter’s travels 
through northern Italy, and who was now accompanying his 
sovereign on the homeward trip.*” We do not know the specific 
date of departure, but by April 18 or 14 Manuel had sailed by 
Ragusa. Originally, this Dalmatian Coast republic had made 
great plans to welcome the Imperial party during a projected stop 
there. But, as it happened, no such stop was made there at all. 
Within a few days the squadron reached Modon. There the Em- 
peror was welcomed by his wife and children,** who had ap- 
parently been apprised of his coming. After this reunion with 
the family he had not seen for just a little more than three years, 
Manuel moved to take up the task of rejoining his own people 
and looking to their needs. The most immediate problems were 
in the Morea itself, and to the Byzantine Despotate Manuel 
therefore turned his attention first. From Modon the Venetians 
conveyed Manuel, his family, and his retinue to Vasilipotamo.” 


57. Cammelli, I dotti... Manuele Crisolora, 128 ff.; Thomson, “Manuel 
Chrysoloras and the Italian Renaissance,” 80, Apparently during the follow- 
ing summer the Italian humanist Guarino followed Chrysoloras to Constan- 
tinople to become his disciple: Cammelli, 131 ff. For some recent comments 
on the relations between the great Greek scholar and his Italian pupil, see 


M. Baxandall, “Guarino, Pisanello and Manuel Chrysoloras,” Journal of the . 


Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, 28 (1965), 183-204. 

58. On Manuel’s departure from Venice, see Ducas, ed. Grecu, 85, ed. 
Bonn, 56; also Sanuto, 780-790. Not even the latter gives any exact date, 
but, for some unstated reason, Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 300 (80), 
sets April 5 as the terminus post quem. Obviously, however, it must have 
been after April 9, in view of the Senate’s deliberation of that date. On the 
projected stop at Ragusa, the relevant documents were first made available, 
with a full commentary by M. A. Andreeva, “Zur Reise Manuels II Palaio- 
logos nach Westeuropa,” Byz. Zeitschr., 34 (1934), 37-47, and 351. This 
episode gives us a very valuable chronological guide. For, although Andreeva 
(see p. 47) accepts Vasiliev’s date of April 5, the indication of bypassing 
Ragusa on April 13 or 14 suggests the necessity of a later-date for Manuel’s 
departure from Venice. 

59. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 85; Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 300 (80). 
Among the children was apparently a new son, Andronicus, whom Manuel 
had not seen until then: see Appendix XV below. 

60. Vasilipotamo, or Vasilopotamo, which is another name for the River 
Eurotas, was apparently also a landing on the mouth of that river on the 
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Meanwhile, to the Venetians Manuel's homeward voyage must 
have come to seem a poor investment for them. Their prime in- 
terest, was their Levantine commerce, And their concern was 
therefore to do their best to safeguard such interests. The prac- 
tical Venetians had probably been willing to fmance Manuel’s 
-trip on the assumption that his speedy return to his realm and 
his resumption of the reins of government would help to hasten 

a settling of the situation in the East after the disruption of 
Ancyra. But Venice seems to have taken a dim view of Manuel's 
desire to tarry in the Peloponnesus over affairs there, and the 
Serenissima apparently grew impatient as that sojowm drew on. 
On May 2, 1403, the Senate issued a directive to Suriano, who 
was apparently waiting in the Morea while Manuel was occupied 
there. The ambassador was ordered to proceed with his mission 
to the Turkish princes in order to secure the needed treaty rati- 
fications, lest the Venetian interests suffer from such delays. And 
special attention was given to making clear that Suriano’s associa- 
tion with the transporting of Manuel did not imply Venetian 
_ favor in any possible struggle impending between John VIZ and 
~ This uncle.** 


as possible evidence that Manuel met with an embassy from Suleyman while 
in the Peloponnesus, agreed on the union then, and brought the girl home 
with him from there, Unfortunately, as discussed below (see n. 88 and n. 
142), it seems more likely that such a marriage occurred in 1409 or later, 
and, if Manuel ever brought the girl to Constantinople himself, it may well 
have been from his visit to the Morea in 1408, not in 1403. Nevertheless, 
despite the absence of concrete evidence, we may not be overly incorrect in 
continuing to suggest the possibility that Manuel met with Turkish repre- 
sentatives in the Morea at this time. : 

64. lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 138; Thiriet, Régestes, UW, no. 1111, p. 39. 
Cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 301 (81), who interprets the last clause 
as meaning that the Venetians wished to avoid appearing to favor Manuel 
in opposition to the Turks, lest it jeopardize their treaty with the latter. 
But this seems incorrect, both in terms of what the document seems to be 
saying (as far as Iorga’s and, now, Thiriet’s summaries reveal), and also in 
the context of the treaty, to which Venice was a party as a member of the 
league with Byzantium. We have evidence of Suriano’s activity later on in 
this same month in an entry in an expense account of Pera for May 18, 1403: 
“Expensis in communitate cum ambasator Venetorum [Suriano?], in pannis 
de Florentia xiiij et de Janua, pro vestibus quinque exeniatis in dicta amba- 
sata, tam prefacto domino Criihi, quam aliis ex suis...” (Iorga, Notes et 
extraits, I, 61). “Dominus Criihi,” as we shall note below (n. 82), was a 
corrupted Western name for Mechmed. Suriano was then on his way to see 
Mechmed, who by this time had apparently overcome his brother in Anatolia 
(see below, p. 248). 
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In these circumstances, Manuel's preparations for the final leg 
of his homeward journey, to Constantinople itself, might well 


have lapsed into an unpalatable round of acrimonious haggling © 


in the usual Venetian fashion were it not for the timely arrival 
of someone by now an old hand at coming in the nick of time to 


help Manuel. Boucicaut’s Genoese expedition to Cyprus passed. 


by Modon, and when it sighted that post the gallant Frenchman 
was ready for a fight if the Venetians should be puguaciously in- 
clined. Fortunately, good sense was exercised by Carlo Zeno, 
whose squadron was at Modon, and Boucicaut was instead wel- 
comed cordially.* 

Going ashore, the Governor of Genoa, was met by ambassadors 
from Manuel. The Emperor had heard of Boucicaut’s coming and 
had sent the fervent request that the latter not depart without 
seeing him. Manuel was still in the Morea, twenty miles inland, 
the message continued, and, if Boucicaut would wait, the Em- 
peror would come to him. Highly flattered, Boucicaut moved 
quickly to meet Manuel more than halfway. Taking with him 
Chateaumorand, who had joined him by this time, Boucicaut 
took a ship to Vasilipotamo, where he awaited Manuel. Hearing 
of the Emperor's approach, Boucicaut went out and met the Em- 
peror and his family. There was an exchange of cordialities, and 
then Manuel proceeded to the point by requesting that Boucicaut 
provide him with transportation to Constantinople. Boucicaut 
forthwith ordered four galleys to be set aside for this purpose, 
under the well-advised command of Chateaumorand, and prom- 
ised to escort the Emperor as far as he could himself.** 

This was a shrewd move on Manuel’s part. It not only pro- 
vided an irresistible opportunity for Boucicaut to embarrass the 


- Venetians—a not unpalatable prospect for him, we may be sure— 


but it was also an ideal way to eliminate any difficulties with the 
Venetians themselves over transportation. In the latter respect 
the move worked splendidly. The Venetians suddenly discovered 
their obligation to the Emperor. Carlo Zeno, who had been 
grudgingly authorized to provide no more than three galleys for 


65. Livre des faits, Il, xii, pp. 622-623; it is interesting to note that the 
Vita Caroli Zeni virtually ignores this incident. See also Delaville le Roulx, 
‘s France en Orient, I, 424; Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 301-302 

81-82). 

66. Livre des faits, II, xiii, p. 623; cf. Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 

302 (82); Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, I, 425-426. 
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absence of more than three and one half years, Manuel's long 
journey was ended, and he was once again in his capital. 

On his return, Manuel faced two major problems. The most 
immediate one was the final settlement with his nephew, John 
' VIL, who had quite literally been “holding the fort” all this time— 
_ and, from outward appearances, fairly well at that. This settlement 
‘could be a serious problem. After all, John was no mere deputy 
or appointee left behind as regent. He was Emperor in his own 
right, bearing the title and rank of Basileus by virtue of both 
a fully legal hereditary claim and a coronation at one time or 
another. Although his reign in Constantinople from December of 
1899 to June of 1408 was theoretically at Manuel's sufferance, it 
was nonetheless a legitimate reign as Basileus, in which capacity 
John issued, if not his own chrysobulls, at least his own coinage.” 


month is correct is borne out by a number of important Pera expense account 
entries published by Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 62. One, for June 15, 1403, 
speaks of expenses for one man, “patrono unius bregantini armati pro eundo 
obviam dominum imperatorem.” Another, for June 23, mentions reimburse- 
ment for another individual, “pro armamento cujusdam fuste, pro obviam 
dominum imperatorem....” A note for the same date indicates the trip by 
John ‘VII to Gallipoli to welcome his uncle, by referring to expenses by cer- 
tain persons “quando fuerunt missi cum domino imperatore Calojane super 
galeam usque Galipolim, ubi tunc existebat dominus imperator Chir Manoli. 
. . 2 See also Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” p. 303 (83) and n. 4. In fact, 
however, a more specific and, apparently, more reliable date for Manuel’s 
return seems now to be supplied in a statement by one of the members of 
the Emperor’s train, Metropolitan Makarios of Ancyra, that Constantinople 
was reached on June 9. This statement has been quoted by P. Gautier, in his 
article, “Action de graces de Démétrius Chrysoloras pour J’anniversaire de la 
bataille d’Ankara (28 juillet 1403),” Rev. d. ét. byz., 19 (1961), 345-346; 
cf. Khoury, p. 140 and n. 37. The disparities between this date and those of 
the Genoese accounts present no real problem, since such entries were often 
dated at the time of reimbursement, not of the expenses themselves. 

Another entry for June 15 reflects the presence of Chateaumorand, in 
speaking of money for one man, “pro conduci facere galeotam unam, domino 
Chatemorantis donatam per dominum imperatorem, videlicet Constantino- 
poli, in Peyram. . . .” Chateaumorand eventually rejoined Boucicaut at Rhodes 
(Livre des faits, IIL, xiv, p. 624; cf. Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 
I, 427-428) after he had gathered some ships. Though we have no specific 
evidence, it is possible that it was at this time that the French garrison left 
by Boucicaut in 1399 was removed from Constantinople: see n. 28 above. 
On this mission Chateaumorand probably tarried a while in Pera, for another 
expense entry, for August 15, 1403, speaks of expenses made “pro domine 
Johanne de Castromorandi” (lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 63). 

70. We have no actual chrysobulls by John VII from this time. We do 
have a few coins, although the problem of his coinage is a controversial one. 
There is at least one authentic coin, a silver one, of John himself. This was 
published by H. Goodacre, “Notes on Some Rare Byzantine Coins,” Numis- 
matic Chronicle, V, 11 (1931), 156, Although its reverse bears an image 
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In view of his previous conduct, John might well have broken 
his agreement and might have tried to hold onto the throne of 
Constantinople, as the Venetians very shrewdly thought he’ 
would. But evidently John made no attempt to resist the return of 
Manuel, and the exchange of rulers seems to have been com- 
pletely peaceful. That this should have been the case has in- 
teresting implications. Perhaps, after his three and one-half trying 
years in Constantinople, John had had enough of the capital— 
perhaps also vice versa—and was quite content, if not eager, to 
relinquish its burdensome responsibilities. The terms of a final 
settlement had been agreed in advance, and the return of Thes- 
salonica to the Empire by the recent treaty with Suleyman had 
made fulfillment of that settlement a matter of nothing but the 
last formalities. John had lived up to his part of the bargain: all 
that was necessary was for Manuel to do likewise. 

But Manuel did not. Exactly what were his motives or reasons 
are difficult to determine fully. On the surface it would seem 
like base betrayal, inconsistent with what we know of Manuel’s 
character. There are two possible reasons, however. The one 
given in our source is that Manuel was angry with John for havy- 
ing agreed to surrender the city to Bayazid.” This is not im- 


identified as Saint Demetrius, the Patron Saint of Thessalonica, Goodacre 
assigns this coin to the period of 1399-140(2) regency; cf. the same writer's 
A Handbook of the Coinage of the Byzantine Empire (London, 1957), 350. 
Another apparently authentic coin of John VII is more obviously from this 
period. A bronze, it bears the image of Manuel II on the obverse, and on 
the reverse it shows John VII and Manuel’s Empress Helena, according to the 
accepted identifications. On this coin, see W. Wroth, Catalogue of the Impe- 
rial Byzantine Coins in the British Museum, Vol. II (London, 1908; reprint, . 
1966), 369, who rejects the idea that “the John represented may possibly be 
John VIII the son of Manuel II,” and who ascribes it definitely to John VII's 
regency; cf. Goodacre, Handbook, 349. A specimen of this coin: was pub- 
lished by Bertelé, “Monete bizantini inedite o rare,” Zeitschrift fiir Numis- 
matik, 36 (1926), 1-36. A total of six other coins of similar types have been 
ascribed to John VII by T. Gerasimov, “Edna medna moneta Joan VII Paleo- 
log (1400-1403)” (“Monnaies de cuivre de Jean VII Paléologue”), Izvestija 
Arkheologicheskaia Institut, Bulgarska Akademija na Naukite, 20 (1955), 
585-586; and in “Les Monnaies de Jean VII Paléologue (1400-1408),” 
Byzantinoslavica, 17 (1956), 114-119. But Délger and Laurent respectively 
(in Byz. Zeitschr., 49 [1956], 539) have questioned Gerasimov’s ascriptions 
and suggest that these coins should rather be assigned to John VIII, Manuel’s 
son and successor. 

71. After describing John’s agreement with Bayazid, Clavijo (ed. Lépez 
Estrada, 28; cf. ed. Sreznevskii, 40, trans. Le Strange, 52) relates: “For 
the which [i.e. John’s agreement] the old emperor, when he had returned to 
Constantinople, over what his nephew had agreed was very angry with him, 
and he ordered him that he never more appear before him, and that he 
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to be sure, we hear no more of popular clamor for John here- 
after. On the other hand, this absence of popular reaction might 
also indicate that John’s ouster was effected either by stealth or 
by. deception. But we cannot determine clearly from our present 
‘evidence whether John’s expulsion was managed. by trickery or 
. by force.” 

- -Manuel must certainly have realized, however, that the matter 
could not end here. Either after or instead of going to Lemnos, 
to which he had been sent, the angry John made his way to his 
father-in-law, Francesco IJ Gattilusio of Lesbos. Together, about 
the middle of September, they set out with a flotilla of two gal- 


73. Ducas (ed. Grecu, p. 111, ll. 14-16, ed. Bonn, p. 78, Il. 138-16) says: 
“And his nephew withdrew from the rudder of the realm, and he was sent 
to the island of Lemnos; and Manuel was acclaimed as sole Basileus by the 
palace and the populace,” This statement seems to make clear that Manuel’s 
return to the throne was peaceful and popularly acceptable. But the verb 
néunetat is not strong enough to indicate how forcible John’s dispatch to 
Lemnos may have been. It apparently provided the basis for the assumption 
by Vasiliev, “Pute3estvie Manuila,” 303 (83), and Délger, “Johannes VIZ,” 
33, that John was first sent to Lemnos to await the next step, and that only 
thereafter was it made clear that he would not be given Thessalonica as 
_ promised. This is certainly a reasonable possibility: although Délger is incor- 
rect in his statement that Thessalonica was restored to the Byzantines only 
after John had been sent to Lemnos. Moreover, such a possibility might be 
supported also by the clear sequence of events to be noted in the passage 
by Clavijo translated in n. 71: Manuel returned and was angry; Manuel 
banished John; Manuel “gave him” (“didle”) Lemnos (for his realm d la 
Napoleon as “King of Elba”?); Manuel deprived him (“quitéd le”) of 
“Saloni.” If this sequence reflects literally the actual chronology, John may 
have been banished first, and may even have accepted it, only later to realize 
that he was not to receive the expected appanage. Walter, 305, makes the 
ingenious but entirely unfounded suggestion that Manuel banished John, 
with reproaches, to Lemnos at the very time the latter met his uncle at 
Gallipoli. But this writer's entire understanding of these events warrants 
little trust. Konstantin the Philosopher, ed. Jagié, 279-280, ed. and trans. 
Braun, 22, speaks only in general terms of John’s obedient relinquishing of 
the throne and departure to his realm in Thessalonica after it was restored 
by Suleyman: cf. Stanojevié, “Die Biographie Stefan Lazarevi¢s von Kon- 
stantin dem philosophen als Geschichtsquelle,” 430. 

The exact date of John’s departure from Constantinople, in whatever 
fashion, is not known. Significantly, we have no less than four references in 
Peraiote expense accounts of this period to gifts (“exenia’”) of various things 
made to John VII: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 56 (June 26, 1403), 65 
(June 28), 63 (July 19), and 64 (July 27). These various dates, of course, 
are not reliable or consistent enough to pin-point the end of John’s presence 
in Constantinople or its area. Such gifts from the Genoese to John were not 
unique either. There is record of another presentation to him on January 28, 
1403: ibid,, 59. 
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leys and five galliots to try to seize Thessalonica by force or, at 
least, to make a demonstration before it. At the same time, they 
sent a message to Boucicaut who, after his expedition to Cyprus, 
had moved on to make a move against the Muslim stronghold of 
Alexandretta in Syria. John reminded Boucicaut that the latter 
had been a witness to the sworn agreement that uncle and 
nephew had made. He requested that Boucicaut, when he left 
Alexandretta, join Gattilusio and himself at Lemnos, where they 
would await him, so that they could then all go on to seize 
Thessalonica. An answer from Boucicaut soon reached Mitylene, 
although its contents are not recorded. But its tenor must have 
been negative, for Boucicaut was too busy to have any truck 
with such a scheme.” 

Of any actual attack by John and Gattilusio on Thessalonica 
we have no knowledge, and in all likelihood it never took place; 
for in less than a month a settlement had been reached. Exactly 
why is not clear. Perhaps Manuel allowed his wrath to cool. 
Perhaps the threat of the proposed attack on Thessalonica had 
something to do with it. Probably Manuel realized that a fulfill- 


74, Clavijo, ed. Lopez Estrada, 27 and 28, ed. Sreznevskii, 39 and 40-41, 
trans, Le Strange, 51 and 52-53 (which last is again marred by a confusion 
between “escalime,” Lemnos, and “metalin,” Mitylene). Clavijo arrived in 
Mitylene in early October, shortly before which John and his father-in-law 
had left on their expedition. Clavijo left on October 6, 1403, at which time 
the message from Boucicaut Had just come but was not yet revealed. But 
the Castilian heard news that Boucicaut had already sailed from Syria for 
an unknown destination. Actually, Boucicaut had started back toward Genoa, 
but ran into trouble off Modon, where he fought a battle with a Venetian 
fleet on October 7, 1403. For a full presentation of this story, see Delaville | 
le Roulx, La France en Orient, I, 428-457. Miller, “The Gattilusij of Lesbos,” 
415-416 (322-323), and Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 33, in their respective 
accounts make the assertion that John and his father-in-law actually made an 
attack on Thessalonica, “early in 1403,” or “zu Anfang des J, 1403,” which 
is violently inconsistent not only with the facts but, in Délger’s case, with 
his own narrative (since he states that the treaty which returned Thessa- 
lonica to Manuel was not negotiated until June of 1403, an incorrect state- 
ment in itself). Both scholars err also in stating that Clavijo met John VI 
personally on Lesbos: the Castilian himself says that John and Gattilusio 
were away on their expedition when he’ touched at the island. The latest 
discussion of the perplexing events and chronology of this 1403 episode, by 
Wirth in his “Zum Geschichtsbild Kaiser Johannes’ VII. Palaiologos,” 596- 
597, and 600, is compromised in my outlook by commitment to the untenable 
datings of the 1403 treaty to June 3 and Manuel’s return to September, and, 
more generally, by a2 somewhat fragmented approach to the problems of 
and sources for the history of John VII in his nonetheless laudable efforts 
to bring Délger’s article on that Emperor up to date. 
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246 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


sador to Samarkand, Ruy Gonzdlez de Clavijo, passed through 
Constantinople, at the end of October, and had an audience 
with Manuel,” Timur had returned to Asia and seemed but a 
strange, and apocalyptic phantom to the Byzantines. It was rather 
‘with the Turks that Manuel had still to contend. 
_ It is easy enough to point out the striking relaxation of the 
Byzantine position as a result of Ancyra, and it is surely all but 
superfluous by now to dwell upon the old saw that Timur’s vic- 
tory gave Byzantium more than fifty years of additional life. 
Certainly, indeed, once he had heard the news of the death of 
Bayazid early that year in March, it is understandable that Man- 
uel should seek some satisfaction in literary form over the dra- 
matic downfall of his former nemesis and hated adversary. But 
the end of Bayazid and the disruption of the Turkish state hardly 
solved everything. If the remnant of the Empire was no longer 
fighting desperately for its very life, the Turks were still very 
much present, and their strength, actual and potential, was still 
impressive. It must have been clear to anyone of Manuel's in- 
telligence that it would only be a matter of time before the 
Turkish power, if left alone to work out its problems, would be 
once again fully organized and marshaled—and aggressively on 
the march. 

To meet this situation, Manuel was obliged to review his for- 





mer policy. That policy, we need hardly be reminded at this 


time, had been of necessity uncompromising hostility to the 
Turks, based on the active hope and quest for military and fi- 
nancial aid from the West. How much of this policy was still 
applicable? , , 


79. Clavijo and his embassy were received by the Emperor and his family. 
His description of the audience (ed. Lépez Estrada, 84-35, ed. Sreznevskii, 
50-51, trans. Le Strange, 61) is very valuable. With the Emperor were his 
wife, the Empress Helena, and “three very little sons.” This statement is 
important, for it proves that Manuel’s son Andronicus must have been born 
while Manuel was absent in the West. See Appendix XV below. Clavijo 
estimated the age of the eldest at about eight years. John was actually almost 
eleven years old at that time, and Theodore was probably not more than 
seven or eight, while Andronicus could not have been much more than three. 


On this interview and embassy, see also Cirac Estopafian, La unidn, Manuel: 


II Paledlogo y sus recuerdos en Espafia, 67-68. On Clavijo’s visit to Constan- 
tinople in general, see id., “Tres monasterios de Constantinopla visitados per 
Espafioles en el afio 1403,” Rev. d. é. byz., 19 (=Mélanges R. Janin, 1961), 
358-381. . 

80. For a translation of Manuel’s two little works in this connection, see 
Appendix XX below. 
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Part of the answer to that question was no longer under Man- 
uel’s control. New Byzantine policy had already been shaped in 
advance in the last six months of John VII’s regime. Whether ° 
Manuel liked it or not—and which reaction it was we can only 
conjecture—the treaty of February 1408, between the Christian 


powers and Suleyman, had drastically altered the Empire's 


course. It had, to be sure, brought a superficial peace and a not 
unimpressive territorial restitution to the Empire. But its deeper 
implications may be seen in the fact that the treaty, and John’s 
involvement with other Turkish affairs, now committed By- 
zantium and Manuel to two important paths: in the first place, to 
the principle of some degree of outward friendship and coopera- 
tion with the Turks; and, in the second place, to a role in the un- 
avoidable struggle for succession among the sons of Bayazid. 
For better or worse, Manuel found himself faced with the task 
of allying himself with one or another contender. For the period 
now under consideration, the respective histories of the Byzan- 
tines and the Osmanlis become more inextricably intertwined 
than ever. 

As with the formulation of policy, the context of events had 
begun to take shape even before Manuel had returned. The sud- 
den eclipse of Bayazid had left the Turkish state in a chaotic 
condition. No single period of Osmanli history demonstrates 
better the palpable practicality of the brutal Turkish custom, 
later to become virtual law, that the designated successor to the 
throne must murder all his brothers to avoid the dangers of civil 
war. Unfortunately, no single successor to the throne had been 
marked out. Of Bayazid’s sons, after the disappearance of the 
eldest, Mustafa, at the Battle of Ancyra, there were no less than 
four who were eligible for power. Three had escaped from the 
battle. The oldest of these, Suleyman, had gone to Brusa. But 
before the pursuit of Timur’s victorious army, which captured 
and sacked the city, the prince fled across the Straits and estab- 
lished himself in the still-intact European portion of the Turkish 
lands, Rumelia. Meanwhile, Mechmed, one of the younger of 
Bayazid’s sons, had fled to his enclave of Amasia, where he main- 
tained himself while another son, Isa, was able to establish him- 
self in Brusa. Still another of Bayazid’s younger sons, Musa, was 
captured in the battle and was for a while held prisoner. Subse- 
quently, after the death of Bayazid (March 8, 1403) on Timur's 
homeward march, Musa was allowed to escort his father’s re- 
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We know of no moves on Manuel’s part at this time regarding 
Mechmed. But the closer proximity of Suleyman required that 
Manuel’s course be decided upon promptly. According to our in- 
formation, Manuel made at least one decisively anti-Turkish 
hove promptly upon his return. Able at last to rid himself of this 
stigma of former Turkish domination, Manuel expelled the Turk- 
ish quarter, the establishment of which had been imposed by 
Bayazid.** But Turkish power had no intention of drying up 
and disappearing. Manuel knew that he must come to terms with 
it. Whether or not he originally approved of John’s policy of good 
relations with at least some elements among the Turks, Manuel 
recognized that he would have to make the best of the situation 
and choose allies among the contending Bayazidlings. 

Fortunately, Byzantium now had some advantages in such a 
policy, for the first time in dealing with the Turks since their rise. 
The very struggle among the rival brothers gave Manuel an op- 
portunity at least to attempt to play one off against another. This 
trick was hardly unfamiliar to Byzantine diplomacy, of course. 
And if the Empire had in better times had more strength and 
resources of its own with which to back up such manipulations, 
this course still offered fruitful possibilities for winning Byzantine 
advantage now. Indeed, the various Turkish princes themselves 
at one time or another all recognized that the support and al- 
liance of Byzantium could be a vital factor in their struggles. 


of the title “Sultan” as beginning primarily in the time of Mechmed I. Indeed, 
the Chron. Barb. 111, 55, so much as states that Mechmed I was the first 
to bear it. This assumption is quite untenable now, and Atiya, The Battle of. 
Nicopolis, 157-160, has given some ample demonstrations that the title was 
used as early as the time of Orkhan (1326-1359) and was very common by 
the time of Bayazid. However, the Greek sources for the period discussed 
thus far have usually employed the title Gunodc, from “Emir,” and it has 
been deemed appropriate to adopt this usage. The grander term “Sultan,” 
however, may suggest something of the new tone of the reign of Mechmed I, 
who was indeed the ruler to set the Osmanli state at last on its organized 
program of true empire, Therefore, though the distinction is admittedly a 
somewhat artificial one, this latter title will be used hereafter to designate 
Mechmed I and his successors. 

84, For source citation, see Alexandrescu-Dersca, 109, who mistakenly 
assumes that this move was one of several allegedly made to placate the 
anger of Timur. But, as we have pointed out elsewhere in this regard (see 
above, the end of n. 72), Timur had passed out of the picture and was 
no influence on Byzantine policy by the time of Manuel’s return. Muralt, 
p. 781, no. 1 (for the year 14021), also asserts this move on Manuel's part, 
but himself cites no relevant sources. 


The Turkish Time of Troubles, 1399-1413 - O51 


We have seen that the short-lived Isa had already had’recourse 
to Byzantine aid, if inconsequentially. But far more important 
was the readiness of Suleyman to reach a friendly accommoda- 
tion with Byzantium. 

Conscious of the internal weakness of his position in Rumelia,® 
Suleyman had been seeking to strengthen himself by firm ties 
with Byzantium. The basis of the rapprochement had already 
been laid in the treaty of February 1403, with John VII as one of 
the parties to it. But Suleyman would be anxious, naturally, to 
cement his tie personally with Manuel himself, whose approval 
and relations obviously carried the greater weight. According to 
two sources, Suleyman went so far as to go to Constantinople to 
ally himself with Manuel; but this visit may actually have come 
later.** Indeed, from all outward evidence, it would seem as if 


85. Such is the plausible interpretation of Wittek. In his Rise of the Otto- 
man Empire (Royal Asiatic Society Monographs, 23, London, 1938), Wittek 
outlined the provocative interpretation of the growth of the Turkish state in 
terms of the activity of the Ghiazis, the fanatic Muslim warriors whose sense 
of struggle for the glory and expansion of the faith became identified with 
the expansion of Osmanli power. (I do not have available to me an earlier 
and broader presentation of this thesis by Wittek in his “Die Glaubens- 
kampfer im Osmanenstaat,” in Ostersche Genootschap in Nederland, Verslag 
van het achtste Congres, Leyden, 1936, pp. 2-7; cf. the summary in Byz. 
Zeitschr., 36 [1936], 493.) In his subsequent article, “De La Défaite d’Ankara 
a la prise de Constantinople,” Wittek projects this interpretation into a more 
specific epoch, and the 1403-13 phase becomes crucial. As far as Suleyman 
himself is concerned, Wittek seems to maintain (17-19) that (in addition to 
has alleged character failings) this prince antagonized the Ghazis, warlike 
frontier elements particularly important in Rumelia, by his favor to Chris- 
tians, especially Greeks, and by his lack of aggressive impulse. As a result, 


Suleyman was in a very awkward position as far as his internal support was’ 


concemed; hence his efforts to strengthen his external position all the more, 
creating a kind of vicious cycle. 

86. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 111-113, ed, Bonn, 78-79, describes an entry into 
Constantinople by Suleyman and an interview between Manuel and = 
prince (whom most of the Greek sources name as “Movoovaudy,” 
‘“MovcovAucvys’’), as having occurred immediately after the Rincon 
return. Konstantin the Philosopher, ed. Jagié, 279, ed. and trans, Braun, 
21-22, describes a conclusion of. amity at Gallipoli immediately upon 
Manuel’s return from the West: cf. Stanojevi¢é, 430; Hammer, I, 341, trans. 
Hellert, IJ, 129-130; and Iorga, Geschichte, I, 328. But both sources associate 
this meeting with the treaty of February 1403, which they portray as an 
agreement with Manuel, and the terms of which at least Ducas exaggerates. 
Hence, their entire chronology for this episode may be suspect; for, of course, 
the treaty was drawn up before Manuel returned (but then, would this visit 
have been to John, at the time of the treaty’s settlement?), and the personal 
visit to Manuel seems rather to be the one that other sources place a little 
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254. Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Thus, regardless of any possible initial reluctance to come to 
terms with the Turks, Manuel did at length take such steps. And 
by 1410, through this double alliance with Suleyman, personal 
and political, Manuel had fully committed himself to taking sides 
in the wars of Bayazid’s sons, as those wars drew on. In many 
ways it was an advantageous course, as it is so often assumed, 
and as results ultimately proved, at least to some degree. But it 
was also virtually the only course, for Byzantium had no choice 
but to become involved in this struggle. 

Yet, if Manuel had yielded to this necessity and had at length 
entered into a policy of qualified accommodation with the Turks 
once more, he had by no means abandoned his recent policy of 
seeking aid from the West. Quite the contrary, Manuel was as 
convinced as ever of the need for their help, in spite of the failure 
of his personal diplomacy among the Western rulers. This is a 
point which has not been readily understood. It has been com- 
mon to notice Manuel’s involvement in the Turkish civil wars, 
and to assume that, after the Battle of Ancyra had halted Turkish 
aggressiveness against Byzantium, Manuel simply devoted him- 
‘self exclusively to alliances thereafter: with one or another of 
Bayazid’s sons. It has also been common to emphasize the dis- 
appointment that had been the prime result of the Western 
journey.®* To be sure, as we shall readily see shortly, Manuel's 


98-99) that, while Manuel returned the girl (now identified significantly 
only as Dat) to Brusa to be raised, he had the boy educated as a Christian 
with his own son John and eventually baptized before his death. Délger, 
Regesten, no, 3201, p. 75, accepts Ducas’ chronology and makes the hand- 
ing over of these two hostages a concomitant of the 1403 treaty. 
Chaleocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 167, ed. Bonn, 178, also speaks of Turkish 
hostages, although he presents them as given not by Suleyman but by Musa 
(see n. 154 below): he speaks of “the youngest of the sons of Bayazid’” who 
went to the Greeks and died among them, having accepted the Christian 
faith (cf. Muralt,, pp. 800-801, no. 6, who places his death in 1417). He 
identifies this son as Isa (‘Inootic; the Chron. Barb. 111, 48, calls him "Eoat) 
but this entire reference is probably another confusion on Chalcocondyles’ 
part, and in all likelihood it alludes to the very same prince Ducas mentions. 
Sphrantzes, Chron. Minus, 1025C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 70; 
also 90; ed. Bonn, 62; also 86), however, identifies him as Iwoovelys]., 
who became a Christian under the name of Demetrios. See Moravesik, 
Byzantinoturcica, II, 141 and 142; cf. Berger de Xivrey, 137-139; also lorga, 
Geschichte, 350; Muralt, p. 786, no. 5 (under 1405) is completely jumbled. 
In addition, note Ch. Diehl, Figures byzantines, II (Paris, 1938), 272-273. 
89. Cf. Jugie, 332: “A few galleys, some rich presents, some pleasant 
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personal experiences with the Latin rulers on that journey cer- 
tainly did affect and modify his outlook. But Manuel was too 


much aware of the ultimate realities of the Byzantine situation 


to think that his realm could really survive on its own resources, 
regardless of the current divisions among the Turks. Indeed, 
Manuel’s prime consideration all through these years after Ancyra 
was exactly a program of continued agitation for help from the 
West; full commitment to collaborating with Turkish factions 
came only later on, when the state of the Turkish civil wars 
finally made it unavoidable. 

We are obviously not in a position to know all of Manuel’s 
diplomatic activity during this time. But it is plain that there must 
have been a great deal of it—indeed, a steady continuation of what 
there had been previously. We can also see that, even while on 
his way home, Manuel had initiated further embassies to Western 
courts to continue the quest for-aid. Once again, the documents 
of the Aragonese chancery give us invaluable illustrations of 
what this activity was. 

It was undoubtedly while still on his homeward journey, per- 
haps while still in the Peloponnesus, that Manuel sent another 
of his family ambassadors, one Constantine Rhallis Palaeologus, 
to Western Europe. On June 26, 1403, King Martin I wrote to the 
Prior of Catalonia to provide for this ambassador’s passage 
through areas of his realm.°° Meanwhile, the indefatigable 
Alexios Vranas was still traveling back and forth between Spain 
and France on his mission: on the same date, June 26, Martin 


ordered a safe conduct and all necessary provisions for Vranas’ - 


passage to France. Constantine Rhallis, however, remained on 


mementoes, such was all that Manuel brought back from his long voyage 
to the West. It was little, without doubt, but Tamerlane had provided the 
splendid supplement which had guaranteed to old Byzantium fifty years 
more of existence.” . 

90. Text, Rubié i Lluch, no. 675, pp. 697-698; cf. Marinesco, “Du Nou- 
veau sur les relations de Manuel II Paléologue (1391-1425) avec Espagne,” 
p. 432, and n. 4. On the basis of one of several letters written by Martin I 
of Aragon on February 28, 1403, Marinesco, p. 431, followed by Délger, 
no. 3295, p. 89, note the passage of a Byzantine ambassador on his way to 
the court of Henry III of Castile. No name is mentioned, but one might 
suspect that it is this same Constantine Rhallis Palaeologus. 

91. Rubié i Lluch, no, 576, p. 698; cf. Cirac Estopafian, La unidén, 56-57, 
and 57, In a letter dated the following day, June 27, 1403, Martin rejoices 
with Manuel over the defeat of Bayazid and the retum to obedience of the 
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258 Manuel If Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Innocent himself died in the following year, and, amid the deep- 
ening complexity and acrimony of the Great Schism during this 
period, the divided Papacy was to play little further role in 
Eastern’ affairs. 


Schisme d’Occident,” 519-520. For further use of this document, see also 
BE. Goeller, “Zur Geschichte Manuels I. von Byzanz,” Rémische Quartal- 
schrift fiir christliche Altertumskunde und fiir Kirchengeschichte, 15 (1901), 
189 and 190, Cf. also Muralt, p. 786, no. 10, who speaks of an actual call 
for a crusade on June 25, 1405, For some curious reason, Délger completely 
ignores Manuel's incontestably genuine bull to Pope Innocent VII in his 
Regesten. On the other hand, Délger does (no. 3296, p. 89) take quite 
seriously the account given by Adam of Usk (ed. Thompson, pp. 96-97; 
trans. pp. 272-273) of “solempnes ambassiatores” who appeared before 
Boniface IX in Rome in spring of 1404 “ex parte imperatoris Constanti- 
napolitani” to demand the restoration to the Empire of the Kingdoms of 
Lombardy and Naples, wrongfully usurped by the German Emperor; or, this 
failing, that their master be allowed to press his claim by a personal combat 
to be fought between them in Rome. Though Adam was in Rome at the 
time and professes to have met these ambassadors personally, his entire story 
is too absurd to be taken at face value, though what reality it may dimly 
reflect is difficult to determine. 
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Figure 18: Manuel’s Formal Signature: The Byzantine Treaty with Venice 
of May 22, 1406. Archivo di Stato, Venezia, Miscellanea, atti, diplomi e 
privilegi, 928 (see Appendix XXIV, A, IIL, 3). 
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Not that occasional inclination for military activity in the East 
was entirely lacking. The idea of an active league against the 
Turks came to the fore occasionally. As early as the spring of 
1404, the Knights of St. John on Rhodes were willing to foster 
such a project. Philibert de Naillac, the Grand Master of the 
Hospitalers, sent out negotiators to various powers, including 
Byzantium, toward this end. And this idea continued to be raised 
by the Hospitalers in subsequent years. Unfortunately, nothing 
came of it.1° Not that the idea was to end here, as we shall see. 
But appeals for such projects fell on deaf or distracted ears. 
Moreover, among the powers whose cooperation would have 
been essential, that of such a key one as Venice was most un- 
likely. | 

More than ever, amid the Turkish upheavals the aim of the 
Serene Republic was, quite literally, to “mind their own busi- 


2? 


ness.” It is true that on September 6, 1408, the Senate was willing 
102. Delaville le Roulx, Les Hospitaliers, 302-303. 
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Figure 19: Manuel Chrysoloras. Pen Drawing, Musée du Louvre, Patis, 
Département des Dessins, no. 9849 (reproduced from Giuseppe Cammelli, 
I dotti bizantini e le origine dell’umanesimo, I. Manuele Crisolora [Florence, 


1941], frontispiece; see Appendix XXIV, A, 3). 
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ducing Greek among them in the West was enormous. Having re- 


turned from Italy with Manuel in 1403, Chrysoloras had been. in | 


Italy twice since then, in 1404 and 1405-06.*" And, since he had 
but recently returned to Constantinople from these trips, he was 
readily available. _ 

Taking up his commission, Chrysoloras left his homeland, ap- 
parently for the last time, toward the end of 1407. On December 
8 and 18 of that year the Venetian Senate discussed and re- 
jected certain requests that Chrysoloras brought from the Em- 


peror, none of which, however, were of far-reaching import.**° 


From Venice Chrysoloras proceeded across Northern Italy. On 
April 18, he was in Genoa, preparing to pass on to France.*** He 
must have moved on soon, for he was in Paris in 1408. 

Just how much his mission was intended to maintain the Em- 
peror’s friendly relations with his personal contacts in the West 
may be observed in the most famous memento of Chrysoloras’ 
visit to Paris. For he brought with him as a gift from the Emperor 
a manuscript of the works attributed to Dionysius the Areopagite, 
which was bestowed appropriately upon the Royal Abbey of 
Saint-Denys outside Paris. Its most important feature for our 
purposes is the celebrated painting it contains (see Figure 5). One 
of the great masterpieces of Byzantine Imperial portraiture, this 
superb miniature portrays the Emperor Manuel, his Empress 


109. Cammelli, I dotti...I, Manuele Crisolora, 139-142, who gives the 
scanty documentation, But we know very little about these trips. They might 
have been made for personal reasons, at least in part. But on January 3, 1406, 
Chrysoloras was a witness to an agreement in Venice: (Predelli) Com- 
memoriali, II, no. 14, pp. 312-313; and in this document he is described as 
an “ambasciatore dell’ imperatore di Constantinopoli.” For a portrait of 
Chrysoloras, made during the 1406 trip, presumably in Florence, see Figure 
19; cf. also Appendix XXIV (B, 3) below. 

110. Délger, Regesten, no. 3318, pp. 95-96. In view of the relationship 
of virtually all of these requests to another subject, these deliberations will 
be discussed below, pp. 273-275, and notes 130-131. On this part of 
Chrysoloras’ mission see also Cammelli, Crisolora, 144-145; Marinesco, 
“Manuel IT Paléologue et les rois d’ Aragon, Commentaire sur quattre lettres 
inédites en Latin, expédiées par la chancellerie byzantine,” Académie Rou- 
maine, Bulletin de la Section Historique, 11 (1924), 193-194. More gener- 
ally on the entire span of Chrysoloras’ activities in the West in 1407 and 
thereafter, see Thomson, “Manuel Chrysoloras and the Early Italian Renais- 
sance,” 80-81. . 

111. Cammelli, Crisolora, 146, who also quotes (n. 1) the relevant Geno- 
ese state document, which is reproduced also by Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 


161-162. 
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From Spain, Chrysoloras returned to Italy in 1410 and went to 
Bologna. Here he found the curia of the third Papal line, which 
had been cantributed to the Great Schism by the Council of Pisa 
in: 1409. And here Chrysoloras began the second phase of his 
embassy. As this phase carried him beyond the chronological 
‘period under consideration here and into a project that will be 
‘taken up fully only in the next chapter, discussion of the re- 
mainder of Chrysoloras’ long mission will be completed further 
on.® But attention to the first phase of this mission should not 
end simply on this note. Lest the foregoing outline make it ap- 
pear that the embassy of Chrysoloras was solely concerned with 
such maintenance of friendly personal relations with the Western 
rulers, we should consider an important letter by Manuel him- 
self, one of the few of those surviving that are indisputably 
relevant to this period. It is addressed to Chrysoloras, and it was 
in all probability written at the end of 1410 or thereafter: 


Having received your letter, I was indeed pleased—for I suppose 
there is none of your writings that is not among my delights. But at 
the same time, when I had opened it and had straightway read it— 
for I had every reason to expect that I would meet with such words 
with which I might lighten my dreadful burdens—accordingly, going 
through it swiftly, I was both aggrieved, as you can imagine, and I 
also pronounced all its contents but an empty bliss that had formerly 
been imagined by everyone. For there was nothing in it whatsoever 
of the news which was hoped for. And, further, even if it had held 
great promises, that still would not have been enough. For now 
there is need of deeds which will bring help and not of words and 
promises, as were customary in the past. For those at the peak of 
their sickness—such being our circumstances now—there is need of 
curing medicines, not of fine assurances which always contain post- 
ponements. . 

But what you state the exalted ruler has said and the manner in 
which he concedes it—he, if you will, whose duty requires him both 
to be concerned about and also to provide for all needs—this rather 
diminishes than augments our optimistic hopes. For, your explanation, 
I mean that “the situation here is still in need of improvement,” will 
not excuse him for having done nothing whatsoever of what he 
should. Even if it may be that his waves of trouble have not been 
completely smoothed, yet, indeed, in comparison with his former 
storm and deluge, they are now in an unbroken calm. At least it would 


118. See below, pp. 321-322. 


The Turkish Time of Troubles, 1399-1413  ~° . 267 


have been proper, I think, for him to have shown himself, by some 
small and easy tokens, to be willing to rescue someone who has made 


a claim on him at this time from the impending enemies of our com-_ 


mon faith. And a small contribution from him would certainly seem 
considerable to us, partly because our circumstances are so very 
straitened, and partly because we would consider it a sign that better 
things will then follow; and, in addition, because of the expectation 
it would inspire in the calculations of our enemies—for verily would it 
be not so much a stimulant to us as a blow against them. Now the 
fact that, after all this time, no aid whatsoever amid these our 
troubles has come from anywhere affords them the greatest audacity 
against us; but, likewise, the opposite situation would produce the 
opposite effects. It would be possible to prolong this letter, but to 
you it suffices to say so much. For I know well that you will take 
thought how some succor might come hither from there at the right 
time; for nothing, however fine, is of any value when it is too late. 
But if—may it not be sol—the bases of our hopes should be gone, at 
least bring yourself back and restore yourself to your homeland and 
to him who loves you—I mean, of course, me—which will verily be 
no small thing to us.*4® 


Bearing in mind that this letter was probably written during, 
if not after, the violent conflict between Suleyman and Musa, 
with Byzantium fully involved, one can see that it is of extraor- 
dinary interest and significance. For one thing, it makes crystal 
clear the fact that a very important part of Chrysoloras’ mission 
was the continued appeal for aid from Western rulers. The let- 
ter indicates that in at least one case not even promises of aid 


were as easy to obtain as in the past. But it also gives us some 


priceless insights into Manuel’s own attitudes by this time re- 
garding that very quest, his own established policy. 

There is no need at this point to re-emphasize that Manuel had 
continued his policy of seeking aid from the West in spite of the 
easing of Byzantine circumstances after Ancyra. This letter cer- 
tainly illustrates that fact clearly. But, at the same time, it shows 
vividly how Manuel's personal attitude had been modified by 
his bitter experience with the West, especially during his own 
journey there. Even when obtainable, words alone were not 

119. Letter vc’, ed. Legrand, 84-85, fully translated here. It is amazing 
that this important text has been virtually ignored heretofore. For a discus- 


sion of its date and of certain problems of its contents, see Appendix XXI 
below. 
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still was and always would be the Turk. This proposal shows, 
moreover, that Manuel grasped the central fact of the post- 
Ancyra situation: that the turmoil among the Turks after the de- 
feat’ of Bayazid and during the struggle for his throne provided 
“the best and perhaps the last real chance for Christendom to 
_ break the power of the Turks and turn back their advance, if not 
- to drive them out of Europe.*** 

Whatever further steps Manuel may have taken to promote his 
idea, we hear nothing more of it in available sources. Indeed, as 
promising as it may have seemed as an idea, it was doomed to 
failure in reality. There may have been some who recognized its 
feasibility, but none of the Western rulers could or would act 
upon it, even if they understood it. The Christian powers were 
unable even to attempt to organize any coordinated effort. The 
very powers that might havé given leadership were distracted by 
their own problems. France had no power to help herself, let 
alone others: now that King Charles VI had slipped hopelessly 
into his insanity, the realm was wracked by the struggles for 


124. Cf. the comments of Halecki, “The Last Century of the Crusades— 
From Smyrna to Varna (1344-1444),” Bulletin of the Polish Institute of 
Arts and Sciences, 2 (1945), 304, in the course of his criticism of Atiya’s 
premise that the expedition of Nicopolis in 1396 was the last of the true 
medieval crusades: “It has been rightly said that it was only the crushing 
defeat which the Turks suffered in 1402 from another Asiatic power, from 
Tamerlane, which prolonged for fifty years the existence of the Byzantine 
Empire. These fifty years also gave to Christian Europe a last series of 
opportunities to check the Turkish advance, and that is one more reason 
why the expedition of Nicopolis cannot be considered the last crusade. It is, 
however, true that none of these opportunities was sufficiently utilized, thus 
permitting the Turks to restore their aggressive power until the final -blow 
of 1453.” Cf. the same author’s “Angora, Florence, Varna, and the Fall of 
Constantinople,” Akten des XI. Internationalen Byzantinistenkongresses 
Miinchen 1958 (Munich, 1960), 216-217. On the other hand, in his recent 
book, The Fall of Constantinople, Runciman. penetratingly observes (pp. 
42-43) that even had a Christian alliance been effected it could only have 
accomplished a limited success: “... though the dynasty might have per- 
ished, a Turkish problem still would have remained. Historians who blame 
the Christians for missing a heaven-sent opportunity forget that there 
were already hundreds of thousands of Turks settled firmly in Europe. It 
would have been a formidable task to subdue them and almost impossible 
to expel them. Indeed, Timur’s intervention had added to their strength; 
for families and even whole tribes fled before his armies to the safety of the 
European provinces... . Bayezit had left large armed forces there to guard 
the frontiers and police the provinces. The Ottoman dynasty had been humil- 
iated at Ankara, and their military machine had been weakened. It had not 
been destroyed.” , 
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power among his kinsmen, and it fell a ready prey at length to 
the English. Henry IV of England, who had never felt secure 
enough at home to carry out his dreams of an Eastern crusade; 
was succeeded by his son, “the warlike Harry,” the brilliant 
soldier-King Henry V, whose energetic but brief reign (1413- 
1422.) was devoted to the renewal of the Hundred Years War. 
Even Sigismund himself, who had once been regarded as the 
leader of the fight against the Turks, was preoccupied with his 
own numerous adventures, especially his election to the throne 
of the Holy Roman Empire and then the settlement of the Great 
Schism. 

And Venice itself, which would have to be the essential mari- 
time cornerstone of any cooperative venture, was much too 
anxious about preserving its commerce to be willing to enter any 
great undertaking against the Turks, unless its own advantage 
would seem fully guaranteed. It is true that’ Venice, once its rela- 
tions with Suleyman had deteriorated, and once it no longer 
seemed possible that it could derive advantage from him, was 
willing to consider in 1409 the possibility of replacing him with 
his brother Mechmed, to whom it would offer assistance in 
seizing Rumelia.*° But such schemes obviously had no bearing 
on any major effort by Christendom and were reflected upon 
solely for Venice’s own selfish advantage. : 

So it was that, while Manuel may have realized fully all the 
realities and possibilities and necessities of the situation in the 
East during the Turkish “Time of Troubles,” his efforts to induce 





the Latin West to act upon them were of no avail. Byzantium — 


was forced to rely on its own scanty resources and to make what 
it could out of existing circumstances, primarily by diplomatic 
means. That is to say, Byzantium had no real choice but to be- 
come deeply involved in the wars of Bayazid’s sons, since an al- 
ternative course of all-out hostility to the Turks in general was 
closed to it as a result of Western indifference. Whatever success 


125. Deliberations of March 26, 1409: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 169-171; 
cf. Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 3147, p. 85. The stipulation was made that 
the Emperor was to be consulted if the move to replace Suleyman was to 
be carried out. The only other dealings between Manuel and Venice between 
these contacts and 1411 seem to have concerned trivia. On January 11, 1410, 
for example, the Senate discussed a strong complaint against Manuel for 
alleged violation of the treaty, specifically, his arrest of a Venetian citizen: 
Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1364, p. 89. 
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Figure 21: Mistra, the Palace of the Despots: General View from Above 
(photo courtesy Ljubica Popovic, 1961; see Appendix XXIV, C, 5, a). 
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Figure 23: Mistra, the Palace of the Despots: The East Wall of the 
Throne Room (photo courtesy Ljubica Popovic, 1961; see Appendix 
XXIV, C, 5, c). 
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ing of the matter by Chrysoloras, the Senate yielded to ‘some ex- 
tent, in view of the importance of Manuel’s visit to the Morea: 
the possibility was conceded that the required escort might be 
provided.*** Once this and other such arrangements had been 
made, Manuel probably felt that conditions at home were still 
calm enough to allow him a quick visit to the Morea. There he 
seems to have sailed, probably in the summer of 1408.7*? 


131. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 160; the summary by Thiriet, Régestes, 
IT, no. 1291, p. 75, is inadequate; cf. Délger, ibid. It is noteworthy that 
Manuel only requests an escort back to Constantinople, and not the actual 
transportation there itself and back. This distinction probably explains why 
we have no reference in Venetian documents—at least in those thus far 
available—to the actual voyage of Manuel to the Morea. 

132. Sphrantzes, 1025C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 70; ed. 
Bonn, 65) and Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 202-203, ed. Bonn, 216, are 
the only historians to speak of this visit as distinct from that of 1415. 
Loenertz, “Pour lhistoire,” 156, dates the visit 6916 (1407-08). Hopf, 70, 
and Jorga, Geschichte, 345, have also maintained that Manuel went to the 
Peloponnesus at this time, but in 1407. But this assumption of date is based 
on the supposition that Manuel’s request for escort home from the Morea 
proves that he was already there when Chrysoloras submitted the request in 
December of that year. Actually, however, our evidence indicates the con- 
trary; for Manuel was in Constantinople on October 23, 1407, the date of his 
letter to King Martin I of Aragon announcing the mission of Chrysoloras (see 
above, p. 265), since the text states plainly that it was “given” in that city 
on that date. Moreover, the Venetian Senate’s deliberation of July 20, 1408, 
implies that Manuel was still in Constantinople about that date (see above, 
n. 108). Now, we know that Manuel’s absence from Constantinople extended 
at least to the end of 1408. We might be tempted to suppose that Manuel 
left the capital together with Chrysoloras in late autumn or early winter; 
but it seems very unlikely, even aside from the indication of the Venetian 
deliberation of July 20, 1408, that the Emperor would, or did, prolong 
his visit to Greece more than a year, as he would have had to do to fit the 
old interpretation of his departure. Rather, Manuel’s visit gives the impres- 
sion of having been a very short one. In view of the evidence, the middle 
of 1408 would seem to be a more logical date for his departure. Loenertz, 
“Pour la chronologie des oeuvres de Joseph Bryennios” Rev. d. ét. byz., 7 
(1940-50), p. 24, n. 2, had argued for 1407 in dating thus a letter by 
Vryennios to Manuel, which, he proposes, was written to the Emperor while 
the latter was absent in the Morea.after Theodore’s death. As Mompherratos, 
Ot ILod. év Ilek., before him, Zakythinos, ibid., avoids the whole question 
of a visit by Manuel to the Morea at this time. But the latter, in his article 
“Mavoun 6 Ilakatoddyos xal 6 Kagitvadioc Lotdmoocg év ILehomovvyjow,””’ 
6, on the basis solely of the panegyrics published by Lampros, and ignoring 
the other aforementioned evidence, reaches the same conclusion as to the 
date of this visit: 1408. And, indeed, for what it is worth, we have the 
cryptic statement in Bo. yo. No. 19, p. 36, 1, 29, that “In the 6916th year 
the Basileus Lord Manuel came to Corinth.” Loenertz, in his compilation 
of his Chron. br. mor., No. 23, p. 407, which includes this text, and in his 
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been cut short by the arrival of-the news of the second death in 
the Imperial family at this time. 

In September of 1408, John VII donned the monastic garb as 
the .rionk Toasaph—the same name his great-grandfather, John 


Cantacuzenus, had chosen—and passed on to whatever reward 
_awaited him after his turbulent and warped life.**’ It was a tragic 
life in a way. For all the shabbiness and double-dealing of much 
of his career, and for all of his apparent mediocrity of talent, he 
had served with reasonable faithfulness in 1899-1408, and he is 
perhaps entitled to some small degree of our sympathy if only 
as a victim of hard circumstances.** But Manuel may well have 
heaved a sigh of relief at the news, and he could hardly have 


137. The date usually accepted for the death of John VII is September 
22, 1408, as given in the marginalia of a chrysobull of John (=Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3209, p. 77), cited by Délger, “Johannes VII.,” p. 36, n. 1; 
and given also in a note written by Demetrius Lascaris Leontaris, which 
is quoted by Mercati, “Sarebbe Stafidace lepistolegrafo del codice 
laurenziano di S. Marco 356?,” Studi bizantini (e neoellenici), 2 (1927), 
p. 242, n. 1. Another date, however, September 10, 1408, is given by 
the Bo. xo. No. 47, p. 82, ll. 77-78; and this date seems to have attracted 
. neither acceptance nor attention. All these sources give the monastic name 
_ that John adopted. In addition to them, the Bulg. chron., 543, places the 
death of John VII in the year 6917, which would of course include Septem- 
ber of 1408. Unfortunately, Jire¢ek, in his commentary on this text (“Zur 
Wiirdigung der neuentdeckten bulgarische Chronik,” Archiv fiir slavische 
Philologie, 14 [1892], 276), has mistakenly contradicted this statement with 
the incorrect assertion that John died on November 20, 1410, authority 
unstated; but he possibly followed Muralt, p. 792, no. 2, giving that incorrect 
date. Though it does not speak of his death, the “Ex. ygov. makes an unusu- 
ally favorable comment on his memory. Concluding the passage translated 
above in n. 77, this text observes: “For he was outstanding in his virtue, so 
that even his tomb now cures diseases of all sorts” (p. 2, ll. 1-3). 

138. Cf. Délger, “Johannes VII.,” 36: “The figure of John is certainly not 
pleasant. He presents us with the image of an unlucky prince who, in earliest 
youth, was violently and innocently made a cripple; who, in manhood, 
wavered back and forth without firmness between loyalty and treachery in 
order to attain those goals of his life which, from his point of view, had 
been his from the cradle. He therefore became a puppet of foreign powers 
which abused the fact of his miserable existence for their self-seeking aims. 
Always passive in pretended activity, John was, in the midst of the general 
corruption of the declining state, the victim of a dynasticism pushed to 
extremes, which, in this form, was originally foreign to Greek constitutional 
thought, and which entered as an unhealthy import from the West, dissolving 
into the Eastern understanding of government only after the beginning of 
the 14th century. Seen from these two points of view, the figure of John is 
not lacking in tragedy: in some respects his adventurous life might be remi- 
niscent of the fate of the Turkish Prince Djem who, a century later, was 
treated as a hostage in the courts of Europe against Sultan Bayazid IT and 
met a violent end in Rome.” 


The Turkish Time of Troubles, 1399-1413 279 


been expected to mourn his nephew’s passing in quite. the way 
he did his brother’s. To be sure, it undoubtedly spared Byzantium 
many complications that John should have died before Manuel; 
and childless as well. Only in this sad fashion, with the extinction 
of John V’s accursed eldest line of descent, could the rift of 
thirty-five years’ standing be finally and utterly ended. 

But this event, the news of which may well have been unex- 
pected to Manuel, presented the Emperor with a new task. With 
John gone from the scene, the government of Thessalonica had 
to be provided for in terms of the current appanage system. 
Cutting short his stay in the Morea, Manuel proceeded to the 
Macedonian city,**° once the scene of his own former triumphs 
and tragedies. There he installed as Despot his third son, at the 
time probably no more than eight years old. The loyal Demetrius 
Leontaris, who had served all this time as .the administrator and 
advisor of John VII, apparently remained for a while to guide the 
government in the minority of Andronicus.**® While Manuel was 
still in this city, moreover, he issued an important prostagma, 


139. The so-called Anonymous Panegyric to Manuel and John VIII Palaeo- 
logus, ed. Lampros, IIoA. wat Iled., II, 164-165; actually, this text is by 
Cardinal Isidore of Kiev: see below, Appendix XXII. Délger, “Johannes 
VIL,” 36, suggests archly that Manuel “hastened to the bier of the deceased 
perhaps more to urge immediately, on the spot, his claims as heir than out 
of deep sympathy over the death of the hardly 40-year-old departed nephew.” 
Sphrantzes, 1025C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 70; ed. Bonn, 65), 
speaks of the death of John, the journey of Manuel thereupon to Thessa- 
lonica, and his installation of the young Andronicus as Despot, all as having 
preceded the death of Theodore and Manuel's trip to the Morea. Certainly 
our other evidence justifies our regarding this statement of the order of the 
two sequences of events as a confused reversal on the part of the historian.. 

140. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 173-175, ed. Bonn, 133-134, tells: of the 
honors bestowed upon Lascaris, and then has Manuel bring him home. 
But this alleged retum of Leontaris to Constantinople must be a con- 
fusion or a mistake of some sort. For we have evidence that Leontaris 
was still in Thessalonica in February of 1415, the date of a docu- 
ment issued by him conceming the Athonite monastery of Vato- 
pedi: text published by Arkadios Vatopedinos, no. 34, p. 335, of his 
tA viogettina avdhexta &-tod dexelov tis povijs Batonedtov,” Ien- 
yoouos 6 Tlohopdc, 3 (1919); cf. M. Th. Laskaris, ‘‘ Tadvvys H’ 6 
Tladawrdyoc év Oscoalovixf xatd tiv noAvogxtav tot 1416,” Téwog K. 
‘Aguevonoviov (=Iavemotynpiov Oecoolovixys, "Exuotnyovunn énety gts, 
6, 1952), 341; also, Dilger, Regesten, no. 3204, p. 76. We know from Ducas, 
moreover, that Leontaris was in Thessalonica during the Mustafa affair in 
1416: see below, pp. 342-343. The first evidence we have of Leontaris’ 
activity in the government of Constantinople is his appearance as a witness 
to the renewal of the Veneto-Byzantine treaty on October 30, 1418: see 
p. 332, n. 61 below. 
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282 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


that the coming conflict had possibilities both of advantage and 
of danger for Byzantium.™* 

Musa did not waste any time. Bringing his allies, the Voievode 
Mircea of Wallachia and the Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢ of Serbia, 
-Musa invaded Turkish territory in early 1410, and at Jamboli, on 
February 18, he defeated Suleyman’s Beylerbey of Rumelia.*** 
Making a formal claim to Rumelia, Musa swept on and finally en- 
countered his brother, who had by this time returned from 
Anatolia, before the walls of Constantinople. Attempts were 
made by the Byzantines to detach Stefan Lazarevi¢ from Musa’s 
side.*** On June 15, 1410, at the suburb of Kosmidion, the two 





which Iorga, “Une Inscription grecque sous le Sultan Mousa, 1407-1408, 
dans le région d’Ochrida,” Revue du sud-est européen, 10 (1933), 11-12, 
has thus construed as referring to Musa Celebi. This interpretation seems 
very questionable, since Musa was apparently not yet in Rumelia in the year 
of the inscription (6916 = 1407-08), and the equivalent of the Turkish 
title celebi may allude rather to Suleyman. 

144. It was at this time that Manuel sent the embassy to Venice to make 
the proposals considered by the Senate on January 10, 1410 (see above, 
pp. 268-269, and n. 121), which included Manuel’s suggestion for a league 
to.take advantage of the Turkish civil war to destroy their power. Among 
‘those same proposals was included also a request for the transportation of the 
‘Emperor and his family wherever they might wish: to which the Venetians 
agreed, on condition of payment for this transportation, and that the route 
chosen be one customary to Venetian shipping. In view of its late date, this 
request seems to have nothing to do with Manuel’s visit to the Morea after 
Theodore Is death. It seems explicable only as a provision on the Emperor’s 
part for the possibility that flight from Constantinople might be necessary 
in the near future. 

145. These events and dates are preserved in <a pricelessly valu- 
able short chronicle entry published by Lampros in his collection, 
‘CEvdunnoewv Fito yoovixdv onpetopdtwv ovdAoyiy; momty,’’ Néoc éAAn- 
vouvipov, 7 (1910; cited hereafter as “Lampros chron.”), p. 151, no. 97, 
but curiously omitted from his Begayéa yoovixd collection. Cf. Iorga, 
Geschichte, 349; Jiretek, Geschichte der Serben, II, 146; Wittek, “De La 
Défaite,” 21. Jamboli (or Djamboli) is a town, now in modem Bulgaria, 
some 90 kilometers due north of Adrianople. 

146. Both Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 161-162, ed. Bonn, 172-173, 
and the Chron. Barb. 111, 44, report this; but, while the former says that 
Stefan acceded and defected to Byzantium, the latter maintains that he 
ignored the effort and was aliented from Musa only after the latter’s triumph 
in 1411. Jiretek, Geschichte der Serben, Tl, 146, simply has him giving up 
the fight after Musa’s defeat, following Konstantin the Philosopher, ed. Jagié, 
295-296, ed. and trans. Braun, 34-35, according to whom Stefan was actu- 
ally welcomed by Manuel in Constantinople. It is likely that at least the 
attempt was made to influence Stefan. He was, after all, an important Chris- 
tian prince with important ties to Byzantium. Manuel’s Empress was of 
course a Serbian herself. Stefan’s very title of Despot was itself a gift from 
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brothers clashed at last, and Musa was defeated. As the’ younger 
brother fell back, Suleyman pursued and extended his advantage 


by scoring another victory over Musa at Adrianople on July 11, 


1410.47 

Musa had thus lost the first round of his bid for power. But 
the long-range advantage was his. During the ensuing winter he 
built up his strength anew, while Suleyman allowed his ad- 
vantages to deteriorate. Depicted by contemporary sources as 
given over to debauchery and moral corruption, Suleyman had 
apparently inherited and magnified his father’s tendencies toward 
lapses into lethargy and degeneracy.*** Moreover, his policies, as 
much as his personality, had cost him the loyalty of his sub- 
jects.7*° When, at the beginning of the next year, Musa again 
appeared with a formidable force and advanced to Adrianople, 


the Byzantines. After having served with distinction as a loyal ally of Bayazid 
at Ancyra, Stefan had stopped in Constantinople on his way home. There 
John VII had bestowed this resounding title on him: Konstantin, ed. Jagié, 
278; cf. Stanojevié, 428-429; Jiretek, Geschichte, 138; Alexandrescu-Dersca, 
p. 133, n. 3. Stefan’s bond to John VII was quickly to be strengthened, for 
on a subsequent stop at Mitylene on Lesbos Stefan met Helena, a daughter 
of Francesco II Gattilusio (hence, John’s sister-in-law), and married her: 
Konstantin, ed. Jagié, 278-279; cf. Stanojevié, 429-430; Jiretek, Geschichte, 
139; Miller, “The Gattilusij,” 415 (322). Stefan is apparently the “dominus 
despota” whose return home through Constantinople after the Battle of 
Ancyra is described by the Ragusan government in a letter of August 11, 
1403, to Sigismund of Hungary, ed. Gelcich and Thalléczy, Diplomatarium, 
no. 92a, p. 123; his safe arrival home is likewise reported in a missive of 
August 23, 1403, ibid., no. 92b, p. 124. For interesting reflections of Stefan’s 
visit in the records of Pera, see lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 69-70. In all, 


then, Manuel would rightly want Stefan on the Byzantine side in any con- 


certed Christian action. Cf. Stanojevié, 440-441. : 

147. Lampros chron., 151; cf. Bo. ye. No. 47, p. 82, Il. 65-67; Iorga, 
Geschichte, 351-352; Jiretek, Geschichte der Serben, Il, 146-147; Wittek, 
“De La Défaite,” 21. Kosmidion is a suburb about 1 kilometer or so from 
the walls, along the Golden Horn. 

148. According to Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkd, I, 163-164, ed. Bonn, 174, 
Suleyman made more territorial concessions to the Byzantines to hold their 
support, while they at the same time warned him against losing himself in 
his excesses. Cf. Muralt, p. 790, no. 5, and Hammer, I, 348-349, trans. 
Hellert, I, 142-143. Konstantin the Philosopher also reports (ed. Jagi¢, 279, 
300, ed. and trans. Braun, 21-22, 41-42) Suleyman’s love for wine as his 
downfall. 

149. Cf. Wittek, “De La Défaite,” 18-19, 20-22, according to whom Suley- 
man’s friendly attitude toward the Christians had alienated the powerful 
Ghazi elements in Rumelia, who sought only continuance of the Ghaza, or 
holy war against the unbelievers. Musa was thus able to appeal to this dis- 
affected and strong group and to dissolve the weak position of his brother. 
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286 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Turkish investment. While this new siege could hardly have been 
as severe as the former one, it still posed a threat to the city. We 
have no way of knowing exactly how long it lasted.1** But, with 
the hélp of their fortifications, the Byzantines were able to fight 
‘off the Turkish assaults." For a time the situation seems to have 
reached something of a stalemate. But its outlook could hold 
much danger, and at this juncture it was diplomacy that had to 
be brought to bear. The Venetians, of course, ever anxious to 
have the Levantine cauldron simmer down, had their own brand 
of trimming diplomacy.*** Manuel’s diplomacy, however, was of 
sturdier quality. 


154. Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 167, ed. Bonn, 178, and the Chron. 
Barb. 111, 48, maintain that Musa arranged a truce with the Byzantines, 
and gave them as a hostage one of the younger sons of Bayazid, named Isa 
(‘Inoots or ’Eoat). But other evidence seems to rule out any possibility 
of such a truce, and the reference to a hostage is perhaps a confusion with 
Suleyman’s presentation of them: see above, n. 88. On questions of terrritory 
seized by Musa, see Vakalopoulos, “Les Limites de empire byzantin,” 61-62. 

155. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 127-128, ed. Bonn, 92-93, describes heavy and 
valiant fighting. Once these early and violent states of the siege were ended, 
‘however, the Byzantine situation seems to have been relaxed enough to allow 

“for ready access to the city. We have reports of the ceremonious reception by 

Manuel and the ecclesiastical authorities of Matthios, the Bulgarian Patriarch, 
“during the war of Sultan Mohammed I with his brother Maoh tadamh” 
which was actually to develop in earnest shortly: Gelzer, “Der dere: 
gefundene Kodex,” 100-102; Iorga, “Une Inscription grecque,” 12. In addi- 
tion, Manuel was free enough from pressing concerns at this time to write 
a gracious and trivial letter to the Mamluke Sultan of Egypt, accompanying 
a gift of five hunting falcons: Délger, Regesten, no. 3328, pp. 97-98. This 
letter is reported to have reached its destination on June 25, 1411 (the 27th 
of the month of Safar in the year of the Hejira 814). A description and a 
French translation of this letter are given by H. Lammens, “Correspondances 
diplomatique entre les Sultan Mamlouks d’Egypte et les puissances chré- 
tiennes,” Révue de l'Orient chrétien, 9 (1904), 359-362. 

156. On June 4, 1411, after they had voted to strengthen some of their 
naval forces in the Levant, the Sapientes discussed instructions to. their 
agent to contract a treaty with Musa on lines similar to those of the previous 
one with Suleyman. It was decided that, if no such compact could be settled, 
the Venetians might then discuss the possibility of joint action with Manuel 
against the Turks. Aware even this early of the possible fluctuations of events, 
the Senate made provisions for the eventuality that Mechmed might already 
be the “Lord of Grecia”; and, perhaps not without a sense of humor, the 
Senate ordered additional letters to be drawn up with the name of the 
Turkish ruler left blank, to cover any eventuality: Iorga, Notes et extraits, 
I, 196-199; cf. Thiriet, Régestes, II, nos. 1423 and 1422, p. 100. On June 7, 
1411, the Senate took note of progress in uegutiavions with Musa: Thiriet, 
no. 1494, p. 101. And, indeed, a pact was concluded with Musa on August 
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The elimination of Suleyman had left only two survivors in the 
power struggle. It was inevitable that they should clash sooner 
or later. Manuel could not fail to grasp the fact that an alliance 
with the natural interests of Mechmed was his own trump card 
at this point. Messages were sent to the Anatolian Sultan offering 
Byzantine alliance and support against Musa.**’ Mechmed saw 
his own advantage as clearly as Manuel saw his, and agreed. 
Thus, the third of Bayazid’s four contending sons came to Con- 
stantinople to draw upon Byzantine assistance. Anatolian forces 
were brought across the Straits in Greek ships. But Mechmed 
had underestimated his task. In the first encounter with his 
brother, in July of 1412, he was defeated.*** Mechmed returned 


12/September 3, confirming the treaty of 1406 with Suleyman: Italian text, 
Thomas, Diplomatarium, 302-304, and Iorga, 200-202; Italian summary, 
(Predelli) Commemoriali, III, p. 354, no. 137 (cf. also ibid., pp. 354-355, 
nos. 138 and 140). As a result, Venice was embarrassed when Manuel used 
a Venetian ship to transport to Thessalonica the Serbian prince Giorgio 
Brankovié, who had deserted Musa (cf. Iorga, Geschichte, 355; Jiretek, 
Geschichte der Serben, II, 149). Hence, on March 7, 1412, the Senate felt 
obliged to report the matter to Musa, though it was agreed to leave Manuel’s 
name out of the report: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 205; Thiriet, no. 1444, 
pp. 104-105. Indeed, Venice’s diplomatic attention now had to be shifted to 
dealings with the Emperor. On May 5, 1412, the Senate heard complaints 
from a Byzantine envoy. Among these complaints (including one on the 
perennial dispute over the Kalopheros inheritance), the Emperor protested 
that the Venetians should be seeking to make peace with Musa while that 
prince was before the walls of the besieged Byzantine town of Selymbria— 
a reference to the signing there of the treaty of 1411 or to new negotiations? 
The Senate drily replied that the Turkish ruler must be sought where he was 
to be found and added the mealy-mouthed claim that these negotiations with 
Musa were designated to help bring about peace between him and Manuel: . 
Thiriet, no. 1453, p. 106; cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3332a, p. 98. By this 
time also the Senate was aware that the treaty with the Emperor needed to 
be renewed. On May 15, 1412, an ambassador was chosen to conduct the 
negotiations: Iorga, 206; Thiriet, no. 1454, p. 107. Only on May 22 were 
provisions arranged for the ambassador’s departure: Thiriet, no. 1461, p. 108; 
Torga, 209. And, on July 22, 1412,.the ambassador received his instructions 
for negotiating the treaty renewal::Iorga, 209-210; Thiriet, no. 1463, pp. 
108-109. As it happened, the renewal was accomplished with remarkably 
little delay or haggling, on October 31, 1412: instrument text, Thomas, 304; 
cf. (Predelli) Commemoriali, III, p. 361, no. 161; also, Délger, Regesten, 
no. 3333, p. 98. The dispute over Tenedos | was apparently left dormant by 
this time. 

157. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3330-3331, p. 98. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 129, ed. 
Bonn, 93, portrays Manuel’s decision to call upon Mechmed as a result of 
the revulsion and anger over an atrocity committed by Musa’s Turks against 
a son of the diplomat Nicholas Notaras. 

158. Contrary to other sources, Ducas, ed. Grecu, 131, ed. Bonn, 94-95, 
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5. The Final Struggles, 
1413-1425 


The end of the Turkish civil wars, with the final triumph of 
Mechmed I in 1418, at last brought a seemingly stable peace 
_ to Byzantium. Manuel was now sixty-three years of age, an old 
‘man by most standards, yet still active and vigorous withal. He 
had been Emperor in his own right since his father’s death for 
twenty-two years. It had taken all of these twenty-two years of 
humiliation and toil and struggle and trial for Manuel to bring 
his realm into an era of honorable peace and relative prosperity, 
in spite of the continued existence of Turkish power. With the 
advent of peace at last, the Emperor might well tum to the 
internal needs of Byzantium, now that this peace had given him 
sufficient freedom. 

Manuel and Byzantium had much need of this interval of re- 
pose, to lick wounds and io go about restoring strength as much 
as was possible. Though its territories had been slightly enlarged 
as a reward of Manuel’s diplomacy, the Empire was still but a 
wretched shadow of the past, and a travesty of the very preten- 
sion of Empire. The capital itself, the battered head of a 
shriveled and almost nonexistent body, had been ravaged 
further by the hardships of sieges and warfare. It has been esti- 
mated that the population of Constantinople during the fifteenth 
century was as low as between 40,000 and 60,000 people, though, 


1. A. M. Schneider, “Die Bevélkerung Konstantinopels m XV. Jahr- 
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the figure must have been even smaller in the early years of the 
century during and after the Turkish attacks. 

The effects of such ruin and depopulation were easily visible 
and readily commented upon. In a document we have elsewhere 
had occasion to examine,’ the Patriarch Matthaios remarked 
upon the dreadful condition of the capital about the year 1401, 
during Bayazid’s siege. He reflected upon the evils that had 
“brought on the disfigurement and desolation of all this great 
city,” and he noted further that “the former beauties of this great 
city—once a paradise of luxury—have now become as a plain of 
destruction.” The Patriarch’s explanation for such woes was the 
sinfulness of his people and the wrath which they had drawn 
upon themselves from God. For his purposes, economic and 
political realities were not pertinent. 

On a broader perspective, however, at least some contem- 
poraries (and Westerners, at that) had a sharper eye for details. 
To document more accurately the ravaged state of Manuel’s 
city, we are fortunate that, among the various descriptions by 
travelers of this period, there are at least two which characterize 
its condition vividly. The earlier one is that of the Castilian am- 
bassador to Timur, Ruy Gonzdlez de Clavijo, who visited Con- 
stantinople in the autumn of 1408. His account of his stay there 
is long and rich in details, for he was obviously much impressed 
by this still remarkable city. But, in spite of his expressions of 
admiration and awe, an awareness of its evil times is made clear: 


. . . But, however large the city and the great circuit [of walls], it is 


not very well populated, for in the midst of it there are many hills and’ 


valleys on which there are fields of corn and vineyards and many 
orchards; and in what areas there are these said cultivated places 
there are houses, like as villages; and this is in the midst of the city. 
The most populated area is in the lower section, at the base of the 
circuit which runs close by the sea . 


hundert,” Nachrichten der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Gé6ttingen, 
Philologisch-historische Klasse, 1949, No. 9, pp. 233-244, especially pp. 
936-237. But note also the article by F. Dirimtekin, “1453 muhasasrasi 
esnasin da Bisans’ in niifusu” (“La Population de Byzance lors du siége 
1453”) in the Tiirkiye Turing ve otomobil kuruku Belletin Haziran (1954), 
no. 149, which is unavailable to me but which, according to a citation in 
Byz. Zeitschr., 47 (1954), 481, estimates the population in 1453 as not less 
than about 80,000. 
2. See pp. 208 ff. above for a complete translation. 
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. . . Moreover, throughout the city: of Costantinopla there are many 
large buildings—homes, churches, and monasteries—the most of which 
are entirely in ruin. So it appears likely that in another time, when 
the city. was in its prime, it was one of the noble cities of the world. 
And they say that in the present day there are in the city probably 
about a thousand churches, ranging from great to small... .8 


- Exactly a quarter of a century later, another Castilian visited 
the city and recorded similar conditions. Although Pero Tafur 
describes the city as it was in the autumn of 1487 and then early 
- in the following year, its circumstances must not have been much 
different from those of Clavijo’s time—certainly not any better. 
Tafur’s comments in this vein at three different points are brief 
but telling: 


... The Emperor [Manuel’s successor, John VIII] treated me with 
great affection and as a kinsman, and he desired greatly that I should 
remain in his country and marry there and settle down, and I had 
some thoughts of doing so in view of what I have related, for the city 
is badly populated and there is need of good soldiers, which is no 
wonder since the Greeks have such powerful nations to contend 
with... 
... The Emperor’s Palace must have been very magnificent, but 
now it is in such state that both it and the city show well the evils 
which the people have suffered and still endure... . Inside, the 
house is badly kept, except certain parts where the Emperor, the 
Empress, and attendants can live, although cramped for space. The 
Emperor's state is as splendid as ever, for nothing is.omitted from the 
ancient ceremonies, but, properly regarded, he is like a Bishop with- 
outa See... 
... The city is sparsely populated. It is divided into districts, that 
by the sea-shore having the largest population. The inhabitants are 
not well clad, but sad and poor, showing the hardship of their lot, 
which is, however, not so bad as they deserve, for they are a vicious 
people, steeped in sin. . . . On one side of the city is the dockyard. 


3. Ed. F. Lépez Estrada, p. 57, Il. 3-9, 14-20, in my own translation; 
cf. ed, Sreznevski, 87-88, and trans. Le Strange, 87-88. Shortly thereafter, 
Clavijo’s description of Pera presents a healthy picture, intentional or 
otherwise, of a contrast in bustle and prosperity. A portion of Clavijo’s 
description of Constantinople is quoted, in Le Strange’s translation, by J. Gill, 
“John VIII Palaeologus: A Character Study,” Studi bizantini e neoellenici, 9 
(1959), 152, or as reprinted in the author’s collection, Personalities of the 
Council of Florence, and Other Essays (New York, 1964), 104-105. 
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It is close to the sea, and must have been very magnificent; even now 
it is sufficient to house the ships. . . + 


From these two similar descriptions,® we can readily see to 


what depths the economy of the truncated Byzantine state had 
sunk, even if little survives in the way of precise figures and 
documents. The once-great commerce of the capital had flown 
elsewhere. The Latin interlopers, especially the Genoese and 
Venetians, had won such commercial advantages in the past that 
they had taken over almost entirely the trade that had once 
made Constantinople such a fabulously wealthy mercantile cen- 
ter. Its customs income was reduced to a mere trickle while the 
outsiders enjoyed all the profit. Meanwhile, the debased coinage 
sank lower and lower in value, beyond all redemption by the 
Byzantine state’s depleted metal reserves. Increasing political 
instability and wars restricted and ruined much vital trade. Even 
the very food supply system of the capital was on a precarious 
basis and frequently broke down. The economic exhaustion that 
had grown by the late fourteenth century thus went hand in 
glove with the further ravages of the Turkish advance, with its 
reduction of revenue-producing territories and with the great 
devastations from sieges of the capital, all to complete the abase- 
ment of Constantinople’s economic situation.® 


4. Quoted from the English translation revised and thoroughly discussed 
by Vasiliev, “Pero Tafur, A Spanish Traveller of the Fifteenth Century and 
His Visit to Constantinople, Trebizond, and Italy,” Byzantion, 7 (1932), 
75-122: the three passages are respectively on pp. 95, 111-112, and 113. 

5. Of the remaining principal travel descriptions of this time, neither 


Schiltberger nor Buondelmonti, nor even the later Bertrandon de la Broc- ° 


quiere, gives any real comments relevant here to the question of the city’s 
great decay. The second of these accounts, however, is interesting in that 
various manuscripts of it contain interesting and valuable miniature views 
of the city. (Two of them are included here as Figures 24 and 25; see also 
below, Appendix XXIV: C, 6, a and b.) A general survey of the various 
travel accounts of the city in Manuel’s lifetime and beyond, though with 
slightly different emphases and unfortunately omitting Tafur, may be found 
in J. Ebersolt’s Constantinople byzantine et les voyageurs du Levant (Paris, 
1918), pp. 46-60. In the same vein, see Zakythinos, Crise monétaire et crise 
économique 4 Byzance du XIII¢ au XV¢ siécle (Athens, 1948), 36-37. 

6. Little specific detail can be given for our particular period out of the 
context of late Palaeologan economic decline as a whole. For broad general 
surveys of this economic situation, see Zakythinos, Crise monétaire, 37f., 
40-43, and especially pp. 97 ff.; Heyd, Histoire du commerce du Levant 
au moyen dge, Il, 257 #.; G. Britianu, Etudes byzantines @histoire écono- 
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dicate, his efforts in his hopeless situation could only be stop-gap 
attempts to meet explicit minor problems. 

More to the point here, the surviving documentary evidence 
likewise gives no indication of any extraordinary increase in 
' Manuel’s devotion to internal problems during the period of 
- Mechmed I’s reign. To be sure, there can be no doubt that 
‘Manuel did turn his attention to internal affairs at this time. But 
it has unfortunately been all too common to assume that he did 
little more, regarding this time as one of rest at last; merely 
sweeping up the house after the party had ended, as it were. In 
the usual view, it is as if the reign of Mechmed was a period of 
such great tranquility for Manuel that he had little to fear from 
external factors. As we shall see, however, only when a detailed 
examination of this final epoch is made is it clear how false this 
common interpretation really is. 

The best initial demonstration of this fact may be found in an 
episode which is normally pointed out as an illustration of the 
traditional view. This is Manuel’s visit to the Peloponnesus in 
1415. Manuel’s stay there in 1408 had not been long enough for 
him: to accomplish what he had seen needed to be done. In view 
of the importance of the Despotate of the Morea to Byzantium, 
it was only natural that Manuel should have taken advantage of 
his new freedom to attend to affairs there. 

The story of the episode is long and intricate, with many dis- 
tracting preliminaries. Leaving his eldest son, the future John 
VIII, as his regent in Constantinople, Manuel sailed from there 
on July 25, 1414.° He did not proceed directly to the Pelopon- 


9. Sphrantzes, 1026B (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 99; ed. 
Bonn, 96), gives simply the month of July and states the year as 1413; this 
date was accepted blindly by Muralt, Essai de chronographie byzantine, 
p. 795, no. 7. In context the year is obviously incorrect. Fortunately, we have 
another source which enables us to correct the error, in the remarkable Satire 
of Mazaris. One part of this work is a fictitious letter, dated November 21, 
the ninth indiction (1415), supposedly written by the protagonist/author 
to his friend (Manuel Holobolos) in Hades. This letter gives a pricelessly 
valuable account of Manuel’s journey and of affairs in the Morea. In this text 
(ed. Boissonade, 177, ed. Ellissen, 242), the date is given as July 25 of the 
seventh indiction (1414), which fits the facts. (Mazaris also states that 
Manuel sailed “with one great ship and five triremes.”) This correction of 
Sphrantzes was pointed out by Loenertz, in his article “Epitre de Manuel IL 
Paléologue aux moines David et Damien, 1416,” Silloge bizantina in onore di 
S. G. Mercati (= Studi bizantini e neoellenici, 9, 1957) , 294-296. For proof 
of John’s presence in Constantinople as regent, see n. 23, and n. 87 below. 


The Final Struggles, 1413-1425 - 999 


nesus, however, for he had to make, two important stops along the 
way. The first was the island of Thasos, where there had been 
unrest and sedition for some time.’? When Manuel appeared 
upon the scene, the island was apparently being contested by 
Giorgio Gattilusio, a bastard son of Francesco II, the Genoese 
Lord of Lesbos. It took Manuel some three months and a siege 
involving “stone-throwing machines” to reduce all to his au- 
thority once more. What is both helpful and puzzling in con- 
sidering this incident is that we have a letter written by Manuel 
apparently to no. less than this very Giorgio Gattilusio while the 
latter was under siege by the Emperor: 


That you, then, behave foolishly in your own action is clear. For 
you would not be hazarding ventures beyond your merit were you 
capable of being moderate and, if you will, of knowing yourself fully. 
And that for those who have incurred this evil it is so great as to 
make it unnecessary to give them amy punishment beyond their very 
association with such suffering—the present troubles themselves 
demonstrate. For, the undertaking has become as Scylla and 
Charybdis for you, since you would be slain, I suppose, should you 
remain within. So you see that the citadel which you now occupy, 
after you seized it rebelliously, is utterly weak and not such as would 
resist both the machines without its gates and the continuity of the 
war. Yet, should you wish to come forth, under constraint of your 
troubles themselves, you would certainly be saved, indeed, but you 
would then live in unending shame. For which reasons you “set your 
mouth against heaven, and your tongue walketh through the earth” 
[cf. Psalm 78:9] and the expressions of a boaster have turned round . 
to the opposite for you. 


10. So says Mazaris, ed. Boissonade, 177, ed. Ellissen, 242. 

ll. Letter —’, ed. Legrand, 89-90, fully translated here. This letter 
raises many problems. The address in the manuscripts is not entirely certain 
for this letter and for the next one. The latter, Ea’, also supposedly addressed 
to the same person, is in quite a different tone. It is a brief but obscure reflec- 
tion on the difficulties which a ruler faces in making his decisions. Unless 
one regards it as a kind of message of consolation to the defeated and deposed 
“tyrant” Gattilusio, it seems difficult to believe that it was written to the 
same man as its predecessor. That Manuel should have written even one of 
these two, if not both, to Gattilusio implies perhaps a certain familiarity 
with the man, unless it is taken as some kind of rhetorical exercise, a hypo- 
thetical letter to fit the circumstances. It is placed among his letters as a 
true piece of correspondence, though it does follow another rhetorical dis- 
course which is really not a letter (v}’). Amid these questions, however, it 
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the Emperor’s own extensive reflections on it. It is addressed to 
two “hieromonachoi” (“priest-monks,” or celibate priests) named 
David and Damianos, whom the Emperor had apparently met 
during his dealings with monastic affairs in Thessalonica. They 
“had seen a literary work by the Emperor in progress at that time, 
-and they had requested a copy of it upon its completion. But 
‘Manuel’s great preoccupations had delayed his fulfillment of 
their request. And it was only later, presumably at the end of his 
sojourn in the Morea in late 1415 or early 1416, that Manuel 
was able to write this missive to the two “priest-monks” to 
apologize for his delay and to explain in detail the reasons for it: 


I know that this fruit of my exertions is come to you much past your 
expectations. The reason is that it has ripened late, inasmuch as the 
season has not provided it an atmosphere of proper climate. Thus, ac- 
cordingly, it has remained unripe for a long time. But, now that it 
has only just succeeded in escaping hindrance to its attainment of 
fruition, it would seem to fulfill its function; for no sooner has it 
matured than, in order that it may not become useless from over- 
ripening, it goes to you now as if on wings. And it is not necessary to 
marvel, I suppose, that the book was not completed more quickly; 
rather, that it was finished at all, even after a long time. For, as if by 
some signal, many troubles of all sorts have come upon me, and it is 
not possible to have any leisure. All of which factors it would take 
a long time to relate; but to pass over them all forthwith, on the other 
hand, does not seem proper, since I know that you are eager to learn 
the news about me. For all these reasons, then; it is necessary to 
make clear to you in moderate length some of the events befallen at 
this time. 

Well then, when we were not yet near to setting sail, the pre- 
liminaries were so ominous as to make us foresee that our journey 
would go on in like fashion. Which has, indeed, fully come to pass, 
even if it ended otherwise, at length, for the benefit of us who fare 
well in God’s scale of judgment. So, that rough outbound voyage was 
not only of great length, but it was also not free of storms, nor was it 
either devoid of thunderclaps echoing in our ears—an ill-omened 
sound!—and of continuous bolts of lightning constantly dashing in our 
eyes, together with furious rainstorms and snowstorms in some places. 
All of which things, coming together all at once then, penetrated to 
the depth of our souls and instilled a trembling in our hearts, and 
wholly alarmed and confounded us—indeed, just as those experienced 
of these conditions understand perfectly. At other times, also, other 
winds blew by turns from all directions. And these winds, setting 
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upon our ships with such a frenzy—if we may describe it so charitably 
—and, upsetting us in an instant, were threatening us -with a terrific 
shipwreck in the midst of the sea. Thus, waves were stirred up, rising. 
in crests over the decks of the ships—a fearful thing to be seen, to be 
sure, if one endured even to look at them; but a yet more fearful thing 
to be heard, since they were producing a monstrous din to our ears by 
their dashing one after another against the ships. Indeed, it threat- 
ened, almost as if it could speak with a voice, to sink the vessels with 
all hands. To tell the whole story, the voyage was just the sort. of 
thing to tear out our best hopes by the roots. Accordingly, as no one 
was free from these fears, it made me, as you can imagine, go ashore 
in the harbor still atrembling. 

These, then, were the initial aspects of our departure. But those 
after the trip were of the same kind. Now, one fact alone suffices to 
disturb and to disquiet exceedingly the reflections and the thought 
of every ruler whatsoever: I mean the need at a given time for as 
much money as possible~in the absence of which “nothing can be 
done that is needed,” as the Orator said [Demosthenes, Olynthiac I, 
20 (15); cf. n. 15 below]—while there is at the same time little wealth 
within our borders, and not so much as would strain the hand of him 
who carries it off. What may one say of what came thereafter? For, 
my troubles on behalf of the common good are like unto blizzards; 
and before all of them is that very task which seems to most people 
entirely endless: J mean the fortification of the Isthmus so that, with 
the aid of God’s grace, we may favor all those dwelling therein with 
freedom from fear. In comparison with these concerns, what flood of 
woe could one not demonstrate as but a fair tranquility? 

These factors, then, and such like them, and also—as the capstone 
of our ills—the stubbornness and ingratitude of some by no means 
granted me any leisure. At that time, moreover, the general emer-- 
gency occupied all my attention. So how would it be possible, when 
one is enmeshed in so many and such great problems, to arouse one’s 
reflections readily to another matter? In truth, however, something 
else was added, something most bitter and enough to cripple in pro- 
duction of words, I think oné might say, the intellect of even a 
Demosthenes and a Plato. For, from those who ought to acknowledge 
the greatest debt there came plottings and deceits. How may one 
speak of the manifold variety of such machinations which were 
fabricated against us by them? Thus were they making proper repay- 
ments to me, both for their deliverance from their dangers—since they 
were “on a razors edge” as their perils hung over them, and their 
cities were in danger of being devastated by the first onslaught of 
their enemies—and also for those blessings which they were now able 
to enjoy bounteously. 
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worships” may eagerly be lusting. So it would appear that they 
thought it plain nonsense, as they had been partners in reckless 
sinning, now thus to become partmers in remorse, and to be held in 
constant dread of the discovery of some previous murder contrived 
- “against a brother who had done no injustice. Wherefore were they 
so out of their minds? I proceed now to explain. In long-standing 
' maliciousness and in not wishing to withdraw from their customary 
extravagances, quite forgetting themselves, indeed, they rush head- 
long to their folly. Naturally! For, it is common that the majority of 
physical manifestations in nature change for the worse, and especially 
whenever something reaches its highest peak of condition, as the 
Physician says, philosophizing about good health. Thus, there are 
perils in being at a high pitch of condition, since our systems are not. 
able to be at rest, nor to remain in the same state, nor, indeed, to ad- 
vance whenever they have reached the utmost limit itself [cf. Hip- 
pocrates, Aphorisms I, iii]. Well and very soundly was this said by that 
wise man. For, if in any of our affairs there comes a point where it 
is not possible to progress, and where yet at the same time it is not 
possible to stay still, it is obviously necessary to move backward, and, 
in some cases, to change to the opposite course. 

Perhaps some will seek to learn yet more clearly the pretext for 
such folly and how they seemed to become blind, they who certainly 
seemed to be even more clever than Themistocles at understanding 
expediency. One thing was the cause of all: their desire that they not 
be within those walls—those on the Isthmus, I mean. This was a 
genuine trap for them, since it allowed them not at all either to 
practice any further their former knavish tricks or to display their 
loyalty to the Despot merely to the extent of paying him lip service 
instead of by deeds. Rather, it forced them to confirm in their actions 
what they professed. Now, to be sure, doing this tilted the scale in 
favor of the Despot. And naturally they were not fond of their 
chastener. For, he who does not wish to be good comes to hate some- 
one who does not allow him to be evil. And he who forces toward 
goodness one who is not naturally so disposed would, of course, also 
gladden the latter were he to die. For these reasons, then, they did not 
recognize as their real enemies those who were, in the fashion of 
wolves, with their mouths agape after them; nor were they mindful 
of the evils which they had experienced at their hands, nor did they 
heed counsels which were of themselves fully persuasive, and which 
were of the best possible guidance under the existing circumstances— 
by which we could perceive the future. Wishing, then, to exchange 
not one of their former opinions for a better one, they all but invited 
their own destruction, as if they were despisers of their own pros- 
perity. For anyone willingly to act in such fashion, in which it is 
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impossible to escape evil consequences, is little less than thé same as 
hating one’s prosperity. On behalf of these men not even their be- 
getters would intercede. As for these men, then, who were malicious’ 
from their folly—if it is better not to say it the other way round [a 
pun on xaxordes é& etnSetag]—God was not disposed to approve of 
their judgment, but He humbled their empty presumption and their 
pride in their shameful deeds; and He both made them become more 
moderate and caused those who admired them to change their tune. 

These things, to be sure, are as they ought to be. But one should 
now be gracious to them. And well do I know that this will be so, 
since I judged them with kindness when imposing this justice. What 
is left now is to speak also about the remaining group, for whom it 
seems right that there should be exoneration. After all, toward this 
group—hitherto greatly discontented, yet, with some reason—I be- 
lieve it is fitting not to be bitter. For, we ourselves were not beyond 
uncertainty and were not very confident about the outcome of our 
activities. Therefore, on behalf of these men, who were stricken, not 
without reason, by the seeming endlessness of the construction and, 
for many reasons, by the uncertainty of its termination, and who fol- 
lowed us in spite of this and worked together with all their might, 
there should be some defense, as I have proposed. And if to some this 
seems perhaps to be a transgression, yet, accordingly, upon more 
precise examination it would probably be found the best way to deal 
with our object—I mean, of defending their slowness. What seems a 
transgression in this matter will not, I believe, prove to be so. It will 
do no harm to object if I speak in defense of others: indeed, their 
defense will also be my own exoneration, no less than if my speech 
has been made on behalf of them alone. For this is just as it is with 
those who burn incense, since they are themselves the first to enjoy the 
smell of the odiferous fumes. After all, in that time and situation, their © 
fearfulness should not be beyond forgiving, since circumstances then 
were delicately poised in the divine scale, while there were‘such dif- 
ficulties among them as to banish altogether any optimistic hope from 
every heart, and to lead to the conclusion that anyone who had a 
hand in this venture would immediately experience evil consequences. 
For, the steepness of the task was such that it required no less than the 
hand of the Creator of All. Perhaps one should say rather “the magni- 
tude of the task,” or probably even both, so terribly difficult and fear- 
some a thing was it to undertake. But there was a need for speed in 
this matter; and of how much I will reveal. 

One particular sentiment was inherent in all, and this same resolu- 
tion was extended throughout: that, “since at last, beyond expecta- 
tion, a certain foundation of the structure has been laid, what re- 
mains is to proceed, vying with the ever-flowing streams, and never 
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disorganized hyperbole—it is ‘possible to study this episode in an 
entirely new light. 

After the stormy beginning of his voyage, Manuel proceeded 
on, his.course, stopping at Negroponte, where the Venetian bailo 
‘received him ceremoniously.** The Emperor at length reached 
.the Peloponnesus on Good Friday, March 29, 1415, at the port 
of Kengchreai on the Saronic Gulf, some four or five kilometers 

from Isthmia.2’ The particular port of debarkation is noteworthy. 
That Manuel should go there instead of to a port with closer ac- 


16. On April 24, 1415, the Venetian Senate approved of the reception 
and ordered reimbursement for its expenses: text, Sathas, Documents 
inédits relatifs ad Vhistoire de la Gréce au moyen dge, ITI, no. 660, p. 110. 
Cf. Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec de Morée, I, 168; Miller, The Latins in the 
Levant, 877. But, for all the polite formalities, the Venetians were uneasy 
about the presence of the Greek Emperor in the Peloponnesus. On June 11, 
1415, alarmed over the loyalty of its Greek troops in Coron and Modon as 
a result of Manuel’s proximity, the Senate gave orders to reorganize its forces 
there, eliminating this doubtful element: text, Sathas, IIT, no. 664, p. 113; 
cf. Thiriet, Régestes des délibérations du Sénat de Venise concernant la 
Romanie, II, no. 1578, p. 135. Cf. also Miller, The Latins in the Levant, 
377; Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec de Morée, I, 172. 

_. 17. Sphrantzes, 1026B (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 111; ed. 

Bonn, 107), gives only the month. But the Bo. yo. No. 18, p. 35, Il. 4-5 
(in significantly similar wording), adds the specific date. Both sources name 
the port. Cf. Muralt, p. 798, no. 6. From other short chronicles Loenertz, 
“Epitre,” p. 295, n. 2, derives an alternate arrival date of the following day, 
March 30. (Muralt, p. 798, no. 7, uses this March 30 date improperly: see 
below, n. 31.) See also Loenertz’ Chron. br. mor., no. 25, p. 407, and his 
translation and commentary, pp. 429-432. Iorga, Notes. et extraits, I, p. 233, 
n. 1, cites a source (still in manuscript in Venice, according to him, p. 122, 
n. 3), which reports that Manuel came with four galleys and two other ships, 
bringing contingents of cavalry and infantry, with masons and machines of 
war. The last were presumably those used on Thasos, were to be used again 
in the Morea soon, and were perhaps finally mounted on the completed 
Hexamilion. Loenertz’ establishment of the dating of Manuel’s arrival, on 
the basis of the short chronicle texts, has been denied recently by G. Schiréd in 
his article “Manuele II Paleologo incorona Carlo Tocco despota di Gianina,” 
Byzantion, 29-30 (1959-60), 209-230. Specifically in pp. 217-223, Schiro 
develops a drastically new chronology on the basis of a misuse of Sphrantzes 
and the wholly untrustworthy Pseudo-Phrantzes and of an important (but 
here inconclusive) extract which he publishes (pp. 228-230) and translates 
(pp. 210-211) from a Cephalonian chronicle in Greek on the Toccos of 
Yannina. All the revelant sources, however, have been examined thoroughly, 
and Schiré’s theses have been completely rejected, in my own subsequent 
article, “On the Chronology of the Activities of Manuel IT Palaeologus in the 
Morea in 1415,” Byz. Zeitschr., 55 (1962), 39-55. More generally on Manuel 
in the Morea, see Khoury, “L’Empereur Manuel I,” 142. 
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cess to the heart of the Despotate makes it clear that he chose 
to use his time fully, at least at the beginning of his visit, for his 
principal aim. This aim, and the first of his tasks, was the con-’ 
struction of the Hexamilion, the wall across the’ Isthmus of 
Corinth. We have already seen that he had recognized the im- 
portance of this project and had contemplated execution of it 
during his visit in 1408.** This time he would not be put off or 
distracted, as he had been then. 

The fortification of the Isthmus was nothing new. The earliest 
barrier athwart it dated back to 480 3.c., during the Persian in- 
vasion of Xerxes. A subsequent palisade was erected in an un- 
successful attempt to block the invasion of Epamanondas in 
369 3.c., and in 279 s.c. there was talk of resorting to such a 
structure in the face of a threatened Gallic invasion. In Roman 
times a wall was erected in the reign of the Emperor Valerian in 
A.D. 253. It was only in the sixth century, however, that the wall 
across the Isthmus received its ultimate location and definition 
under Justinian, whose architect, Victorinus, raised an impressive 
structure extending from the Saronic Gulf to the Gulf of Corinth, 
terminating in fortresses at either end, with elaborate fortifica- 
tions along its course and a great fortress on the site of ancient 
Isthmia. Over the centuries this rampart had fallen into decay. 
Manuel’s task was not so much to build a new wall as it was to 
restore this earlier one (as Manuel himself notes at one point in 
his letter); it is still essentially Justinian’s wall that constitutes 
the bulk of its remains today.” 


18. See pp. 277-278 and n. 130 above. 

19. The fundamental study on the history of the Isthmian wall in Roman 
and Byzantine times is that by Lampros, “Ta telyn tot iodyov tis 
Kooivtov xata tots pésoug aidvac,” Néocg éMnvonvypov, 2 (1905), 
435-489, with additions in the same periodical, 4 (1907), 20-26, 240-243, 
and 5 (1908), 115-116. In this work Lampros has collected and discussed 
all the relevant source material. Note also the recent article by J. R. Wiseman, 
“A Trans-Isthmian Fortification Wall,” Hesperia, 32 (1963), 248-275, on a 
distinct structure which is dated to the attack by the Gauls in 279 B.C. 
The present remains of the wall lie southwest of the modern Corinth Canal 
on an irregularly parallel course varying from 500 meters to almost 2 kilome- 
ters in distance. Discussion of its present state and of some excavations done 
around it may be found in R. J. H. Jenkins and A. H. S. Megaw, “Researches 
at Isthmia,” Annual of the British School at Athens, 32 (1931-32), 68-89, 
especially pp. 69-79. Valuable comments on its history and present condition 
may be found in O. Broneer’s article, “The Corinthian Isthmus and the 
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314 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


construction work, Manuel wrote a letter, dated June 26, to the 
Venetian Senate about it. Only on July 23 next did the Senate 
send an answer, with apologies for its delay. In it the Sapientes 
extend’ -their congratulations to Manuel for his arrival in the 
Morea and especially for his construction of the Hexamilion, a 
work of great benefit to the area and to the Christians in general. 
They promise Venetian cooperation in Manuel’s activities in the 
Morea and also pledge the use of their galleys for the voyage 
of the Emperor or any of his sons to or from Constantinople.** 
And on the same date (July 28, 1415), the Senate followed up at 
least one of these promises with an order to its commanders in 
the Morea. This order was that, if the Turks should attack and 
attempt to destroy the newly constructed Hexamilion, the Ve- 
netian forces were authorized to aid the Greeks, should the Em- 
peror request this help.” 

The Hexamilion figured in further dealings with the Venetians 
when the Senate gave its answers to a number of requests by 
Byzantine ambassadors on September 23, 1415. The Emperor 
had taken care to give a detailed description of his new wall. 
But, in the process of building it, he had been obliged to lay 
such heavy impositions on the population of the Morea—a point 
inherent if not stated outrightly in his letter to David and 
Damianos—that many of these subjects had endeavored to escape 


und Forschungen zur byzantinische-neugriechische .Philologie, 32, Athens, 
1939), in general. A good extended discussion of Plethon’s ideas on these 
matters may be found in H. F. Tozer’s article, “A Byzantine Reformer,” 
Journal of Hellenic Studies, 7 (1886), 353-380 (save that, on pp. 355-356, 
Tozer seems to make the impossible suggestion that Manuel actually built the 
Hexamilion on the basis of nothing more than Plethon’s suggestion). See also 
F. Massai, Pléthon et le Platonisme de Mistra (Paris, 1956), especially pp. 
83 f.; and Miller, The Latins in the Levant, 378-383; and, most recently, 
Vakalopoulos, ‘Iotogia tot véou édAynviopot, I, 172-180. Note also J. 
Dridseke’s article, “Georgios Gemistos Plethon,” Zeitschrift fiir Kirchen- 
geschichte, 19 (1899), 265-292, especially pp. 272-278. 

23. Délger, Regesten, no. 3351, p. 102. Text in Lampros, “Ta tetyn,”’ 
461-462; cf. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 232-233; Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 
1583, p. 186. The deliberation also refers to messages being sent to Manuel's 
son (i.e. John VIII), who is in Constantinople: see n. 87 below. The text 
describes the latter as “illustrissimus genitor vester,” which, as Iorga, p. 233, 
n. 1, points out, is probably a scribe’s error; for genitor we should doubtless 
read filius. 

24, Text, Sathas, III, no. 668, p. 116; and Lampros, “Té telyn,” 
466-467; cf. Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1583, p. 136; on the significance of 
this suspicion that the Turks might react with force to the building of the 
Hexamilion, see pp. 318 £. below. 
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them by fleeing to Venetian territory. Manuel requested the re- 
turn of at least some of these fugitives, and Venice granted this 
much of the request; at the same time it arranged for the 
return of Greek refugees to Venetian lands from the Turkish 
sieges (by Musa) of Constantinople and Thessalonica. And, 


. among other matters, the Senate also reaffirmed its promise to 


Manuel of escort for himself or his son (John VIII) from the 
Morea to Constantinople or vice versa.”* 

But Venice reacted differently when Manuel pressed questions 
concerning the Hexamilion more closely. When the Imperial 
ambassador Nicholas Eudaimonoioannes, or Evdaimonoyannis 
(“Nicholao de Monoiani”), brought before the Senate a number 
of Byzantine proposals, one of them was a request that the 
Venetians, who had praised Manuel’s labor so highly, contribute 
to the expenses of the construction of the Hexamilion. This, now, 
was hitting a bit too close to home! On February 8, 1416, the 
parsimonious Senate reacted strongly, with protestations that 
their all-too-heavy expenditures on their other Levantine hold- 
ings could not permit them to contribute thus.** But at least a 


25. Délger, Regesten, no. 3352, p. 102. lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 239- 
240; Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1592, p. 138. For other matters in this delibera- 
tion, see p. 336 below. The impositions on the Moreotes for the maintenance 
of the Hexamilion continued to drive them to flight. Again, on June 11, 1418, 
the Senate heard Byzantine requests to return such fugitives: text, Sathas, 
Ill, p. 177 (of no. 731); cf. Thiriet, no. 1697 (6), p. 165. See also below, 
n. 26, and n. 91. 

26. Délger, Regesten, no. 3354, pp. 102-103; text, Lampros, ‘Ta tetyn,”’ 
465; cf. lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 243; and Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1599, 
p. 140. For other matters in this deliberation, see below, pp. 324, 335, 336, . 
and also n. 80. Again, on June 11, 1418, when the question of Venetian help 
in the defense of the Hexamilion was raised, the Senate once more begged 
off on the grounds of heavy expenses elsewhere: [lacking in Délger;] text, 
Sathas, III, p. 179 (of no: 731); cf. Thiriet, no. 1697 (12), p. 165; see also 
n. 90 below. When Venice finally did consider positively any role of its own 
in the defense of the rampart, it-was on terms that would be to its own 
greedy advantage. On July 22, 1422, the Senate discussed the question of 
bearing some of the defense burden in relation to a demand for the cession 
of territory by the Despot to Venice: [lacking in Délger;] text, Sathas, I, no. - 
78, pp. 115-119; cf. orga, 322-323; Thiriet, no. 1849, p. 196. In the same 
vein again, on February 18, 1423, when asked to join in defending the wall, 
the Venetians agreed to entertain the idea if they would: be given financial 
support by the Moreote barons and would also be given the possession of 
the stronghold and territory of Corinth: [lacking in Délger;] text, Sathas, I, 
no. 83, pp. 126-217; cf. Thiriet, no. 1870, p. 200 (see also p. 371 below). 
On this subject in general, see also Miller, The Latins in the Levant, 170- 
171, 192-196. 


pue sorureue poyeajap Jo seo} pue sioBuy oy} YO Su Fo ‘eruooeyT] ursy Nos 
Jo sajolueyy oy} Buoure ‘AyMbyyue 07 yoeq Sunep ‘SorloryoXoor payyeo wiojsno 
sholeqieg & SPA GND 0} 9AOI}S aNUR YOIYA sosnqe ey} Suowy ‘(GIFT ‘OE 
yoreyl o}ep oy] Bursn Afusxeystur Aq omyoS Sunedionue) y ‘ou ‘gg, ‘d Fyemyy 
‘Jo ‘Aqeomproeds suoneyzodep yzoda1 0} eommos ATUO 84} St “PET “uUog “pe ‘EZT 
T ‘oyzed “pe ‘seApuoooreyD “(03-633 ., PUOLOOMT sfonueYA,, “EMYOg “pa) 
gporuorgo uvrucjeyder ayy Aq poyssord emjord oy} yy oo1se AjoBre] yoru 
SULIA} UT ‘suBTedured s jonuey, UO sy rauUIOD “(ZG _‘ABO[OUOIYD EY} UC, “Tex1eg 
Ul ‘SUBN) CPZ-PPS “Uassy[A “Pe ‘OSI-BLI “opeuosstog “po ‘strezey “Ze 
‘uIet} peurjdrosip pue way} pezies enueyy }ey} pue von 
-ON.|SUOD 9} 0} 9INGINUOS 0} pasnjar suoyoip 9y} yey, BUIAIeSqO Aq Wey} 2 
yary ynq ‘sentHsoy uedo jo Surmpou Aes “Eg ‘PTT “qivg ‘uo1yD oy} pue ‘PRT 
‘uuog “pe “ELT ‘I ‘ore “pe ‘se[Apucooopeyy ‘g¢p ,,‘WXys1 py, ‘sordurey 
‘LOT .{O]9IS aATX ne ssguucdojsg up emojsty] mmog,, pue ‘gz ,‘ontdy,, 
‘zy1aUs0'T {OL ‘I ‘0018 yoyodsaq a7 ‘souryyAyez ees Jeioues Ul ‘gP—EP 
 ABOTOUoIYD 984} UC,, ‘rayteg 99S :oUII} [eloues sures ay} jo “seal ye ‘10 
QUIES OY} SS2T IO GOW! ATUTe}190 JSOUITe 1B SYUAS OM} 9} PUB “BuUOIM ATs 
“SE WOT}eJOId1ayUT Sty} ING ‘sevIy JUoLeyIp 7e sopeq ezeredos om} UseMjoq se 
LZ ‘ON ‘OX “Og Ayes oy} UL poyoder opeq oY} pue seNTTHsoY esoy} useMjoq 
YsmBunstp 0} sjdureye oITyOS ‘sepnyye ose sirezeyy WoYyM 0} ‘soyMoaRIpA 
soureu pue snsauuodojag WieyNos oy} Ul eIUrpUR;Y }e ‘OBIS & IO ‘aT}Zeq B JO 
syeods (Q€3-63G ,,PUOIOOUT s[oNuURYL,,) poeyst{qnd sey garyoS Yop 3x9} 
gporuoryo ueruoyeyden ayy, Woy} Jsurese Autre osie] AIOA & Y}IM paoueApe,, 
jonuey. yey, sdes oy ‘oyep ou seats oy YBnoy ‘pue ‘epWeq oYToeds eB jo 
syeods ose ‘GPZ-ZPs ‘UaSsITH “P? “OSI-8LT “epeuosstog ‘pa ‘srrezeyy “J, ‘ou 
‘96, °c YTemy IOF WoIsnFUod Jo 9d.MOs ¥ OSTe ST 3X9} STUY “QITYDS IO0F aq 0} SVM 
H se §(CT-PT TI ‘LIg ‘d ‘seong jo uonrpe uuog 94} Jo pue oy} Je UONTpe oy} 
ur ‘10) p-€ ‘TT ‘OP ‘d ‘23 “ON UT AQue pojdnxt0o oy} UT oyep JOYA UoIsNTye 
ue st o10y} pur ‘Te ‘| ‘gg ‘d ‘gt ‘oN “OX “Og ayy Aq waar st oJep ONT, ‘TE 


ze PUR] W.I0]-OFIs 
94} 0} }soxX oUOS WYSNOIG seo] ye AST} “poezi[vet ssop}qnop ey 
se ‘juouvutied aq }OW prnoo sqimo sry jy “eye, sty Ur yno syurod 
ay YOryA. Fo oulos ‘she PTI Aloy} JO oulos UOpuLqe 0} WoT 
peo1oy pue sesso10} ey} peAoNsep ay ‘stey}O Joy sy ‘efdoun 
-uejstior) 0} poyiodep sy ettog ‘s}ue}UOOTeUE oY} IaAO Jonuey Aq 
ydumrr sAisioap B Weed eAeT{ 0} SUIBesS eULODINO [e1oUEs oY} Ng 
‘Burustedureo sAtsuaj}x9 pue soZers Surajoaur ‘puodeq pure CTPT 
jo Jauruns oy} Ysnorg} Wo pesserp suones1edo yong ‘s}ueuteTo 
Ajnxrun. esoy} Jo Soi ot ONpqns 0} ATULIy peAout yonueyAl ‘AIOJOIA 
sty uodn prey SuUIMOoTO. ,,"Weyxe}] puUe PeULIoO}s sea “elUIpURy 
ye ‘soymMoarypy ‘sjuesmMsur sy} JO auO jo ssot10fF ey} ‘snsou 
-uodojeg Wroyynos oy} UT vyeUTLeYy IvaN ‘ope UI FOAL trey} Jo 
qed ev ysvo] ye poysnso oy ‘CTPT ‘eT Atm uC ‘ed10F Ysurese ao10F 
‘sya PISSIp- ou} jour oy “WIAOT Surporeyy “oyejodseq, ey} ur wmolos 
sty JO yse} puooss at 0} AjeArsioop peu} so1edury pyo-rwed 
-oAY-AIXIS OY} ‘oBe ST] pore 7ety] ABr1oUS Ue YAAK ‘Pvdt[ BO} oUTKD 


LIS SOPI-SIPL ‘Sajsanigg [ou OYT, 


"BG-1g ,AdojouorgD 2y} UO,, ‘JeyxIeg ses 
‘osessed 94} fo Uorne[suBr & IO °SBG outdy,, *zy10U90'T ‘FO ‘teq} suoure 
S[eNpIAIpur Moy ev 0} AWOoIIpUl 10 AMoeMp siajer usAe pue ‘ssouaseq pue 
‘ssoussolyyey ‘opnyyeur Jey} soounouep AyroyIq pue ApUSWEyaA JOzLIM 
ey, “UoTpeqer uedo our No eyo1q pue YW AoNsep 0} pouszesmm ,syoredoy,, 
SSoppel 3q} “UOT[IUIeXe FT eu} pejzetdut0o Joradury ey} ree ‘yeT| Sa} e[ot 
osessed SIUT, ‘GpZ-ZPs ‘UOSSTTA “P? ‘OSI-SLI ‘opeuosstog ‘po ‘strezeyj 
Woy oBessed v Ur Yt YIM douKjUTenboe [euosied v sdeyied sysoBBns yorum 
‘opmgnye UO sroleduy oy} jo oYyos a[qeyreurer B ‘poapur ‘pue Joye, WMO 
SJonuURY Ul SUOTJOOS JURAVIOL OY} 0} JUOUIETdUIOD aTqQeNTeA B DALY OAM ‘COE 
‘OL “Y3IT 43 “YLT 10 ‘soyexroyduroyy ‘p9¢ *d Gunaay 
ay, Ut SUNIDT OY. “IOTTNN ‘TET ‘TI “9aue yjodsagq aT ‘sourgyAyez ‘jo SPT TT 
‘op ‘d ‘sordurey ‘pe “FOZIZ “ousIW ‘pe ‘uoynIC Josaung ‘jenueywl “Ez 
‘Moyeq Gag ‘d 28g “9g 
“MoTeq OE “d ‘Ty ‘U 9es ‘UO 
~eIOQTTOP SIq} UT S19x{VUN IeyIO IOq ‘QGT ‘d “egy ‘ou ‘TI ‘sajsazay You, ‘6Gs 
-8GZ ‘I ‘suo1yxa ya sajoN “eBI0T ‘POT “d ‘,9EE ‘ou ‘uaysaBay “IOBlOCl “1G 
ApPpmb sioyepl o-UoHoermsur usedo YIM pooey Jesu punojz 
woos io1eduy ay} ‘sxozz0ddns [eAoy, sty pue jonueyy Jo IOI0y 
ey} Of, ‘Wree pue iosue YM wey} pel[y snseuuodojeg sy} Jo 
asuejop Ot} JO Ffeyoq Wo APIATJOV [NJOoIOF sty pUe SIA s jonuEy 
"BOIOJN OY} JO store ssopsei oy} Aq pojussor ATIoWIG se snsou 
-uodojeg ey3 jo Ayiqeis pue AyLmMoes oy} Jo Burmeysuens Aue 
‘IeAoMOY ‘poos wouUIUIOD 9Y} Jo ssofpresoy “ureyd oymb ssurpooy 
SY oyYBUL aye] SITY Ur JsnSsrp pue IoLI0y Jo suorssordxe sjon 
-ueyy ‘wortsoddo yusporA Ayyenjzoe 90RF 0} GARY 0} MOT snoAdrId 
e1OU WAAd Ue svAd PT ‘YSNoUS peq sem doURIsISEL oAIssed FI Yung 
‘aye}0dsaq oy} Jo A10}1110} 
oY} WO eof 0} Woy} Jo AUeUL poonpuUr pry sajJoeloW oy} UO 
peord suapimq AAvoy oy} MOY Uses aAvY OMA SJUAUMOOP UeTOUS A, 
oy} WOIy puY ,,"2eIe oY} Jo esuejap oy} ur Surdjey jo esodind 
AIoA OY} IOF ToyZOIq sty Aq ‘ems oq 0} aed oSiey, Ur pepies 
useq pey oY ‘s}USteTa URTUBTY eT} WO AjeI 0} pey oy Yonut 
Moy yO sjurod Fosumry sF{ ‘eAoqe poye[sues Joye, Buoy, ey} Ur 
yysue] ye syvods oy YOM jo pury ey} Jo syoolqns sry wor uOH 
-tsoddo yj} joour 0} wry 0} yUoUNUTOddesrip 10}j1q ve Useq eAeY 
ysnur Ft “yse} SurIpring yeors sry Wo poioqe, Jo1eduiy ey} sy 
gg UOT[IWIXO}T SY} JO Vsueyep oy} 0} eNqLyUOD prnomM 
OYM sIstLIe}s9AA 0} sooues[nput [edeg jo soyueIeNs 94} PoAOAUT 
‘LIPL JO LOQUIOAON UI UOTBATO stoyRT oy Joie ‘A UNA odog 
(PIM. sjou}U0o js SjonuEy] Fo oto yey] pojoU oq osfe pynoys IJ 
ig YOR YSPIIN, Jo oseo 
UI [[VM oy} SUrpusyap UT syooI OT} ISISSe PTNOAA PT Jey ponue]] 
0} QOUBINSse SY BARB oJVUES OU) ‘ZTPT “GT Arenuel{ uo ‘1oye] read 


CSFI-IGEL ‘snBojoavppg IT anunyy 918 


318 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Thus, when Manuel sailed ‘from the Morea and returned to 
Constantinople in March of 1416,** he left behind him a Despotate 
more secure and stable and more settled internally than it had 
been, for many decades previously. His description, in his letter, 
of the blessings of the new peace there almost reminds one of 
Burgundy’s speech in Shakespeare's Henry V. To all appear- 
ances this might seem a good job of internal policy well done. 
At this juncture, however, we may return to the point raised at 
the outset of this chapter. Reflecting on the conclusion of Man- 
uel’s letter, we may well remind ourselves of what was, after all, 
the real purpose of Manuel’s visit to the Morea in 1415. He could 
not avoid involvement in the purely internal affairs of the 
Despotate, of course, and certainly would not have wanted to 
do so. But the extent to which he bore down on the restless 
archons was forced upon him to a great degree by these barons 
themselves. The real purpose of the visit actually had little to 
do directly with purely internal affairs, but was rather centered 
on one thing: the attempt to protect this important Byzantine 
realm from the threat of external invasion. By whom? Why, by 
“the hostile beast” (6 nolépios 6119), Sultan Mechmed himself, and 
his ravenous henchmen. 

This may seem, to those who cherish the old impression, a 
rather strong epithet for the man with whom Manuel was sup- 
posed to have enjoyed such allegedly blissful amity and peace. 
But we are well aware that, for all the officially peaceful relations 
between the Sultan and the Emperor, the Turks continued a 
hostile policy in Greece proper, if on a minor scale. We have seen 
already that Manuel and Venice foresaw a very real possibility 








dipping these trophies in the cups from which they drank their toasts. The 
panegyrists who claim that Manuel completely abolished these quaint mores 
are quoted and thoroughly discussed by Lampros in his article on the subject, 
“TO 80g tov pacyalispot naga tos pavidtaig THVv péowv aldvev,”” 
Néog éAnvouvijwv, 2 (1905), 180-186. Cf. Miller, The Latins in the 
Levant, 384, especially his comment: “In a land where stones were so 
plentiful and imperial officials so rare, the towers [i.e. of the archons’ 
fortresses] soon rose again, but this grim practice (pacyaAtoudc, as it was 
called by the ancients), is never mentioned again.” 

33. This date is given by Sphrantzes, 1026C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papa- 
dopoulos, 112; ed. Bonn, 108). The Emperor reported his arrival in his 
letter to King Ferdinand I of Aragon (see p. 334 below), dated March 25, 
1416, and presumably written very soon after the Emperor's arrival: cf. 
Loenertz, “Epitre,” p. 297. : 
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that the Turks might attack and seek to destroy the completed 
Hexamilion. Manuel maintains in his letter that the Sultan was 
aware of the intended project but did not object to it because he 
never really expected the Emperor to be able to carry it out. 
Therefore, says Manuel, the Sultan was furious when it was com- 
pleted, to the obvious detriment of Turkish interests, as a barrier 
to freedom of entry for his troops into the peninsula. And we 
have some possible evidence that Mechmed may very well have 
at least contemplated reprisals against Manuel for his accom- 
plishment.** Plainly, Manuel recognized the danger when the job 
was fully undertaken, as he makes clear in his letter. But it is 
also plain that he thought this effort to secure the safety of the 
Morea was worth the risk of offending the Turks and even of 
jeopardizing his accord with Mechmed. 

More important, we can see in Manuel’s letter something of 
his real attitudé toward that accord. We may discount perhaps a 
certain degree of the proper hyperbole of a pious Christian Em- 
peror, in converse with two holy men consecrated to the Faith, 
in order to rationalize his accommodation with the infidel Turk. 
But there is no escaping the decisiveness of Manuel’s position. 
He makes crystal clear that the Turkish professions of friendship 
were not taken very seriously. Their aims were still ultimately 
the same, in spite of a kind of “peaceful coexistence” for the mo- 
ment. When it suited their convenience, their old hostility would 
come forth openly once more. Peace with Mechmed could not be 
expected to be permanent or reliable. Thus, the current peace 
was merely a convenience, and Manuel could embrace it purely - 
as a means of gaining time and staving off disaster while seeking 
to do what he could to bolster and strengthen the Empire. 

It is true that the facade of amity was retained by both rulers. 
Certainly Mechmed, whatever may have been the possible re- 
prisals he may have contemplated, chose to preserve that fagade. 
Thus, if our information is correct, the Sultan even went so far 
as to go out from Gallipoli to meet the Emperor on his return 





34. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, p. 233, n. 2, cites a Venetian source which 
speaks of elaborate maritime preparations by Mechmed, which were reported 
as being intended for.use against Manuel in retaliation for his construction 
of the Hexamilion. How true this report may have been is difficult to ascer- 
tain, especially in view of the subsequent involvement of Turkish naval 
forces in a battle with the Venetians a few months later (see n. 72 below). 
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822 Manuel If Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


this point Chrysoloras, together with his nephew Jobn, became 
involved in the negotiations to’ settle the convening of the coun- 
cil. This contact with Sigismund apparently had nothing imme- 
diate to do with any direct questions of Sigismund’s sending aid 

. to Byzantium. But, in the person of Chrysoloras, Byzantium was 
thus actively involved in the council from the outset and was 

committed to at least a renewed consideration of the problem of 
union. When the council was convened in Constance in No- 
vember of 1414, Chrysoloras was present.*° Unfortunately, how- 
ever, the wise ambassador contracted a fatal illness, and on April 
15, 1415, the death of Manuel Chrysoloras abruptly ended both 
a noble, fruitful life, and, at the same time, the second phase of 
his long mission for his Emperor.* 


40. Ibid., 161-163; and Loenertz, “Les Dominicains byzantins Théo- 
dore et André Chrysobergés et les négotiations pour Tunion des églises 
greque et latine de 1415 A 1480,” Archivium Fratrum Praedicatorum, 9 
(1939), 12-15; also, Gill, The Council of Florence (Cambridge, 1958), 
20-21; and G. Beckmann, Der Kampf Kaiser Sigmunds gegen die werdende 
Welimacht der Osmanen, 1392-1437. Eine historische Grundlegung (Gotha, 
1902), 89 and 117. Note also the following general studies: A. Doren, 
“Zur Reformation Sigismundi,” Historische Vierteljahrschrift, 21 (1922), 

_ 1-59; O. Schiff, Kénig Sigmunds italienische Politik bis zur Romfahrt (1410- 

' 1431) (Frankfurt, 1909); E. Géller, Kénig Sigismunds Kirchenpolitik vom 
Tode Bonifaz IX. bis zur Berufung des Konstanzer Konzils (1404-1413) 
(Studien aus dem Collegium sapientiae zu Freiburg i. B., 7: Freiburg, 1901); 
H. Blumenthal, Die Vorgeschichte des constanzer Concils bis zur Berufung 
(Halle, 1897); and J. Aschbach, Geschichte Kaiser Sigismund’s (4 vols., 
Hamburg, 1838-45), especially Vol. I: Sigismund’s friihere Geschichte bis 
auf die Eréffnung des constanzer Conciliums. Material on the calling and 
beginning of the Council, and on Chrysoloras’ role, will also be found in the 
more general works cited in n. 48 below. See also Délger, Regesten, no. 3329, 
p. 98, on the unreliability of which, however, see Appendix XXI below. - 

Manuel Chrysoloras’ involvement in negotiations with Sigismund is referred 
to in a bull of Pope John XXIII of December 1414, quoted by the Religieux 
de Saint-Denys, XXXV, xl, Vol. V, p. 456: “de simul cum eis dilectum 
nobilem filium Manuelem Chrysoloram, militem Constantinopolitanum, ad 
presenciam ejusdem regis transisimus.” Curiously, that is apparently the only 
reference by this source to Chrysoloras’ great final journey to the West: cf. 
pp. 264-265, n. 112 above. On the activities of his nephew, John Chryso- 
loras, in this connection, see n. 66 below. 

41. Cammelli, Crisolora, 163-169; Loenertz, “Les Dominicains byzan- 
tins,” 15-17; Gill, The Council of Florence, 21 (who mistakenly speaks of 
the burial of Chrysoloras on March 15, 1415). On Chrysoloras’ death, see 
Vakalopoulos, ‘Iot. t. v. €AX., I, 316-317; ibid., 315-319, for comments 
‘on Chrysoloras’ career in general. Thomson, “Manuel Chrysoloras and the 
Early Italian’ Renaissance,” 81-82, argues that the scholar-ambassador’s 
conversion might actually have been encouraged and urged by the Emperor 


Manuel; and that there might have been a possibility that, had Chrysoloras 


The Final Struggles, 1413-1495 oe Bee 


But the untimely deprivation of Chrysoloras’ services by no 
means ended Manuel’s involvement with these activities. Indeed, 
this last epoch of Manuel’s life and reign witnessed his greatest 
surge of attention to ecclesiastical matters. Internally, Manuel 
seized upon an opportunity in 1416 to confirm and to extend the 
Imperial prerogatives and control over the Byzantine Church.* 
Even more important, however, was Manuel’s continued and 
seemingly serious involvement with the work of the Council of 
Constance and the projects for Church union. Even with the 


have the 
gesture of inter-Church understanding. As with some of: Thomson’s other 
ideas in this article, these are matters of pure conjecture, and cannot be 
taken very seriously, it seems to me. 

42. According to the account given by Sylvester Syropoulos, Historia 
Concilii Florentini (The Hague, 1660), II, i-iv, pp. 1-3, the Emperor fell 
into a difference of opinion with his old friend the Patriarch Euthymios 
and imposed his will while he was still absent in the Peloponnesus in 
1415. In retaliation, the Patriarch threatened what appears to have been 
a kind of Orthodox imitation of the Papal interdict. Fortunately, a severe 
dispute was avoided with the death of the Patriarch in the very month 
in which Manuel returned home, March of 1416: Sphrantzes, 1026C; Pseudo- 
Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 112, ed. Bonn, 108. (V. Laurent, “Les Dates du 
Patriarcat d’Euthyme II de Constantinople,” Byz. Zeitschr., 54 [1961] 329- 
332, has settled the date of his death on March 29.) Taking advantage of the 
vacancy on the Patriarchal throne, Manuel convoked a synod and pressured the 
bishops present into signing a confirmation in writing of the Emperor’s hereto- 
fore only vaguely traditional rights and privileges in ecclesiastical affairs, be- 
fore he would allow the selection of the new Patriarch (Joseph II). This incident 
has been presented and discussed thoroughly by I. K. Stephanides, in his article 
"'O dxgaios otatyds tHv oyécewv "ExxAnotas xal rodttelas tot. Butavtiou 
nal ta Gpeca axotekéouata avtod (1416-1439),” 'Ex. ‘Et. But. Zxovb., 
23 (1953), 27-30; cf. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3358-60, pp. 103-104. For - 
the parallel episode under Manuel’s father, John V, which paved the way 
for the 1416 incident, see V. Laurent, “Les Droits de ’empereur en matiére 
ecclésiastique. L’accord de 1380-1882,” Rev. des ét. byz., 13 (1955), 5-20. 

43. The course of Manuel's negotiations on the question of union is a 
long and intricate story. The most recent review of it is an excellent sketch 
by H. G. Beck in pp. 141-146 of his essay, “Byzanz und der Westen im 
Zeitalter des Konziliarismus,” in the collection Die Welt zur Zeit des kon- 
stanzer Konzils (Konstanzer Arbeitskreis fiir mittelalterliche Geschichte, 
Vortrige und Forschungen, 9: Stuttgart, 1965), 135-148. Prior to this, an 
outline of Manuel's dealings with the Papacy was given by a particular 
specialist in this period, Fr. Gill, in his article “Greeks and Latins in a Com- 
mon Council: The Council of Florence (1438-9) ,” Orientalia Christiana 
Periodica, 25 (1959), 265-267, reprinted in his collection, Personalities of 
the Council of Florence, and Other Essays (New York, 1964), 233-235. 
Subsequently, he has given an extended and generally excellent account 
of this course of events in his book, The Council of Florence, especially pp. 
20-39. I have not been able to obtain the work by A. N. Diamantopoulos, 
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Pursuing the promising prospects that had seemed evident at 
the Council of Constance, the Papacy was seriously intent wpon 
exploring this opening. In the coming years three Papal legates 
were ‘chosen: to be sent to the East to investigate the Orthodox 
-intentions and disposition. The first of them, Giovanni Dominici, 
the Cardinal of San Sisto, was delegated to this task early in 1418. 
But he died on June 10, 1419, en route by way of Bohemia, before 
he could really begin his mission.*° Meanwhile, Eudaimono- 
ioannes and his embassy began their return trip to Constanti- 
nople. They carried with them letters to Manuel, to his son John, 
and to the Patriarch, urging on them the pursuit of Church union. 

In ready response to these overtures the Emperor and Pa- 
triarch sent cordial answers, proposing a synod in Constantinople 
to study and settle the differences between the Churches. These 
replies were entrusted to John Bladynteros, who was sent back 
to the Pope. Martin V is reported to have responded in his turn, 
agreeing to the synod and promising to send a legate.** Actually, 
a legate had already been chosen, the second of the proposed 
Papal agents; for, on March 27, 1420, Piero Fonseca, Cardinal- 
Deacon of Sant’ Angelo, was appointed to the task. But the sub- 
sequent outbreak of hostilities between the Turks and the By- 
zantines blocked his dispatch, and so this second attempt also 
came to naught.” 


Raynaldus, Annales ecclesiastici, 1418, no. 17 (Vol. 27, p. 475); Syropoulos, 
I, v-vi, pp. 4-5. Cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3369, pp. 104-105; Loenertz, 
“Les Dominicains byzantins,” 30-31; Gill, The Council of Florence, pp. 22- 
24, 27-28; Muralt, p. 801, no. 5. On the Latin marriages of Manuel’s sons, 
see below, pp. 348-349. On the Hexamilion defense, see above, p. 316. - 

50. Gill, The Council of Florence, 23. 

51. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3374 and 3386, pp. 106 and 107; Syropoulos, 
Il, vii-ix, pp. 5-7; cf. Loenertz, “Les Dominicains byzantins,” pp. 31-32, 
42-43; also Gill, The Council of Florence, 28-30, and 32, who presumes 
that this second Papal letter to Manuel was carried by Eudaimonoioannes 
on his second return to the East, escorting the Latin princesses. A reference 
to Bladynteros’ second mission, which conveyed Manuel’s answer to the first 
Papal letter, is apparently to be found in an expense entry of June 10, 1421, 
by the government of Ragusa on behalf of “dominus Johannes Planti- 
derus”: Iorga, Notes et extraits, Il, 198-199. And on June 13, 142], the 
Commune of Florence wrote a letter to Pope Martin V, commending Manuel’s 
ambassador “Johannes Platinterius” to the Pontiff’s favor: text, ed. Lampros, 
TIod. xal [led., I (1926), 126. 

52. Gill, The Council of Florence, 30-31, 32-33; Loenertz, “Les Domini- 
cains byzantins,” 43-44. See Baronius-Raynaldus, 1420, nos. 27-28 (Vol. 27, 
pp. 508-509), for the Papal bull of August 21, 1420, calling for funds to 
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Meanwhile, however, Manuel was fostering talk of union him- 
self, although by this time the old Byzantine linking of the ques- 
tion of union with prior Latin commitments to military aid was 
beginning to emerge.®* But the expectations of the Pope were 
fanned anew by Eudaimonoioannes, who.had apparently been 
sent back to the West to bring home the two Latin princesses’ 
being sought as brides for Manuel’s sons.** Latin enthusiasm was 
still high. When the Turkish threat to Constantinople developed 
in 1422, Martin did his best to stir wp some Western aid for Man- 
uel.®* The Pope also made his third effort at sending a legate to 
Constantinople. This time he was successful. On June 15, 1422, 
Antonio da Massa, a Franciscan, was appointed as Apostolic 
Nuncio to Constantinople. He arrived on September 10 follow- 


support the projected journey of Fonesca to the East; cf. Gill, The Council of 
Florence, 31-32; Muralt, p. 805, no. 14. 

53. For this course of negotiations, see below, pp. 331 ff. 

54. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3378, 3380, pp. 106-107; Gill, The Council of 
Florence, 29 ff. Eudaimonoioannes is mentioned as apparently being in 
Venice on April 2, 1419, according to a trivial deliberation of the Senate 
of that date over allowing Manuel’s ambassador to export some timber from 
Venetian Crete to the Morea: Jorga, Notes et extraits, I, 290; Thiriet, 
Régestes, Il, no. 1734, p. 174. For this ambassador’s return voyage home 
and his role in the transportation of the Latin brides-designate, see p. 348 
and n. 95 below. Eudaimonoioannes appears again in Venetian references 
on February 26, 1422. He is then described as an ambassador of the Despot 
of the Morea (but in the Morea, and not in Venice) in the Senate’s complaint 
that Theodore II has broken promises made by his envoy: Iorga, p. 317; 
Thiriet, no. 1833, p. 193. Gill, The Council of Florence, p. 29, n. 3, cites a 
reference to the death of Eudaimonoioannes on November 1, 1423; cf. 
Mercati, Notizie, 478-479. If it is indeed true that he was the addressee 
of a letter of Cardinal Isidore, previously interpreted by one scholar as having 
been written to Manuel (see above, p. 192, n. 127), then Eudaimonoioannes’ 
knowledge of Western languages may have been very extensive: and his 
itinerary even more extended than our other sources indicate. At least one 
artistic memento of Nicholas Eudaimonoioannes survives to us. This is a 
richly embroidered epitaphios, a ceremonial covering used in the Easter rites 
of the Orthodox Church, donated by the ambassador in 1407. It is preserved 
in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London: a photograph of it is repro- 
duced in that institution’s publication Late Antique and Byzantine Art 
(London, 1963). : ; 

55. Baronius-Raynaldus, 1422, nos. 1-2 (Vol. 27, pp. 522-523), reports 
Martin’s messages to various Western rulers and quotes a message of encour- 
agement which the Pope sent to Manuel. (At the same time, the Pope sent an 
embassy to Manuel to try to induce him to make peace between his son 
Theodore II and the Archbishop of Patras: ibid., no. 3, pp. 523-524.) Cf. 
Muralt, p. 810, no. 10; and Gill, The Council of Florence, 37. See also 
below, p. 369, for the Pope’s continued efforts in the following year. 
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380 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


we were originally. And since this is nearly impossible, I am afraid 
that there would be an even worse schism; and, lo! we would then 
have been left naked to the unbelievers.*® 


ss As évents were to prove, John ignored his father’s shrewd if 
short-range advice. But nothing could indicate more clearly 
‘than this statement and its context the differences between the 
union policies of Manuel and his son and the basic conception 
itself of Manuel’s policy. 

Manuel’s involvement, in the last years of his life, in negotia- 
tions for Church union were little more than calculated dabbling, 
diplomatic fencings, as opposed to the earnest and determined 
efforts on.the part of John, then and thereafter. Their basic aims, 
after all, were the same: help from the West through the in- 
ducement of union. The important difference is that of approach. 
Personally, Manuel was little inclined to sympathy for union. It 
is true that in his earlier years he had pursued it during his Thes- 
salonian venture; but it is not known whether it was achieved in 
that attempt, and certainly the attempt was of no help to him,” 
in itself perhaps a lesson. Moreover, when we recall to what in- 
tensity and length Manuel was provoked by a small criticism of 
Orthodox tenets when he was in Paris,® it is obvious that in his 
personal views Manuel was zealously, if not fanatically, opposed 
to compromise with conflicting Latin doctrines. But there was 
far more than merely personal motivation here. As ever, Manuel 


58. Sphrantzes, 1046D-1047A. The translation by Gill, The Council of 
Florence, p. 30, n. 6, differs from my own partly because he has used the 
more elegant text of the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 177-178; 
ed. Bonn, 178-179 (cited incorrectly, however). Another English transla- 
tion, extremely free, may be found in C. Mijatovi¢’s Constantine, The Last 
Emperor of the Greeks (London, 1892), 24-25. Cf. also Ostrogorsky, History 
of the Byzantine State, 499; Berger de Xivrey, 178; and Walter, La Ruine de 
Byzance, 311. W. Norden, Papsttum und Byzanz (Berlin, 1903), virtually 
ignores Manuel's long relations with the Papacy, and he dismisses the 
Emperor in one pitifully small paragraph (p. 712), with a strained reference 
to this famous statement. It is noteworthy that Sphrantzes quotes this famous 
comment completely out of the context of Manuel's last years, and only as a 
kind of support for the historian’s own skepticism regarding John VIII's union 
policies later on. This fact may raise some question as to the quotation’s 
reliability. Regardless of Sphrantzes’ motives in giving it, however, there 
seems little specific reason to doubt his essential trustworthiness in reporting 
the details of the court life with which he was so intimately associated. 

59. See pp. 55-56 and n. 152 above. 

60. See above, pp. 192-193. 
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understood the real factors involved, at once the psychology of 
his own people and of those with whom they were dealing, and 
at the same time the true nature of the problem they faced. As 
John was to find out after the Council of Florence, his father 
had really been right. 

It is true that, at the outset of his negotiations with the Papacy, 
Manuel seems not to have renewed the former policy of his gov- 
ernment: to require military assistance from the West before 
union could be seriously undertaken. To some extent this silence 
may have been due to Byzantium’s less urgent immediate need 
as a result of the outward relaxation of emergency after 1402, and 
especially after 1418. But even before the death of Mechmed and 
before the outbreak of open hostilities with the Turks again, as 
we shall see, Manuel had revived once more this premise that 
military aid was the necessary collateral, if not an essential down 
payment, for any real chance of Church union. Again, the con- 
tinuity of Manuel’s policy, that of this late period from that of 
his earlier years, is obvious, regardless of the facade of peace 
with Mechmed. 

It is to the second plane of Manuel’s diplomatic activity in this 
epoch that we must turn for even more conclusive demonstration 
of the fact that the supposed period of peace and amity with the 
Turks at that time changed nothing of Manuel’s basic policies. 
This diplomacy is essentially secular, although its links with ques- 
tions of union are often confusingly intricate. But, to whatever 
degree one may choose to separate these planes, they. still run 
in the same direction, and they demonstrate our repeated point 
about Manuel’s real policy. 

Once again, the copious Venetian documents provide the bulk 
of our information. Many of them, of course, concern merely 
routine dealings between Venice and Byzantium. But many 


61. On December 6, 1416, the Senate considered the complaints of a 
Venetian merchant in Constantinople against Manuel: Thiriet, Régestes, II, 
no. 1632, p. 149. In the same vein, an even stronger complaint was made by 
the Senate on March 11, 1418, in a letter to Manuel protesting strongly some 
alleged mistreatment of Venetians in Constantinople and referring to specific 
incidents: Iorga, Notes et extraits, 1, 276; Thiriet, no. 1688, p. 163. (For 
more on this deliberation, see below, n. 111.) On July 21, 1418, the Senate 
answered a letter from Manuel dated May 31, evading the Emperor’s own 
complaints, on questions of Greeks captured by Venetians in the naval battle 
off Gallipoli (see below, n. 72), of alleged Venetian customs frauds, of dis- 
puted duties, and of alleged cases of rape of two Greek girls by Venetians 
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and sent by way of a homeward-bound Catalonian ship, Manuel 
expressed his delight over the news of Ferdinand’s promise. In 
passing, he informed the King of his own seizure of Thasos 
and: arrival at Thessalonica on his way to the Peloponnesus, 
' where he would look forward to welcoming Ferdinand person- 
. ally.** Needless to say, Ferdinand never came, and upon his re- 
‘turn to Constantinople, on March 25, 1416, Manuel wrote 
another letter to the King. He informed him of his own safe 
return home and archly asked the King what news the latter 
had himself. But this seems to have ended any real contact be- 
tween Aragon and Manuel. Ferdinand I died later in 1416, and 
his successor, Alfonso V, was too greatly interested in other 
projects to pay much attention to Byzantium. 

In this dearth of potential champions, therefore, Sigismund 
emerged once again as Manuel's leading candidate for military 
leadership against the Turks on behalf of the Empire. Sigismund 
himself had assured Manuel that he still had hopes of mounting 
a new military expedition against the Turks for the relief of the 
Balkan Christians.*° Hence, Manuel continued his efforts at me- 


. . 64, Délger, Regesten, no. 3343, p. 100; text, Marinesco, “Manuel II 
Paléologue et les rois d’Aragon,” 200-201; cf. ibid., 195-196; also, Cirac 
Estopafian, La unién, Manuel II Paledlogo y sus recuerdos en Espafia, 69-70. 

65. Délger, Regesten, no. 3357, p. 103; text of Manuel’s letter, ed. Mari- 
nesco, “Manuel et les rois,” 201-202; cf. ibid., 196-197; also Cirac Esto- 
pafian, La unién, Manuel II Paledgo y sus recuerdos en Espafia, 69-70. 
Before Manuel’s return, on March 3, 1416, a certain Constantine Raoul 
Palaeologus—apparently a kinsman of the young John VIII, then regent 
in Constantinople—wrote to King Ferdinand to assure him of John VIII's 
good will and to ask fulfillment of a previous promise, not of aid, but of a 
gift of some dogs: text, Marinesco, “Manuel et les rois,” 202-203; cf. ibid., 
197. This would seem to have been the last direct contact between the 
ruling houses of Byzantium and Aragon. The only currently known deal- 
ings of Manuel with Alfonso V were limited to the protests of a Byzantine 
ambassador, at Alfonso’s court in 1419, over alleged outrages of some Italian 
and Catalan pirates: Délger, Regesten, no. 3377, p. 106; Marinesco, “Contri- 
bution a histoire des relations économiques entre l'"Empire byzantin, la Sicile 
et le royaume de Naples de 1419 4 1453,” Atti del V Congresso internazionale 
di studi byzantini, I (=Studi bizantini e neoellenici, 5, 1939), 210. 

66. We have a set of three letters which Sigismund addressed to Manuel 
during the period 1411-14, which are edited by H. Finke in his collection, 
Acta Conciliit Constanciensis, I: Akten zur Vorgeschichte des Konstanzer 
Konzils (1410-1414) (Miimster, 1896). In the first of these (no. 111, pp. 
391-394), dated by the editor to May or June of 1411, Sigismund affirms his 
determination to renew his wars against the Turks, and stresses the impor- 
tance of and need for the union of the Churches. The second (no. 112, pp. 
394-399), dated to early 1412, includes some denunciations of his enemies 
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diation, in spite of the initial Venetian rebuffs. Even while he 
was busily occupied with his visit to the Morea, Manuel bore in 
mind this diplomatic aim. When the Byzantine embassy to the’ 
Council of Constance stopped in Venice, its leader, Nicholas 
Eudaimonoioannes, submitted to the Senate on February 8, 1416, 
a number of proposals, among them a renewed offer of mediation 
with Sigismund. This time the Senate was willing to accept the 
offer of Byzantine good offices, as long as the Hungarian King’s 
terms were reasonable.*” 


the Venetians, stresses again the question of Church union, mentions the 
possible involvement of the Polish King against the Turks, and makes some 
typically Western comments on the understanding of Manuel’s title as “Grae- 
corum imperator” against his own title of “Romanorum imperator.” The third 
(no. 113, pp. 399-401), dated with some question to the summer of 1414 
is in response to messages brought by Manuel’s ambassador, John Chryso- 
loras (Délger, Regesten, no. 3339, p. 99). In it, Sigismund expresses sym- 
pathy for the difficult situation of Constantinople; surrounded by Turkish 
hostility, and he reports the calling of the Council, soon to meet in Constance; 
after which, he hopes, he will be able to tum his attentions to aiding 
Constantinople. : 

Any further messages and assurances from Sigismund to Manuel are not 
extant, but we know that his determination to mount a new campaign against 
the Turks remained active. So he wrote in a letter to the Commune of 
Ragusa, one of a pair of communications dated respectively September 22 
and 25, 1416: texts, ed. J. Gelcich and L. Thalléczy, Diplomatarium rela- 
tionum reipublicae ragusanae cum regno Hungariae, no. 180, a & b, pp. 276- 
279; cf. Stanojevié, “Die Biographie Stefan Lazareviés von Konstantin dem 
Philosophen als Geschichtsquelle,” 457. Likewise, Sigismund was ‘till nour- 
ishing his scheme in July of 1420, when Pope Martin V issued a bull to 
aid him in raising a crusade against the Turks in the Balkans: Baronius- 
Raynaldus, 1420, no. 26 (Vol. 27, pp. 507-508). In general, see G. Beckmann, 
Der Kampf Kaiser Sigmunds gegen die werdende Weltmacht der Osmanen, . 
1392-1437 (Gotha, 1902), which, despite the date in its title, concentrates 
almost entirely on the period 1410-1437: on John Chrysoloras’ embassy, see 
its pp. 59-60 and 117. See also the work by Gédller, cited above in n. 40. 

67. Délger, Regesten, no. 3354, pp. 102-103; texted. Lampros, "Td tetyn,” 
465, and in his [Tod. xal Iled., IV, 129-131; cf. Iorga, Notes et extraits, 
I, 243 ff.; Thiriet, Régestes, II, no: 1599, p. 140. For other proposals in this 
deliberation, see p. 315 and p. 824 above; also n. 70 and n. 80 below. (It 
is apparently this deliberation to which garbled and inaccurate reference is 
made by Muralt, p. 797, no. 5, under the. year 1415.) In their disputes with 
Sigismund, the Venetians became sensitive about accusations made against 
them, alleging that they were collaborators with the Turks. On August 30, 
1415, the Senate agreed to address a circular letter to Christendom to deny 
these charges, pointing out also their aid to Sigismund after the Battle of 
Nicopolis and their constant willingness, they said, to aid the Byzantines 
against the Turks: Iorga, 235. Another such message of justification was 
planned on September 10 following: Iorga, 236. 
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firmed, to maintain its position before the Turks without the help 
that the quarrels of Venice and Sigismund blocked. The Sapientes 
replied with expressions of their eagerness to settle these disputes, 
blaming their continuation on the intransigence of the Hungarian 
King, in spite of the efforts of the Pope and others to soften him. 
The Senate therefore cordially approved of the Byzantine am- 
bassador’s assignment to go to Sigismund, and it appointed an 
agent of its own to accompany him.™ 

The important mission of Philanthropenos was not, however, 
limited solely to seeing Sigismund. For, among those who were 
deeply interested in reconciling Sigismund and Venice, and in 
the crusade which might then be launched, was Jagiello (Vladis- 
lav V), the King of Poland, who had never given up his concern 
over an expedition against the Turks as part of the question of 
the union of the Churches. From Hungary Philanthropenos pro- 
ceeded further to Poland, where he met Jagiello in August of 
1420. And after that he went beyond, to confer with the King’s 
cousin, Grand Duke Vitold of Lithuania, also an interested party. 
Jagiello was much enthused, and even wrote a letter to Manuel 
during the summer, stressing the relationship of the hoped-for 
aid to the question of union.” 

As for the main aspect of his mission, Philanthropenos’ efforts 
as far as Sigismund was concerned also seem to have met with 
some outward success. For, on February 17, 1421, the Senate re- 
ceived the returning ambassador, who reported that the Hun- 
garian King had agreed to Byzantine mediation. The Senate 


74. Dolger, Regesten, no. 3379, p. 106; Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1758, 
p. 178; Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 301. Cf. Halecki, “La Pologne et empire 
byzantin,” 55 and 56, Philanthropenos had previously appeared in Venice 
as a Byzantine ambassador as long before as 1896: see pp. 131-182 above. At 
that time he was the negotiator of the alliance between Sigismund and 
Byzantium prior to the Crusade of Nicopolis, which experience was doubt- 
less the reason for his employment in this later mission. Indeed, in modern 
parlance, he may even have “held down the Hungarian desk” in the Byzan- 
tine foreign office. 

75. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3381-82, p. 107; Halecki, “La Pologne:et 
empire byzantin,” 55-56; Loenertz, “Les Dominicains byzantins,” pp. 
44-45; also Gill, The Council of Florence, p. 29, n. 4. Interestingly, it would 
seem as if Manuel had been in contact with Jagiello even earlier in this 
period, for there are references to an embassy and messages from the 
Emperor and the Patriarch reaching the Polish court in or about May of 
1415: Délger, Regesten, no. 3347, p. 101; Halecki, 52-53; Loenertz, 18-19. 
Even more obscurely for 1415, Délger, no. 3350, p. 102. 
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noted its satisfaction and pronounced itself ready to negotiate.” 
Unfortunately, we do not know the details of the Byzantine 
prosecution of this projected mediation.. Perhaps the subsequent 
outbreak of troubles with the Turks hindered the matter. But 
some efforts must have been made, for as late as December 80, 


1428, the Venetian Senate referred to the obstinacy of Sigismund, 


which had blocked the success of such efforts.”” 

The embassy of 1420-21 did, however, serve to stir up some 
further activity in the West directed toward the talked-of cru- 
sade. Still zealously sanguine at the time over prospects for union, 
Pope: Martin V took seriously the hope that Sigismund would at 
last set this crusade in motion. On July 12, 1420, the Pope issued 
a bull exhorting all Christendom to support the expedition with 
either arms or alms and making the usual provisions for in- 
dulgences in recompense.”* Also, during this year, an emissary 
by the name of Gilbert de Lannoy was dispatched from the 
English and French courts to go to the East by way of Poland 
and Lithuania to investigate these serious portents of a crusade.” 

Needless to say, all these promising efforts were to be barren 
of any actual results. But, bulky and diffuse as they may be, they 
demonstrate incontestably that, far from sitting back and en- 
joying the blessings of peace with the Turks, Manuel was actually 
preparing for action against them, and had by no means ended 
his former policies in quest of military and material aid from 
the West. The enemy was still the Turk, without doubt, even 
though Byzantium remained for the while in a state of professed 
peace and amity with Mechmed. 


76. Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1802, p. 187. By this time, however, Sigis- 
mund had already antagonized Jagiello and Vitold, and had removed the 
likelihood of their cooperation with him in any effort, for the time being: 
Halecki, “La Pologne et empire byzantin,” 56; also, more broadly, J. Goll, 
“Konig Sigmund und Polen, 1420-1436,” Mitteilungen des Instituts fiir 
Osterreichische Geschichtsforschung, 15 (Vienna, 1894), 441-478; 16 
(1895), 222-275; and J. Aschbach, Geschichte Kaiser Sigismund’s, Il: Die 
Zeit des Hussitenkrieges bis auf die Brolnuns des basler Conciliums (Ham- 
burg, 1841). 

77. Dolger, Regesten, no. 3408a, p. 111, lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 350- 
351; Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 1915, pp. 211-212. For more on this delibera- 
tion see p. 376 below. 

78. Text, Baronius-Raynaldus, 1420, no. 26 (Vol. 27, pp. 507-508); cf. 
Gill, The Council of Florence, p. 29, n. 4. 

79. On his mission, see Halecki, “La Pologne et empire byzantin,” 56-57; 
ef. Gill. The Council of Florence, p. 29, n. 4. 
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342 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


But the attempt was a failure. With Djunaid, Mustafa was forced 
to flee before the Sultan, taking refuge in Thessalonica.” 

His presence in this Byzantine city was a potential source of 
great. embarrassment and danger. The angry Sultan addressed 
himself to Demetrius Lascaris Leontaris, the governor of the city 
during the minority of the young Despot Andronicus, and de- 
manded the surrender of the pretender in the name of the current 
friendship between the Turks and the Greeks. Leontaris is re- 
ported to have put off the Sultan with a declaration of his own 
lack of authority to make such a decision, which was the proper 
responsibility of the Emperor alone. It was therefore to the gov- 
ernment of Constantinople, presumably to Manuel himself, that 
Mechmed was obliged to turn. Manuel responded soothingly, 
not conceding the surrender of the fugitives, but promising to 
imprison them securely. It was agreed that the Sultan should 
provide annually the sum of 800,000 aspers for the maintenance 
of the pretender in his assigned place of exile of Lemnos, while 
Djunaid was confined in the Monastery of St. Mary the Pam- 
makaristos in the capital. Meanwhile, Manuel's son and heir, 
_John, had appeared on the scene in Thessalonica and saw to the 
settlement and to the dispatch of the pretender to exile.® 


earlier career. Ducas calls him TCwevt or TEuveryrng and Chalcocondyles 
calls him Zovvattng: see Moravesik, Byzantinoturcica, II, 313, and Nimet, 
Die tiirkische Prosopographie bei Laonikos Chalkokandyles, 45-46. 

82. There has occasionally been some confusion about dating this first 
revolt of Mustafa, and some writers have placed it as late as 1418 or 1419. 
But in addition to the testimony of Sphrantzes, which will be presented in 
the next note, we have the corroboration of a letter of the Ragusans to King 
Sigismund. (There are two publications of this Latin text: in Gelcich and 
Thalléczy, Diplomatarium, no. 175, pp. 264-266; and in Acta et diplomata 
ragusina, ed. J. Radonié, I [=Srpska kraljevska Akademija, Zbornik za 
istoriju jezik i Knjizenost srpskog narodna, III, 2, Belgrad, 1934], no. 130, 
pp. 262-263.) Dated December 25, 1416, this letter includes the following 
passage (p. 265 or p. 263 in the respective editions): “Concerning news of 
the Turks: at present there is no army in the realm of Bosnia or Rascia, since 
their emperor [Mechmed] is occupied at Salonica concerning the blockade 
of his brother, who was in Wallachia, to whom~the Constantinopolitan 
emperor shows favor.” (“De novis Teucrorum: ad presens nullus exercitus 
est in regno Bosne aut Rasie, quia eorum imperator est occupatus Salonichi 
circa obsidionem fratris ipsius, qui erat in Vlachia, cui imperator Constanti- 
nopolitanus favorem exhibet.”) This text leaves no doubt about the dating 
of the episode. Note also the brief account by Konstantin the Philosopher, 
ed. Jagié, 314, ed. and trans. Braun, 57; cf. Stanojevi¢é, 456 (with incorrect 
citation), and p. 458. 

83. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3361-65 (dated to autumn of 1416), p. 104. 
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Mechmed professed to be content with this arrangement, and 
thus the appearance of peace and friendship was’ maintained. 


But the Byzantines now held, in the pretender, someone who’ 


could serve as a useful instrument, if wisely used—or a potential 
danger, if not handled carefully. Such a stroke was in the best 
traditions of Byzantine diplomacy. Thanks to Manuel’s clever 


Ducas, ed. Grecu, 155-161, ed. Bonn, 117-121, gives the fullest account of 
these events, with the details of the settlement, and specifically relating the 
roles of Leontaris and Manuel himself, but ignoring John. Chalcocondyles, 
ed. Darkd, I, 190-192, ed. Bonn, 202-204, gives basically the same 
account, but with fewer details and names: he simply relates that, after the 
fugitives sought refuge, the Sultan demanded their return by “the ruler of 
Therma [=Thessalonica]” (6 tho Ogouns Goywv), who sent word of the 
matter to “the Basileus of Byzantium,” who in his turn concluded the agree- 
ment with the Sultan to imprison the fugitives. The Chron. Barb, 111, 52-53, 
gives an obviously denatured and corrupted account of how Mustafa failed 
in his attempted seizure of power and was himself seized by the Byzantines, 
who, amid Mechmed’s gratitude, imprisoned the pretender on Mitylene (sic) 
with Djunaid until the pretender died (sic!). 

By contrast, Sphrantzes, 1026D-1027A (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papado- 
poulos, 112-113; ed. Bonn, 109) says that in the autumn of 1416 (under 
the year 1417, but still beginning the year with the previous September 
1), the young John departed for the Morea. And at that time the “false” 
(mhaotéc) Mustafa took refuge in Thessalonica, and “he” (John?) sent him 
into exile on Lemnos. Then there is a passage (pp. 173-174) of the so-called 
Anonymous Panegyric (actually by Isidore of Kiev) published by Lampros 
(IloA. xat Iled., WT), in which there is an elaborate account of the 
Mustafa affair which makes “the Basileus” John the sole hero of the 
occasion; nothing is said of Leontaris or Manuel. On the basis of the 
last two sources, the involvement of John, on his way then to the 
Morea (see p. 346 below), seems certain, and Laskaris, in his article 
‘'Todvvyns H’ 6 Tlodaoddyos év Oscoadoviny nxatd tiv - mohvogxtay 


tov 1416,” has done well in presenting and stressing this evidence on the 


matter. 

But how do the accounts referring to John fit in with those of Ducas and 
Chalcocondyles? Using all these sources save for the Panegyric, lorga, 
Geschichte, 374, suggests an ingenious reconciliation: he assumes here 
that John arrived after the entry of Mustafa into Thessalonica, and has the 
future Emperor take charge of the fugitives from Leontaris and see to their 
exile. This would fit everyone in neatly, although it would not explain whether 
John had been specifically ordered by Manuel to take the matter in hand in 
the course of the journey to the Morea, or whether John simply happened 
to arrive there when the crisis arose and then took over the job on the spot. 
Nor is the exact handling of the two prisoners completely clear. Sphrantzes 
says that the pretender was sent to Lemnos and “thereafter to Myzithra 
[Mistra].” If this statement is not a corruption which refers to John’s con- 
tinuation of his journey, rather than to his dispatch of the prisoner, it may 
fit in reverse with the statement of Chalcocondyles that the fugitives were 
first imprisoned in the citadel of “Epidauros” (Monemvasia) and were later 
sent to Lemnos and Imbros. Imbros is not mentioned as an island of imprison- 
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846 Manuel I Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Manuel returned in March of 1416, his eldest son was halfway 
through his twenty-second year. Manuel apparently decided that 
it was time to give his heir some practical experience; and at the 
same time he used this opportunity to further the efforts of his 
owni recent activities by making the Morea the scene of this ex- 
perience. In the autumn of 1416 John departed for the Pelopon- 
nesus,** and on his way there he became involved in Thessalonica 
in the Mustafa affair, just discussed. Moving on to the Pelopon- 
nesus, John joined forces with his younger brother, the Despot 
Theodore II, and together they renewed Palaeologan expan- 
sionist policies in the peninsula. The rival to Byzantine authority 
there was the Navarese remnant of the old Latin Principality 
of Achaia, ruled by its last Prince, Centurione Zaccaria. Accord- 
ing to our information, Manuel had been content during his busy 
1415 stay to accept a recognition of suzerainty from Zaccaria.® 
With John’s visit to the Morea, hostilities broke out. The Byzan- 
tines were able to make some substantial progress territorially 
with the acquisition of a number of towns and strongholds.” 
This activity aroused the concern of the Venetians, whose fre- 
quent complaints to Constantinople illustrate how actively Man- 
uel kept, or was kept, in regular contact with events in this 
important Byzantine area. 


88. Sphrantzes, 1026D (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed, Papadopoulos, 112-113, 


- ed. Bonn, 109). See Laskaris, ‘‘ ’Iwdvvns,”’ 342, for the necessary chrono- 


logical adjustment; cf. Muralt, p. 800, no. 1. 

89. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 139, ed. Bonn, 102, had been the only source 
to shed any light on Manuel’s bearing with regard to the Navarese Princi- 
pality during his visit; cf. Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec, I, 172, and Muralt, 
p. 798, no. 7. But recently, with Schird’s publication of the Cephalonian 
chronicle extract, we have gained some new information. According to this 
text (ed. Schird, “Manuele incorona,” 229), Prince Centurione . Zaccaria 
(called 6 xotyximasg) went in person to pay his respects to Manuel, along 
with other local lords, when the Emperor arrived in the Peloponnesus in 
1415. This text therefore confirms and strengthens the value of Ducas’ state- 
ment. It is also interesting to note in this same chronicle text Manuel’s culti- 
vation of the Toccos of Yannina as useful powers and allies in the area, espe- 
cially through Manuel’s granting of the title and insignia of Despot to Carlo 
Tocco: see Schird, 223-228, for a good discussion of Manuel’s relations with 
this house. 

90. On John VIII's activities, see Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec, I, 180- 
184; and Mompherratos, Oi Ilod. év Ilei., pp. 40-48. See also Rodd, 
258-259; Gill, “John VIII Palaeologus,” 153 (105); Miller, The Latins in 
the Levant, 385. 

91. On July 19, 1417, the Venetian Senate noted uneasily the commence- 
ment of hostilities by the two brothers against Prince Centurione and ordered 
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John returned from the Morea to Constantinople in 1418, prob- 
ably in the late summer.®? On his return he found that his child 
bride, the Russian Princess Anna, had died in August of the 
preceding year, during a plague in the city that spring and 


a strengthening of their land forces in Coron and Modon: Iorga, Notes et 
extraits, I, 267 (see also the valuable supplementary material in his n. 3); 
Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1661, p. 156. But before this month was out the 
Venetian uneasiness had given way to protests. On July 25, 1417, the Senate 
wrote a letter to its bailo in Constantinople instructing him to complain to 
Manuel about the activities of his two sons who, it said, were violating all 
agreements to respect the rights of Venetian citizens and territory: text, 
Sathas, I, no. 48, pp. 65-66; cf. Thiriet, no. 1666, p. 157. Again, on the same 
date, the Senate ordered strengthening of its naval forces in the Morea in 
view of the rapid progress of the two brothers: text, Sathas, I, no. 49, p. 67; 
cf. Thiriet, no. 1667, pp. 157-158. And, at the same time, the Senate assured 
the ambassadors of Zaccaria that Venice would redouble its efforts to induce 
Manuel to intervene and halt his sons’ activities: text, Sathas, I, no. 50, p. 68; 
cf. Thiriet, no. 1667, pp. 157-158. 

During the autumn and winter, there were various negotiations and con- 
tacts with John, including questions of the Venetian effort to secure Patras 
(see Thiriet, nos. 1677 and 1679). And, on November 29, 1417, the Senate 
noted the continuation of its mediation efforts: text, Sathas, I, no. 62, pp. 
90-91. Negotiations dragged on further. Some months later, on June 11, 
1418, the Senate presented to the envoys of John (the “Imperator Iuvens”) 
a long bill of its complaints: text, Sathas, III, no. 731, pp. 174-180; cf. 
Thiriet, no. 1697, pp. 164-165 (for other matters in this response, see 
n. 25 and n. 26 above). A few days later, again resorting to Manuel, the 
Senate made reply on July 21, 1418, to a letter from Manuel dated May 1 
(which was itself in response to the Senate’s own letter to him of March 
11 and 12). The Sapientes again appealed to the old Emperor for redress 
against his sons: Délger, Regesten, no. 3370, p. 105; Iorga, 281-282; Thiriet, 
no. 1705, p. 167. Cf., in general, Muralt, p. 802, no. 8. On November 9, 
1418, the Senate was still taking note of the ravages of the brothers’ Greek 


and Albanian troops, allegedly committed on Venetian citizens and territory: ° 


text, Sathas, III, no. 737; pp. 185-186; cf. Thiriet, no. 1714, p. 169. 

Long after John had departed from the Morea the Venetian complaints 
continued. We note such protests to both the Despot and the Emperor 
Manuel against the ravages of Theodore II’s troops: text (of the protest to 
the former only), Sathas, III, no. 764, pp. 207-208; cf. Thiriet, no. 1766, 
p. 180. Again; on May 8, 1421, the new bailo of Constantinople was ordered 
to protest personally, both to the Despot and “to the lord Emperor his father,” 
about Venetian losses: text, Sathas, I, no. 75, pp. 109-112; cf. Thiriet, no. 
1808, p. 188. Another complaint was lodged against Theodore on February 
26, 1422, and it was agreed to send an ambassador to him: Iorga, 317; 
Thiriet, no. 1833, p. 193. This ambassador received his commission on April 
2, 1422: Iorga, 319; Thiriet, no. 1840, p. 194. 

92. Sphrantzes, 1027C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 113-114; 
ed. Bonn, 110) simply gives the year. Before this statement the historian 
notes that Manuel sent his youngest son, Thomas, to the Morea at the 
same time, apparently to replace John in a dynastic policy reminiscent of 
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coronation as co-Basileus.°’ Thus. was John formally elevated 
as his father’s partner in the rule of the Empire. 
The emergence of John in the government at this time is o 
great .iimportaice and was soon to be felt. As it happened, this 
emérgence coincided significantly with the apparent growth of 
serious factionalism among the Byzantine leadership. One of the 
factions, following at least the outward policy of Manuel, ac- 
cepted “peaceful coexistence” with the Turks, even to the point 


of virtual subservience when it seemed necessary. The other 


faction chafed under such conservatism and sought a forceful 
and hostile stance against the Turks. As time drew on, these 
factions were later to assume even more grave colorings. The 
war faction was to become the proponent of union with the Latin 
Church as the hope of safety, while the peace faction would be- 
come the rabid opponent of the union, even to the point of pre- 
ferring surrender to the Turks—as one may recall in the cele- 
brated assertion ascribed to Lucas Notaras on the eve of the final 


97. Sphrantzes, 1027D (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 115; Bonn, 
111), gives the year as 1419. Berger de Xivrey, 167, notes an attempt 
to revise this to 1420; but Délger has analyzed this and related sources 
in his important note, “Die Krénung Johanns VIII. zum Mitkaiser,” Byz. 
Zeitschr., 36 (1936), 318-319, pointing out the necessary emendations. 
(Curiously enough, Muralt, p. 806, no. 5—cf. also his n. 15—also had pre- 
viously established the date correctly himself.) Dolger cites the obviously 
defective Bg. yo. No. 29, p. 54, Il. 27-28, which gives the year as 6900 
(1391-92). And there is also No. 47, p. 82, ll. 81-82, giving the proper year 
of 6929 (1420-21). A third short chronicle entry, not available to Délger 
then, is the Chron. Vat. gr. 162, no. 20, p. 211, ll. 95-97, which gives the 
completely impossible date of May 21, 6924 (1415-16), indiction 10 (which 


was 1416-17); this jumble obviously deserves no credence, It is possible that: 


John had been crowned previously, perhaps at his first wedding in 1414. 
But Ducas, ed. Grecu, 133-135, ed. Bonn, 98, says only that the crown was 
withheld from little Anna at that time because of her tender age. Does this 
negative statement necessarily imply thereby that the crown was not given 
to John? It is true that some documents, especially the Venetian texts such 
as those cited above in n. 91, do refer frequently to John as Emperor before 
1421. But this does not mean much: after all, at a later date other Venetian 
documents do not always speak of him as Emperor: see p. 381 below. Rather, 
the heavy emphasis on coronation in the sources for this second marriage 
seems to imply that it was only in 1421 that John was officially given the 
title of Basileus. Cf. Christophilopoulou, 'Exdoyy, dvaydgevots xal otéwis 
tov Butavtivod aitoxedtoeos, 203, who points out that John is given the 
title of Basileus in the famous family portrait in the Dionysius the Areopagite 
manuscript (see pp. 263-264 above). But this is perhaps a mere acknowl- 
edgment of the obvious fact that he was the heir apparent. 
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fall.°* But even before such ecclesiastical partisanship came to 
dominate the factionalism, the growth of a war party by itself 
was a development of grave implications. Not yet free of youthful 
impetuosity and rashness even at age twenty-seven, John was 
soon to align himself with this latter faction. 

The first clear demonstration of the feelings of the war faction 
was to come soon enough. In this same fateful year of 1421, 
probably not long after John’s coronation, came the last and 
most celebrated display of the facade of Turko-Byzantine friend- 
ship. The two motifs, the factionalism and the friendship, inter- 
twine grotesquely in the account which has come down to us 
from the pen of the Imperial domestic and later: historian, 
Sphrantzes. It is too vivid not to be given in full: 


And . .. there came the Emir ['Apiodc] the lord Itzes [6 Kig 'Thths, 
plainly a corruption of Kugittys, the Greek form of Mechmed’s sur- 
name], or Mechemetes, that he might cross by way of the City into 
the East. And learning in advance, as in secret, from his people that 
“he proceeds in order to regulate the affairs of the East, and when 
he should return, he has as an object and intention to attack the city,” 
all the magnates of the holy Basileus to whom this secret had been 
confided and all those among the higher clergy [tegopovayou] urged on 
the Basileus and counseled him that he should seize him. But he was 
not at all persuaded, saying: “I would not disregard the oath which 
I swore to him, even though I were certain that, should he come, he 
would be going to take us captive. And if he in turn should disregard 
his own oaths, the matter would rest with God, Who is much more 
powerful than he.” But for this reason he did not send any of his sons 
for the reception of the unbeliever, but only the most excellent man 
Demetrius Leontaris, and Isaac Asanes, and the Protostrator Manuel 
Cantacuzenus, with many youths of the nobility and soldiers and gifts. 
And they met him in the neighborhood of Koutoulos and came with 


98. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 329, ed. Bonn, 264: “It is much better to see ruling 
in the midst of the city the turban [paxidAtov] of the Turks than the Latin 
headdress [xaliaxteav]” is the literal translation of the familiar comment, 
which is often rendered more freely..On the growth of factions up to 1421, 
Walter, La Ruine de Byzance, 308, suggests that the war faction was the 
product of a new generation which had grown up in such peace that it did not 
appreciate the hard realities of dealing with the Turks. But, as facts should 
have shown by now, this would have been a rather unlikely possibility at this 
time. (Walter also mistakenly describes John VIII as less than twenty-five years 
old at this time.) He further suggests that elements among the Turks were 
unhappy with the peace and were anxious to renew the fight with Byzantium. 
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354 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


the Sultan’s two younger sons.*"° Whatever his assignment, how- 
ever, Leontaris was received with cordiality and honor. But full 
consultations with the Sultan were deferred. 

Within three days Mechmed was dead. The ruler’s demise, on 
May 21, 1421, was kept secret for a while to smooth the transition 
to his successor—the first instance of what was to become a 
common practice in Osmanli history. During this time, Leontaris 
was kept in isolation and ignorance. When he finally did. dis- 
cover the news, he was able to send a message to his government 
only with the greatest difficulty. During the period of uncertainty, 
however, there was the greatest anxiety in Constantinople. Man- 
uel, who had retired into the Monastery of the Peribleptos be- 
cause of a plague then raging, was the subject of many re- 
proaches and recriminations from the war faction, which some- 
how construed the situation as proof that Manuel should have 
seized and killed the Sultan when he had his chance. The final 
arrival of Leontaris’ report at length removed all doubt as to the 
fact of Mechmed’s end.* 


_ 100. Sphrantzes, who alone reports the mission of Lascaris, says (1028C; 

cf. Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 116-117, ed. Bonn, 112-113) 
simply that the ambassador was sent “that he might learn and might inform 
in advance about the matters previously resolved and might test him 
[Mechmed] as a result of the fine affection and honor which they had dis- 
played to him, both of the passage, and of such an ambassador—his per- 
sonality, I mean—and also of the gifts which he brought.” So vague a state- 
ment makes the embassy sound as if it were little more than a good-will 
mission. Yet, it could possibly have had something to do with the will 
arrangement, of which Sphrantzes says nothing, but which is reported by 
all the other historians of the period in one form or another. Its principal 
proponent is Ducas, ed. Grecu, 167, ed. Bonn, 126-127, who describes. 
it as a provision of Mechmed’s last illness to prevent civil war and murder. 
Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkdé, I, 203, ed. Bonn, 216-217, followed by the 
Chron, Barb. 111, 55, asserts that Mechmed had a plan to divide his empire 
between his two (sié) sons, Rumelia to one and Anatolia to the other. In 
view of Mechmed’s just reputation as the reunifier and restorer of the 
Osmanli state, it seems rather strange that he could have contemplated such 
a contradictory division of that state. That there was such a plan, indeed, 
seems rather doubtful, in view of the complete absence of any mention of it 
or of any effort to put it into effect after Mechmed’s death. Cf. Délger, 
Regesten, no. 3385, p. 107; Hammer, I, 385-386, trans. Hellert, II, 196-197; 
Iorga, Geschichte, 377-378; Muralt, pp. 804-805, nos.. 7-8, mistakenly 
under 1420. 

101. Sphrantzes, 1028C-1029A (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 
116-117; ed. Bonn, 113), gives these details of Leontaris’ mission and its 
aftermath with a fullness which bespeaks his intimate acquaintance with 
court and government affairs. None of the other historians tell of this mission, 


The Final Struggles, 1413-1425 855 


Now the Byzantines were faced. with a new dilemma. What 
position should they take with regard to the succession to the 
Turkish throne? Ordinarily, such a matter would be not only — 
none of their business, but also beyond their influence. The By- 
zantine role in the. Turkish “Time of Troubles,” however, had 
perhaps created sufficient precedents or habits to encourage the 
war faction to pretentious expectations. Normally the Byzantines 
would—and could—only have been content to acknowledge the 
accession of Mechmed’s eldest son and designated successor, 
Murad II, and would have attempted to continue good relations 
with the Turks as far as possible. But the war faction sought to 
use the change of rulers to gain some advantage for Byzantium. 

There seems to have been an effort to win concessions from the 
Turkish government during the transfer of power. And, when 
such efforts failed, it was proposed (in the parlance of modern 
diplomacy) to “unleash” the imprisoned pretender, the false 
Mustafa, after winning his promise of important concessions. A 
statesman as experienced and astute as Manuel could see that 
such a course would be rash and dangerous in the extreme. Hold- 


but Ducas, ed. Grecu, 167, ed. Bonn, 128, reports that Mechmed’s death 
was concealed for all of forty days. The same author, ed. Grecu, p. 163, ed. 
Bonn, 123, attributes his death to a hunting accident. The time of Mechmed’s 
death is firmly established as May 1421 by the inscription on the Sultan’s 
tomb in Brusa, which is transcribed and translated by Taeschner, “Beitrige 
zur friihosmanischen Epigraphik und Archiologie,” Der Islam, 30 (1932), 
147-148, But confirmation and amplification of this date is given by a short 
chronicle entry in an interesting Thessalonian account book, edited by S. 
Kougeas, “Notizbuch eines Beamtem der Metropolis im Thessalonike aus dem 
Anfang des XV. Jahrhunderts,” Byz. Zeitschr., 23 (1914-19), pp. 151-152, 
no. 80. This entry is worth quoting, not only for its further details on this 
question, but also for the unusually hostile attitude it displays toward the 
supposedly philhellenic Sultan: “On the 21st of the month of May of the 
14th indiction of the 6929th year [1421], through a miracle of the great 
[St.] Demetrius, from a dysenteric and epileptic disease died the godless 
and impious Soultan Kyritzes [Mechmed I] the leader of the Saracens 
[’Ayagnvav] who oppressed and troubled exceedingly Thessalonica and all 
Roman affairs.” It should be noted that Alderson, The Structure of the Otto- 
man Dynasty, Tables XV and XXV, puts Mechmed’s death on May 26, 1421: 
presumably this date might be derived from Turkish sources, but no citation 
is given. Alderson does, however, note the report (possibly unreliable, I 
suspect) by Ibn Arabshah (trans. Sanders, 187) that Mechmed died of 
poison. Curiously, in his chapter in Cambr. Med. Hist., IV (2nd ed.), Pt. 1, 
p. 769, Taeschner gives the date of May 4 for Mechmed’s death, though 
without source citation. Citing only Ducas, Runciman, The Fall of Constan- 
tinople, 44, mistakenly puts Mechmed’s death in December of 1421. 
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358 Manuel I Palaeologus, 13891-1425 


With Byzantine help the pretender made good progress. He 
passed on to Andrianople and, with the defeat of the Beylerbey 
Bayazid, won over the whole of Rumelia. When pressed, however, 
to fulfill his ptomise to the Byzantines, the pretender refused to 
surrender Gallipoli, on the grounds of a Muslim tradition which 
prohibited the restoration of conquests to the unbelievers.*** The 
Byzantines then began to realize that they had been duped. But, 
in spite of contacts between Murad and Constantinople, they 
had no success then in divorcing themselves from their unfor- 
tunate mistake.*°* And, as 1422 dawned, the tide began to turn. 


firms Sphrantzes’ reference to John’s presence at Gallipoli with Mustafa and 
Djunaid. Cf. Muralt, p. 806, nos. 1-3, under the year 1420; and Pears, 
152-153; Délger, Regesten, has no entries on the transactions with Mustafa. 

Another source, apparently unnoticed previously, is a partly undecipher- 
able text which gives a different dating. A short chronicle entry in the Thes- 
salonian account book edited by Kougeas, p. 152, no. 81, is given by him in 
a fragmentary state, but its relevance is obvious, and its contents might be 
rendered roughly thus: “On the 15th of the month of August and in the 
above year [i.e., indiction 14, 6929, or 1421] the august Basileus lord 
Manuel [or John?] Palaiologos, by his expense and care and in his ships, 
restored [Moustapha...] in Kallioupolis as sovereign of all the West.” The 
establishment of the Emperor’s name in the text is not crucial, as we know 
that John might be implied implicitly even if not stated explicitly. But, 
barring possible efforts to harmonize them, we might well prefer this entry’s 
dating to Sphrantzes’, associated as the latter is, moreover, with a question- 
able statement of fact. 

104. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 175, 181-201, ed. Bonn, 134, 139-156, gives a 
very detailed account (interrupted by a bitter digression on the progress of 
the Turks in the Balkans). He also gives a full account of the refusal by 
Djunaid and Mustafa to surrender Gallipoli when it was demanded of them 
by Leontaris, Sphrantzes, ibid., has the demand made by John himself after 
the capture of Gallipoli, very early in the pretender’s success, it would seem;. 
and John’s demand is rejected. In his account of Mustafa’s progress, Chal- 
cocondyles, ed. Darkéd, II, 3-4, ed. Bonn, 223-224, followed by the Chron. 
Barb. 111, 58, has the pretender put off the matter. Cf. Hammer, I, 402-404, 
trans. Hellert, II, 220-224; and Muralt, p. 807, nos. 7-8. 

105. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 201-205, ed. Bonn, 157, 158-160, reports that 
Manuel, jolted by Mustafa’s perfidy, sent to Murad to win peace, on terms 
of observance of Mechmed’s will. (Ducas is the only historian to speak 
of this will as such and to pursue it throughout.) But when the Sultan’s 
ambassador came to Constantinople he told the Emiperor emphatically 
that peace on such terms or on condition of the surrender of Gallipoli to the 
Empire was impossible. Sphrantzes, 1029C. (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papa- 
dopoulos, 118-119; ed. Bonn, 115), Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, II, 5-6, 
ed. Bonn, 225-226, and the Chron. Barb. 111, 58-59, all speak only about 
ambassadors sent by Murad to win the Byzantines from Mustafa’s side. The 
latter two texts give more details and say that the embassies brought back the 
report that the Greeks would aid Mustafa. Cf. Pears, 153; Muralt, p. 807, no. 9. 
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Mustafa was apparently as incompetent as he was untrustworthy. 
In midwinter he made a totally unsuccessful attempt to fight 
Murad on his own ground in Anatolia, after crossing the Straits 
in Genoese ships on January 20. Instead, he was chased back to 
Europe. Ready at last to strike back decisively, the energetic 


young Murad crossed from Anatolia to Rumelia, also with the - 


aid of Genoese transportation. The familiar story repeated itself. 
Mustafa was deserted by his supporters, including the faithless 
Djunaid. He fled and was caught. Murad had him executed as 
he would a common criminal.*°* 

The young Murad II was no man to trifle with, and he quickly 
displayed his mettle. His intentions were no less than an im- 
mediate siege of Constantinople. Moreover, this was not to be 


106. Again, the most detailed account is the one by Ducas, ed. Grecu, 
205~229, ed. Bonn, 160-181, who also stresses that the ignominious execu- 
tion of the pretender was intended to emphasize his spurious origin. But, for 
all his details, Ducas ignores Mustafa’s campaign in Anatolia, which all the 
other sources report, and he stresses rather Mustafa’s moral failings and 
debauchery. Sphrantzes’ account, 1029C-D (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papa- 
dopoulos, 119; ed. Bonn, 115-116), is very brief, and it mistakenly places 
Murad’s crossing in the summer. The account by Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, 
Il, 5-7, ed. Bonn, 226-227, includes the extraordinary statement that Murad 
was able to cross to Europe because the Byzantine Emperor (which?) was 
too preoccupied with a lady-love to hinder him. The Chron. Barb. 111, 
58-59, is the only one of the sources to ignore the role of Murad’s Genoese 
transportation. We have a very fundamental report of Mustafa’s crossing to 
Anatolia, with its actual date and with some figures of his forces, in a letter 
dated February 2, 1422, written by the Venetian bailo of Constantinople: 
partial text, lorga, Notes et extraits, I, 316-317. And further dating is given 
in a short chronicle entry in the interesting Thessalonian account book, 
edited by Kougeas, p. 151, no. 78: “In the month of January, of the 15th 
indiction, the year 6930 [1422], there crossed over from Anatolia to the 
West by way of Kallioupolis, in a galley and in vessels of the Genoese 
without the consent of the Basileus lord Manuel Palaiologos, Mourates, the 
son of the Soultan, with [more probably, “in pursuit of”] Moustapha his 
uncle, the son of Bayazid; and he detached him from his army by treachery; 
being seized by Amourates, he was strangled in Andrianoupolis.” Though the 
grammar is a bit corrupt, the narrative is clear. And it is of interest to note 
the allusion to the crossing being made without Manuel’s permission. As for 
Djunaid, however, ever the selfish opportunist, he hied himself back to Asia 
Minor for another attempt at winning himself a principality. He was soon 
brought to heel by Murad and duly executed. (See Muralt, p. 813, no. 22.) 
According to Konstantin the Philosopher, ed. Jagié, 314-315, ed. and trans. 
Braun, 57-58, Stefan Lazarevié would have no part of Mustafa and sup- 
ported Murad II; cf. Stanojevi¢, 469. On Mustafa’s fall in general, see 
Hammer, I, 405-410, trans. Hellert, II, 226-234; Iorga, Geschichte, 379- 
380; Pears, 153-154; Muralt, p. 807, nos. 10-14, under 1421. 
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Figure 27: Constantinople Besieged by the Turks: (in 1453 
Miniature, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, Ms. fr. 9087, £. 2077 ( 
Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris; see Appendix XXIV, C, 7). 
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such zestful barbarism that he survived it no more than three 
days in his subsequent imprisonment." . ee 4. ae 

In such an atmosphere of suspicion and hysteria, the Byzan- 
tines were obliged to face this latest siege. Manuel, who had 
weathered so many such ordeals previously, was no longer in 
a position to give active leadership; but John was able to lead a 
vigorous defense personally and with distinction.“? Although 


ill. Theologos Korax is first introduced when Ducas, ed. Grecu, 161— 
163, ed. Bonn, 121-123, gives his background and describes his earlier 
dealings with the Beylerbey and Vizier Bayazid, as well as his other close 
relations with the Turks. These relations aroused the suspicions of the 
Byzantines, as events were to show, though not in the case of Manuel. Theo- 
logos Korax may well have been one of those who were named in a complaint 
of the Venetian Senate of March 11, 1418: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 276: 
Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1688, p. 163; see n. 61 above. The Sapientes pro- 
tested against insults and abuses allegedly suffered by Venetians in Constan- 
tinople at the hands of Greeks, particularly two men, father and son, named 
Theologos. At any rate, he was among the emissaries sent to Murad after 
the fall of the pretender Mustafa, according to Ducas, ed. Grecu, 229- 
231, ed. Bonn, 182-183 (Délger, Regesten, no. 3390, p. 108; see n. 108 
above). The subsequent story of his last mission (Ddélger, Regesten, no. 
3392, p. 109) and of his fall, as told by Ducas, ed. Grecu, 231-235, ed. 
Bonn, 183-186, though not mentioned by any other Greek source, finds 
apparent confirmation in a Venetian source quoted by Iorga, Notes et extraits, 
p. 324, n. 1, which speaks of “a certain Theologo,” a powerful and wealthy 
man who was blinded and deprived of his wealth on a charge of treacherous 
dealings with the Sultan. If the continuation of the story as Ducas tells it 
(ed. Grecu, 235, ed. Bonn, 186-187) is to be believed, there is perhaps 
confirmation of his guilt in the report that Murad, angry over Theologos’ 
disgrace aud death, blamed another Byzantine interpreter, one Michael 
Pylles, and had him tortured until he abjured his faith and adopted Islam. 
This episode of Theologos has been given attention only by Hammer, I, 
411-412, trans. Hellert, Il, 235-237, Berger de Xivrey, 175-177, .Finlay, 
Til, 489, and Muralt, p. 809, nos. 6 and 8 (mistakenly placing the episode 
before the beginning of the siege). . 

112. We have two interesting accounts of the respective dispositions of 
Manuel and John during the siege. Ducas, ed. Grecu, p. 233, Il. 4-6, ed. 
Bonn, p. 184, ll..21-23, describes them (during the Theologos affair) thus: 
“For the Basileus was dwelling then in the monastery of the Peribleptos, 
weak and aged, but the Basileus John was busy at the defenses of the city.” 
Compare this with Kananos, p. 471, ll. 13-16, who: states that the old 
Emperor “was worn down by. illness and old age and was unable to arm 
himself or to mount. upon a horse, but was found within the palace and did 
what was in his power.” And Kananos goes on to tell that John, on the other 
hand, went forth in arms to lead the defense. The fact that one of these 
sources places Manuel in the monastery and the other places him in the 
palace may or may not be of significance. Certainly, as we shall see (below, 
pp. 365 £), he was to return from his retirement by the autumn of 1422 to 
direct the government once more, presumably from the palace. 
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866 . Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


government.“* In spite of his weariness and declining health, 
Manuel chose to take the initiative himself, at the height of 
Murad’s siege. 

_. Thanks to his son’s folly, the situation had deteriorated to such 
‘a point that the only course now open seemed to be a repetition 
-of John’s very act: the support of a rival to Murad. What had 
before been a reckless blunder now became a political necessity. 
Presumably after further attempts to win peace from Murad had 
failed, Manuel turned to Murad’s surviving brother, a youth of 
about thirteen, also named Mustafa. Writing to the boy’s guardian 
and tutor, one-Ilyas, Manuel proposed to support the little prince’s 
claim to the throne against Murad. The offer was accepted. 
Frustrated in his great assault against Constantinople, Murad 
now realized the danger that. this new threat of civil war would 
mean to him. He tacitly acknowledged Manuel’s diplomatic parry 
by ending his investment of the city, departing from under its 
walls on September 6, 1422.17 


116. We have already noted his role, retired as he may have been, in the 

Theologos affair. And there is ample indication of Manuel’s dominating 
’ position in the government in the autumn of 1422: see n. 119 below. 

117. Délger, Regesten, no. 3394, p. 109. The principal source for this 
diplomatic move is Ducas, ed. Grecu, 235-237, ed. Bonn, 187-188, who 
makes indisputably clear that it was Manuel’s step, even though the Em- 
peror is curiously described as “being bedridden, and having, so to speak, 
death before his eyes each day.” He says that one of Murad’s young brothers 
was murdered, but that Mustafa was spared, under the tutelage of one Ilyas 
(‘Ehigt) ; and he makes clear that Murad departed from Constantinople 
only after this plot had begun to be put into effect. But this latter point is 
not conveyed by Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkdé, 12, ed. Bonn, 233, and the 
Chron. Barb. 111, 60, who rather imply that Murad’s ending of the siege 
preceded the resort to the young Mustafa, which was the result of the failure 
of two peace-seeking embassies to Murad, one before the breaking of the 
siege and one after it; cf. Délger, Regesten, no. 3393, p. 109. According to 
these sources, apparently Murad’s abandonment of his attempt on Constan- 
tinople was simply the result of failure and had nothing to do with Byzantine 
diplomatic moves. But there seems to be no reason why the two separate 
accounts should be incompatible, and if there is no concrete evidence one 
way or another it seems quite likely that the Byzantines would have tried 
conciliation with Murad once more before resorting to the young Mustafa. 

These two latter sources are also the only ones to give at this point the 
age (thirteen years) of the young prince (whose guardian Chalcocondyles 
identifies as’AAudtys; for his name, see Nimet, no. 6, p. 34, and Moravesik, 
Byzantinoturcica, II, 123). All of these matters are avoided by Sphrantzes, 
1030A (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 120; ed. Bonn, 116-117), 
who simply says that Murad withdrew from the city on September 6. In 
view of the frequent unreliability of his chronology for this period, this state- 
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Unfortunately, just at the crucial point of Manuel’s last desper- 
ate diplomatic activity, his health broke. The aged ruler was 
already involved with the Papal legate, who had arrived on Sep- 
tember 10, had been received briefly on September 16, and was 
due to have a subsequent audience for the accomplishment of 
his mission.** Then, on Wednesday September 80, the young 
Mustafa, or “Moustaphopoulos,” arrived in the city with his sup- 
porters and exploiters to accept the Byzantine alliance. But on 
the next day, Thursday, October 1, 1422, the seventy-three-year- 
old Emperor was stricken by a paralytic stroke. The government 
was paralyzed with him for some days thereafter, until it was 
obvious that John would have to assume full responsibility in 
dealing with both the young Mustafa and the Papal embassy.” 


ment might well be regarded with caution. But it is perhaps confirmed with 
some reliability by the more precise entry of the Bg. yo. No. 1, p. 3, ll. 6-7: 
“And on the 6th of September of the Ist indiction of the 6931st year [1422], 
on Sunday, he [Murad] went out from here an hour before the beginning 
of day.” Ducas simply observes that when Murad withdrew he had been 
besieging the city for three months. Cf. Pears, 114-115; Muralt, p. 811, no. 1. 

118. On this Papal embassy, see pp. 327 ff. above. 

119. Sphrantzes, 1030A—-B (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 120- 
121; ed. Bonn, 117), gives the dates (without days), and his dates have 
usually been accepted at face value: e.g. Muralt, p. 811, nos. 4-5. That 
this acceptance is justified is perhaps shown by the closely related Bo. xo. 
No. I, p. 3, Il. 7-13, which gives the same dates, and adds -the days of ie 
week. The chronicle’s only divergence is in time of day. It specifies that 
Movotagésacag crossed from “the East” “at the 5th hour after midday” on 
Wednesday the 30th; that he arrived “at the 3rd hour” on the Ist of October 
and “did bow down to our sovereign the Basileus, the holy lord Manuel” 
(Sphrantzes only says that he arrived to do so); and that Manuel had his _ 
stroke “at the first hour after midday” on the same day (not “after breakfast,” 
eta tO ovotov, as Sphrantzes says). 

Without including dates, Ducas, ed. Grecu, p. 287, ll. 7-11, ed. Bonn, p. 
188, ll. 9-14, gives a somewhat exaggerated representation of the facts: 
“And the Basileus Manuel lay breathing his last, having suffered a stroke, 
and in three days he discharged his debt, being most wise and virtuous in 
both discretion and propriety, leaving the realm to his son John, the last [sic] 
Basileus of the Romans, who was also first among all in qualities of rule.” 
(The historian was apparently so carried away by his rhetorical balancing 
of the expression “.. . botdtm ... mewmtw...” that he characterizes John 
as “the last Basileus of the Romans,” which is of course incorrect; curiously 
enough, Ducas again makes this erroneous characterization of John at another 
point, ed. Grecu, 129, ed. Bonn, 93-94). The phrase dxédwxe td yoedv 
is, of course, a euphemism for dying: and Ducas soon after (ed. Grecu, 
327, ed. Bonn, 189) says that Manuel died in this same year, that is, 
1422. This statement is baldly incorrect, for Manuel did not die yet. (Sur- 
prisingly, however, some of this confusion seems to have crept into the 
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time. A proposal to join in some sort of accord for this purpose 
with the Genoese, the Hospitalers of Rhodes, and others was re- 
jected by the Senate.*** And, needless to say, such discussions 
prodirced nothing practical. 

Unfortunately, we have little specific information on Byzan- 
_tine affairs during the early months of 1428, but further storms 
lay ahead when Murad was freed from his internal troubles over 
Mustafa by the spring. Thus free, the Sultan apparently still 
cherished aggressive intentions against Constantinople itself.** 
And, as if such danger to the capital alone were not enough, there 
seems to have been friction in the Imperial family during the 
summer, involying Manuel’s next-to-youngest son Demetrius and 
the Emperor’s son-in-law Hilario Doria.’® But Murad presum- 


123. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 332-333; Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1876, 
p. 201; cf. Gill, The Council of Florence, 37-38. 

124, Such is the assumption made by the Venetian Senate in its delibera- 
tion of June 8, 1423: partial text, Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 336-337; cf. 
Thiriet, Régestes, Il, no. 1885, p. 204. Note the comment by Ducas, ed. 
Grecu, p. 239, ll. 5-8, ed. Bonn, p. 189, 1. 21 to p. 190, 1. 1: “But with the 
Basileus John he was not by any means reconciled, but he nourished an 
enmity admitting of no truce. As he was not able, indeed, to do anything 
. against the City, he directed the wrath in his mind toward the regions of 
Thessaly and toward the invasions of the Peloponnesus.” Whereupon the his- 
torian speaks of Murad’s attacks on Greece and his blockade of Thessalonica. 

125. Sphrantzes, 1030C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 121; ed. 
Bonn, 118), gives the bare report that, during this summer, Manuel’s son 
Demetrius, Hilario Doria, and the latter’s (son-)in-law Georgios Izaoul 
fled to Galata, from which they intended to go over to the Turks; but instead 
they went to Hungary. Cf. Gill, “John VIII Palaeologus,” 156 (109); and 
Muralt, p. 813, no. 19. The related Bo. yo. No. 1, p. 3, Il. 13-15, is even 
more terse, stating that on July 4 Demetrius crossed to Galata with Hilario 
Doria (Izaoul is not mentioned), and that on the 6th of the same month 
Demetrius himself (and apparently without even Doria) sailed to Hungary 
on a galley. We have no information on the incident other than these simple 
statements. 

Demetrius was still well under the age of twenty at this time, but, in view 
of his reckless and selfish conduct in later years, such an act this early is 
wholly credible. What its cause might have been is not known, but it could 
have been the first of many open personality clashes with his eldest brother. 
(Iorga, Geschichte, 382-383, suggests that he was attempting to follow 
in the path of Andronicus IV and John VII and win support from the Turks 
as a pretender—at least a sound possibility.) What is even more curious is 
the involvement of Doria. Why should this old henchman of Manuel cast in 
his lot with the irresponsible young prince? There is one possibility. Could 
this suggested disaffection have some relationship to the supposed marriage 
of one of Doria’s daughters to the defeated young prince Mustafa, if it did 
take place? Such speculation is provocative, but without any concrete basis. 
In the absence of any other available evidence this episode remains a mystery. 


The Final Struggles, 1413-1495 ye Wee 
ably had learned not to waste his strength on the well-fortified 


capital itself. Instead, he directed his wrath against other Byzan- 


tine holdings, specifically the Morea and Thessalonica. 

The former was the first to feel his vengeance. Theodore II 
had foreseen the growing Turkish threat to the Peloponnesus 
and had made various moves to win the cooperation of Venice in 
the defense of the Isthmian fortifications, but with little suc- 
cess.1”° In late spring the dreaded blow fell. An Osmanli army 
under the General Turachan hurled itself upon the peninsula. 
The great Hexamilion, the object of such toil and concern on 
Manuel's part, was as nothing. No attempt was made to man 
or defend it, and on May 21-22 the Turks passed through it as 
a hot knife would through butter, leaving it ruined once again. 
Ravaging as they went, the Turks met with serious opposition 
only from the large Albanian element, who. were crushingly de- 
feated and massacred at Tavia (the modern Davia,.and the 
ancient Mainalos, in Arcadia) on June 5, 1428. Turachan’s army 
made no effort at permanent conquest, but it departed only 
after having dealt a serious blow to the Morea.*”” 


126. Seen. 26 above; cf. also Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec, I, 192-196. 

127. Our most important source for the dating of the fall of the Hexamilion 
is an anonymous Venetian letter (partial text ed. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 
334-335), which recounts the desertion of the wall by its defenders and its 
destruction by Turachan, all on May 21; it speaks also of the Turkish ravages 
in the Morea. General allusions to the entire episode are made by Chalco- 
condyles, ed. Darké, II, pp. 16-17 and 58-59, ed. Bonn, pp. 238-239 and 
283, with no date; and by Sphrantzes, 1030B (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papa- 


dopoulos, 121; ed. Bonn, 117-118), who dates at least the first of the two 


events in May of 1423. (The Chron. Barb. 111, 61, mistakenly. places 
Turachan’s campaign after the conclusion of peace with the Sultan, and 
makes the destruction of the Hexamilion a fulfillment of its terms; but it 
does speak correctly of the massacre of the Albanians.) Of the short chroni- 
cles, the Bg. ye. No. 19, p. 36, Il. 33-35, gives the date of the fall of the 
Hexamilion as May 22, 1423, cites the Turkish progress in the Morea, and 
refers to the slaughter of the Albanians without date. No. 27, p. 47, Il. 65-67 
(originally published at the end of the Bonn edition of Ducas, p. 518, 
ll. 13-17), gives almost exactly the same entry, with the addition of the date 
for the massacre at Tavia. For a harmonization of these two texts, see 
Loenertz’ Chron. br. mor., no. 28, pp. 408-409, and his commentary, pp. 
434-435. The terse entry in the short chronicle published by Veés, no. 6, 
p. 61, simply refers to the destruction of the Hexamilion in 1423. See Zaky- 
thinos, Le Despotat grec, I, 196-198; Mompherratos, Oi Ilad. év Tei., 
52-53; Miller, The Latins in the Levant, 387; Hammer, I, 417, trans. Hellert, 
II, 246; Iorga, Geschichte, 382; Lampros, “Ta telyn,” 470-471. On the 
dating, see also Loenertz, “Pour Vhistoire,” 158 (who does not use the 
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session to any great degree, for-the city was to be wrested from 
them by the Turks after seven perilous years, on March 29, 
1480.25 

As.1428 drew to its end, the Byzantine situation was no better. 
‘Murad remained hostile. It was obvious that some outside as- 
sistance was needed. John VIII recognized this. Whether this 


old and oversimplified view of the Pseudo-Phrantzes can be completely 
discarded. Cf. Lemerle, “a Domination vénetienne,” 219-222; Ostrogorsky, 
History of the Byzantine State, p. 497, and n. 3. See also Heyd, Histoire 
du commerce du Levant au moyen dge, Il, p. 280. 

Yet, it is easy to see how the fiction of a personal sale by Andronicus 
might have sprung up. Note that, in its instructions of July 27, 1423, the 
Venetian Senate did concede (ed. Sathas, I, p. 144, Il. 17-21) that the 
Signoria might promise the Despot the annual sum of .20,000 to 40,000 
aspers to offset his expenses and loss of income in .Thessalonica: from 
compensation to purchase is a small.step for the historian’s imagination. 
Moreover, there are also various réports of territories offered to Andronicus 
in recompense for his surrender of Thessalonica: cf. Vakalopoulos’ article, 
‘“Zupborn othv totogia tig Osooadovinng exit Bevetoxoatias (1423- 
1430),” Téuog K. ‘Aguevonoviov, pp. 133-136. According to Chalcocon- 
dyles, ed. Darké, I, 193, ed. Bonn, 206, Andronicus went from Thessalonica 
to Mantinea in the Peloponnesus. At any rate, he was in Constantinople 
-when he died on March 4, 1428. According to our sole reference to his death, 
.Sphrantzes, 1034D (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 137, ed. Bonn, 
134), he had retired to the Pantokrator Monastery where he had taken 
the monastic name of Akakios; and there he was buried: cf. A. T. Papa- 
dopulos, Versuch, 62. He left a son, John, of whom little is known: cf. ibid. 
For a recent critique of the work of Thiriet, Vakalopoulos, Mertzios, and 
others, on Thessalonica and the Venetians, see G. E. Ferrari, “Recenti studi 
veneto-tessalonicensi,” Archivio veneto, V, 52/53 (1953), 137-145. More 
recently, J. Tzaras, “La fin d’Andronic Paléologue, dernier despote de 
Thessalonique,’ Revue des études sud-est européenes, 3 (1965), 419-432, 
has argued for accepting Chalcocondyles’ report of Andronicus’ retirement 
to and death in Mantinea, also contesting some of Mertzios’ conclusions. 

133. For good summaries of the Venetian rule in Thessalonica, see 
Lemerle, “La Domination vénetienne,” pp. 222-225; Heyd, II, 280-281; 
Thiriet, La Romanie vénitienne, 371-372; and Miller, “Frankish and Vene- 
tian Greece: Salonika,” 280-281. In more detail, see Vakalopoulos, A 
History of Thessaloniki, 65-75, and id., ‘“Xvp6odn,”’ 136-149. During their 
rule of Thessalonica, and the hostilities with Murad over it, the Venetians 
used the city also as a base for aiding the pretensions of yet another 
false Mustafa, who apparently also claimed to be the son of Bayazid, He 
seems to have been received first by the Venetians in the summer of 1423 
(deliberation of July 10: Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 339; Thiriet, Régestes, 
II, no. 1893, p. 206). Thereafter he was exploited by the Venetians around 
Thessalonica: see Thiriet, nos. 1949, 1980, 2000, 2004, 2018, 2132, and 
2134, (During this period another Turkish prince, identified as “Ismaél,” 
is referred to in Sathas, I, no. 96, p. 158, and in Thiriet, no. 1931: is this 
the same individual as the new false Mustafa?) But little is really known 
about this latest pretender: cf. Lemerle, “La Domination vénetienne,” 222- 
223. See also Iorga, “Sur les deux prétendants Moustafa,” 12-13. 
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recognition was a result of his father’s reasserted influence in the 
light of the 1421 miscalculation or whether it was simply an 


understanding on his own part, we do not know. But by the end ° 


of 1423 John had returned actively to his father’s old efforts to 
win Western military aid and to achieve this specifically by re- 
newing mediation between its expected commander, Sigismund, 
and. Venice. Previous efforts in this direction, as we have seen,*** 
had not been notably successful in the past. Probably as a result 
of this failure, John chose to adopt his father’s technique of per- 
sonal diplomacy. He apparently had no intentions of duplicating 
Manuel’s itinerary in the latter’s great journey of 1400-03—cer- 
tainly the situation of France vis-a-vis England would have 
prohibited that course anyway. Rather, John’s mission was spec- 
ifically concentrated on the question of Sigismund and Venice. 

John sailed from Constantinople on November 15, 1428, leav- 
ing as his regent his brother Constantine,*** who was then not 
quite twenty years of age. John’s immediate destination was Ven- 
ice, where the Senate allocated money on December 11 for the 
young Emperor’s reception and expenses.*** John was brought on 
a Venetian vessel, and on December 15 he reached the Lagoon 
City, where he was received with full honors.**7 He remained in 
Venice for more than a month. We have ample evidence of 
some of his transactions with the Serenissima. At the outset John 
raised the prizicipal points: a request for Venetian assistance to 

134, See pp. 382-339 above. 

135. Sphrantzes, 1030C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 121, ed. 
Bonn, 118); cf. Muralt, p. 814, no. 3. In a possibly corrupt and certainly 
less precise entry, the related Bg. yo. No. 1, p. 3, ll. 15-17, puts John’s 
departure, in Venetian galleys, on November 14, and sets his destination 
vaguely as ““Ogayxta,’’ which might be taken simply to mean thé West in 
general. On Constantine’s regency, see p. 381 below. 

136. Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 349; Sanuto, 972C-D. 

137. Sanuto, 971C, who reports that John wished to go to the Pope (“in 
Ponente”—?) to ask for aid against the Turks. But there is no other evidence 
for any such visit to the Pope, or, for that matter, for any such intention on 
John’s part; although it would not have been impossible as a planned adjunct 
to what was plainly John’s primary mission. John’s arrival in Venice (with 
the same date, December 15), and his negotiations for help there, are also 
described by another Venetian source cited in Baronius-Raynaldus, 1423, 
no. 26 (Vol. 27, p. 556); cf. Muralt, p. 814, no. 4. Citing other modern 
authors, D. J. Geanakoplos, in his Greek Scholars in Venice, Studies in the 
Dissemination of Greek Learning from Byzantium to Western Europe (Cam- 


bridge, Mass., 1962), 30, speaks erroneously of Manuel II himself as the 
Emperor received in Venice in 1423, instead of the actual John VIT. 
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378 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Among other places, presumably, he visited Manuta and had 
some dealings with Gianfrancesco Gonzaga, its ruler, and Sigis- 
mund’s Vicar-General in North Italy. For, back in Milan once 
more,.John wrote to Venice on May 8 to arrange for the transfer 
to Gonzaga’s agent of some pledges (pignora) that the Emperor 
had originally left in Venice in security against loans there." 
‘During the summer of 1424 John at last reached Hungary and 
met with Sigismund. One of the subjects of discussion, inevitably, 
was once again the question of Church union. The Western Em- 
peror exhorted the Eastern Emperor to strive toward this goal,>** 
an urging to which John doubtless listened sympathetically, in 
view of his general disposition in the matter. As for the principal 
concern of the mission, the effort at mediation between Sigis- 
mund and Venice, little of immediate importance appears to 
have come of it; although, after another year, there seems to 
have been a warming of relations and talk at last of cooperation 
against the Turks.*** On balance, then, this initial adoption by 





361; less satisfactory, Thiriet, Régestes, IT, no. 1927, p. 214. At the same 
. time, the Senate instructed its agent in Milan, who was conveying this cor- 
respondence, to show John’s letter and the Senate’s response to it to Visconti, 
and not to send the response to John if the Duke disapproved of it. On 
John’s request for news, see also n. 151 below. Délger, Regesten, no. 3415, 
p. 112, places about this time a treaty renewal with Genoa. 

147. Délger, Regesten, no. 3417, p. 112; text of John’s letter, ed. Lampros, 
Tlad. xat ITed., TI, 353. 

148. Syropoulos, II, xii, pp. 8-9. Subsequently (II, xxxiv, pp. 35-36), 
this writer refers to a claim by John that Sigismund had offered, during this 
1424 visit, to make the Greek Emperor his heir to the Holy Roman throne 
in reward for healing the schism, should he accomplish it. Knowing Sigis- 
mund’s passion for extravagant schemes, it is not impossible for us to believé 
that he might have made such a proposal, impossible of fulfillment as it 
would have been. Cf. Gill, The Council of Florence, 39. Délger, Regesten, 
has no entries at all on this mission—appropriate, perhaps, to its fruitlessness. 
See also Beckmann, Der Kampf Kaiser Sigmunds gegen die werdende Welt- 
macht der Osmanen, 97; more recently, there is Moravesik’s article, “Vizan- 
tiiskie imperatori ich posli v g. Buda” (“Les Empereurs de Byzance et leurs 
ambassadeurs 2 Buda”), 250-252. 

149. On October 30, 1425, the Senate received a large number of pro- 
posals from Sigismund suggesting peace and cooperation between himself 
and the Veneto-Milanese league, with detailed suggestions for common action 
thereafter against the Turk. The Venetians expressed interest: Iorga, Notes 
et extraits, I, 409-410; Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 2006, p. 232. Thus, even 
after Manuel’s death—and therefore beyond the scope of this study—there 
was once again what the old Emperor had so long been seeking, talk of joint 
military action from the West to combat the Turks. But, as always, talk did 
not necessarily produce results or action. 
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John VIII of his father’s technique of personal diplomacy had 
little success to show for itself when John returned home by 
way of the Danube, on November 1, 1424.1 

Thus, once again a Byzantine effort to obtain Western aid had 
been of little avail. By the time this effort had ended, however, 
the immediate need for aid had eased. For, at the beginning of 
John’s absence—whether as a result of his own efforts or on the 
initiative of Manuel or of the regent Constantine, we do not 
know—an accord was at last reached with Murad. An ambassa- 
dor, one Manuel Melachrinos, had been sent to explore once 
again the possibilities for peace. By this time Murad had become 
more conciliatory. Pursuing this opportunity, two more emis- 
Saries were sent out, Lucas Notaras and the historian Sphrantzes 
himself. On February 20 (or 22), 1424, peace was finally agreed 
upon, by the terms of which the Byzantines surrendered their 
title to a portion of territory, comprising some of the Marmora 
and Black Sea coast, which had been restored to them by Suley- 
man and Mechmed; they were also obligated once more to pay 
a large annual tribute.** 


150. Sphrantzes, 1030D~1031C (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 
122-124; ed. Bonn, 118-121), relates at length how, at the end of October, 
a message arrived from John, who had reached the mouth of the Danube 
and was awaiting the ships to transport him home. The regent Constantine 
was absent on a hunt at the time, and the court official and historian tells 
how he himself took the message from its bearer and conveyed to the 
delighted mother, wife (who, in view of unhappy marital life, could hardly 
have been as delighted as depicted), and father the news of John’s imminent 
safe return. Whereupon Sphrantzes proudly relates that, for his role in these 


glad tidings, the old Emperor bestowed rich gifts and a family heirloom . 


upon him, and “the young Despoina” gave him one of her fine gowns for the 
historian’s bride when he should marry. Cf. Berger de Xivrey, 179; Muralt, 
p. 816, no. 1. Though it lacks such personal details, more precise dates of 
John’s return are given by-the Bo. yo. No. 1, p. 3, Il. 19-23, which tells that 
two galleys sailed for Asprokastron (on the Black SeaP) on September 13 to 
fetch the Emperor John, who reached home thus on November 1. 

151. Délger, Regesten, nos. 3412, 3413 (the embassies), and 3314 (the 
treaty), p. 112; cf. also his no. 3407, p. 111, for an earlier approach to Murad, 
“about summer” of 1423. The Bg. yg. No. 1, p. 3, Il. 17-19, notes the sign- 
ing of the treaty, and gives the date as Sunday February 20, which is a 
coherent date. But it is perhaps better to accept the fuller Sphrantzes, 
1030C-D (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 121-122; ed. Bonn, 118), 
who riames the ambassador and who gives the 22nd as the date of the accord. 
According to him, Notaras—later to become the historian’s bitter rival and 
enemy—involved himself with the embassy purely for the purpose of placing 
himself in a good light at court. Sphrantzes says that he himself was sent 
by the Empress (Helena) in order that he might keep both Manuel and the 
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382 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


fluence, but the aged Emperor was involved in at least some of 
John’s initial dealings with Venice through letters.** And, even 
during John’s absence and the regency of Constantine, when the 
Venetians wished to register complaints to the government in 
Constantinople, they addressed them to “the old Emperor” and 
only alternatively to “his representative” or to “the Despot.” *** 
Plainly, to the Venetians Manuel was still the Byzantine Em- 
peror and, at least nominally, the sole head of the Byzantine gov- 
ernment. 

According to Sphrantzes,**” Manuel could be described as “bed- 
ridden” (xatdxowtog) in 1424, But it is clear that he was com- 
pletely lucid and able to converse reasonably freely with peo- 
ple.*** And converse he did with his son John, whom he sought 
to advise. He was still worried about some of John’s overly 
ambitious ideas and, as we have seen already,*® gave his son 
some penetrating and revealing warnings about the quest. for 
Church union. The historian Sphrantzes, by then an intimate of 
the Imperial family, was present when this conversation took 
place, and he tells us what happened after Manuel had given 
that celebrated advice to his son: 


. But the Basileus [John], not accepting, as it seemed, the argu- 
ment of his father, rose up, saying nothing, and departed. After a 
little meditation, his late and still-remembered father looked at me 
and noted: “While the Basileus, my son, is a fitting Basileus, yet, not 
so for the present time. For he sees and thinks on a grand scale, such 
as occasions warranted in the prosperity of our forefathers. But today, 
when our troubles are crowding close upon us, our state wants. not 
a Basileus but a steward [oixovépov]. And I fear lest from his schemes 


155. The text of the deliberation of December 30, 1423 (discussed above, 
p. 376, and n. 139), begins: “Cum serenissimus dominus Imperator Con- 
stantinopolis senior per suos ambaxatores sub ejus litteris credulitatis, etc... .” 
(text, ed. Sathas, I, p. 158, ll. 34-35, italics mine). The senior Emperor is 
obviously Manuel. It is interesting to note that in neither this deliberation 
nor in that of the same date (see p. 376 above) also involving John’s mission 
is actual mention made of the younger Emperor at all, even though he was 
at least physically present in the city. 

156. Deliberations of April 17, 1424 (Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 365-366: 
Thiriet, Régestes, II, no. 1930, p. 215) and July 16, 1424 (lorga, 370-371; 
Thiriet, no. 1948, p. 219), complaining about Theodore II's alleged outrages 
in the Morea (see n. 61 above). 

157. 1031A. 

158. See n. 150 above. 

159. See pp. 329-380 above. 
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and endeavors there may come ruin for this house. For, I’ observed 
his schemes previously also, and the advantages which he thought to 
obtain with Moustapha; and I saw as well the results of his exploits, 
into what danger they carried us.” 1° 


Unfortunately, as events were to show, John never did take to 


- heart his father’s discreet and realistic advice. 


But Manuel’s time was running out. Worn by his long years of 
toil and struggle for his realm, he apparently never fully recov- 
ered from his stroke. As his strength began to fail, he followed 
tradition by becoming a monk, under the name of Matthaios. He 
managed to survive his seventy-fifth birthday. Twenty-five days 
later, on July 21, the end came.*™ 


160. Sphrantzes, 1047A-B. Unfortunately, the author injects his account 
of this conversation as a later recollection to demonstrate how wise Manuel 
was in the light of John’s subsequent mistakes over the union question. He 
gives it no date, and it is therefore impossible to determine exactly when it 
took plave, save that the appropriate reference makes clear it was after the 
mistake of 1421. This passage has been translated by Gill, “John VIII Palaeo- 
logus,” 153 (105), who uses, however, the text of the Pseudo-Phrantzes, 
ed. Papadopoulos, 178; ed. Bonn, 179. This latter text, for the phrase 
which I have translated as “schemes and endeavors,” gives the words 
Toinpatwv xal éxuyeronudtwv. Gill translates this phrase as “poems and 
arguments” and uses it to demonstrate John’s literary education and propen- 
sities. In the first place, this is a mistranslation, for the words are a rhetorical 
linking of “deeds and undertakings” and have nothing to do with literary pur- 
suits, real or imagined, as the context of the passage makes clear. More 
important, however, is the fact that the spurious Pseudo-Phrantzes has here 
changed the words of the original Sphrantzes text, which gives the expression 
évdupnudtwv xal éniyeronudtwv. Here the contrast is a more vivid one, 
and the complete irrelevance of the text to Gill’s intended point is quite plain. 
There is also an abridged French translation of this passage in Berger de. 
Xivrey, 178-179; and Walter, 308-309. 

161. Sphrantzes, 1031C-D (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Pupadepodles 124; 
ed. Bonn,- 121), which is generally accepted as reliable. Thus, Khoury, 
“L’Empereur Manuel II,” 144; Muralt, p. 816, no. 6. The almost identi- 
cally worded and obviously related Bo. yo. No. 1, p. 3, Il. 23-27, gives the 
same date. 

But there is considerable digupreemient among other sources on the exact 
date. The event is noted by five more of the short chronicles, each with a differ- 
ent’ date. An entry published by Lampros, first in his ‘'. ..ovAAoyy) me@tH,”’ 
no. 88, p. 149, and then in ITad. xal Tle., II, 360, gives the date as July 
11, 6934, indiction 4 (1426). The Bo. yo. No. 15, p. 33, Il. 58-62, states 
the date as July 20, 6933, indiction 3 (1425), which is the closest of these 
variants to Sphrantzes’ figures. Both these chronicles give Manuel’s monastic 
name, and the latter also gives the place of burial. No. 38, p. 66, Il. 26-27, 
simply gives the year 6933 and refers to his adoption of the monastic garb 
and name “on the seventh day,” which perhaps reflects some corruption of 
the text. No. 44, p. 77, 1. 6, makes an even more bare statement of Manuel’s 
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6. Manuel as an Emperor: Some 
Conclusions 





LViany of the most important observations that might be 
made about Manuel II Palaeologus as an Emperor have already 
been made in the course of the foregoing narrative. Indeed, in 
‘many cases the very establishment of many details and of an 
integrated narrative itself represents conclusions of sorts. Never- 
theless, it might not be entirely out of place to pause here and 
review some general points, rounding out or extending some 
ideas inherent in what has already been said. 

The basic theme thus far, of course, has been the development 
of Manuel’s policies and the circumstances and attitudes that 
shaped them. At the outset, then, we should take note of one in- 
teresting point. This is the fact that the real author of Manuel’s 
fundamental policy—that is, of seeking aid from the West as the 
only hope for Byzantine survival—was not Manuel himself, but 
actually his father, John V. To be sure, the Latinophile Demetrius 
Cydones, a powerful influence on Manuel in other ways, may 
have played an important role in encouraging both John V and 
Manuel to adopt this policy. Nevertheless, it is still John V who 
deserves the credit for establishing it first as an official govern- 
mental policy. Poor old John has long been the subject of much 
scorn. But if some of it may be justified, yet, for all his personal 
mediocrity, John did recognize for a while the basic fact of 
Byzantium’s position. In the first half of the fourteenth century 
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Figure 29: Emperors of the Palaeologan House. Pen and Wash Drawing, 
Biblioteca Estense, Modena, Cod. «8.5.5 (=Gr. 122), £. 294” (photo 
courtesy U. Orlandini, Modena; see Appendix XXIV, A, I, 1). 
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of acting in concert or peacefull cooperation with the Turks on 
the other? Of course, such double standards are by no means 
foreign to the traditions of Byzantine diplomacy and history. But 
there.is-a real relationship between these two strands. After all, 
Manuel was by all means a realist when it came to matters of 
state. He was too intelligent and sensitive a person not to recog- 
nize the truth when confronted with it. He therefore never forgot 
that Byzantium’s only real enemy now was the Turks, whose suc- 
cesses could only increase danger to the Empire, and whose nat- 
ural goal could only be the final destruction of its precarious 
existence. The Battle of Ancyra did not change the Turkish posi- 
tion: it merely shook it and gave the Christians a new opportu- 
nity. The old quest for aid, therefore, could only be stepped up 
to take advantage of that opportunity; for the only hope for 
Byzantine survival was in securing genuine Western interest and 
assistance. In this understanding Manuel was certainly correct. 
Unfortunately, the Latin West was too reluctant or too dis- 
tracted to make use of the opportunity. With his acute under- 
standing of the Latins—the result of bitter experience—he realized 
how difficult it was to secure their aid, and how long it might be 
before he could do so. His realism therefore forced him into an 
outward paradox. If our assumptions are correct, Manuel himself 
may only have become involved originally in the struggles of 
Bayazid’s sons against his will and as a result of the unauthorized 
commitments made by his nephew. But, as the Turkish “Time of 
Troubles” progressed, it must have become plain that the long- 
range policy of seeking Latin aid was not enough. Since the 


needed help from the West could not be counted on readily or 


promptly, in immediate terms Manuel had to make the best of 


the situation through direct dealings, and even cooperation, with. 


the Turks. Thus, Manuel became involved in the wars of succes- 
sion. As it proved, what limited gains were achieved with his 


limited resources were the result of his careful manipulation. And 


the peace he made with the ultimate victor, Mechmed I,. was. 
only a means for buying time to support his still-continued quest 
for aid. The right hand complements the left, each on its own 
plane of activity. 

In pursuing this double-headed policy in his later years, Main: 
uel was enmeshed in a second paradox, an even more curious 
one. Just.as*he, in his earlier years, had acted in defiance of his 
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father, preferring resistance to appeasement, so, in turn, he 
found his own policies of moderation and precarious balancing 
challenged by his restless son John VIII. One is strongly tempted 
to wonder if Manuel himself ever reflected on this ironic parallel. 

The contrasts between the goals and methods of Manuel and 
of his successor have already been remarked upon. But it ought . 
to be stressed again that the basis for much of at least the eccle- 
siastical policy of John VIII, culminating in the union of Florence 
in 1439, was laid by Manuel himself. In his early and mysterious 
flirtation with the Papacy in 1884-85, then in his linking and sub- 
ordination of union efforts to projects of prior Western aid, and 
then in his final concentration on the problem of union from 1415 
on, Manuel’s sole interest in the question was as a lever in his 
quest for aid. Michael VIII before him had been able to exploit 
this issue as a political football with important diplomatic suc- 
cess, if with unpleasant domestic repercussions. As we have seen, 
Manuel understood how dangerous the matter was, and he 
handled it with prudent—if not cynical—caution. His son was to 
demonstrate the wisdom of Manuel’s caution when he abandoned 
it. 

Manuel ruled Byzantium during a period of agonizing crisis. 
Had it not been for Timur, the crisis would surely have been the 
last fatal one. Events beyond his control spared Manuel from wit- 
nessing the final collapse in his lifetime and even allowed him to 
win some very meager territorial gains. But his reign and life- 
time inevitably saw a drastic shrinking of Byzantine territory. 
With the weakening of the state and its resources came a weak- 
ening of the central authority. As a result, the epoch of Manuel 
was marked by a steady growth of the appanage system in By- 
zantine government. There had been ample precedents earlier in 
the fourteenth century, but only later was the practice to be- 
come firmly established. Manuel had held Thessalonica in his 
youth. His brother was given the Morea as a despotate. And, as 
a result of the family disputes, a separate enclave was held in 
succession by his brother Andronicus and his nephew John VII, 
in effect detaching that territory virtually as a dependency of the 
Turks. 

Under Manuel himself, however, the parceling out of ap- 
panages, though more extensive, was never allowed to run away 
with itself. Byzantium never spawned its own Burgundy. Indeed, 
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ing for such leadership. By Manuel’s time that capacity had long 
since vanished, and the Byzantine state was an irrevocably 
doomed and dying relic. But the elements which had made By- 
zantine civilization what it was were not entirely spent, even 
‘then. In our still-feeble appreciation of the complex and fasci- 
nating age of the Palaeologi, we are at least beginning to recog- 
nize Byzantium’s undiminished and even extended creative 
strength, especially in the field of art, amid its overall decay. Per- 
haps not the least significance of the reign of Manuel II is its 
demonstration that Byzantium still had the vitality and continued 
ability to produce leadership of the old high caliber, even in its 
most appalling political decline. 





7. Manuel as a Personality 
and a Literary Figure 


\ hile this study has been devoted in the main to Manuel II’s 
essentially political activities, it would not be out of place to 
round it out with a consideration of some other aspects of this 
Emperor's life in order to seek some further understanding of 
him as a human being. 

To begin with a fundamental matter, we are perhaps better 
informed as to Manuel’s physical appearance than we are on that 
of almost any other Byzantine Emperor—his own son John VIII 
being the most likely exception. In the three major portraits of 
Manuel that survive * we are confronted by the image ofa well- 
proportioned figure with noble, flowing features and a long beard. 
Some elements of these portrayals are perhaps idealized to a 


1. The most famous of the three major portraits is that in the manuscript 
of the works of Dionysius the Areopagite (discussed above, pp. 263-264 and 
n. 112), now in the Louvre. This shows not only the Emperor, but. his 
Empress, Helen Dragas, and their three oldest sons: see Appendix XV below. 
The second portrait, the sole major one of-the Emperor alone, is an impres- 
sive miniature in a manuscript of his Funeral Oration for His Brother Theo- 
dore, now in the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris, Suppl. gr. 309. The third 
is a sketch of the head of Manuel, with those of his father, John V, and his 
son, John VIII, in another manuscript, Cod. gr. 1783, preserved in the same 
institution. There are also a number of other representations of Manuel, both 
deliberate and presumed. These have been included throughout this book 
as illustrations, and all the known portraits of Manuel, of one kind or another, 
are discussed in detail and as a unit in Appendix XXIV, section I, below. 
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Figure 30: The Meeting of the Magi [The Reception of Manuel by Charles 
VI at Charenton?]. Iuminated Miniature, Les Trés Riches Heures du Duc 


de Berry, Musée Condé, Chantilly, f. 51” (photo courtesy Giraudon, Paris; . 


see Appendix XXIV, A, II, 2, a). 


Figure 31: The Adoration of the Magi [Including Manuel and Charles VI?]. 





Illuminated Miniature, Les Trés Riches Heures du Duc de Berry, Musée 
Condé, Chantilly, f. 527 (photo courtesy Giraudon, Paris; see Appendix 
XXIV, A, II, 2, b). 
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402 Manuel If Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Theodore, we find Manuel characterizing his father as “a most 
excellent Basileus, who displayed great affection to his sons.” 7 

Manuel's relations with his own personal family, however, are 
evermore difficult to judge. There is nothing to indicate that his 
- maarriage with Helena Draga$ of Serbia was anything but happy, 
or at least tranquil. She is portrayed to us as a woman of char- 
acter, and we know that she bore him a goodly number of chil- 
dren in his later years. It is true that Manuel sowed his share of 
wild oats and fathered at least several illegitimate children.* But 
all those of whom we have any knowledge were born unquestion- 
ably before his marriage to Helena, and there is nothing to sug- 
gest that he was other than faithful to her in their long years 
together. . 

His six sons were a mixed brood. None of them was particu- 
larly gifted, and they varied in quality from the gallant Con- 
stantine to the worthless Demetrius. One, Andronicus, was pre- 
maturely wasted and destroyed by disease before he could prove 
himself, while another, Theodore, was quickly revealed as in- 
capable of consistent and responsible leadership in the Morea. 
_ The. two youngest, Demetrius and Thomas, displayed capacities 
for little other than selfish ambition in their disgraceful rivalry in 
the Morea during the Empire’s closing hours, undoing much of 
their family’s previous good work. Perhaps proper fatherhood 
was difficult for Manuel in view of his age—he was forty-two 
when the eldest (John) was born; fifty-nine when the youngest 
(Thomas) came *—of his absences, and of his demanding pre- 
occupation with affairs of state. Of his relations with his sons, we 
can trace little except in the case of his eldest, his successor, the 
mediocre John. As a literary-minded Emperor, Manuel was 
proud to wield his pen for the benefit of his heir’s education.’ 
But we have seen how Manuel came into conflict with John over 
governmental policy in 1422, with regrettable results, and how 


7. Funeral Oration, ed. Migne, 197C, ed. Lampros, p. 26, Il. 7-8, in 
which Manuel, praising Theodore’s filial devotion, characterizes him as 
maig @v dglotm Baowdei wold ti tots viéou Seixvutt plitoov. . . . This re- 
mark is translated in passing by Berger de Xivrey, 64, without citation of 
location. 

8. See Appendix IX below. 

9. See Appendix XV below for the birth dates of Manuel’s sons. 

10. See above, pp. 344-345 and n. 84. 

11. See above, pp. 355 #f. 
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disappointed and concerned Manuel was over John’s attitudes.” 
Virtually the only indication we have of John’s attitude toward 
Manuel is the fact that John refrained from dismissing his un- 
loved second wite, the bride of a political marriage arranged by 
Manuel, out of deference to his father, a deference that ended 
with the latter’s death.** Otherwise, we know nothing of Manuel’s 
personal standing with his children, nor have they left us any 
scraps of information or comments on their father, as he did on 
his. 

In view of the bulk of Manuel’s own surviving literary output, 
it is disappointing that we find so little personal information 
about him in it. To be sure, such cultivated detachment is not 
unusual in the literary idiom of his time and is often even more 
prominent in the writings of his contemporaries. But, in his case, 
this lack seems at once particularly acute and also particularly 
disappointing. Even in his letters the stilted rhetoric only rarely 
gives way to reveal something of his genuine feelings. But when 
it does, the results can be most vivid and compelling. The most 
notable examples of such self-revelation are, of course, the letters 
already discussed, which contain the outpourings of his anguish 
as a military vassal with Bayazid.** But passages or texts offering 
any really personal insights are unfortunately rare and sparse in 
his writings. 

There is, however, one noteworthy instance in which Manuel 
relaxed to some degree and spoke of personal things. If still not 
devoid of rhetoric, it is a text that is nonetheless genuinely 
human and appealing. This comes at the beginning of a long let- 
ter to Demetrius Chrysoloras. The Emperor is at great pains to 
call attention to his crushing schedule, partly for the usual pur- 
pose of explaining his failure to keep up with his correspondence: 


For me there is a multitude of distractions which, by driving me on 
to other things, impels almost to abstain from those things without 
which it is not possible to survive. I have neglected the meal table, 
and time, and IJ take little thought for my food, whatever it may be. 


12. See above, pp. 382-383. 

13. See above, p. 349 and n. 96. Gill, “John VIII Palaeologus: A Character 
Study,” 155 (107), also emphasizes John’s tenacious retention of the his- 
torian Sphrantzes in his service after his father’s death, in accordance with 
the latter’s deathbed request, as a further display of filial deference. 

14. See above, pp. 88-98. 
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Such reasonably personal and individual passages, however, 
are exceedingly unusual in Manuel’s own writings. And one finds 
little in other contemporary material to shed light on the per- 
sonal’ side of the Emperor’s character. It is therefore of no small 

"initerest to come upon some slight suggestions of personal reflec- 
_tion—and unfavorable ones, at that—on Manuel in one of the im- 
portant sources of the period. We have already had occasion to 
make use of the satiric work called Sojourn of Mazaris in Hades. 
While this violently and scurrilously vituperative picture of the 
selfish, grasping, unscrupulous, and immoral courtiers of the early 
fifteenth century must certainly be used with caution, there is no 
doubt that it reflects an intimate knowledge of Manuel’s court. 
To be sure, Manuel himself seems almost to be held above the 
poisonous slander of this curious Lucianic and Aristophanic 
dialogue, and on the whole the author regards him with great 
respect, even admiration. In spite of this, however, there are 
three passages in the text from which one might clearly infer 
that the old Emperor was a difficult man to work under, to say 
the least. At one point the narrator speaks of his troubles at court 
_and refers to “the angry tempers of the sovereign.” *° Again, 
shortly thereafter, Mazaris speaks of the “terrors and wrath of 
the Basileus” *” and then suggests that Manuel used Mazaris and 
some of his associates as whipping boys: 
as the text characterizes him), perhaps a palace servant of Manuel, possibly 
even a Tagaxoudpevoc, a chamberlain, who sleeps in or near the Emperor's 
bedchamber. The allusion to trouble which is “common both to us here and 
to you there [xowdv . . . xdvratiba xdxet]” may suggest something of the 
chronology of this letter, as well as the whereabouts of its recipient, Deme- 
trius Chrysoloras. The latter seems to have served as a minister ( uecdCov) 
at the court of Thessalonica during most of the reign there of John VII 
(1403-1408), save for a brief visit to Constantinople in 1407 as moéabuc 
(ef. Délger, Regesten, no. 3207, p. 77) after which he returned definitely 
to Manuel's court in the capital: Cammelli, J dotti, I, Manuele Crisolora, 
198; P. Gautier, “Action de graces de Démétrius Chrysoloras,” Rev. d. ét. 
byz., 19 (1961), 343; cf. also M. Treu, “Demetrios Chrysoloras und seine 
hundert Briefe,” Byz. Zeitschr., 20 (1911), 108. This letter is the second of 
a series (uy’, ud’, us’, un’, v’), which presumably dates from Demetrius’ 
residence in Thessalonica. Hence the implied parallel which Manuel seems to 


make in this letter between “here” (Constantinople) and “there” (Thessa- 
lonica). : 


16. “...ai tod xeatotvtos dgyat...,’’ ed. Boissonade, 144, ed. Ellissen, 
213, 
17. “.. .pobseuspots xal Bacikéws doyrv. . .,' ed. Boissonade, 147, 


ed. Ellissen, 215. 
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. . . but whomsoever the most noble -Autokrator wishes. to affright 
and to strike with panic, whenever he sends them out on state service, 
he compares him with the miserable me, and [a colleague] and most 
wretched [another colleague], representing and convicting each of 
us as a monument of evil and of terror and of bad example.*® 


“And, at still another point, Mazaris speaks of himself as 
“having been exceedingly vexed by the sovereign.” ** In view of 
the great strains and pressures to which Manuel was subject, it 
is not surprising that the old Emperor might have a short temper 
and might have become a difficult master to serve, demanding of 
his subordinates, and irascible toward those with whom he was 
displeased. Again, this text must be used with caution. But it 
cannot be dismissed lightly, even if its unfavorable reflection on 
Manuel seems to be unique. For, aside from the highly question- 
able tale concerning his alleged injustice to an illegitimate 
brother,”® we have otherwise no authentically recorded instance 
of an act of real malice or spite on Manuel’s part. 

Another question which arises in discussing Manuel as a 
human being is that of his personal piety. We have one curious 
story in Clavijo, to the effect that Manuel had appropriated part 
of a relic from a monastery in Pera.2* One can never be sure 


€ 


18. “.. dM’ ototiwas Bovaetar 6 yevvatdtatos adtoxedtwe pobical te 
nal éxmiyEat, ddtav eic Acvtoveytacs éxngury, eur te tov Stotyvov xal 
tov Medixvdcag, xal taddvratov Bovlwthy nagabdArer, mov te xal 
eEektéyyov xaxlac xal pobsQuopod xal nagadelypatos otiAnv.” Ibid. 

19. “.. .aletota dviatels ixd tot xeatotvtoc,” ed. Boissonade, 165, 
ed. Ellissen, 231. In using these passages in this satire, however, we should 
bear in mind that it was written with the expectation that Manuel would 
read it himself. Indeed, it would seem as if the work had been written at 
the Emperor’s express command and for his specific amusement. We learn 
this from a little epistolary epilogue by the author, apparently addréssed to 
the Emperor, which does not appear in the editions of Boissonade and Ellissen 
and which survives only in a manuscript of the work they did not use; it has 
been published by M. Treu in his article “Mazaris und Holobolos,” Byz. 
Zeitschr., 1 (1892), 86-97: 86-87. This fact may add authority to its com- 
ments and prosopography, but it perhaps softens the seriousness of its 
vituperation and violent tone. This fact may also suggest that Manuel had 
a considerable sense of humor and was quite capable of enjoying a good 
literary joke at his court’s expense, if not also his own to some extent. 

20. As told by Chalcocondyles (see above, p. 285 and n. 153), whose 
bias is suspect here. 

21. Clavijo, ed. Lépez Estrada, 60-61 (cf. ed. Sreznevskii, 93; trans. Le 
Strange, 92), in telling of his visit to Galata, describes the relics he was 
shown at the Franciscan monastery there and relates that “moreover, there 
was displayed the right arm, with its hand, of St. Agnes, and it was very 
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The most striking aspect of Manuel's personality and activities, 
however, is by no means a function of his status as Emperor. We 
have had ample occasion thtoughout the foregoing pages to have 
recourse to Manuel's voluminous writings. In them he makes 
clear that his literary activity was the cornerstone of his being, 
at once a passion from which he could never free himself, and at 
the same time a constant refuge to which he could and did al- 
ways flee amid the crushing burdens and responsibilities of his 
official life, 

And in the case of Manuel's literary activity we are, for a 
change, dealing with an aspect of his life on which there is much 
material. His interests began fairly early and were cultivated 
throughout virtually all of his adult life. Fortunately, too, the 
Emperor himself has left us an interesting reflection on his love 
of letters and its development. This comes at the beginning of a 
long and still unpublished discourse on theological matters in 
the form of a letter to one Alexius Iagoup (or Jacob). Though its 
emphasis is on Manuel’s interest in theology, it reflects his 
broader preoccupations and various attitudes toward them: 


When you came to me a day or two ago, you said that one of your 
intimates, in conversation with you on the previous day, claimed 
to be extremely concerned about me. For he professed to be much 
aggrieved that, when the cares of ruling scarce allow me to breathe, 
I choose to become involved with theology. But this, says he, is full 
of danger. For his part, as a friend, he reckons most important that I 
live my life with caution. Wherefore, had he thought I would have 
heeded what he said, he would have advised me to abstain altogether 
from theological study. Indeed, since my rank impels me to other 
business in this age that affords me many diverse problems, he would 
have advised me to direct my zeal altogether toward them, and in 
no way whatsoever to let myself be involved in a science that does 
not at all concern me; nor, on the other hand, to seek out anyone 
for instruction in what is needed to deal with the subject. After all, 


a refined diplomat, was after all no strong military leader.” Assuming the 
word “strong” refers to personal characteristics, this verdict is by no mearis 
a just one, as the foregoing recapitulation of the Emperor’s military activities 
should indicate. It should also be borne in mind that no military leader, how- 
ever gifted a field commander or tactician, is of any value without an army of 
some kind behind him. Manuel's great difficulty was that his resources 
allowed him no such force, and it was for the precise purpose of obtaining 
it—in essence, of making himself “strong”—that all his diplomatic efforts were 
being strained. , 
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he claimed, a teacher of theology at once needs to be taught what 
is Truth from God Himself, and at the same time néeds to be the 
most advanced expert in pagan Greek learning, or at least’ to have 
become a master in one of these respects before he ‘tries to teach 
others. So that is certainly not within my reach now. Therefore, with 
matters as they stand, said he, it would accordingly be better for 
everyone—especially for the Basileus himself—not to wish themselves 
caught up in the toils of theology. And so he also said that he de- 
sires him [the Basileus] to make a written promise never by any 
means to seek involvement with theological dogmas, for never would 
he come anywhere near coping with so complex a subject. 

Well now, these statements certainly raise many and varied issues, 
to dispute which requires both labor and leisure. And for me to 
answer them would, as you can imagine, require something like a 
year. But this most violent era, with its unspeakable difficulties, some 
present and others threatened, neither grants-nor allows this. Where- 
fore, at first I decided there was no need to undertake any defense 
at all. But then, when you finished conveying his objections to me, 
you did demand an answer forthwith—though I suppose you will re- 
member, for you wanted to have it so that you could answer your 
inquiring friend; and I was not at leisure, for the evening hymn to 
God was being sung. So, when I did have some leisure, even if not ° 
complete, I thought I ought to come to grips with the question. In 
the first place, such points as indicate that the man spoke these ob- 
jections with no regard for my safety but merely that he was able 
to say with license at last things hitherto said in private: and with 
discretion, when now there was nothing to stop him—since there was 
no one who would answer back—such points will be left aside for 
the time being, since, as I said, time does not allow for.them. But, 
by contrast, the points that would cast discredit on me if'I should 
remain silent—that is, if I were to think everyone ought to discuss 
theology all the time indiscriminately with everyone else—these points, 
then, will be discussed for your benefit, as briefly as is possible. In 
this latter respect, it is desirable that one who is occupied with such 
important matters should exonerate himself completely if anyone 
should find fault with him. Whereas, with regard to the other ques- 
tion, not to find fault with the fault-finder in the event he has found 
fault unjustly is, I suppose, certainly worthy of commendations or, 
at least, not of being found fault with. 

So, then, when I was a child, it was not possible for me to frequent 
only the haunts of the Muses and to make this my sole employment, 
so that I could overtake every man of wisdom, even those who pride 
themselves in their learning. But, once I was out of my earliest in- 
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44. Manuel If Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


(From here Manuel returns to his interest in theology for the 
rest of the text.) ”° 

The question of the attitudes of others toward Manuel’s studies 
will be*dealt with shortly. It is interesting, however, to note here 
the’.emphasis that Manuel placed upon the interval of his im- 
prisonment, obviously that interval during the usurpation of his 
brother Andronicus IV (1876-79), as a valuable opportunity for 
advancing his studies.*° What is more curious, however, is the 
omission of any direct allusion to the man who, probably more 
than anyone else, shaped and guided Manuel’s literary develop- 
ment. 

No study of Manuel Palaeologus is possible without some 
study of Demetrius Cydones of Thessalonica. Nor was Manuel 
the only person to be influenced by this man whose life spanned 
almost the entire fourteenth century and whose career is in- 
separable from much of the political and cultural history of 
Byzantium in that period. Minister and confidant of two Em- 
perors, convert to Latin Catholicism, and ardently pro-Western 
politically and intellectually, Cydones was also a theologian and, 
most important of all, one of the central figures of Byzantine let- 
ters of the day. Few could have been better suited to be a mentor 
to the star-crossed younger son of John V. To be sure, we have 
little in the way of documented proof that this distinguished 
man actually was Manuel’s official and formal tutor. But there 
is strong circumstantial evidence to this effect, primarily in the 


29. As stated, the text of this long letter-discourse to Alexius Iagoup 
(Berger de Xivrey’s no. 56) has not been published yet. But it may be found 
in the principal manuscript of the Emperor’s works, Parisinus gr. 3041, ff. 
72%-85". It is from a microfilm of this codex, kindly provided me by the 
Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris through Dumbarton Oaks, that I have edited 
approximately the first three pages as a basis for the foregoing translation. 
This text may be found below, as Appendix XXIII. Actually, however, two 
brief extracts from this passage—and, arbitrarily, no more—were transcribed 
and published by Berger de Xivrey. The first of the two (lines 44-62 in the 
Appendix text below; paragraph three in the translation above) may be 
found in Greek in n. 1 on his p. 26, with his French translation, pp. 25-26; 
cf, Khoury, “L’Empereur Manuel II,” 130. This same passage has recently 
been translated into English by Dennis, The Reign of Manuel II Palaeologus 
in Thessalonica, 14; and previously one brief sentence was also given thus by 
Vasiliev, History of the Byzantine Empire, 629. The text of the second of the 
two extracts (lines 63-79 below; the fourth paragraph above) was printed 
by Berger de Xivrey in his n. 1 to p. 44, with translations neither by him nor 
anyone else thereafter. 

80. Cf. above, p. 32 and n. 84. 
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long and close relationship that flourished between them in 
Manuel’s mature years. Indeed, we have fairly definite testimony 


from the Emperor himself. Manuel frequently sent copies of his’ 


own new literary works to Cydones, itself a revealing practice. 
A letter enclosed with one of them, his Discourse of Counsel to 


the Thessalonians When They Were Besieged of 1883-84, de- 


serves quotation, both as an example of its kind and also for its 
own particular contents: 


The ability to write is clearly better than being wealthy, is sweeter 
also than all sweet things, and, indeed, brings the greater glory. One 
may find, however, that it is perhaps entirely the opposite case with 
those who, while attempting to write, have not been trained thor- 
oughly from childhood in the ways of letters. For anyone who wishes 
to learn how to write faultlessly, it is necessary first of all to have 
words in which men may take pleasure and matter to render them 
honored and envied, and to have a nature equal to the exercise, and 
an intelligence equal to the endeavor, and, in addition, to have the 
benefit of time. So, therefore, lacking all of the requirements I have 
enumerated, I thought it best to be content with silence and to hold 
fast to it with both hands: and I certainly have done this—for how 
long a time you know yourself, since you have not received my usual 
letters. But since the great affection and the equal good will which I 
nourish for your fellow citizens [i.e., the Thessalonians] have alto- 
gether overcome me, and since it appeared impossible for me to 
abide by my resolution—for there was need of my advice, and I said 
what seemed to me for the city’s advantage—I do not conceal this 
defeat from you, and I reveal my composition. For, if it is just and 


safe not to share one’s secrets with those who are not one’s friends, . 


it is far from just, and it is also dangerous, to keep anything a secret 
from such a friend as you happen to be to me. So, again I reveal my 
defeat to you, and thereby, as it were, I denounce myself to you. 
At the same time, however, I know well that you will be indulgent, 
since I imagine that you also, swayed by the influence of affection, 
have often trodden on rules and laws which you yourself set up. 
Nevertheless, as for this composition, should it seem to have been 
put together well, and not to be something to be concealed, you 
yourself will know in what ways you will reveal it. So, may you pluck 
yourself sweet fruit, as being the instigator of this; for you yourself 
supplied the seeds to me, and likewise by you was the watering 
bountifully poured forth. On the other hand, if it appears worth only 
casting into the fire, seek not to receive satisfaction from me: rather, 
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418 Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


There comes to you the customary offering, writing sent to the 
father of writing. This is my own work, to which the troublesome im- 
positions now upon me, become as a spur and as compulsions, led me. 
I know. at any rate, that this discourse will gladden you more than 
those which have come from me before this, since it reaches you 
while you are abroad and is a conversation between persons to whom 
you were once pleased to listen and whose sight you once said you 
regarded as a delicacy, being with whom, you also said, was not to be 
placed second to wealth [cf. Plato, Phaedrus, 227B]. But I myself, on 
the other hand, would wish this dialogue to gladden you not for this 
reason only, but also in its surpassing all my literary offspring which 
preceded it. At all events, if it should turn out in accordance with my 
intentions, it is thanks to you. For, he who furnishes the seed is him- 
self the author of the begetting, as your comrade says.*® But if, on the 
other hand, the results of my aspiration should work out to the con- 
trary, and if, in addition, I should seem to you to have made no 
progress and even to be mentally incapable of producing writing, I 
will fall back on the argument of this troublesome time and other 
such factors, and perhaps I will reasonably excuse myself. But some- 
one else, not unjustly, might put the blame on the gardener who has 
cut off the water: I mean you, who has put an alien country before 
your homeland, which latter has more claim on you than any other 
now, at a time when duty demands that you should endeavor by 
every means to help it; which is certainly clear proof that you do not 
bear your country the love which you ought. Do not imagine that, 
by lamenting its fate while you are sitting out of arrow shot, you 
are fulfilling your obligation to it! But in its evil state you ought to 
share its dangers and help it with deeds as far as is possible, if you 
have any intention of displaying yourself as a soldier worthy of 
more than a posting for desertion.** 


¢ 


; 40. ““O yag 16 onéoua nagacyhv, obtos tév pttwv aitioc 6 ods 
Etatedc gyow’’ (ed. Legrand, p. 93, ll. 13-15). When Manuel speaks of 
your comrade” (6 od¢ Etatgoc) in his letters to Cydones, he invariably 
means Plato. And Plato does, indeed, use this kind of imagery a number of 
times. But this does not seem to be a quotation (as the editor makes it), and 
the closest parallel in any of Plato’s works seems to be a passage in a work 
Manuel thus had in mind at least twice in this letter, the Phaedrus, 277A: 
“Ghd Exovtes onégua, Sev GAou év ddoug HFeor puduevor totr’ det 
avavatov ixavol....” 
41. Letter £3’, ed. Legrand, 92-93, fully translated here; a brief passage 
is translated into French by. V. Laurent in Rev. d. ét. byz., 14 (1956), 201. 
The reference to “persons to whom you were once pleased to listen, etc.,” 
apparently alludes to Manuel himself and his mother, who are the actual 
protagonists of the Dialogue sent with the letter. On the dating of this letter, 
see above, pp. 111-112, n. 32. 
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The reference to “putting an alien country before your home- 
land” and the extraordinary preachment which follows are quite 
startling: Let us recall that this letter was written just after the 
Battle of Nicopolis, at a time when Byzantium was facing a new 
peak of danger in the face of Bayazid’s renewed onslaughts. And 
so we find Manuel actually rebuking Cydones for desertion of 
their country in a time of peril.*? This letter raises interesting 
questions about a possible souring of relations between the old 
scholar and his exalted pupil at the very end of their relationship. 

If Cydones played a fundamental role in fostering and en- 
couraging Manuel’s intellectual interests, he was by no means 
the only one. Manuel could feel well at home in the company of 
the large intellectual circle of the day. To be sure, outside of this 
circle there may have been some objection to the spectacle of 
the Emperor whiling away his time with scribblings while the 
state was suffering such wrenching agonies. We may recall an 
interesting and significant remark made by Manuel in the course 
of one of his letters, already quoted in full, written to Cydones 
during his trying military service with Bayazid. Commenting on 
the difficulties of finding time for his beloved correspondence 
while in the field, Manuel observes: 


. . . As for those to whom it is not bearable that I should be engaged 
in literary pursuits when sitting at home, they would quickly make a 


42. On Byzantium’s post-Nicopolis situation in general, see above, pp. 
137 ff. In regard to Manuel’s cutting reprimand to Cydones for abandoning 
his country in its hour of need, two facts might be recalled. The first is that 
Manuel himself may well have contemplated doing exactly the same thing 


himself at two points during Bayazid’s siege: see above, pp. 124-125 and 146.” 


(In fairness to Manuel, it might be noted that our evidence for this contem- 
plation is simply the speculation of the Venetian Senate in 1394 and 1397, 
which may have been based simply on their concern to keep in mind all 
possibilities of what might happen, rather than on any actual plan on Man- 


uel’s part.) The second fact is that Manuel himself, as we have already seen, . 


wrote to Cydones just after the latter’s departure in 1396, stressing how 
fortunate it was that his old friend had escaped the terrible post-Nicopolis 
situation: see the translation above, pp. 134-136. In the light of these two 
facts, Manuel’s cruel sarcasm seems unduly harsh. Yet, this astonishing note 
of ill-feeling at the very end of their long and otherwise affectionate relation- 
ship can no longer be ignored in assessing that relationship. Moreover, this 
remarkable letter enables us quickly to discard the characterization by 
Zakythinos (“Démétrius Cydonés et l’entente balkanique au XIV¢® siécle,” 
47) of Cydones’ final journey as a noble mission for nothing less than “afin 
de plaider, pour une derniére fois, la cause de son pays en danger.” Cydones’ 
voyage was a purely personal one and seems to have involved no official 


business whatsoever. 
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499, Manuel IIT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


intended initially for a specific reader, usually well-informed about 
the matters which the author wished to discuss with him. How many 
allusions, intelligible to the recipient, must remain mysterious for us! 
This is, after all, the one difficulty common to all letter writing. But 
in.thé case of the Byzantines it is singularly aggravated. Written ac- 
cording to the precepts of a rhetoric hostile to proper names, to 
concrete details and to technical terms, their letters offer to us the 
image of their times in a distorting mirror of Classical antiquity. The 
reader sinks into the Cave of Plato, to draw awareness of the il- 
luminated world from the outlines of a pageant of shadows. The 
nine archons preside over the destinies of the city, the thesmothetai 
are seated beneath the Tholos, the Hellenodikai pronounce judgment 
among the athletes of the Olympian gathering. The Triballians popu- 
late Serbia and the Moesians Bulgaria, and, ruling Asia Minor, the Per- 
sians threaten the freedom of the Hellenes. In that vast correspond- 
ence, only few strange words .: . would baffle a contemporary of 
Pericles. . . .* 


As with so many Byzantine writers, Manuel could never escape 
the overwhelming consciousness of the traditions of the Clas- 
sical past, which lay upon them almost as a kind of dead hand. 
Something of this outlook is reflected strikingly in one of 
Manuel’s letters to a friend, Gabriel of Thessalonica. Even if 
much of its contents is stereotyped and stylized, it still reflects 
most interestingly something of the Emperor's attitude toward 
his own writing, and of the perspective of well-educated Byzan- 
tine intellectuals in general. As such it deserves to be better 
known: 


It is said that once a peasant, upon beholding a palace, was so. 


much astonished at its beauty that he came to loathe the hovel in 
which he was living and set it afire. If this is altogether absurd, then 
there is no need for any intelligent man to find fault with his own 
productions, should they be of some worth, merely because someone 
else’s are a great deal better. Rather it is fitting to admire those things 
that are splendid but, at the same time, to bear with those that are 
not, just as one need not hate his own sons should those of his neigh- 
bors be more comely. I will not be distressed, therefore, and I will 
make it my rule not to discuss the point, inasmuch as I am well aware 
that my ability in the realm of writing is not on a level with those 
who are highly esteemed in this respect. On the contrary, I would 


49. Loenertz, Les Recueils, p. vi; a portion of this passage is also quoted 
(in the original French) by Dennis, 20. , 


Manuel as a Personality and a Literary Figure. | 428 


not want to rank myself at all with those possessing high’ reputation 
in the art of writing. For, I am not ignorant of the Phaedrus by 


Plato, son of Ariston. Nor, therefore, would I ever succumb to the - 


desires of other people who encourage me to be overly proud. 
Nevertheless, it seems to me exceedingly stupid if, as regards the 
fruits of our effort that seem to be of some usefulness, we should 


‘obliterate them completely because they are not absolutely mar- 


velous. Quite the contrary: if one will make this his law—I mean 
that the inferiors must keep silent out of deference to their betters— 
why then, I believe not one of our modern generation would dare to 
open his mouth, in view of the pre-eminence by far of the ancients. 
But this would be very unfortunate. After all, the best course for 
those of us who endeavor to write at all is to regard the works of 
the leaders in writing as our models, so far as is possible. At the 
same time, however, we must understand clearly that we do not ap- 
proach them, and we are in no wise to be abashed by their superiority, 
nor to find it unbearable that our own compositions rank vastly below 
those of Demosthenes and Thucydides and their peers, inasmuch as 
the glories of the past have quite deserted the mortals of present 
times. Certainly if one should place the writings of the ancients be- 
side those of the present age, he is “exchanging gold for bronze.” 
[Iliad VI, 286.] For, such is the inferiority of our times that, reduced 
to the necessity either of writing as did those disciples of Hermes and 
the Muses once wrote, or else of not writing at all, no one nowadays 
would produce a single word, since it is not possible to talk on their 
level. And yet, should we abstain from the practice of writing, our 
education will be so undermined that it would become impossible for 
us to understand the dogmas from which is derived our True Faith. 
With these points in mind, my worthy friend, I continue writing, 
not as much as I ought, but as much as my time allows, so that I 
will serve to those under my sway as an example in the love of 
letters, in order that they, as they mingle so much with barbarians, 
may not themselves become entirely barbarized. There comes to you, 
then, something from among the fruits of my own toils. And, if there 
be found in it anything worthwhile, you will point it out by what 
means you think best, nor will you keep it to yourself. If, on the other 
hand, it be judged absolutely worthless, a sponge will cure it [ie., 
by erasing it], as Aristeides says. I mean to say, in the latter case, 
either deliver it over to the fire-god’s hearth, or at least let it be seen 
by no one else: though I do not mean this to apply to the good 
Makarios, who is a true friend and who is distinguished in virtue.® 


50. Letter v6’, ed. Legrand, 78-79, fully translated here; French transla- 
tion of a very brief passage (Il. 20-23) by Berger de Xivrey, 146; virtually 
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These come down to us in séveral manuscripts, most of them 
from the fifteenth century. The most important of these is un- 
doubtedly that now in the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris, the 

-Parlsinus graecus 8041. This deserves to be called the principal 
manuscript of his writings, not only because it contains a larger 
‘number of them than any other single manuscript—though by no 
means all or the most important of them—but also because it 
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was apparently prepared under the direct supervision of the Em- 29 
3 ips ? . oo. 9 ; a 
peror himself. The recognition of Manuel’s personal involvement os 5 3 a. 
with this manuscript was first made by the great French scholar : Oc 
& : : of. . oO 
Boissonade almost a century and a quarter ago, in connection a g5 a 
¥ é r > “ 3 on 
with the heavily marked-up and mutilated state of one of the y “ ee 
. 7 . . V t ims oe aN 5 eg wt we 
works it contains, the Dialogue on Marriage (Ilegl yduov). . Pt : ie s "a 
“Which dialogue,” he observes, “after many erasures and at- 7 as = ne oe B g 
tempts at correction, was at length completely crossed out from te ie uy ey eRe  Z § 
mee j ea fee | 
beginning to end, by the hand—who could doubt?—of the most a 4 ey EE a baqdw. 3 5S 
Ls 448 pot ROS we eke oe 
august author himself.” tli able lak gaa as ie 
; : : : = aa. a ea i bok fe a > see 
Amplification of this conclusion was made by Legrand, who, : BS j “3 ae ae “ 4 q Se 
« : Pere : ,. chad gp Say sok 2 Se a sl ek 1o 
in his 1898 edition of Manuel’s Letters, wrote thus: aay Gag es ; it ee Migs Pad oe 3 
AR 3 oi ba ft Ge oe Bae Se 
: . ‘ < hoQ 430-6 °2.9 5% tacg 8 9 e8Co-e Sb mj 
This manuscript has undergone certain corrections . . . and some t Vege se ee 7 = z fa) 
suppressions which, in our opinion, could only have been carried out g me 
by the august author of the Letters. This is the same hand which has Lop h sea BE} 
amended the IIegi yduov, then has finished by: crossing out this work. sce gd fb bis Chee E@ ays fe St ane : sO S 
Boissonade was of the opinion that Manuel alone could have treated Ae Bis 3. te & Sa 4 UES? PROT oe 3 a £ 
thus his work.® a A Here sa ae be wigs i Aan ie bak. 
pepe O12) PEVbes49 2 bby 9 f go 
bly never did exist, since most of the assumptions on which their existence is aE ene 4 S493 nay e ho a a3 Raid . a 3 a2 & 
based are very questionable, to say the least. Tae a ey a Feed ae 3 et FA 4 ia zor 2 oi 
To avoid the involvements and pitfalls of Petit’s and Berger de Xivrey’s fohte hors Fay tye ee SiR AGS ee S 3 3 
respective methods, the following survey of Manuel’s works is cast in terms gf aa C8 ere Gye 4 8 he 2 eh Pie EES §ea™ 
solely of a review of surviving manuscripts. Of these manuscripts, the present S5 5 EVE ey EF PEGS SE : qe a Soad 
writer has been able to examine only one directly, the Parisinus gr. 3041, and ia “a OA ae ‘i 3 a ; eee 2 Gq cee qa a ia i ee = ad 
that only in a microfilm provided by the Bibliothéque Nationale, through go hitb 2 3 JB 4 38h 3 a Ko kee 28 oO 8 yg 
‘ . . ie : ie FE sna te Ned wok +3 & 2 % em. f 5 a “4 pat => i o fons ” 
Dumbarton Oaks. The other manuscripts are discussed on the basis of infor- F-32345 8S PEA ech ha 245 226. EX 
‘ : : : : . : ee a G5 bo 8 US 
mation published to date by other scholars and in the various manuscript 28 : 3 ad a4 az a4 7 i. ee ce a 5 2 MES 
catalogues. Eevs Gp iis 5 Le e273 ga et kG om 
“ery a qe , é ; oP Gig 2 BA eek 8 oe ga a: Tl she i gd 
54. “Qui dialogus, post multas lituras et correctionum tentamina, fuit 44 Aa Sua 4 ty Bo - ae Le - 
demum a capite ad calcem totus cancellatus, manu, quis dubitet? ipsius \4 2hGds Peas ddr 4 ce ae Pe! 
auctoris augustissimi....”: Anecdota nova (Paris, 1844), p. 249, n. 1, the AES eee ee ls 


observation being made in connection with the text of Manuel’s letter to 2 ee ee, 
Cydones which accompanied a copy of the Dialogue. For a photograph of ” os aes ee 
two pages of that text, see Figure 34; see also Appendix XXIV (A, III, 4). 

55. Lettres de Tempereur Manuel Paléologue, p. xii. 
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430 Manuel II Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


Patriarch Euthymios (4), and-Cabasilas (3). Of the remaining 
recipients only four received two letters, and the remaining 
thirteen were addressed only one letter each. These recipients 
include such individuals of note as the Emperor’s mother, Helena 
' Gantacuzena; his brother, the Despot Theodore I of the Morea; 
.the Italian humanist Guarino; the Emperor of Trebizond 
‘(Manuel ITIP); and the Metropolitan Gabriel of Thessalonica. 
The others are individuals almost or entirely unknown to us. 
Manuel’s selection—and these sixty-three are quite obviously 
only a gleaning from a much larger body of correspondence— 
was probably not, however, intended as representative of any 
meaningful ratio of recipients, but was doubtless based on 
criteria of style and content as met by these particular examples, 
which he chose to preserve above all others. His personal partici- 
pation in the preparation of this collection assures us of the sig- 
nificance of this selection. There is also good reason to assume 
that the numerical order in which Manuel placed them is more 
or less chronological, a valuable asset in using these texts if the 
assumption is correct.” 
_. The remainder of the manuscript is given over to a series of 
the Emperor's purely literary works, ranging in length and sig- 
nificance from the very trivial to the very substantial. In the 
order in which they appear—which is apparently without sig- 
nificance, chronological or otherwise, from this point—they are as 
follows: the discourse on the tapestry in the Louvre (f. 38"; B. 
de X. 47); the hypothetical address by Timur to Bayazid (88"; 


59. That the manuscript order of the letters is chronological was asserted 
by Berger de Xivrey, p. 60, n. 3: “The more one examines attentively the 
collection of these letters, the better one recognizes that they have been 
placed carefully in chronological order... .” Though scrutinized critically by 
Loenertz, Echos dOrient, 36 (1937), 271 ff., this assertion was cautiously 
acknowledged by him as a reasonable working hypothesis. As such, this 
hypothesis has been used in the present study as a qualified basis for certain 
chronological estimates. Legrand, in his edition of the Letters, scrupulously 
retained Manuel’s sequence and numbering, save that he added as no. 64 
(£8’)—a number never assigned by Manuel—another letter to Cydones which 
actually comes later in the Parisinus gr. 3041, at the head of the ITegl ycuov, 
which accompanied it, a point to be noted presently. Legrand also included 
three other brief texts by Manuel, as may be seen in Petit’s article, and 
Legrand also added two other texts not by Manuel. According to his preface, 
Legrand intended to append or to publish separately some notes and com- 
mentary on his edition. But he never did so: see Dennis, “Four Unknown 
Letters,” p. 35, and n. 2. ; 


Manuel as a Personality and a Literary Figure . 481 


B. de X. 54); the Psalm in celebration of Bayazid’s death (38 
39°; B. de X. 55); a religious poem of 812 lines of political verse 
(39"-46"; B. de X. 83); a brief prose exercise on a Homeric sub- 
ject (46"; B. de X. 2); the important Discourse of Counsel to the 
Thessalonians When They Were Besieged (47*-51");® a friy- 


? 


olous discourse on drunkenness, adultery, and suicide (51’-60'; 
B, de X. 1); * the long letter-discourse to Cabasilas (60°—65”; 
B. de X. 88); * an early panegyric celebrating the recovery of his 
father, John V, from an illness (66'~-72"; B. de X. 15); the lengthy 
letter-discourse to Alexius Iagoup, discussing theological matters 
(72°-85"; B. de X. 56); a letter-discourse to Andreas Asanes on 
dreams (86'-88"; B. de X. 18); a letter to Cydones intended to 
accompany the work which follows it (88°; B. de X. 17); and the 
long Ethical Dialogue, or Concerning Marriage, the Teg yduou 
(89'-104"; B. de X. 16). This last work is, of course, the one most 
heavily corrected by the self-critical Manuel, who finally seems 
to have reached such a point of dissatisfaction that he crossed 
out each and every page, often quite heavily. In this section of 
the manuscript we can see the author's own hand at work most 
fully, as the other scholars cited above have described.* 


60. Berger de Xivrey, p. 8, n. 1, accepted the earlier and mistaken opinion 
of Hasse that this work was not by Manuel but by Cydones, and therefore 
he did not include it in his chronology of the Emperor’s works. Since Petit’s 
article, as noted previously, this text has been published in a critical edition 
by B. Laourdas in Maxedovind, 3 (1953-55), 295-302. 

61. Since Petit’s article, an extract from this text, which is entitled 
Melétn modc uétuoov, has been edited by G. Soyter, in his Griechischer 
Humor von Homers Zeiten bis Heute (Berlin, 1959), 102, with partial 
German translation and synopsis, p. 103. : 

62. Since Petit’s article, of course, this text has been published in full in 
a critical edition by Loenertz, in Moxedovixd, 4 (1955-60), 38-46. 

63. Editions of this curious text have been undertaken but never carried 
out. Legrand, in the preface to his edition of the Letters (p. xi), claimed 
that he had transcribed this text, along with the Discourse of Counsel to the 
Thessalonians and the respective letter-discourses to Cabasilas and Iagoup, 
all of which he was prepared to publish. But this he never did. More recently, 
two successive modern scholars have considered an edition, but their schemes 
also have not been realized, at least at this writing. At the moment, the only 
part of this text currently in print is the extract published by Loenertz in the 
Rev. d. ét. byz., 15 (1957), 183-184, and now translated above, p. 111. 
Editing this text would not be an easy task, in view of its mutilated nature 
after Manuel’s markings. But it is worth making available, for it is a curious 
example of a Byzantine effort to expand upon a traditional subject, in the old 
dialogic form, with Classical models diligently kept in mind. Several ancient 
authors, including Theophrastus and Seneca, had written discourses on the 


Neh Sh, pg OEE PRY 


“soled IXX xipueddy ‘jo 
S6L9T “#8 ‘pop ‘Areriqyy aeorjeA oy Ul }di1osnuevw & ul poAreseid osye st ‘3A 
‘ayol OUO PUY “EQE-9GE SOF ‘TPE “4d usioD oy ‘“eyeuCHeN anbeyiorqrg 
ay} Ul Jdiosnuvur sJoyjouR Ul sATAINS OsTe (6-L “G=[ ‘sOu) si10}9] yBIy 
‘LBL “Weg ‘x-ma ‘dd ‘saiyzay “‘pueisery 9es saouenbas jey} JO OM}-Aj10F 
jsi OY} Joy}O oY} ‘Xepro UT [Te ‘gery}-AZXIS oyoTdur09 oy} SuTUTeyUOD UO “OGET 
Ul BSNSEY UT sHOTUeIAY s1Opoey,T, Aq PetaAoosTp UOToeT[Oo oY} Ul qed & ore 
juez}10duit sow oy], *$19}}9T § Jenuey jo s}dirosnueut 1ayzO pesn OsTe pueizey 
("9[qe} SITY UT JOU ore sure}UO suoTe WY Jenueyl Aq syIOM ay} ‘souey ‘ydrI0s 
~nluBU STG} FO e0Ueystxa oY} ‘O} yUeTeFTpur 0 “Jo ereMBUN Isq}Ie Useq VALY O} 
sreodde AaIATY ep JeBr1eg “red sty 107) ‘LZET-OS6T Wed ‘ :woNtpe sty Ul yw 
asn JOU pIp elozoroy} om ‘(TTA-t1A ‘dd ‘saigza'T) puvsBer] Jo yoreas oy pepnye 
pey 2 Inq ‘uoonepUNoy, Aq pauorueur useq sey ydyrosnueUL sty], “ploy ey 
pepueurmtoo BUO| Os sey jJeyy Sieye'T oq Fo uontpe peystqnd ey} I0F pons 
-u0o JOU go.mMos IofeM aUO OY} SEM BIZ “Us Snupsaqupg OY} Fey} .oTuoI a10F 
-a19T ST] “UOMIeT[OO [POE “42 snussiDg OY} WOIZ SAdUZIOATP 9Say} JO META 
Ul ‘s1a}Je'T SyonuByy JO Apnys 94} 10f somos yueyodul ue saynqsu0d Gg “wz 
* snumaging ey} ‘snyy, ‘gg ‘U UT aAoge passnosIp se . susopoareg J] [onueyy 
JO SIo}o[ UMOUZA Ino, Jo UOYONIsuOSeI sTY eYeUI 0} sTuUEC, pe[qeue 
DABY YOY $}X0} INO} osayy ‘o1oza10y} ‘st HW pue ‘TPE “49 snupsiing op sulseq 
yey} JUoUIseIZ OY} UT SeATAIMS YOIYM asessed ][NF oy} oNISUOD JOR; UT Yor 
s}xo} Mog osorp st I ‘poppe Aqaroy} ore Loy} YOIyAs 0} sioNo] Ieyrurey APeorye 
jo souanbes Surofer0j oy} enuNUCO 0} se Os porequINU ,suOoHsend [eonHeyy 
-odAyy Suistey sxoyer],, mmo Jo BurdnoszZ & (496-368) Jeo 0} uo svo08 GTZ “4d 
smuLaging ey} ‘Ioaemoy ‘sIoyerTT poysyqeyse oy} Jo eouenbes oy} Surmoyjo,y 
‘yas pueiZoT-snutsiing OY} Ul ,SIOPe]-UoU,, oy} Jo Om} ‘st yey} ‘(,syalqns 
pasodstp-[Jom sty 0} 1ayn1 JUapOAsuad B WOIZ, ssorppe oy} “,AA) BG pu (UOS 
sjonuey 0} ,suoneIC,, oy} Woy opstde Areyueuerddns 94} ‘AA) 9G ‘SON SB 
UONIPS spueiZer] Ul pue [FOE “43 snuisismg UT pUNOF oq 0} OTe Jey SYOL] 
(a8B-a8G ") StaHe'] SjonuL[ Jo UOHST[O0 $.67g vs Snupaquog MYL ‘99 
-O1deI XOPOD STU} oo THOS “MF SNuIsi“Dg OY} Se IepIO eutes oY} Ut 
‘s1o}J9[ petequinu sjenueyy JO Om} 4Nq Te SuruTeyUOO 0} UOTIP 
-pe Ul “GIS Snoapid snumaqung ayy ‘Arerqry WeopeA ey} Ul MoU 
‘Amyueo YW Oy} JO osye ‘Kopoo v ST SIT, ‘THOS 94} APUeopra 
-Z1s sdeyred pue AjeAtsuezxe syorjered ory ydirosnueul 1ay}0 
-ue Aq ‘uordeoxe oto TIM ‘yoodsax sty} UI PEMOT[OF St 3 ‘ysnoue 
ATBUTseLeUT *SYTOM Aynq your pue rofeu Ayjeer syonuey 
JO OWOU SUTB}WOS }f VY} ST fF JNOGe snNoLINo ASOUL ST FU AA "SSUT}IIM 
syonueyy Jo ydLosnueul [eyeurepun} oy} A[qeyAoul [VS st [POS 
“12 smusstipg 9} ‘syoodsai ouIOs UT oq ABUL HI se TeoneuLetqory 
, ‘SyIOM sTY JO WOT}Tpe ezo7d 
-uloo Aue Ul PoATosel pue pooR; oq 0} aART [IM YOryM suetqoid 
soster AJULEVIGOUN STUY, “WAT YPM Op 0} Surg Aue pey Io spuey siy 
qsnorgy passed 199 spOT “F puofeq Jdiosnueur oy} JOU 10 IeyeyM 
_Jepuom yas Avut ouo “norlpA yOsyz~ OU} Jo pus oy} IJezFe reyes 
-O}[B 9Sved SUOTOEIICO MO SjonUBIL JY} JRF OT} SULIEPIsm@oo 
‘sSuyLIMpuey JO SsoppreBey “emosqo pue ejoUrer “osmod fo “st 


cop °c aun Auvsayyy vp pun hyynuosiag D sp janupyy 


‘g ‘u ‘g ‘d ‘AarATYy op Jasiag “cg 
; “TPI-GST 
“(POBL) LB “uoymuasy ut .‘spynsnl op saorurgid ‘soyo}09U,], BL, ‘eponze swueUr 
-yeNG “J, Ul pepnyour st wuaod stqj jo UoIssnosiqy ‘ezUeIs [eu 9g} SUPOLT ST 
‘s1oyo"J 9y} JO UoNIpe sty Jo ‘Zo T—pe ‘dd ‘puvsseyT Aq usals se }x9} OY, “FO 
play] uayosiuiupzhq Lap azyoryosay “1ayoequiniy ‘FO *(19S-0¢¢ qk on 
~qnay, ‘1eys100,5 ‘pa) aogzilirlnA ay ‘(,0) 5193q snrueqry sem puyu ur peYy 
aAvy 0} ATOYT] JSOUL sem JonuLY[ Jey} JUopeoaid ay pue ‘AuowLHeUI jo yoalqns 
POAIOAUL sea ToNUBIAL YORYA YAM red sores oy} 0} }drIosnueUL 
oy} JO WoNoss [eUy siyy Jo drysuonejer oy, ‘s}di10s yuoreyIp 
OA} UL St (./ps ye oBueYO oy} WAI) ose Ft sours “ounfstp Fas} st 
woes [eUy si, ‘soypodoroy wor pezyejodiezur sosessed [euoy 
-Ippe Surureyuo0o ‘eAoqe pojzou se ‘soyeTMOYD seJoIN jo fsojsiy] 
oy} Wor wINIpusduI0D & YIM (.88-zL8T) Pepnyouoo st xepoo 
OY} ‘SN 0} S@ATAINS }I se :[onuRIA, YA poxoouuos ATqissod Bury} 
-Aue wtory Ayo}o[dutoo Fo syeeiq ydrixzosnueut oy} yuTod sty} WV 
‘JonUeJA[ 0} poNqryye osye 
“(GOL “X 9p “@ {98T-apsT) Aepmaeg ApoR soy ABrngy Joriq ve Aq 
Ayjeuy pemoyoF st yor ‘uondnxzreyuy osueys szoyjoue sepraoid 
(.PST-u88L) eunsnsny yg wor osessed eB Jo Uonesuen e& oq 
0} sreodde yey} 3X9} B Woy} ‘fonuByy 0} poINqLaye exe YOIAA Jo 
Mog ‘(TOL “X 9P “A uSST-SST) BIeSouMNS Jo [Neg Jo UOReUUTEp: | 
-Woo 94} WO esmMoosIp ve ey pue ‘“(OOL “X 9P ‘A “.SST-18T) 
splounoy [eomeumMoy weAeg oy} UO esmMoOdsIp foliq wv ‘s}xe} JOYS 
om} AG POMOT[OF ST YOM ‘(,TST-8SL) suseueyyy ‘1g Aq 7x0} 
B souloo Ydiios jo esueyo teyjoue ur Jxeu yng “1o1edury oY Aq 
Ajqeumnseid st pue ydiiosnueut iayjoue UL puNoF st yorym “(g6 
"XY OP ‘GC uLSL) ..Pessoj-uL10js oy} oF, toAvId JoLiq & WaT} oo ‘OUST 
-AWJ, JO saydoystryD euo 0} paynqrnye ynq Te Ww jonueyy Aq 
yOu wontsodutoo v ‘(,/Z[-:GOL) Tepueyeo yomyYD 10 ‘uoLexeuds 
mermoepAyA, @ 0} sn ssuriq ydrros Jo osueyo oeyuyop ve ‘oreyM 
-9s[9 SOATAINS pute oFyUoTNe ApyUeredde st yor ,.°(66 “KX °P “A 
‘.aPOL) WBA OY} 0} possorppe ‘uteod [eorsmy] Io ‘uoury Suoy 
B Jayyy ‘ydiosnueu sity} Sutsnrod ur poAeye Apiseo Jou st ze 
noneidua, ev ‘AyonUeyNe Tey} UoNsenb 0} pourpour oq yyStuL 
euo ‘sSunIIM syonueyy jo sjdirosnuvur ioyj0 ut teedde sy10m’ 
BUMS IY} JO OA] JV} JOVF OY} TOF JOU HW orem ‘poopuy ‘epn.qur 
syuowsye ‘UeTe “loyjo pue—Surpurysyjimjou AreQuoo ay 0} 
uondumsse sAorAty ep seS1eg—sowy ywWeLeyIp moj sv YON se 
sdeyiod ‘Ayjemorseoo0 eSueyo 0} swiss SuTLIMApuey oy} UO o10Y 
wor ‘ydiwosnueUt oy} ur yuTod Stivumy vB OS|e ST ATOM ASeT STU, 


SGFI-IGEL ‘snBojoanppg I janunyy | GSP 





434. Manuel IT Palaeologus, 1391-1425 


duces the following works: the 812-line poem (ff. 1'-8”); the 
Discourse of Counsel to the Thessalonians (9'-14"); the letter- 
discourse to Cabasilas (24"-29"); the panegyric on his father’s 
recovery from illness (29°-86"); the letter-discourses to Iagoup 
' (86"-50") and to Andreas Asanes (50°-53"); and, from the ques- 
.tionable group in the later part of the Parisinus gr. 3041, 
‘tthe short prayer “for the storm-tossed” (91). The manuscript 
also, however, contains several other works, certainly by Manuel, 
not included in the Parisinus gr. 3041. Some of these are minor, 
such as a short piece on “simplicity and peace in one’s wishes” 
(90°), and a poem of 15 Anacreontic verses (92). But the next of 
these new works is a major one, the two parts comprising Man- 
uel’s lengthy discourse on the Procession of the Holy Spirit, re- 
futing Latin views, written in Paris in 1401-02 (93"-180"; B. de X. 
49). 

It is to still other manuscripts that we must turn to find Man- 
uel’s additional major works. There are three from the old Im- 
perial Library in Vienna, which contain a mixture of large and 
small writings, including several to be found in the Parisinus gr. 
- 8041. One, from the fifteenth century, was once the property of 
no less than the Cardinal Bessarion.” It begins with Manuel’s 
compendium of advice to his eldest son, the so-called Praecepta 
educationis regiae ad filium Joanem capita centum, and its pref- 


67. A new catalogue of the Vienna manuscripts is in preparation by 
H. Hunger; at this writing, however, only the first volume has appeared 
(Vienna, 1961). Until now, the frequent lack of adequate catalogues for 
various important European manuscript collections has been particularly 
acute in the case of Vienna. In his chronological table of Manuel’s works, 
Berger de Xivrey consistently ascribed texts of works in one or all of these 
three Vienna manuscripts to “Biblioth. de Vienne, mss. 88 et 89.” These 
numbers, lumped together without distinction of separate contents, represent 
the numbers assigned to our first two manuscripts by P. Lambeck, or Lam- 
becius, in his catalogue of 1665-79: Vol. VII, pp. 154-160, and 160-161, 
respectively. Certainly they were the manuscripts used by Johann Loeven- 
Klau, or Leunclavius, for his edition of most of these writings as published in 
Basel in 1578, the editions which were then carried over into the Migne 
Patr. gr., Vol. 156. Lambecius apparently omits mention of the third of our 
manuscripts. And Lambecius’ numbers, amorphously used by Berger de 
Xivrey, must also be correlated with the confusingly distinct ones of Daniel 
de Nessel, whose own catalogue (often a reshuffled reprinting of parts of 
Lambecius’) dates from 1690. Thus far, and for our purposes, Hunger has 
retained Nessel’s numbering. This first Vienna manuscript under discussion, 
Lambecius’ Phil. gr. 88, appears in Nessel’s Pars IV, pp. 54-56, as Phil. gr. 
98, which is also Hunger’s number. 
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atory epistle (ff. 3'-80'; B. de X. 88-89); followed ‘by the 
seven moral discourses, the ill-advisedly named Orationes ethico- 
politicae, also addressed to his eldest son (81°-106"; B. de X. 70-~ 
76) [P—with the appended Letter, number by Manuel was as vy’, 
B. de X. 77?]; then a work found among the letters (as vi’) in 
the Parisinus gr. 8041 and Barberinus gr. 219, the hypothetical 
disquisition to his subjects (106"-107*; B. de X. 90), followed 
itself by a morning prayer (107'-111"; B. de X. 78 [and 79?]). 
These four initial works are followed then by another text found 
in the Parisinus gr. 8041, there so heavily marked-up: the Dia- 
logue on Marriage (112'-125"; B. de X. 16); and then, for the 
first time, one of Manuel’s most important writings, the lengthy 
Funeral Oration for His Brother Theodore, introduced. respec- 
tively by Gemistos Plethon’s preface to it (126"-127"), an analysis 
by the Hieromonachos Ioasaph (127°), and’ Manuel’s own Pref- 
ace (or Ileo_eweia: 127°; B. de X. 109), thé text of the work it- 
self (128'-175"; B. de X. 85) then being followed by a pair of 
brief elegaic poems by two contemporaries (175").°* Here the 
manuscript ends, as it survives today. But we know from its own 
table of contents that it originally continued with eight more 
works, six of them by Manuel, five of which appear also in our 
second Vienna manuscript.” 





68. This all-important Funeral Oration survives in no less than four other 
codices. From the fifteenth century there are two: one in the Bibliothéque 
Nationale, Cod. gr. suppl. 309 (ff. 149°), which also contains the superb 
portrait of Manuel alone as Basileus (see above, n. 1); and one in the 
Vatican, Cod. gr. 1450 (ff. 3-42r). A third, of the sixteenth century, is in 
the Escurial in Madrid, Ms. Y 1-4 (ff. 285'-315"). And the fourth is a seven- 
teenth-century copy by Combéfis, also in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Coislin — 
gr. 343. Since Petit’s article, a newer edition of the text was published by 
Lampros in his Ilahooddyeva xal Ilehonovvyovoxd, IIT (Athens, 1926), 
pp. 11-19, with the other, supplementary, texts, pp. 2-10. These other four 
manuscripts contain most of the supplementary texts, the specific dispositions 
of them being noted systematically by Lampros in his notes. Manuel's 
TI goewota may also be found by itself in still another manuscript at the 
Vatican, Barberinus gr. 74 (f.26"), from the sixteenth century. Berger de 
Xivrey assigned Manuel’s own Il godeweia a separate number under the 
erroneous impression that it was connected with an oration for a different 
individual: cf. Petit, 1928. I am lately informed, by the way, that Julian 
Chrysostomides is at present preparing a new critical edition of her own of 
the Funeral Oration, with extensive notes and commentary. 

69. The eight missing works were, in this order: Manuel's Louvre tapestry 
description (B. de X. 47); his address of Timur to. Bayazid (54); and his 
psalm on that Sultan’s fall (55), all of which are shared with the Parisinus 
gr. 3041; next, a brief discourse by Demetrius Chrysoloras to Antonio 
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Manuel with his prefatory ‘letter and Praecepta (186"-188", 
188"-210"; B. de X. 68, 69), which we have found consistently 
in the last four manuscripts enumerated. The remainder of this 
codex (211'=228") is devoted to material by Plutarch and is thus 
‘again irrelevant to Manuel. 

_ Further, there is a codex of the fifteenth century given by 
Cardinal Bessarion to the Abbey of Grottaferrata, where it still 
exists, the Cryptensis graecus 161. Only recently brought to light, 
this manuscript contains, in addition to several works by Manuel, 
which are already known, a number of others not included in 
earlier listings of the Emperor’s writings. The first of these (ff. 
1-10") is the letter to David and Damian which also appears 
elsewhere, in the Vaticanus gr. 1107, though generally unnoticed 
there; this letter accompanied a work by the Emperor which he 
sent to the two monks. Here there follow (11’) his Preface 
(IL egoteweta) to that work and then (12"-65") the work itself, a 
long address to his confessor after his recovery from a serious 
illness. Then the manuscript offers three works already known 
from various other codices, the pair of morning prayers (65°—-70”, 
. 7L2-"; B. de X. 78-79), and the Kanon to the Virgin (72'-74"; B. 
de X. 99). Next comes the long and enormously important letter, 
also to David and Damian, on his activities in the Peloponnesus 
in the spring of 1415 (75°-81"), also not included among Man- 
uel’s own numbered sequence of his letters: And, finally, there is 
the sequence of texts that are among those missing from the first 
Viennese manuscript: * the discourse by Demetrius Chrysoloras 
to Antonio d’Ascoli (82"”), d’Ascoli’s answer to Chrysoloras 
(83'-84"), and Manuel's own comments on both (85'-88”)."° 


75. See above, n. 69. 

76. The contents of this important manuscript were first publicized and 
catalogued concisely by Loenertz, “Ecrits,” 191-193. Since then, he has pub- 
lished the text of the letter to David and Damian on the events of 1415 in 
the Peloponnesus, Studi biz. e neoel., 9 (1957 = Mercati Silloge), pp. 299- 
304, with a French synopsis, pp. 297-299; this text is the one translated in 
its entirety above, pp. 302-308. The sequence of three works by Chrysoloras, 
d’Ascoli, and Manuel is also preserved in another manuscript, the Cod. Vat. 
gr. 1879, though all are given anonymously there, folios 322'-’, 322°-324', 
and 3241-328", respectively. Here this sequence is followed by the exchange 
of letters between Manuel (his ve’, f. 328'-Y) and Euthymios (ff. 328’-329°) , 
conceming a collaboration of theirs, presumably on Manuel's contribution to 
the sequence: cf, Loenertz, “Ecrits,” p. 193 and n. 2; see also Appendix XXI 
below. , 
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Not one of all the foregoing manuscript collections of Manuel’s 
writings, however, includes still another work, a major one: his 


important and still largely unpublished Dialogue with the Persian - 


Mouterizes, in twenty-six sections with an introductory letter to 
his brother Theodore, and a preface (B. de X. 22). This work 
survives only separately and by itself, in two sixteenth-century 
manuscripts in the Bibliothéque Nationale, Cod. gr. 1253, and 
Coislin gr. 130, as well as in an eighteenth-century copy of the 
latter, Cod. gr. suppl. 169, in the same repository. 

Such, then, are the surviving literary works by Manuel Palae- 
ologus. In its emphasis upon the specific manuscripts, the fore- 
going survey perhaps appears a bit academic. But it may serve, 
it is hoped, both to docurnent the scope and depth of this Em- 
peror’s literary work and also to list helpfully the specific manu- 
script resources available for the use of further research. And of 
the need for further research there can be no doubt. Even aside 
from questions of quality and content, though important by them- 
selves, the mere fact that Manuel could have written such a great 
bulk of works, amid many distractions of a strenuous life—ob- 
stacles which he was the last to conceal!—must itself excite 
interest. 

This cursory survey concludes our study of Manuel IT Palae- 
ologus. As with so much else in this supplementary chapter, the 
full scope of the material involved can only be hinted at. But 
even such a swift perusal of these writings indicates the extent 
of the task which lies ahead for scholars. A critical edition of 
Manuel’s complete works, or at least of his major works, is greatly 
needed. And this should be an edition which would include, if 
not full translations, at least adequate synopses or analyses of 
the texts to guide the student. Only thus will this important 
corpus be made available for a thorough exploration by com- 
petent scholars. And only after this exploration has been soundly 
conducted will it be possible to understand and evaluate prop- 
erly the total achievement of ‘this unusually gifted man, who 
was not only the most remarkable of’ the Palaeologan rulers, but 
surely one of the outstanding figures of Byzantine history. 

77. Since the citations above on p. 97, n. 17, there has appeared Trapp’s 
article on its style, “Der Sprachgebrauch Manuels II. in dem Dialogen mit 


einem ‘Perser,’” Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinischen Gesellschaft, 
16 (1967), 189-197. 
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Appendices 


Il The Pawning of the Byzantine 
Crown Jewels to Venice 
(To Chapter I, note 30) 


The identification of the “jewels” involved in John V’s trans- 
actions with Venice in 1370-71 and thereafter has been a source 
of some confusion. 

The issue derives from the original transaction, dated August 
21, 1343 (indiction 11), by which the Venetian government loaned 
30,000 gold ducats to Anna of Savoy, John V’s mother, during 
her struggle with Cantacuzenus, the Byzantine crown jewels (pre- 
sumably the bulk, if not all, of them) serving as security: Délger, 
Regesten, no. 2891, pp. 9-10. These jewels (in the Greek, . 
Koopa tig Baottetac, loosely, “the insigniae of the Empire”; in the 
Latin, jocalia imperii, more specifically “the jewels of the Empire”) 
were retained in pledge by the Venetians pending the expected 
repayment by the Byzantine government of the original loan plus 
interest. The redemption of these jewels, “quem habemus in 
pignore a domino Imperatore” in the Venetians’ more-or-less 
repeated phrase of reminder, became a matter of prolonged con- 
cern to John V throughout his reign. They entered into his dealings 
with the Venetians repeatedly, but a mutually satisfactory arrange- 
ment for their return was never settled, though it seemed close at 
several points. As a result, the jewels remained in the treasury of 
St. Mark beyond the end of -the Empire, for John V’s successors 
were never in a position to make good on the debt. In virtually 
identical wording each time, a formal reminder of the debt was 
included in each renewal of the periodic treaties between Byzan- 
tium and Venice, for which we possess both the Greek texts 
(Miklosich and Miiller, Acta et diplomata graeca, III: of John - 
VII, 1390, p. 140; of Manuel II, 1406, p. 149, and 1418, p. 158; 
of John VIII, 1423, p. 168; 1431, p. 191; 1442, p. 212; and 1447/48, 
p. 220) and the Latin texts (Thomas, Diplomatarium Veneto- 
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IL. Turkish Attacks on Thessalonica in the 
Fourteenth Century and Their Source 
Problems, with a Supplement on Some 
Thessalonian Liturgical Acclamations 
(To Chapter I, notes 40 and 161; to Chapter IJ, note 47) 


A. 1872-1387. Dennis, p. 33, and also p. 55, n. 13, asserts that 
the Turks attacked—though they did not take—Thessalonica on 
April 10, 1372, and that four days previously Manuel himself had 
fled the city by ship. These statements he bases on the Chronicon 
breve thessalonicense, ed. Loenertz, no. 6, p. 175. This text reads 
as follows: xatd& thv cs’ tot dxeultov pynvds tijs t’ ivd., Huéoa toity, 
gETAdev dnd thv Qeocadhovixyny 6 deondtyg 6 [Ladatoddyog usta xatég- 
_ you. ti Evdexdty tot adtot év huéee cabbdtov tmmniddnoav ot Movoovi- 
ydvot cig thy Oecoadovixny. (“On the 6th of the month of April 
of the 10th indiction, on the third day [of the week, ie. Tues- 
day], the Despot Palaeologus departed from Thessalonica on a 
galley. On the eleventh of the same [month] on Saturday, the 
Mussulmans [rushed?] into Thessalonica.”) Thus, the text itself 
does not give any year, but only the indiction, the tenth. It can 
therefore apply not only to 1372, but—significantly—also to 1387. 

Which year was it? A key to the matter is provided by the days 
of the week on which these dates fall. The original text says that 
Manuel fled on April 6, a Tuesday, and that the Turks did what- 
ever the verb: means they did on the 11th of the same month, a 
Saturday. Now, in 1372 April 6 was a Tuesday, but April 11 was 
a Sunday. Reading the latter date as April 10 instead of April 11, 
as Loenertz suggests in his notes to his publication of the text, 
makes it come out properly as a Saturday. Even if this seems a 
small adjustment to have to make, however, the fact that any 
chronological inconsistency exists in this text demands that its 
statements receive critical scrutiny. But more is involved here than 
the mere changing of one date. 

Dennis, be it made clear, does not say that the Turks captured 
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the city in 18372—only that they attacked it. But if we are to use 


this source, we must be certain of what it says. The crucial verb _ 


must therefore be examined carefully. As it stands, this word is 
apparently corrupt in the text. Possibly it might be from 
innnatetv, “to ride,” or “to drive a chariot.” According to Loenertz 


(Recueils, pp. 117-118, n. 2), however, the word should be 


emended from innnialnoav to jddnoav, reading the word as the 
Modern Greek verb mokH (or anodH). In this latter interpreta- 
tion the verb itself would mean simply “they rushed.” But one 
must bear in mind the preposition sis, with which the verb could 
take on a number of shadings. It could well be taken idiomati- 
cally to mean “they attacked.” But the strength of the preposition 
is such that the meaning “they rushed into” or perhaps “they 
charged into” seems more plausible. (Indeed, could the very 
form of the verb, corrupted or not, as it appears in the manu- 
script with the root inn-, actually be a reflection, conscious or 
otherwise, of the assumption that the Turks rode into the city? 
Such an implication would only make more remote the watered- 
down meaning of “attacked.”) Certainly, then, there is at least 
a strong possibility that the verb means nothing other than actual 
entry into, or seizure of, the city of Thessalonica, rather than 
merely attack on it; perhaps even a great likelihood. This likeli- 
hood I chose to accept. 

To apply the text to 1372, one must use it at its face value. If 
we make this application, we must reckon with the likelihood that 
the text would imply a capture of Thessalonica in 1372, since 
that is what the verb would be likely to mean. This is of course 


unfair to Dennis, who does not claim that Thessalonica was cap-_ 


tured by the Turks in 1372. He would certainly recognize that to 
propose such an event would be a serious matter, as there is no 
evidence whatsoever otherwise for a capture in that year. Yet, 
the text seems to speak of capture, and this must be taken as a 
grave handicap to any use of this text for 1372. Another obstacle, 
if one which Dennis ignores, would be the impossibility of 
accounting for the whereabouts of Manuel himself, had he really 
been obliged to leave Thessalonica then. Of this, more in a 
moment. 

I believe that the entire problem of this source can be resolved 
by accepting some previous suggestions by Loenertz himself 
( Recueils, pp. 117-118, n. 2) for interpreting this chronicle entry. 
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summer of 1373, after which he was in Constantinople to be pro- 
claimed successor to the throne. 


B. 1394? There has long been disagreement on the question of 
whether Thessalonica was freed from the Turks after 1387 only 
to fall to them again in the early 1390’s. This second capture has 
been asserted by such scholars as Lemerle, Philippes, 219-221; 
and Ostrogorsky, Hist. Byz. Emp., p. 485, n. 4, and Geschichte 
(3rd ed.), p. 451, n. 1; while Loenertz, Echos d’Orient, 36 (1937), 
482-483, had settled on the specific date for it of April 12, 1394, 
in which he has been followed by Ostrogorsky in the latter’s 
chapter in the Cambr. Med. Hist., Vol. IV, Pt. 1 (2nd ed.), 375 
(and echoed later in the same volume in F. Taeschner’s chapter, 
764 and 766). A second capture had meanwhile been rejected by 
such scholars as Gibbons, 231; Charanis, “An Important Short 
Chronicle,” 361; and (Loenertz’ student) Dennis, 156. The question 
was raised again by Laskaris in his article “Oscoahovixyn xal Téva,” 
inthe Topoc Kwvotavtivov ‘Aouevonoviov, 339-340, where he accepts 
the idea of a capture of the city in the early 1390’s. Most recently, 
this capture has been asserted by Vakalopoulos, ‘lot. t. v. €A., I, 123 
-but he gives the date as 1391, with no source citation and with no 
indication of the problem’s complexity. Previously, however, in his 
“Ot dypootevpéves Sutrles tod doytemioxdmov Qeccahovixns Icrdmoov ws 
ioTOQLXyH THY? Yid tH Yvoon tig mEM@tTHS TovEexoxeatiag oti Oeocaho- 
vinn (1387-1403), Maxedovixd, 4 (1955-60), 20-34, Vakalopoulos had 
developed a more complex hypothesis: that, while the city was 
only captured and rendered tributary in 1387 by Murad I, in 1391 
Bayazid aggressively imposed a tyrannical rule over it. At the 
same time, he had furthered this argument (on rather tenu- 
ous evidence, be it said: such as one of Cydones’ letters, tak- 
ing a misdating of it by Cammelli to 1391 as reliable) in his 
“'O doxytertoxonog Dabo xai  rew@ty toverxtny xatox tiHs Oscoa- 
hovinng (1891-1403),” Maxedovind, 4 (1955-60), 371-373; and he 
has reasserted this position again, in passing, in his “Les Limites 
de Pempire byzantin,” 57; curiously, in his most recent History 
of Thessaloniki, 63-64, he bypasses the issue completely. 

This year of 1391 has been a popular one in the controversy. 
And indeed, when Ducas, ed. Grecu, 79, ed. Bonn, 49-50, speaks 
of a capture of the city by Bayazid, he seems to place it just after 
the accession of Manuel in 1391. Trying to balance all the con- 
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fused source evidence and possibilities, and anticipating Vaka- 
lopoulos’s speculations, the city’s earlier historian Tafrali, in his 


study Thessalonique au quatorziéme siécle (Paris, 1919), 285-287, © 


had tried to avoid some of the difficulties inherent in the problem 
by developing an ingenious compromise theory. According to 


him, Turkish control of Thessalonica after 1387 was only formal,. 


with a Turkish garrison in the town still yielding it certain inde- 
pendence under Greek authority; thus, all Bayazid had to do in 
1391, upon the death of his vassal John V, was to impose more 
direct and complete Turkish control on the city. Such explana- 
tions, however, are hardly convincing. In the first place, what 
source references we do have on the question speak of a definite 
capture of the city. Secondly, on closer scrutiny, Ducas does speak 
of this capture in conjunction with a number of other events, 
between Bayazid’s seizure of all the Byzantine territory up to the 
walls of Constantinople, presumably as he did at the beginning of 
his siege in 1394, on the one hand; and his dispatch of his general 
Evrenos to attack the Peloponnesus, that is in 1394-95, on the 
other hand. If we are therefore to reach an affirmative answer to 
this question, we must accept the fact that the city was actually 
taken captive by Bayazid, and was not simply subjected to more 
intensive control over an already subject city. And we must also 
discard the year 1391 as unlikely. After all, if the city somehow 
was back in Byzantine hands after 1387, Byzantium was still a 
loyal vassal to the Turks after 1391, and there seems little reason 
to expect that Bayazid would have made any serious territorial 
seizures from Manuel until after their falling out by 1394. 

The Turkish sources, if not entirely conclusive, would seem to 
support this outlook. On the basis of such sources, Babinger, 
Beitrdge, 16, places a Turkish capture of the city in April of 1394. 
And, indeed, one of the Turkish historians, Mehemmed Neshri 
(Serbian trans. Elezovié), 77,. does report the taking of Thessa- 
lonica by Bayazid, giving a date which is read as April 21, 1394. 
The fact of the event, if not the time, seems also to be confirmed 
by Konstantin the Philosopher, in a statement not often cited: ed. 
Jagié, 271; ed. and trans. Braun, 15-16 (Braun also quoting on 
p. 9 another text which speaks of the seizure of Thessalonica by 
Bayazid). Unfortunately, Konstantin places the capture of 
“Soloun,” or Salonika, at some time after the Battle of Nicopolis; 
but his chronology is sometimes as confused as that of the Greek 


-douwhy pup osnypy auiguozhg fo fsoysiy YW stg Ut zsoTTaAA “A Aq 
pessnosip roy}Ny st ydpwosnueUL sty? “[T-O8T ‘ZOS-SLT “(9S6T) 
OI-G ‘SON ‘stadng synQ uojnqung _“erydog eiseyy ur sonJQ oun 
-uezAg ou, Apnys sry Ur BoTMOTessatLy, Jo Yornyo Tedoostdoryore oy 
0} BuIsuOTEq sv YUNG ‘CG Aq PoyUSpT sem [eLloJVUL sIYT, ‘eUSTOET 
ssordury oy} ‘oft sty puv snZopoaryeg [I jenueyy 1019dury oy} 107 
SUOTJEUIETOIV [eTUOWIAIED JO Jos B SepnpoUT YyoryM 9fOAO [eors.nz] 
® SI oloy} suoy}y Ul AreAqry [euoTeN ey} JO [90S SIN 2M UT 

" “eOTUOTeSSOUT, YA 
Jonuey JO WONeOOsse JO PUN, WolePyIp .e ajou 0} sodvjd oyertd 
-oidde ue sdeysed st styy ‘Aqeorsofouoryo wonedionue emyeuroid 
B JO BuTqIoULOs Ysnoy], ‘suoypUDjIIy UDIUO]DSsaYyT, BUWOS “dD 


- ‘YL IOF SN 0} OTC epeav savy oM WONLULIOFUT oY} Jo suoNn 
-eYUN] SNOLes oq} so}eorpur ported sy} Ul pylom eunuezAg oy} 
jo Ayo puooes oy} JO UOLENys oY} pUNoLMs prnoys AJuTe}1e0uN 
yonut os yy, ‘ported sty} 1oF soornos Imo fo senpnoTp oy} Fo 
sopraoid 3 woresNy] oy} St Z—Uorssnosip 0} uedo reprsuoo TMs 
I Yoryam—uretqoid sryj wutory poured oq 0} SumpjAue st or10y} FT 
‘puvy ye Apjyueseid st 
Wey} sUEpIAS oOUL WO paseq oq 0} oAeY PfNom ‘Te Je ponsie 
9q 0} O1oA I Ft ‘stsoyjoddy ev yons ng ‘pizedeg pue jonueyy 
usemjoq ommjdni ey} Joye “PEST Fo Burids oy} ut sdeyted ‘uoxe} 
~ol waeq ‘Ie}JeeIoy} WoOos “UsYy} pues PeyOASI oAvy [fe 1o}e Jou 
WSO voruopessoyyy, yey} PoouyAuoo Ajommus jou we 7[ 4red Aw 
IO; ‘OB 0} WAY MOT[e sooMMOS oTqRTTeAR ot] sv Iv} se YYBTOM IVeoq 
S}WOUINSIV SIET “ZOPT [UN pEet wos Ayo oY Fo [oNUOD YsH_MY, 
UL yor [eNJOe OW se d1Oy} Jey} UOTUTdo [eIoUes e10UT oT} Jo 
st oy yg ‘pizedeg Aq e[MI oLoAes pue JOoMp or1our 0} peyoolqns 
Ajqissod sem yng ‘pernqdvoer AyTenjoe 3OU seAA BOTUOTeSSOTLT, PEET 
UE yey} :sopnodoyeyeA JO asoy} 0} Ie[IULIs suOIsNTOUOD 0} seuOO 
ey pue ‘sustqoid pue s}iodexr eo1mos snorieA ot} [fe}ep UL sour 
-urexe sTuueq Joyeq ‘Avssa sty} Uy “T9-E¢ ‘(POBL) Lg ““Yyosna7, 
‘whg UL .AOSPL 10 PEST “T6ET ‘voruoyessoyy, Fo emmydeD YsryM, 
‘puocses oy,, ‘Woqgoid oy} uo opysre ue peysyqnd sey sruueq 
Toye, ‘UsIM sem Zur0sa1of ey} ooUIS pue ‘Apusoer soy 
-AraysAUL & TTS St LET Ul eINzZIes spemyyl oye i pero 
_ -AODAT SYVOID OY} MOY Ng “pizedeg pur jonue] weeajoq ernjdnr 
oy} Jee “PEeT fo Surids oy} ur A[qeqord Ysonbuooex ysPyNy, & 
Yons Jo poowpaxyy oyp ideooe 0} peurpour we 7 Sureq our or} 104 


ecp I] ‘saoypuaddy 


-[eLIayVUL GOIMOS OAISTOOP OLOU 1OF Poou v TMS st otoy pue “AyuTey 
-1g00M. pue UOIsNFuOS jo syufod Auvu [Ys ore o10y} ‘Uoy} “OS 
‘apostde oy} jo espeyMmouy mo ur deZ snorses v TNS st 
PET Ul voTUOTEessey,T, Jo aanjdvo poumnserd sty} Jo UoHE}WEUMOOp 
ueneus, poysitqnd Aue jo souesqe oy} puy “oley sn Lo sn op}3T] 
AraA Jo ore suoneteqyep eseyy ‘snyy, ‘reedde jou seop eouc}ues 
jeoneuisiqoid oy} aU 4SIY STG} JO s}xo} ONUSYINV oy} UT pue ‘sao 
-eioqijap UeeueA esey} YIOG Jo suordriosuey oUt jes ATPUry 
sey ZWouso'] Joyjeq jg “wefqoid oy} uo BuLIeeq UIOS OAR 
0} pennsuco useq eAey sdeysod yysror styy ,wMoyomy wmnusiy 
mjoloqry, :eul] ondea pue osueys oy} YIM sopnpouod es10] 4q 
WOAIS SB SUOTVIAQI[ap OSOY} JO IOUVLIOF OY} JO x0} TeRed ox} ‘ors 
aq Oy, ‘wetqord mo ZurpreZor ZurTOU sn T][9} suoFoVsU.y OUNOL 
asoq} ‘AppremMg “E0S “d ‘2.g8 OU JOMIL PET ‘OT Al{ Uo “exeuEg 
ay} JO UONeIoqIpp IoyjOUR UT pojoU se “IoULUINS SUTMOT[OF Ot &q 
Peaposer sew VRE oy], “66T ‘d ‘9eQ ‘ou ‘[ ‘sajsaday “omnqy, 4q 
Axeumums {76 ‘ou ‘QTIT ‘d “Ho ‘do ‘e107 9x0 Tenszed :oyuodois0N 
JO sperorgo uereue, oy} Aq usyxe} Uooq PRY YOM tO; spestidot 
‘syreyoroul uRYousA eWOs Jo spoos pue suosied oy} JO ornzZqes 
ay} IOAO sorytIoyMeE weTUoTessoy], Oy} WM eydstp Be pessno 
“SIP oyeUeg Ot} “EGET “p toqmeoed, UO “P6-E6ET VI eoruopessouy, . 
YA sZuleop poyeonusyNe oulos oAvY PIP SUBHOTIOA OT], (‘STs 
‘ou Yuoumocp sty} Jo AreuUMs sjoLNT, UW pepnpour jou st 3) 
‘IapOUN st eouereyer ay} Ng “BoruOTessoy,], ( gsurAdnooo Jo ¢uy IO) 
jo syimy, Jsurese AT[eTOIOUIUOD UOye} Buleq wonoe s[qissod outros 
jo syeads ‘geet ‘9 dy perp ‘eolT-sorl “dd ‘gg ‘ou ,‘erdeou 
BoIeul Ur eIjotleA, ‘estoy Aq poyO }xe} URNoUeA YW “JUaAS oT} 
JO UONLUOUMOOp UeNeUeA oUOS st Supper, A[sNOLs st JU AA 
‘g[qIsvey JSOUL Uses POA sorTiqrssod asayy JO Se] OU} 
‘so0INOs YSN, 9} Ul oyep PECT Td oy Jo Mora Uy dH osoIseq 0} 
OALLIG Iay}eL oy SOOP IO gt pozfes sey oy SurArLre Uy yey} Uvout 
yE soog, dayep yeu} Aq sassessod Apvosqe oy Ayo & UT oATLIe TUT 
ay} Sood ¢woruopessaqy, 38 poate sey, przedeg 3eq} Burkes Aq 
WeaUL oY SOP WU M ,1YIIUO]DE D Ojnuaa a [pizekeg] oyomy, ued 
o[ eyo oredur, ‘shes OLION ‘LP 'U “TST-OZT ‘dd ‘oaoge poyo 1eq}01q 
sty 02 “PEET ‘OS Aren.zqe,q Fo Loney sty ut Tonfe~oy OLEN Aq yueut 
-u109 & ut SuNep sty} Jo UoNoeger royjmy ev sdeyied st ory, 
‘EET fo dy w 
paorid suerroysry Ys], OY} YOM Jey} seq eavy ysNUr WY Aq 
pouonueur yusAS ot} FVII IQNop eT oq we e1ey} pue ‘sueLIO}sIy, 


II :saorpuaddy . 6SP 


454 . Appendices: IT 


raphy (2nd ed., Oxford, 1961), 117 ff. Strunk had therefore given 
the manuscript the general dating of between 1391 (which should, 
more properly, be 1392, the year in which he married Helena) 
and 1425, the years of Manuel’s reign. Wellesz attempted to go 
further by associating the acclamations with a visit by the Imperial 
couple to Thessalonica, “shortly after 1403, when Sultan Bajezid 
had given back Thessalonica to the Byzantine Emperor” [sic]. 

Now, a precise dating in these terms is extremely difficult. The 
acclamations for the sovereigns are part of the office of the Feast 
of the Exaltation of the Cross. The regular date of this Feast in 
the Church calendar is September 14; and the acclamations 
would have been proper to the evening before, September 13. 
When one examines the historical record as we can reconstruct it, 
one finds that Manuel and Helena were probably never in Thessa- 
lonica together on this date. They may have passed near it, if not 
stopped at it, in the spring of 1403, shortly after it was restored to 
the Empire by the treaty of that year with Suleyman (not Bayazid). 
Helena was presumably with Manuel during the 1408 visit to the 
Morea, at the end of which the Emperor did go to Thessalonica 
to install his son Andronicus in the place of John VII; but they 
could not possibly have arrived there until after September 13/14, 
by at least several days, if not many weeks. Manuel was in Thessa- 
lonica in the autumn of 1415, on his way to the Morea again. We 
do not know when he arrived in the city, but it was probably after 
the Feast date; and, as far as can be known, Helena is not likely 
to have accompanied him on this trip. Manuel returned from the 
Morea in the winter of 1416, and was back in Constantinople by 
March 25 of that year; nothing is said of a stop in Thessalonica 
then. In all likelihood, then, these acclamations were never sung 
on this Feast in the presence of Manuel and Helena. 

Prof. Strunk makes clear, however, that the chanting of accla- 
mations for the sovereigns as an integral part of the liturgy for 
the Exaltation of the Cross does not necessarily presuppose their 
actual presence, but reflects rather the character of the Feast itself. 
Therefore, there is no point in attempting to date these acclama- 
tions and this manuscript by trying to find an occasion when 
Manuel and Helena were in Thessalonica themselves on Septem- 
ber 13/14. But at least some narrower dating can be suggested in 
terms of current political conditions. The acclamation of Manuel 
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and Helena as the reigning sovereigns is not likely to have been 
practiced before the city was restored to the Empire in 1403. But 
in the period beginning with that year the Imperial sovereignty 
was somewhat enlarged to include John VII, who actually ruled 
in Thessalonica in his own name as Basileus until his death in 
1408. It is not likely that he would have sanctioned acclamations 
of only Manuel and Helena under his regime. Therefore, except 
for a few possible months of 1408, the period 1403 (autumn) to 
1408 (autumn) would have to be eliminated. A terminus ante 
quem can be established by the fact that in 1421 Manuel’s son 
John VIII was made co-Emperor, and would therefore have been 
included, with his new bride, in any. liturgical acclamations 
chanted thereafter. We can therefore date these acclamations and 
this Thessalonian liturgical manuscript with some confidence to 
the period 1408-1421. : 

Pursuing the subject of surviving Imperial acclamations of this 
period, we may note also a set in honor of John V and his Empress 
Helena, together with his son and colleague Andronicus IV, with 
his consort Maria. This set of acclamations, also in a Thessalonian 
liturgical manuscript (Athens MS 2062), was noted both by 
Strunk, “The Byzantine Office,” p. 199, and Wellesz, A History 
of Byzantine Music, p. 117 ff. Wellesz suggests dating these accla- 
mations “to the period between 1379 and 1383, because these were 
the only years in which a kind of peace existed between the.rebel- 
lious Andronicus and the old Emperor John who had made him 
Co-regent.” If they do indeed date this late, the period should 
rather be between 1381 (the date of the actual peace settlement 
after Andronicus’ 1376-79 coup) and a time by 1385 (when. hos- 
tilities were renewed, and when Andronicus then died). It is not 
impossible, perhaps, to associate these acclamations with the joy- 
ous time of the settlement of 1381. In more likelihood, however, 
they belong rather to the years between 1355 (Andronicus’ 
betrothal to Maria-Kyratza of Bulgaria) and 1373 (the year of 
Andronicus’ first revolt against his father), during which time 
Andronicus was his father’s acknowledged heir. The only argu- 
ment which would support the later dating, to 1381 and after, 
would be the fact that Andronicus was probably not formally 
crowned with the full title of Basileus in the earlier period, 
whereas he was in the later one. 
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LV. The Visit of Andronicus IV to Murad 1 
and the Cession of Gallipoli to the Turks 


(To Chapter I, notes 76, 86, and 92) 


The question of the dating of Andronicus’ visit to Murad and of 
the Byzantine surrender of Gallipoli to the Turks involves a num- 
ber of chronological problems. 

Loenertz, Recueils, 114, stated that Andronicus’ mission (and 
his cession of Gallipoli) took place on September 3, 1376, but gave 
no explanation of this dating. Dennis, 37-38, gave the same date 
for the trip, and cited as support two short chronicles. Of them 
Be. xo. No. 47, p. 81, Il. 56-57, says that Andronicus went to Murad 
“on the 3rd [day] of the same month” of the Byzantine year 6885 
(1376-77). But what month? The entry immediately preceding, 
and the first one for this year, notes the death of the Patriarch 
- Philotheos, an event which is generally accepted as having 
occurred in the second half of 1376. No month is mentioned in 
this chronicle, and we have no indication of the month of the 
Patriarch’s death in other sources I have studied. The entry imme- 
diately following, and the last one for this year, notes likewise 
“im the same month” the death of Maria Palaeologina, which is 
generally accepted as having occurred in 1877. The Byzantine 
year, of course, began with September 1, so that the year 6885 
would include the last four months of our year 1376. Obviously, 
then, this short chronicle text is defective in one extent or another. 
The other short chronicle which Dennis cites, Bo. ye. No. 45, p. 77, 
1. 6, simply says that Murad took Gallipoli in 1377 (itself using 
the reckoning of the year in the Christian Era). 

The only other reference given by Dennis in support of his dat- 
ing is the colorful tale in the Vita Caroli Zeni, Jocapo Zeno's some- 
what imaginative biography of his grandfather, Carlo. Specifically, 
this story concerns the supposed early attempt by Carlo Zeno to 
rescue John V from prison after Andronicus’ 1376 coup: see above, 
pp. 32-33, n. 86. As this text tells it (ed. Muratori, Rerum italica- 
rum scriptores, XIX, 215-216; re-ed. G. Zonta, R.L.S., 19, 6, Bologna, 


458 


Appendices: IV . + 459 
1940, 12-14), John, as an old friend of Zeno, sought the latter’s 


help to obtain his release, sending a letter to him by means of the . 


jailor’s wife—conveniently, one of John’s paramours, Zeno was 
able to approach John’s prison by boat (which, from our knowl- 
edge of the Tower of Anemas, seems quite impossible), and to 


climb up to a window of his chamber. But John balked at imme-: 


diate flight, claiming that this would. not allow him to bring his 
sons, on whose release with him he also insisted. The chance was 
lost, and Zeno was obliged to leave alone. John then renewed 
negotiations, again through the jailor’s wife, this time pledging to 
hand over to the Venetians the island of Tenedos. But the woman 
was caught by Andronicus—or, rather, by the wife of Andronicus, 
who was himself absent among the Turks at that time, says the 
account in passing—and under torture she revealed the plot. All 
that resulted was that Zeno escaped to Tenedos, and with the help 
of John’s written pledge he secured the cession of the island. 

So then, this text does casually mention the absence of Andro- 
nicus, who was at the Porte during the events described; events 
which certainly presuppose a date later than September of 1376, 
since John V was not imprisoned until October: see above, p. 28 
and n. 67. Unable to understand the basis for Loenertz’ and Den- 
nis’ assumption of the month of September for Andronicus’ trip, I 
was fortunate enough to be able to explore this question in detail 
in a long personal correspondence with Father Loenertz. As kind 
as he is erudite, this scholar has both defined and amplified his 
position in the course of our letters. 

The key to his argument is the passage in the Vita Caroli Zeni. 
While conceding its romantic and embroidered aspects, he regards 
this text as founded on reliable information, and he considers the 
tale in quéstion as one which contains a strong element of truth. 
In his article “Notes d’/histoire et chronologie byzantines,” he had 
already used this source in connection with the seizure of Tenedos 
in 1376 by the Venetian commanders Marco Giustinian and 
Donato Tron, apparently at the instigation of Zeno. This seizure 
took place in October, as we know from other sources. Using the 
common link of the Vita, Father Loenertz has now come to the 
conclusion that the journey of Andronicus to Murad now must 
also be placed in October, and not in September. His arguments 
would therefore suggest the following sequence of events, all in 
the month of October: (1) John V surrendered and was impris- 
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V. The Marriage of John Vil 


(To Chapter I, note 207; also Chapter III, note 73; 
and Chapter IV, note 72) 


The question of John VII's marriage is a thorny one. We know 
from our sources that he had married a daughter of Francesco II 
Gattilusio of Lesbos by the end of the fourteenth century, but we 
do not know when this marriage took place. 

There is even some dispute about the girl’s name. Sphrantzes, 
1048A (Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 190, ed. Bonn, 191), 
records the death of “the Despoina, lady Eugeneia, the daughter 
of Gatelioutzes” on January 1, 1440, adding that she was buried 
in the Monastery of the Pantokrator. There seems little reason to 
doubt that the lady in question was the widow of the ill-fated 
and long-dead John VII; and it is interesting to note that she 
should spend her last days and receive her final rest in the bosom 
of her late husband’s once-hostile family. On the basis of such a 
reference, Miller, “The Gattilusij of Lesbos,” 414 (321), calls her 
Eugenia without question, and in this respect he is followed by 
most modern writers. On the basis of other vague source refer- 
ences, however, Dilger, “Johannes VIL.” p. 29, n. 5, rejected this 
name and identified her as Irene. Few other scholars have taken 
up this name. 

The major problem, of course, is that of the time of her mar- 
riage. Miller and others generally regarded it as having taken 
place about the late 1390's. This marriage must have taken place 
by the summer of 1897: for in the remarkable document that John 
had drawn up in that year (see above, p. 164 and n. 73), the Lord 
of Lesbos is significantly characterized as reverendisimum et 
carissimum patrem imperii nostri. But there are some source state- 
ments that might indicate an earlier date for this marriage. In 
the first place, Ignatii of Smolensk describes Gattilusio as a “kins- 
man,” or perhaps an “in-law” (“srodnik”), of John VIL. OF course, 

Francesco II was related to both John VII and Manuel II (as well 
as John V), since his mother, the wife of Francesco I, was the 
sister of John V, Maria Palaeologina. This reference, however, 
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obviously implies a closer relationship, that which Fraricesco II 
did attain sooner or later as the father-in-law of John VII. Does 
this mean, then, that the marriage took place about the time of 
the events of 1390? Or is this reference merely, as Kolias suggests 
(pp. 61-64), an anachronism on the part of Ignatii, reflecting a 
later marriage alliance? This latter explanation is perhaps plausi- 
ble, given certain assumptions, but is hardly conclusive. 

That Ignatii’s description of Gattilusio really did signify some- 
thing regarding the date of John VII’s marriage had appeared 
possible in the light of some other sources. For some time there 
had been speculation regarding Venetian allusions to an “Empress 
of Constantinople” who passed through Venice in the summer of 
1390, and some scholars adopted the theory that this mysterious 
unnamed Empress was the child bride or bride-to-be of John VII on 
the way to join her new husband, then in his precarious and—as it 
proved—brief occupation of the Byzantine throne. Thus Loenertz, 
Recueils, 120, and then, more fully, in his “Epitre de Manuel II 
Paléologue aux moins David et Damien, 1416,” p. 296, n. 2 (the 
latter being a concise summary of our knowledge-of Eugenia up 
to that time). 

A key to this line of thinking was the assumption that Fran- 
cesco IT Gattilusio was younger than John VII, since, as it was 
understood, Francesco was still in his minority when he succeeded 
his father as Lord of Lesbos in 1384; of this more in a moment. 
Hence, according to this line of reasoning, he was not likely to 
have had any children of very advanced age in 1390. Kolias, 63-64, 
did suggest that Francesco could have had a young daughter about 
five years of age by this time, though he rejects the idea of a mar- ° 
riage this early. Still, in the light of the Venetian references, it 
did not seem inconceivable to suppose that Francesco, already 
drawn to the pretender by ties both of blood and of Genoese 
national sentiment (which favored the disinherited Imperial line 
of Andronicus IV), could have concluded some sort of alliance 
with the successful usurper by 1390, sealing it with at least the 
betrothal of his little daughter to John VII. It was also not incon- 
ceivable that the girl, perhaps for purposes of raising and educa- 
tion, might have been in Italy at the time and was then brought 
by way of Venice (now no longer openly hostile to the line of 
John VII) to the East; hence the Venetian references. Why else, 
also, should Francesco have been in Constantinople in the late 
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tainly have contributed a new ‘concern to the older Emperor's 
relations with his nephew. In the texts Dennis publishes, the pre- 
maturely dead boy is clearly described as Basileus. “If,” writes 
Dennis, “thé young Andronicus was actually proclaimed co- 
‘emperor, and equivalently heir presumptive, during [the period 
of Manuel’s absence], this could very conceivably have been one 
of-the major factors in Manuel’s anger in the summer and fall of 
1403 which led him to banish John to Lemnos.” Here we are on 
the most precarious ground of all. The fact that the boy would 
have borne the Imperial title at his death still gives us no indica- 
tion of when it was bestowed upon him. Had John proclaimed 
him during his regime in Constantinople, the act would have been 
so bold, not to say illegal, that one can hardly imagine it would 
have attracted no attention at all in any other available sources. 
However ex silentio the argument, my present reaction is to think 
it more likely that John would have associated his son with him in 
his title only later, during his reign (as “Basileus of Thessaly”) in 
Thessalonica, rather than flaunting his own dynastic claims so 
blatantly while still his uncle’s regent in Constantinople. Never- 
theless, John’s very possession of an heir in 1403 could have con- 
tributed significantly to the tensions between him and Manuel on 
the latter’s, and this new factor should therefore be reckoned now 
into the discussion above in Chapter IV (especially its n. 72) of 
Manuel’s reasons for breaking his agreement with John. 

It is clear that the Andronicus of Dennis’ texts died before his 
father, and Dennis accordingly suggests about 1407-08 for the 
boy’s death. Is any light thrown by this supposition on Manuel's 
haste to break off his Morean visit and get to Thessalonica imme- 
diately when John himself died soon after in September of 1408 
(see above, pp. 278-279, and notes 137 and 139)? Manuel might 
or might not have known that his nephew’s heir had pre-deceased 
him; but, even if he had, the fact that John VII had at one time 
possessed a son who might have succeeded him could have 
made Manuel particularly jittery about recovering the Thessalian 
appanage for his own family without any latitude left for further 
family schism. 

At any rate, however far this new speculation may lead, it 
would now seem arguable that John VII’s marriage to Eugenia 
Gattilusio was not entirely unfruitful, and that they may have 
had at least one child, with important political implications. 





VIL. John V’s Destruction of 
Fortifications in 1391 
(To Chapter I, note 213) 


In his account of Bayazid’s humiliating demands on John V, 
Tgnatii of Smolensk simply reports the Emir as threatening that 
Manuel would “never leave my hands” unless John destroyed his 
“fortress” (Khitrovo translates the word as “chateaux”). Ducas, 
ed. Grecu, 75-77, ed. Bonn, 47-49; says that John constructed two 
new towers by the Golden Gate and built an additional fort— 
Ducas ignores the presence there of an existing fortress—and that 
in the following year, when the Emir was planning a campaign, 
Manuel was sent to serve in the Turkish army; as soon as Manuel 
reached him, says Ducas, Bayazid sent his demand to John. It is 
possible that new or renewed building activity by John served as 
the spark for the demand by Bayazid who simply, on the spur of 
the moment, used the presence of Manuel to halt activity of which 
he had become suspicious. Such seems to be the generally accepted 
view in all the general accounts: cf. Berger de Xivrey, 62-64; 
Muralt, p. 739, nos. 7 and 8; Pears, 96; Gibbons, 197-198; Charanis, 
“Strife,” 306; Ostrogorsky, Hist. Byz. Emp., 487; and also Van 
Millingen, Byzantine Constantinople, 70-71. : 

But when one ponders the statements of Ignatii, and even of . 
Ducas, one is tempted to wonder if it was all as abrupt as that. 
We know that Ducas misunderstood, to some extent, the nature of 
John’s building activity and that a fortress already existed there 
on the site of the present Yedi Koulé, the Turkish stronghold that 
incorporates elements of the’ old Byzantine structure (see Van 
Millingen, ibid.; and A. M. Schneider, “Yedikule und Umgebung,” 
Oriens, 5 (1952), 197-208; see’also Figure 5 and Appendix XXIV: 
C, 8). In fact, the bare statement in Bo. xo., No. 15, p. 82, Il. 39-48, 
of the Emir’s command to John, says nothing of the new construc- 
tion, but refers specifically to the destroyed fortifications as includ- 
ing those in which John had been besieged previously. And, 
knowing something of the usual Turkish shrewdness in exploiting 
the weaknesses of the Empire to their fullest advantage, we may 
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ing the Latin occupation (1204-1261): cf. Van Millingen, Byzan- 
tine Churches in Constantinople, 226-227. But this explanation is 
impossible for two reasons: (1) we know quite well that this icon 
was.azain kept at the Church of the Hodegetria during the Palaeo- 
‘Togan period (see R. L. Wolff, “Footnote to an Incident of the 
Latin Occupation of Constantinople: The Church and Icon of the 
Hodegetria,” Traditio, 6 [1948], 326); and (2) it is quite plain 
that the description which Clavijo gives of the church where he 
saw this tomb was the Hodegetria itselfi—indeed, his is one of our 
most important contemporary descriptions of the place. 

There is therefore one obvious explanation for this misstate- 
ment: Clavijo mistook the tomb of John V for that of his son 
Andronicus IV, either through misunderstanding or misinfor- 


mation. 





VIIL A Reference by Manuel to the 
Dervishes - 
(To Chapter IT, note 11) 


-. . Kat, 10 3 oysthtmtegov, Ss év toig tHv Ilegotv isostoat 
[=tegevot?] cepvdc, sighotw S& xai éxitgintoc, pavlwvac dvoudte- 
tar. Ols otv H cevotdty aft meoonyogia oddév mAgov nagd tov 
dpoptiov éyéveto 7 maga tHv Tobardv ual 'Thaverdy, of, Slxnv 
av’ wv négewtev tnd tot vous mexdvbacw oidusvor Aop6d- 
velv xal tov Xootov Bodvtes émexdixetv, xtelvover psv tovs mQ0CTU- 
Xovtac navtac EEF: Fedor Sé, GAN’ odu suol rQootxe tatlt’ cineiv, nag’ 
wv 8’ tows dxotoy. - 


(Manuel, Letter tc’, ed. Legrand, p. 22, Il. 20-26.) 


Although not lacking some of the grammatical obscurity which 
characterizes almost any passage by Manuel, this one is also - 
extremely difficult to interpret as to meaning. To my knowledge, 
there has been no previous notice taken of it nor any attempt to 
explain it; and it has been omitted or skirted over in what ‘partial 
translations have been made of this letter. This is regrettable, for 
I believe that it contains an interesting and unusual meaning. 

The key to the problem is the strange word paviwvéc. There 
seem to be three possible derivations of it. One is from the noun, 
pathic, “knife.” What meaning would such an origin give our 
word? One might suggest the passive inference of “one marked 
by the knife,” in terms of the Latin concept of the homo sacer, 
or else in the sense of a scapegoat, as might be concluded from 
the reference by Manuel in the next sentence to a seemingly 
parallel custom among the Balkan Christians. On the other hand, 
it might also be possible to take the word in the active sense, as 
perhaps something like “knife-wielders” or simply “knifers.” One 
might then construe the relating of this Turkish custom to a cus- 
tom among the Christian peoples not in the sense of a separate © 
duplication of practice, but of familiarity with one and the same 
custom among the Turks by the Christians. That is, that the Turks 
were accustomed to give this name to certain of their religious 
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ee “IX. The Marital Status of Manuel 
Palaeologus, and the Last Yeats of His 
Mother, Helena Cantacuzena 


(To Chapter II, note 23; also notes 24 and 30; and Chapter II, 
note 36; Chapter I, note 214; Chapter VII, note 8) 


Aside from the cryptic and probably meaningless Venetian ref- 
erence of 1374 (see above, p. 23, n. 53), there is no evidence what- 
soever of any actual marriage by Manuel prior to his union with 
Helena Dragas. 

We do know that he bad at least one illegitimate daughter, named 
Zampia (Zabia) or Isabella, about whom we have some informa- 
tion. She may have been born in the 1370's, perhaps late in the 
decade, for by the 1390’s she was of marriageable age and at that 
time she wed a Genoese named Hilario Doria. Although Manuel 
“was to use other daughters of his family for political marriages, 
we do not know of any particular advantage that accrued from 
this alliance with a citizen of a state that was basically hostile to 
Manuel at the time; perhaps it was a love match. There is preserved 
(Miklosich and Miiller, II, no. 430, p. 159) the profession of faith 
which signalized Doria’s conversion to the Orthodox Church in 
April of 1392, presumably in connection with this marriage. We 
know that Manuel employed Doria on at least one important dip- 
lomatic mission: see above, pp. 158 ff. Apparently he continued to 
be close to Manuel. During Clavijo’s visit to Constantinople in 
1403 this Castilian ambassador was, by Manuel’s express order, 
guided through the city’s sites of interest by Doria (ed. Lopez 
Estrada, 35, 49-50; ed. Sreznevski, 52, 74-76; trans. Le Strange, 
62, 78-79), whom Clavijo specifically identifies as “his [Manuel's] 
son-in-law, whom they call Messer Ilario, a Genoese, who is hus- 
band of one of his daughters who is not legitimate.” He appears 
later as a treaty witness in 1418 (see above, p. 332, n. 61); and 
in 1428, near the end of Manuel’s life, he seems to have become 
disaffected (see above, p. 370 and n. 125); while at least one of 
his daughters by Zampia seems to have been used for a diplo- 


AT4 


Appendices: -IX - ATR 


matic marriage (see above, p. 253, n. 88; p. 368, n/ 120). On 

Zampia in general, see also A. T. Papadopulos, Versuch, 70. 
Manuel apparently had several other illegitimate children. In 

a chrysobull of September 1405 the Emperor confirms a founda- 

tion made in the church of Monemvasia by his brother Theodore 


_to provide liturgies “on behalf of the souls of the children of My 


Majesty buried there”: Délger, Regesten, no. 3307, p. 92; text of 
this document, Miklosich and Miller, V, no. 5, pp. 168-170; also 
ed. Zachariae von Lingenthal, Jus Graeco-Romanum, III (Leipzig, 
1857), pp. 713-715. But nothing else is known of these children, 
and the confused reference to them (supposedly a son and two 
daughters) made by Sphrantzes, 1026A (cf. Pseudo-Phrantzes, 
ed. Papadopoulos, 71, ed. Bonn, 66) is not much help. That refer- 
ence has been discussed by Loenertz in connection with a sup- 
posed reference by Manuel himself to one of these children in one 
of his letters: first in Echos d’ Orient, 37 (1938), pp. 112-118; then 
in much greater detail in his “La Date de la lettre # de Manuel 
Paléologue et Vinauthenticité du “Chronicon Maius’ de Georges 
Phrantzés”; but he subsequently altered his views in an after- 
thought appended to his article “Ecrits de Macaire Macrés et de 
Manuel Paléologue dans les mss. Vat. gr. 1107 et Crypten. 161,” 
p. 103, n. 2. 

Whatever our ignorance about these children, however, it is still 
plain that they must have been illegitimate, though by whom is 
not known, and that they were sired by Manuel before his assump- 
tion of the throne and his marriage to Helena Dragas. 

Chalcocondyles, ed. Darké, I, 75-76, ed. Bonn, 81-82, followed 


by the Chron. Barb. 111, 35, tells the celebrated story of how the - 


daughter of the Emperor of Trebizond had been sent to marry 
Manuel, but that his father, John V—a lascivious and lecherous 
old rogue, as the historian makes clear—was so captivated by her 
beauty that he took her as a bride for himself, in spite of his old 
age and infirmities. (Muralt, p. 739, no. 9, dramatically has him 
dying in her arms in 1391.) This story had generally been accepted 
by modern writers, including Berger de Xivrey, and especially by 
those who judge harshly the character of John V. 

But this strange tale of Manuel’s betrothal and deprivation has 
lately been subjected to critical scrutiny and finally exploded. 
Loenertz, first in “Pour ’Histoire du Péloponnése,” 180-181, and 
then in full detail in “Une Erreur singuliére de Laonic Chalcocan- 
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name? Or did Helena Draga’ choose the same name indeed, per- 
haps to pay tribute thus to her mother-in-law?) This retirement 
from the world is also referred to by Cydones in his Letter C. 133 
(No; 28), L. 222. (On this letter, see above, pp. 39 ff., and n. 105.) 
"But exactly when she took this step is not known. We have seen 
that she served as Manuel’s regent in 1391: see above, p. 87 and 
n. 5. That she continued to be associated with her son in the affairs 
of government can be seen in an instruction by the Venetian Sen- 
ate of July 20, 1392 (text on pp. 449-450 of Vol. II of Loenertz’ 
edition of Cydones’ Correspondence; cf. Thiriet, Régestes, I, no. 
820, p. 196), in which specific reference is made to the Emperor 
and his mother together: see above, p. 105, n. 30. Loenertz, Echos 
d Orient, 36 (1937), pp. 281-282 and n. 8, had concluded that 
Helena’s retirement must be dated some time after July of 1892. 
But it is not easy to be certain of this, for we find her again referred 
to by Manuel in the important passage from one of his literary 
works a few years later: see above, pp. 111-112 and n. 32; and her 
continued association with him personally, if not governmentally 
_ as well, is suggested by Manuel in connection with the events of 
‘Serres in 1393/94: see above, p. 120, n. 47. These references do 
not prove categorically that Helena was not in a convent. Conceiv- 
ably she could have taken the veil at any time after John V’s death, 
but she might have enjoyed an encloisterment which did not cut 
her off entirely from the world and the government. But, in view 
of her plainly continuous association with her son up through 
much of 1394, it seems more likely that she did not take her 
monastic vows until perhaps that year, or at least at the end of her 
life, as was common for members of a Byzantine Imperial family. 

At any rate, she was alive at least until before Manuel departed 
to the West, for he himself speaks of her in connection with the 
sale of Corinth to the Hospitalers (see above, p. 146 and n. 37). 
This is presumably our last reference to her. Laurent, ibid., has 
come to the conclusion that this cession took place in or before 
1396, and he demonstrates at least that Helena died between the 
end of August and the beginning of December in that year. In a 
subsequent note, “La Date de la mort d’ Héléne Cantacuzéne, 
femme de Jean V Paléologue, Un précision,” Rev. d. ét. byz., 14 
(1956), 200-201, Laurent has convincingly reduced the margin 
to the month of November, 1396. 





X. The Beginning and Duration of 
Bayazid’s Siege of Constantinople 
(To Chapter ITI, note 1; also note 26; and Chapter IV, note 15) 


As mentioned above, p. 85 ff., n. 2, some modern writers have 
attributed the beginning of Bayazid’s siege to a very early time. 
By now, however, we can place the date more accurately, not only 
from what we know of the context and aftermath of the Serres con- 
ference, but also from specific source material itself. Indeed, one 
of the authors most subject to this chronological confusion, Gib- 
bons, himself cites (p. 232 and n. 4) a letter by Bayazid instructing 
preparations for the beginning of the siege of Constantinople. Gib- 
bons also notes the date of this letter as 1394, and such a letter 
could well have been an actual order for the real commencement 
of the project. . 

We have other source material to authenticate this date. Be. xe. 


No. 15, p. 32, Il. 45-47, states that Bayazid “provoked most 


grievous conflict against Manuel in June of the year 6903 [1395],” 
and that “he [Bayazid] prevailed strongly for very near to eight 
years.” But then this chronicle places the terminal point of the 
siege, the Battle of Ancyra, in the correct year, 1402 (though in 
the month of August, which is incorrect). Hence, this chronicle 
errs in its statement either of the beginning date or of the duration 
of the siege. It is true that another short chronicle, the Chron. 
Vat. gr. 162, no. 17, p. 210, Il. 74-76, gives the duration of the 
siege as nine years; but the unreliability of its chronology is sug- 
gested by its totally inaccurate dating of the Battle of Ancyra, 
which it places in 1896 (perhaps a confusion with Nicopolis). 
Further support for a dating in.1396 might seem to appear in the 
entry in Baronius-Raynaldus, Annales ecclesiastici, 1393, no. 6 
(Vol. 26, p. 540), which speaks of Bayazid turning on Constanti- 
nople after his defeat at Nicopolis Minor in 1393. But this entry, 
as has been noted above (pp. 86-87, n. 2), jumbles together events 
of several years, and its confused chronology is hardly very reli- 
able. A duration of seven years is assigned to the siege by the 
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.. XT King Sigismund’s Letter from 
Constantinople after Nicopolis 
(To Chapter III, note 22; also notes 17, 26, and 32) 


Sigismundus dei gracia rex Hungarie, Dalmacie, Croacie etc. 
marchio Brandenburgensis etc. reverendissimo in Christo patri et 
religiosissimo militi domino Philiberto divina permissione sacre 
religionis hospitalis sancti Iohannis Therosolimitani magistro dig- 
nissimo salutem. et prosperos ad vota successus. Placuit Altissimo, 
ut ad urbem Constantinopolim licet alio quam sperabamus itinere 
veniremus. Quam circa obsessam invenimus et in statu positam valde 
gravi adeo, quod, si noster defuisset adventus, infra quam paucissi- 
mos dies Turchorum rapinis et spoliis patuisset. Sed nos attendentes, 
quod ipsius urbis perdicio toti christianitati dampnosa nimis esset, 
eo quod in mari vires infidelium nimis augerentur, pro considera- 
cione ipsius, pro christianitatis bono ad eius defensionem atque cus- 
‘todiam galeas nostras cum illis imperatoris, Venetorum, Januensi- 
umque dimisimus et alia multa tractavimus, sicut reverencie vestre 
admiratus vester seriosius explicabit. Hec quidem nos precipue 
christianitatis respectu fecimus. Vos autem preter christianitatem 
respectu lige, quam cum imperatore et Perensibus, sicuti ab eis didi- 
cimus, religio vestra habet, tenemini ad Romanie parcium conserva- 
cionem intendere et eis auxilium, quociens expedit, impertiri. 
Quapropter attente vestram ortamur reverenciam et rogamus, qua- 
tenus in dictarum parcium subsidium ex vestris aliquot transmittatis 
galeas, ut, donec per christianos fiet alia provisio, se valeant susten- 
tare. Imperator siquidem et Perenses legatos suos ad Venetias et 
Ianuam transmittunt, a quibus interim sperant sustentacionem ali- 
quam accipere. Nos autem eo potissimum animo in regnum nostrum 
revertimur, ut convocatis et congregatis undique christianorum 
auxiliis viribus omnibus hoc prosequamur negocium et pro christia- 
nitatis liberacione et corpus et animam et omnem coterie [=corone? ] 
nostre sacre potenciam exponamus. Quocirca vobis [=nobis?] quippe 
bonum valde ac laudabile videretur, quod ad partes illas, ubi pre- 
missa tractabuntur, vos quoque religionis vestre destinaretis nuncios, 
ne religio ipsa milicie Christi precipue dicata in procurando christia- 
nitatis bonum cuipiam fortassis turpia [=tepida?] videatur. Dat. 
Constantinopoli, sub sigillo reverendissimi ‘patris in Christo domini 
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archiepiscopi Strigonensis cancellarii regni nostri propter absenciam 
sigilli regii, Novembris die XI. MCCCLXXXXVI°. 


Sigismund, by grace of God King of Hungary, Dalmatia, Croatia, etc., 
Margrave of Brandenburg, etc., to the most reverend father in Christ 
and most consecrated soldier, lord Philibert, by divine leave most worthy 
[Grand] Master of the Sacred Order of the Hospital of Saint John of 
Jerusalem, health and fortunate fulfillment to your wishes. It has pleased 
the Most High that we should come to the city of Constantinople, 
although in a fashion other than that in which we were hoping to go. 
Which city we found blockaded about and placed in a position so very 
grave that, if our arrival had not befallen, in less than the fewest days it 
would have been open to the plunderings and spoliations of the Turks. © 
But since we are aware that the loss of this city would be an excessive 
damage to all Christendom, because on the sea the strength of the infi- 
dels would become excessively strong, in view of this, for the good of 
Christendom we have dispatched to its defense and guarding our gal- 
leys, with those of the Emperor, of the Venetians, and of the Genoese, 
and we have discussed many other things, as your admirable representa- 
tive will explain to Your Reverence. This we did chiefly out of regard 
for Christendom. On your part, however, beyond consideration of 
Christendom, with respect for the league which your Order has with 
the Emperor and with the Peraiotes, as we have learned from them, do 
you hold fast to devote yourselves to preservation of the regions of 
Romania and to bestow aid on them, as often as it is advantageous. 
Wherefore carefully do we urge and beg Your Reverence, that for 
assistance of the said regions you send off some of your own galleys, so 
that they may be able to sustain themselves until there may be some 
other provision from the Christians. Of course the Emperor and Perai- 
otes are sending off their ambassadors to Venice and Genoa, from which 
meanwhile they hope to receive some support. We on our part, how- — 
ever, are returning to our realm with this particular intention, that by 
convoking and assembling succors from Christians everywhere we may 
pursue this business with all our powers, and for the liberation of Chris- 
tendom we may expose both body and soul and all the might of our 
sacred crown. For which reason it.would seem to us certainly very good 
and praiseworthy, that you also should appoint representatives of your 
Order to these places where the aforesaid steps will be discussed, lest 
this Order especially dedicated to the military service of Christ might 
seem to someone perhaps lukewarm in looking after the good of 
Christendom. Given in Constantinople, under the seal of our most 
reverend father in Christ, the lord Archbishop of Gran, Chancellor of 
our kingdom, because of the absence of the Royal Seal, on the eleventh 
day of November, 1396. 
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- XIL A Venetian Grant to a Byzantine 
Ambassador 
(To Chapter ITI, note 46) 


1397.1V.8. indict. 5. 

Anthonius Venerio, Dei gratia dux Venetiarum etc. umiuersis et 
singulis tam amicis quam fidelibus et tam presentibus quam futuris 
presens priuilegium inspecturis salutem et sincere dilectionis 
affectum. 

Tanto benignius ducalis prouidentia consueuit personas discretas 
sibi deuotas et fideles honoribus preuenire ipsarumque fidem et 
deuotionem dignis retributionibus compensare ac ipsas dotalibus 
fauoribus conuallare et ipsarum petitiones liberalius exaudire quanto 
ducatui nostro deuotiores fide et operibus se ostendunt. 

Attendenies igitur multiplicis fidei puritatem et deuotionis pleni- 
tudinem quam nobilis uir Nicola Notara Dermonophiti, natus uiri 
nobilis Georgii Notara Dermonophiti, habitatoris Constantinopolis, 
ad nostre magnitudinis excellentiam habere promptis affectibus se 
ostendit; qui in agendis nos, ducatum nostrum et singulas personas 
ducatus eiusdem tangentibus promptum et deuotum laudabiliter et 
incessanter se prebuit atque prebet, supplicationibus nobis sua parte 
porrectis gratiosius annuentes ipsum, nostrorum omnium consiliorum 
et ordinamentorum necessaria solemnitate seruatd, perpetuo in nos- 
trum ciuem et Venetum de intus tantum recepimus atque recipimus, 
et Venetum et ciuem nostrum de intus fecimus et facimus et pro 
Veneto et ciue nostro de intus in Venetiis tantum deinceps haberi 
et procurari omni effectu et plenitudine uolumus et tractari, ipsum 
sincere beneuolentie brachiis amplexantes et firmiter statuentes quod 
singulis libertatibus, benificiis, immunitatibus et honoribus quibus- 
cumque quibus alii amici nostri et ciues Veneti gaudent de intus et 
perfrui dignoscuntur prefatus Nicola in Venetiis tantum perpetuo 
gaudeat et utatur, cum conditione quod in fontico Teutonicorum 
siue cum Teutonicis mercari non possit secundum formam consilii. 

Nobis quoque idem Nicola prestari nobis fecit solemniter ad sancta 
Dei Euangelia fidelitatis debitum iuramentum. 

In cuius rei fidem et euidentiam pleniorem presens priuilegium 
fieri iussimus et bulla nostra plumbea pendente muniri. 

Datum in nostro ducali palatio, anno Dominicae incarnationis 
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millesimo trecentesimo nonagesimo septimo, mensis Apfilis die 
octauo, indictione quinta. 
( Venezia, Archivio di stato, Privileggi I, f. 125.) 


I am indebted to Father Loenertz for the transcript of this 
text. It is an example of common grant, an award by a city 
to an individual of the rights and privileges of its citizenship, 
though only when he is actually present in person within its con- 
fines (de intus tantum). It is interesting that such a grant should 
be given to a Byzantine diplomat at this time and especially to 
one engaged in so important an embassy as was this particular one 
in 1397-98. But it is by no means unusual. Another instance of 
this kind of grant, for example, may be seen in the case of no less 
than Demetrius Cydones (“Chydhoni”), who was given the same 
grant on January 20, 1391. The text of this document (published 
by Loenertz in Echos d’Orient, 37, 1938, pp. 125-126) is almost 
identical in most of its wording with our own here, and both 
obviously represent a conventional form for such purposes. 

Nicholas Notaras “Dermonophiti,” son of Georgios Notaras 
“Dermonophiti” (= Dermokaites?) and father of the celebrated 
Lucas Notaras, appears from time to time during the reign of 
Manuel as an important court functionary and envoy. For an 
outline of his career as far as is known, see note 3 on pp. 229-331 
of my article “John VII in Genoa, in Orientalia Christiana Peri- 
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gai “XIV. The Reconciliation of John VII 
and Manuel in 1399 
(To Chapter III, note 74; also note 80) 


The various sources for this agreement must be weighed care- 
fully. Roughly, they fall into two groups: those which teli the 
story and those which do not. 

In the latter category are the Greek sources, which give a very 
faulty account of the episode. As observed elsewhere (above, p. 
169, and n. 80), in his only references to this reconciliation 
Manuel himself states that he personally reached the conclusion 
that he must go to the West and appointed a government in his 
absence, over which he set his nephew, with whom he had made 
peace. A Patriarchal document, also as noted elsewhere (above, 

pp. 208-211), gives the same picture. Ducas, ed. Grecu, 83, .ed. 

' Bonn, 54-55, describes the reconciliation as Manuel’s prudent 
plan to counter complaints within the city against John’s exclu- 
sion from rule. Chalcocondyles (ed. Darké, I, 78, ed. Bonn, 84), 
on the other hand, says that John fell out of favor with Bayazid, 
fled to Manuel, and reached an agreement with him under bind- 
ing oaths. The Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Papadopoulos, 65-66, ed. 
Bonn, 61-62, gives essentially the same story with further elabo- 
rations, telling of the cordial reception of John by his uncle: -see 
J. W. Barker, “John VII in Genoa,” 217 and 220. 

Nor do the remaining Greek sources help much. The Chron. 
Barb. 111, 36, simply says that the government was handed over 
to John VIL while Bayazid was besieging the city; but the 
Emperor, who then leaves for the West, is identified as “John 
Palaeologus,” in another of the frequent confusions of Imperial 
westward journeys. Of the short chronicles, the Chron. Vat. gr. 
162, no. 17, p. 210, ll. 79-80, is differently confused, stating sim- 
ply that the departing Manuel relinquished the rule to “his 
brother... the lord Andronicus.” The Bg. xe. No. 15, pp. 32-33, I. 
53-54, simply states that Manuel made peace with his nephew 
John and left him in the government of Constantinople during 
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his absence in the West. No. 18, p. 35, Il. 12-14, helpfully includes 


the date, December 4, and states that John entered the city 


eionvixOs and that he came to an agreement with Manuel with an 
exchange of oaths; cf. Muralt, p. 766, no. 10. Virtually identical to 
this latter short chronicle text in wording are the last three of the 
four short chronicle entries published by Lampros in his I odaoldyeva 
zal ILehonovvyooxd, III, 360-361. One last Greek source, the 
anonymous late-sixteenth-century Historia politica et patriarchica 
Constantinopoleos, 3-4, merely says that Manuel left the govern- 
ment in the hands of his nephew, whose background is very briefly 
noted. 

All the Greek sources, then, uniformly ignore the role of Bou- 
cicaut. This serious omission of fact is explained by Berger de 
Xivrey, 91-92, and by Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 
p. 377, n. 1, as an indication of shame on the part of the Greeks 
over the necessity of foreign mediation in their internal quarrels. 
Whatever the reason, however, it is only in two Western sources 
that we find a full account of the episode. They are mutually inde- 
pendent, and their reliability in this instance is unquestionable. 

The biography of Boucicaut, the Livre des faits, I, xxxiii, p. 606, 
tells how the Marshal realized the harm caused by the dynastic 
division and the need for an end to it. Hence, “.. . he himself went 
to fetch [alla querir] this nephew and his wife in a town called 
Salubrie, which lies on the frontiers of Greece, and conveyed 
[mena] him to Constantinople to his uncle who received him 
with great favor [le receut a bonne chére], for which all the 


Greeks were very joyous, giving thanks to God Who had conveyed _ 


[mené] the Maréschal to the land, Who had made this holy 
peace, and through Whom all their blessings would ensue.” 
Whereupon it was agreed that John should hold and defend the 
city in Manuel’s absence in the West. 

Clavijo, ed. Lopez Estrada; 27-28 (cf. ed. Sreznevski, 39-40; 
trans. Le Strange, 51-52), provocatively adds more details. In 
discussing the background of John and his claims to Thessalonica, 
Clavijo relates, “...this young emperor [John] had dwelt with 
Murate [undoubtedly a confusion of Bayazid with his father]; 
and as he was in a city of Turquia, which has the name of Selen- 
bria, there arrived there Marshal Boucicaut [Mosen Bochicarte], 
governor of Genoa [i.e. later], with ten galleys, who seized 
[tomara al] the said emperor there by force [por fuerga or 
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"XV! Manuel's Family in the Morea, 
. and His Subsequent Children 


(To Chapter III, note 82; also Chapter VII, note 9) 


In their accounts of Manuel’s departure for the West in 1400, 
both Chalcocondyles and the Pseudo-Phrantzes mention only that 
Manuel left his wife in the Peloponnesus as he set sail for Italy. 
But Ducas observes (ed. Grecu, p. 85, Il. 16-17, ed. Bonn, p. 56, 
ll. 2-4) that Manuel “left there the Despoina with their children; 
for he had the recently born [Boeépos] John and the infant [vyztov] 
Theodore.” 

Ducas’ description of John must be taken rather loosely, since 
he was by then seven years old, having been born on December 
17 or 18, 1892: see above, p. 104, n. 28. Manuel himself, prefacing 
his so-called Praecepta educationis regiae with an introductory 

letter to his eldest son, begins the work with an allusion to John’s 
age at the time of his return from the West: “Having left you in 
Peloponnesus, when I returned from Italy—O how was I able to 
endure the separation?—you were still but a boy [natdiov] ...” (ed. 
Migne, Patr. gr., 156, 313A). Berger de Xivrey suggests (p. 142) 
that this work was written about 1406 when, at the age of four- 
teen, the future John VIII became, in Manuel’s own expression, 
“an adolescent” (uetedxiov). When Clavijo saw John on October 
28, 1403, he described the boy as being eight years old: ed. Lépez 
Estrada, 34-35; ed. Sreznevski, 50-51; trans. Le Strange, 61. 
Actually, of course, the young John was almost eleven. 

As for Theodore, A. T. Papadopulos, Versuch, 60, estimates 
that he was born after 1395. But there is no source evidence for 
this guess, and since his estimation is apparently based only on 
the false assumption that John VIII was born in 1394, it need'not 
be taken too seriously. Ducas’ term vimtov could also suggest a 
wide range of age. 

Of Manuel’s four other sons, at least three would seem all to 
have been born after the Emperor’s Western journey. The date 
of birth of his fourth son, the future Constantine XI, has been 
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reckoned from Sphrantzes, 1061B (or rather more usually from 
the Pseudo-Phrantzes, ed. Bonn, 291) which gives Constantine’s. 
age at death as forty-nine years, three months, and twenty days: 
this would place his birthday on February 9, 1404. Thus Papa- 
dopulos, 62; cf. Lampros in Néog éliyvopvipov, 4, (1907), p. 417, 
n. 1; also C. Mijatovic, in his unreliable book, Constantine, The 
Last Emperor of the Greeks (London, 1892), 78, who also states 
that Constantine was “the eighth of the ten children of Manuel 
Palaiologos and Irene [sic] Dragasses,” although his bases for 
such a computation are unknown to me. But usually overlooked 
is the more authoritative statement by Sphrantzes elsewhere, 
1025B, that Constantine was bom on F ebruary 8, 1405. It is 
undoubtedly on the basis of this statement that this date is cor- 
rectly put forward by Loenertz, in “La Date de la Lettre 0’ de 
Manuel Paléologue,” 98, and then later by him in “Une Erreur 
singuliére de Laonic Chalcocandyle,” 182. In this latter place 
Loenertz points out Sphrantzes’ later error of a year in the reckon- 
ing, so long accepted, of Constantine’s age at death. 

For Manuel’s third son, however, we know no precise date of 
birth. Since Andronicus is not mentioned among the children left 
behind in 1400, assuming Ducas did not overlook him, he was 
presumably not born at that time. As there is no evidence to war- 
rant suspecting Helena of misconduct during her husband’s 
absence, there would thus be two possibilities for his birth date: 
either Helena was pregnant with him when Manuel left and 
Andronicus was therefore born before the end of 1400; or, since 
Manuel rejoined his wife in April of 1403, Andronicus was born 
at the beginning of 1404. Fortunately, we have some incontestable 
circumstantial evidence. For one thing, in the famous portrait 
brought to Paris in 1408 by Chrysoloras (see F igure 6, and below, 
Appendix XXIV: A, I 3; also pp. 263-264 above) Andronicus 
appears with his two older brothers, and he is represented as not 
much younger than Theodore. More decisive, since Clavijo saw 
Andronicus in his audience with the Imperial family on October 28, 
1403, it is obvious that the first of the two possibilities is the only 
one really possible. Therefore, Manuel did not see his third son 
until perhaps some two years after his birth, when the Emperor 
returned from the West—again, accepting Ducas’ failure to in- 
clude him among the children left behind in 1400 as conclusive. 

The birth date of Manuel's fifth son, Demetrius, is unknown. 
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eanae) millesimo quadrigentesimo, et regni dicti Regis Henrici 
secundo. 


_ y, To all the faithful of Christ wnom the present letter reaches, 
‘Manuel, faithful to God, Emperor and Ruler of the Romans, 

Palaeologus, and ever Augustus, health in the Savior of all. 

Your whole world knows well that, when three thousand marks 
in the time of the Lord Richard of illustrious memory, recently 
King of England, Second [of that name] after the Conquest, were 
collected and raised by the clergy and people of his realm of 
England for the defense of the regions of the Romans against the 
invasion of the enemies to the Christian Faith, and were received 
by Reginald Grillo, a merchant of Genoa, by the will of the said 
King; and this same Reginald and others were committed by their 
letters to the said King Richard and to his heirs to paying the said 
three thousand marks to us, the said Emperor, within a certain 
time limit long expired, and the payment of this sum within the 
said time limit was not made; and although on this account, in 
force of the said commitment, the said three thousand marks are 
owed to the most excellent and most illustrious Prince, the Lord 
Henry, by grace of God now King of England, nevertheless this 
‘same man, now King, attending to and considering the enormous 
labors and burden of expenses thus far borne by us concerning 
prosecution of the aforesaid negotiations with various Catholic 
Princes and other faithful of Christ, has given to us, of his special 
grace, the sum of three thousand marks of gold from the Treasury 
of this same King in recompense of such a sum received in the 
above fashion by the aforesaid Reginald. __ 

Which sum, indeed, from this generous gift we have received 
through the hands of the honorable and pious man, Brother Peter 
de Holt, Prior of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem in Ireland, 
with very great expressions of thanks. And for that reason, the 
aforesaid Reginald and whomsoever others are involved in this 
matter we thereafter set at peace through these presents, which 
we confirm by the appending of our seal. 

Given in London on the morrow of the Purification of the 
Blessed Mary, in the Year of the Lord (after the sequence and 
reckoning of the English Church) the one thousand four hun- 
dredth, and the second of the reign of the said King Henry 
[iie. February 3, 1401]. 


The text of this letter is preserved in a manuscript of the 
Cottonian Collection (Nero, B. xi., fol. 174); it is an original copy, 
on vellum, and (according to the editor, p. 57, n. 1) “the mutilated 


Appendices: XVI * | 499 


remains of the seal are still attached to the letter.” This ‘text has 
been published by Hingeston, Royal and Historical Letters (the 


first and only volume of a projected series never continued), no. 


25, pp. 56-57. In view of its relative unavailability, it is repro- 
duced here, with my own translation. 

In his footnotes, Hingeston points out that during this period 
the English Church followed the late Roman tradition of begin- 
ning the year on March 25; therefore, the year 1400 as given by 
the text must be read as 1401. It is also interesting to note the 
attempt here to adapt into current Latin the standard formula 
of the Byzantine Imperial signature: [Mavoun] év Xquot tH ep 
motos Baotheds xai attoxedtwo ‘Papatwv [6 Tlalaoldyos], with the 
added xat del attyovotos. For an even more literal Latin rendering 
of this formula in a subsequent letter (though not from Manuel), 
see the opening of the text in the following Appendix (XVII). 


uowYysTsuq uo yYdeisered oy} st }so1a}UT Jo JuIOd puodes oy], 
dUCSTIIeS spuBIoUINve}eyy jo 
sloquieu YoUeIA ay} JO ouO Ueeq eARY ey plNog ‘Aeye] suyof 
porejsuen 10 poyerp OYA oqLIos oy} Jo AyTeuoHeU oY} Jo MONO 
-IpUl OUIOs st #1 ATQISsog ,"WMIOULIe-snqiues ap,, se eseryd @ Yons 
jo WISII0 yOusr A[snotAqo oy} st ‘saseryd yoorg Jo suorjoeper 
[etworsec00. WOT; opise “BUNseLe}UT oLOUL UAT ‘oMaduy opus 
-sumupo aq suyueso1Aydiog ounuejsuoD jo uormoo1g oY} FO 
oul] Ise OY} UT ‘ojdurexe oF ‘au 9}0U :s}x0} oURUeZAG UT UOUT 
-W09 oom oseryd sty} Jo suonejdepy ‘(oyeSMA oy} ul jUeUseL 
sesol OUl Jog.) ,siononsyiong Sisyoog gorlg ag, “GT “MIA sqraaor1g 
UT OSIOA ‘ yuiSenidag oy} syopor , queusax se8er wen?) rod oF 
UL, eseryd ou} ‘Wore Yes oy} JO pus oy} ew puy ‘[SoAoyowwyn TT 9] 
‘amjorlog, Smapdko1nn yox Sasyiond Soro o3Q 1 hanidy a3 [Slaapmy,] 
:BNULIOF “YooIs) [UISTIO oy} Jo uoreuKo1dde [nyssooons pue 
[ero] O1OUL Tey vB St oT} Terseduy oy} Jo a19y UTZ] OJUT SuLIepusr 
om ‘(IAX xipueddy ur teye] ey Jo pua oy} Jo) o1ey ydure}e 
epnio sy} YA uosrievduroo uy ‘xipueddy Burpeoaid oy} ur ten 97 
s[OnULAL JO JY} UvY} LoyJoours spy v ATetoues st tay afAjs ou} 
pus. ysrurze'T JUe}eduI0D ¥ Tlaaq GAT, 0} SIHaeS Le}feIp SI] “}xX9} OT} 
UL s}MOULyO O1sT[AYs UTe}-100 Jo souasaid oY} st oUG ‘sjoodse Buys 
~I9}UT OM} SVT] IOI] STG} ‘ONTVA TBOLIOJSIY SNOTAQO Ss} WOIT opIsy 
‘SOT-LOT ‘dd ‘gp ‘ou ‘s1ajza'7 Joowwoysi zy pup yohiory 
‘aoysosurzy Aq Ajsnorssid poysitqnd seas 3 ‘OT ‘TOF ‘TeP ‘ON ‘SI 
UBIO] OY} Ul WMasNyA] YSHIG OY} UL ST 3X9} STU} JO TeUIBIIO OIL], 
‘yon{ vurd orp ‘opunaes oD OOD OUMIseL[IAL PUTMIOC, a}eNAVN & 
ouny ‘[eueypodounuyysu0D =] eueyjodounsuon oq.in ur umnyeg 
jerorsuoy erodure, 10d reyrorey sn. 
-eydo ur eyeqravid vse OpMsteD eIZaI BITPOUT Jase Jo JeoTeA, 
‘snjonsy seye} ersonpord jso UNAM oRI[suy OVUTISSTIe[O WINS 
o8N ‘wepsnf[o uMTATO jo ‘SHRYAID 9BIsoOU 9eIOIP Jo UN.QsOU UNIS 
ummoes ye umuoq jorsordser ponb opusyrwo snqnueZuyuU0e 
ep jryr ‘soyueredo rumdo ynjea GumszopnyWOO Wem weprdenut 
ye Woe}ejos ‘werloucy 3 WMpouUI0D uMAsOU pe jo ‘snqnsoy 
qe spyeqaro sn{ny wrouolsueyep utouuo pe isdr weruonb ‘seusrp 
Op[eA septierayoI souoToe. umrenye13 pe SIGOA snumS.mspe ‘snqiiedo 
sTuOq Unio SndqjtotmueAto Ur “oopt ‘Tpus{OOXa O}MEUL SNQIPNey 
stu8rp erodo um.oe sod jurs ‘soyerourw0o suorsuezep stq.m sni{ny 
‘UL snqnensea xo T[NuUOU seftqou umo oues ‘oreorIexa orpryonb 
yUMUIsep UO selIqepney smjoe jo “mMyUBSNTI snqiiedo aaINyNy ATA 
mb sogr emrejeerd [onueps=] ojuepos qns snumssod oeu snur 


ToS tin IIAX .:saoypuaddy 


-oqep wou ‘onepnerjoo ya0ep soyer emb ‘xey oypour ‘wmroje+ 
‘sqUALIO 
snqyred syst op ystIyD nsoyf uswouU myoro}TUIe Yo IMeIeTap ponb 
jso UINPUSUTT) Je “WMIOULYSIIYD UNTTEpy wnrUUIO snoepep je uN 
-wlep pe jorepeo ‘tednounu req snutog ysejod seyaro oenb ‘um 
-OURNSLIY) shqIueU ep seyAIO BIP mMjos9}TUNe (;Hsqe ponb) ts 
emb ponb oe ‘sraenstiyy snqidiourzg yo snqiSey stzeyoo wo vun 
‘oyejsoleyl BSOA B WepUoy snsmoons jo TEXNe weuorstAoid ureyeu 
-Ipio si8eur jo wosofeu pe onbsn ‘treasesovid snqisimour umnnsoy 


00S 


ye stmotied snorpeesd e yeorea sewao eprp ponb oyred vyue} ut 


‘eronoad ye UMIOULIE-snqnues op oLIazuoo ov e1epuedun umsmoons 
yo WINIpIsqns eNsoA eQuoUe[O vider mMjoUSIp waxes ‘10ye10duT] 
snuTwocy ‘snout Jaye © SNUTUIOG, sNUMTssTUETTeoxe Jo SNUTISsTUeIES 


_ ysdrr10s stqou mnoad ‘ortezuO00 wNTTTXNe Jo UMIpIsqns yostjs umyuenb 


wnjue} J[eA MoU Quesovid UL VNSeA OpNysfer eIBeI 97105 Is 14 

"sTpeyo 
o[Maried eB MyoAsTqns “eyes eUIAIG, oWUETpeur ‘eNUe}0d umsouEN 
“sly windrourg jo wnsey uMioye }o ‘eSeA & IsTU “UINIOMeDBIEG 
umyepyur wumusosd: wn8n{ emqns myeypoored ‘orapueyop es srsdy 
qe 09U OUIUT ‘oLepUsTO soysoy sntzeyN suereA uoU ‘eyeQsord yoor! 
‘onburnosnqmb snqneinory ov eyusjod 3a snqrA vyenus}xe Ulep 


ue} ‘TUeysUIYyD sluratou snqiomoesied ‘snqryepyur styomy, uo. 


yoqey royyenuesevid senb ‘umreyqey umrerions ensnsue 39 ‘eye} 
-sodure} vulissisuo, xe uiopmb oenb ‘ovueyjodounurysuoy eeysou 
THEYWATO OMY wUMIpisqns jo uMNTIXNe pe eLIeyUCO ‘WMIeIIE} OqJ0 
030} Ut yeqey edger eNueTjeoxy esdr wenb urewey qo yo ‘HstyD 
nseyf[ stioyeATesg ueutou 103do1d ‘myouSrp esdr snupyenb snumxmbex 
jo snureZor wensoA wozeyseleyy wieder ureypout enDOSD ‘StI 
-]xNe sNUMESTpUr sTEresseoeu ‘stfnorred stqou snqnurysur sTUsey © 


‘yueuser soBe1 wan?) Jed oy ut uNOyNTes ‘snZopooRTeg 
“‘UINIOSMIOY IOJeIOpoy Jo Joyesrodury spapy oacy oOysTIYD ut ‘seu 
-ueyo [ ‘ounssrreoovid omsou ooumBursuoo ‘ovysuy dey ‘ened 
oql ‘ooLmeyzy ‘ourwocy ounssyuejod yo rdrourig ouwnsstuarag 


(ZT oqou ‘Ay toydeyD oL) 


purpsaq jo AT Atuopy sury 
01 Jo119T STTA GUOf TIAX. 


502 ; Appendices: XVII 


serving in Constantinople. Obviously this passage was added to 
curry extra favor with Henry and to emphasize supposed prece- 
dents for English help to the Byzantines. Therefore we cannot 
expéct much precise information from it. But the text seems to 
' make clear that the Englishmen helping in the defense of the city 
. against attacks, presumably during the Turkish siege, are there at 
‘the time the letter is being written. 

It is interesting to speculate just how much this allusion might 
refer back to the presence of Anglo-Saxons in the old Varangian 
Guard in the eleventh century and thereafter. Though it might 
seem hardly flattering or tactful to us to remind the English King 
of men who were in point of fact but refugees from the Norman 
Conquest, such subtle distinctions might not have meant much 
to the Byzantines of the early fifteenth century, whether or not 
they even would have to the English themselves of that time. 
Actually, though it might appear unlikely that a recollection of 
the eleventh-century Varangians should linger in Constantinople 
as late as Manuel’s day, we must not forget that the Byzantine 
memory was long. That such recollection did exist is suggested, 
_ for example, by the English historian Adam of Usk, a contempo- 
rary of Manuel, who reports a comment he himself heard from 
Byzantine ambassadors in Rome in 1404. This comment (pp. 
96-97 in Thompson’s edition, and p. 272 in his accompanying 
translation), referring to axe-bearing warriors “of British race” 
among the Greeks, has been taken to be an actual allusion to the 
Britons (Anglo-Saxon or otherwise) of the old Varangian Guard: 
see Vasiliev, “The Opening Stages of the Anglo-Saxon Immigra- 
tion to Byzantium in the Eleventh Century,” Seminarium Konda- 
kovianum, 9 (1937), 39-70, specifically p. 69 (who, however, 
does not make use of the further evidence of this letter itself). 

On the other hand, whether or not his comment was intended 
to reflect to so distant a past, John does seem to be speaking, at 
least in part, of Englishmen of his own day: men of quality, 
knights of good family who were a credit to their homeland in 
“overseas service” fighting against the Infidel in Constantinople 
in recent times. We may recall the case of the Knight in Chaucer's 
Canterbury Tales, a work roughly of this epoch. The description 
of the Knight in the Prologue identifies him with many actual 
campaigns or events in the East, although nothing is said to indi- 
cate that he had anything directly to do with Byzantium. But 
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his background at least shows that it was a common practice in 
this period for restless English knights to hie theniselves off to 


wherever a good fight might be found—all on behalf of Christen-’ 


dom, of course. It is therefore surely possible, if not probable, that 
some Englishmen of this stripe had lately been serving in Con- 
stantinople, at least as individuals. It might well be to such indi- 
viduals, then, that John VII would be referring in his letter to 
Henry IV. 
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carried with them upon their departure: Délger, Regesten, no. 
3197, p. 74; text, Iorga, Notes et extraits, I, 118. 

Actually, at least one of these two ambassadors was none other 

than an emissary originally sent from the court of Charles VI of 
‘France, with the connivance (if not partly on the initiative) of 
Manuel himself, as part of a grand Christian effort to induce the 
Tartar to strike down the Turk. This was a Dominican whose 
name, some variations in spelling aside, seems to have been Fran- 
cesco Sandron. Nor was he the only emissary to Timur from 
Western Europe, for at the same time another Dominican was in 
the company of Timur. He was one John Greenlaw, originally 
Bishop of Nakh&ivan, from which he was translated on August 26, 
13898, to the Archepiscopate of Sultaniya (the ancient Tigrano- 
certa in Lesser Armenia), a post that bore with it the pompous 
title of Archiepiscopus totiug Orientis: on him see Delaville le 
Roulx, La France en Orient, 391; Hingeston, Royal and Historical 
Letters, p. 419, n. 2. (P. B. Gams, Series episcoporum ecclesiae 
catholicae, Ratisbon, 1873, p. 454, puts the end of John [IT]’s 
episcopate in Sultaniya in 1401: if this date is correct, was he 
therefore detached from his see specifically for this diplomatic 
project?) On the missions of the two in general, see Alexandrescu- 
Dersca, La Campagne de Timur en Anatolie, 38-40, 92-93; 
H. Hookham, Tamburlaine the Conqueror (London, 1962), 218, 
219, 243, 256-259; Delaville le Roulx, La France en Orient, 389- 
391; Heyd, 266-267; Mompherratos, Aun. év., 46 ff; cf. also 
Gibbons, 249. I am dependent upon the reference in Byz. Zeit- 
schrift, 60 (1967), 430, for reference to a discussion of John of Sul- 
taniya’s mission (and visit to Wallachia and Moldavia in the course 
of it) by S. Papacostea, “Un calator in tarile romane in veacul al 
XV-lea,” in Studii (Bucharest), 18 (1965), 171-174, which I have 
not seen. 

Of these two men it is the Archbishop John who is of interest 
for us in connection with Manuel; for, presumably when these 
missions were being organized, Henry IV of England drew up as 
John’s sovereign a series of letters of recommendation to various 
rulers to pave the Archbishop’s way for his important negotiations 
in the East. The first three of these letters are addressed respec- 
tively to the Emperor of Abyssinia, the King of Cyprus and 
Armenia, and the Doge of Venice: published by Hingeston, Royal 
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and Historical Letters, nos. 147, 148, and 149 respectively, pp. 


421-425, But another letter, ibid., no. 151, pp. 427-428, is addressed 


to none other than Manuel himself. This indicates without doubt 
that the Emperor was actively involved in the Christian negotia- 
tions with Timur. Thus, in addition to his pleas to Western rulers 
Manuel took care to be alert to new possibilities in the East. 

At any rate, the response received by these ambassadors in 
August of 1401 would seem to have been favorable and may even 
have been exactly the messages reported by Clavijo, if we can 
believe an important text found in Marino Sanuto, 797-798 
(reproduced in Alexandrescu-Dersca, 123-124, and Mompherratos, 
Aink. év., 60-62). This purports to be a letter, dated May 15 (1402), 
from Timur to “Il Procuratore Principe dell’ Imperadore Chir- 
manoli,” that is, Manuel’s regent, John VII. It speaks of the mes- 
sage brought by one of these ambassadors, and it is plainly an 
answer thereto. Hence the seeming confirmation of Clavijo’s state- 
ment, for the latter discusses payment of tribute to be made to 
the Tartars by the Byzantines and the matter of blockading the 
Straits against the Turks: cf. Alexandrescu-Dersca, 51; Mom- 
pherratos, Auth. év., 47 £f. 

There are also other reports and traditions regarding Timur 
and the Byzantines after the Battle of Ancyra. We are told by 
the Persian Sheref ed-Din (Histoire de Timurbec, trans. Petit de 
la Croix, Vol. IV [Paris, 1722], 37-39)—in terms construed by 
Heyd, p. 267, to suggest a previous offer—that Timur called upon 
John (and the Genoese) after his victory to make good on their 
promise of tribute: cf. Alexandrescu-Dersca, 86-87;:see also 


Délger, Regesten, no. 3199, p. 74, on an embassy of September 2, 


1402, sent by John and the Genoese in such a connection. That 
John was at least ordered by Timur to recognize Tartar suzerainty, 
and that John did so, is recorded by one other European source, 
according to Grousset, L’Empire des steppes, 582. Moreover, 
Chalcocondyles, ed. Darkéd, I, 148, ed. Bonn, 160, claims that after 
the battle Timur demanded that the Byzantine Emperor supply 
him with ships for a crossing to Europe. Apparent support for this 
statement might be found in a letter written by Giovanni Cor- 
naro, a Venetian commander on Crete, dated September 4, 1402 
(p. 127 of the text, reproduced from Sanuto, 795, by Alexandrescu- 
Dersca: cf. above, p. 219, n. 27), stating that Timur had demanded 
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XIX. Manuel's Supposed Visit to the Pope 


- (To Chapter IV, note 37, and note 31; also Chapter III, note 89) 


In his constricted account of Manuel’s journey, Ducas (ed. 
Grecu, 85, ed. Bonn, 56) mentions both Florence and Ferrara 
among other cities which Manuel visited, but in no order or rela- 
tion to the Emperor's actual route as we know it. We can be 
reasonably certain that Manuel did not visit Florence on his first 
traversal of Italy. Therefore, if Ducas’ information is at all correct, 
a stop in Florence would have occurred only on the return trip. 

As for the supposed visit to the Pope, the Livre des faits, I, 
xxxy, p. 608, relates that Manuel “was before the Holy Father, 
who granted indulgences [qui donna grand pardon] to whomever 
would make contributions to him [a quiconque luy feroit bien].” 
This passage appears after the account of Manuel's actual visit 
to the French King, but on the other hand it precedes a refer- 
ence to his visit to England; hence, the location of the statement 
in the text is probably of little value in itself, since Manuel could 
have made no visit to either Pope between his residences in Paris 
and London. Then, too, the reference to the grant of indulgences 
might perhaps relate the visit to the granting of the Papal bull 
of May 27, 1400, by Boniface IX (see above, p. 172). 

At any rate, these source statements seem to indicate strongly 
that Manuel did visit a Pope personally. In view of Benedict 
XIII’s indisposition in Avignon, the Pope whom Manuel saw was 
likely to have been Boniface IX. Certainly the consensus of schol- 
arly opinion seems to be that Manuel did meet this Pope, and 
that in such case the interview probably took place in Florence, at 
this later stage of Manuel’s journey. On the visit to the Pope, see 
Halecki, “Rome et Byzance au temps du grand Schisme d’Occi- 
dent,” 514. And on the entire question of Manuel’s route and this 
visit in general, see Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 292-294 

(72-74); also Berger de Xivrey, 116-119; Schlumberger, “Un 
Empereur de Byzance & Paris et Londres,” 187-139 (47-48). 

In connection with this supposed meeting with the Pope, we 
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should note a tale which appears. in the late sixteenth-century 
Historia politica et patriarchica Constantinopoleos, 4: 


... And this Basileus [Manuel], taking ship and departing to Italy, 


anu seeking many things, the Pope and the other rulers indeed promised 
to give him aid, but they did not give it, as the outcome revealed; giving 
as their excuse that the Basileus on one of the feasts would not accede 
to doing obeisance to the maniple on the right arm of the suffragan, 
adorned on the upper part with a woven image of Christ. Wherefore 
the Pope, taking this opportunity, wrote to all the Italians: “To the 
Basileus of the Romans, who has not acceded to do obeisance to the 
image of Christ, whoever will give aid will be excommunicated.” And 
hearkening to such things, he who had been nourished in such great 
hopes withdrew from there and rushed to Venice, having accomplished 
nothing of the things for the sake of which this most Christian Basileus 
had gone and which he had sought. 


(The related “Ex. yoov., 2, differing from this text only in some 
details of wording, gives a few further details, however, such as 
the Emperor’s basic objection to kissing the hand of a Latin 
ecclesiastic; but the fundamental story is the same between these 
two texts. This same latter text is carried over also into the history 
of the Pseudo-Dorotheos of Monemvasia [ed. of Venice, 1750], 
404-405. ) 

This curious tale is recounted and emphatically rejected as a 
fabrication by Berger de Xivrey, 117-119 (quoted by Schlum- 
berger, “Un Empereur,” 138-139 [47-48] ), and is also discussed 
by Vasiliev, “PuteSestvie Manuila,” 294 (74), who both take note 
of the misinterpretation of this passage by Edward Gibbon. See 
also Halecki, “Rome et Byzance,” 517-518. But, as spurious as the 
bulk of this story doubtless is, it nonetheless may add some small 
support to the assumption that Manuel did indeed visit the Pope 
—and at this phase of his journey, that is, on his way home. 

As this book goes to press, the indefatigable Father Dennis has 
kindly supplied me with the typescript draft of a forthcoming 
article of his, entitled “Two Unknown Documents of Manuel II 
Palaeologus,” scheduled to appear in the Travaux et Mémoires, 
3 (1968). In this piece, Father Dennis offers the full Latin and 
Greek texts of two documents issued by Manuel during his stay in 
Paris, with extensive commentary. One of these two is particu- 
larly relevant here, since it is a letter to Pope Boniface IX, dated 
July 5, 1401, accompanying the gift of a relic to the Pontiff. Father 
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from the ends of the earth’ against you. And now [I find that my 
labors have been cheated! 


This first. work (ed. Migne, Patr. gr., 156, 280C-281A; ed. 
Legrand, pp. 103-104 of his edition of Manuel’s correspondence, 
fully translated here; partial French translation by Berger de 
-Xivrey, 128, partially reproduced by Schlumberger, “Un Empe- 
réur de Byzance a Paris et Londres,” 144 [52-53] ) is one of the 
two in which Manuel marked the downfall of his old enemy Baya- 
zid. As can be seen, it is cast in the form of an address to Bayazid 
spoken hypothetically by his conqueror, Timur, composed in a 
kind of exercise in style and character portrayal known as 
#onotia. One can well imagine that Manuel felt impelled to cele- 
brate in some way the event that brought him such relief. We 
have little indication of much genuine spitefulness in Manuel's 
character, but a sudden appearance of it in this case hardly merits 
surprise or apologies. What is interesting is that this little mono- 
logue seems by implication to heap cultivated scorn not only on 
the vanquished but on the victor as well. Manuel's little essay is 
_ not the only one of its kind, however, for we have another, later 
_ (late sixteenth-century) specimen of exactly the same thing, by 
one Manuel Moros, a Cretan: this has been published by M. Treu, 
“Eine Ansprach Tamerlans,” Byz. Zeitschr., 19 (1910), 15-28, 
and is entitled Anunyoota tot Ileqoav ens Teuton, text on 
pp. 15-20. 

Having unburdened himself of this reaction, Manuel also 
penned another work on the subject of Bayazid’s downfall, but 
in quite a different style. This is an even shorter little effort, which 
is the pious Emperor’s hymn of thanksgiving to God. 


In the form of a Psalm about the Saracen Thunderbolt, when 
God looked upon His people and, through his enemies, slew 
him who was a beast in every way. 


Highest is the Lord in authority; our God forever and ever; and 
ere His powers were put forth upon all the earth He Himself.was 
and will remain. Now did brutish men join together; for I saw 
His thunderbolt kindled against the native vanity of him who 
His wonders worked upon them, and their darts weakened, and 
mocked at the forebearance of God’s goodness and at the gener- 
osity of His providence. God restrained His wrath, yet he despised 
Him. While he blasphemed, He was long-suffering; and the infidel 
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held his head high; he dreamed of the world, and would not allow 
the Lord of Heaven to rule it. But, in the boasting of his power, 
and in his trust in great numbers to abuse the flock of God, the - 
confluence of evils came upon him, and he has ‘paid: a at once for 
all his wrongdoings from the beginning. Know then, all the earth, 
and let not a son of earth be exalted in himself. For to God's spirit 
everything yields, and, after holding back for a long time, on a 
sudden He exacts a reckoning. But he that hopeth on Him, let him 
not fear evil: for those abiding patiently He saves, even if He may 
exact from them a sacrifice of contrition and requite them for it; 
because He is as a sea of worthiness. Let His people give Him 
glory, and let those who trust in Him be filled with good hopes. 


As the title implies, this work (ed. Migne, ibid., 281A—C; ed. 
Legrand, ibid., 104; fully translated) is cast in the style of a Bibli- 
cal Psalm. It is worth analyzing stylistically, for it shows how 
freely a Palaeologan writer such as Manuel could handle his 
models. This is especially interesting, since the practice of para- 
phrasing or parodying Psalms is a rather uncommon one in Byzan- 
tine literature. 

In actual fact, the language of the Psalms is drawn upon only 
broadly here. It is true that there are cases in this text where 
Manuel uses expressions and turns of phrase in ways almost iden- 
tical with obvious prototypes in the Psalms. Thus, compare 
Manuel’s phrase “oi nexovBdtes cic attév” (line 24 in Legrand’s 
edition) with “ot nenovddtes ext xbguov,” (Psalm exxiv [25], verse 

1). Likewise, compare Manuel's “ddtw 86€av 6 dads adrov” (1. 23) 
with the two Psalm expressions “Séte S6Eav tH Je” (Ixvii [68], 
34), and “sidocav aes ot Aaot thy ddEav adtot” (xevi [97], 6). 
There is also the obvious similarity between Manuel’s line 
6 Beds Tay sic aitiva aidvoc’” (Il. 4-5) and the Psalmist’s 
"6 8& Beds Paotkets hud 290 aidvoc” (Ixxiii [74], 12), especially in 
view of the use of the very common words “sis aidva aivos” 
(xxxvi [37], 29; etc.). And, working down to a simple usage of 
individual words, there is no small echo in the whole of Manuel's 
opening, through the words “... fv 6 adtds xai pevei” (1. 6), of 
the Psalmist’s line ‘6 xbguoc cig tov aidva péver”’ (ix [9], 7). 

Indeed, Manuel is less likely to transpose into simiiar contexts 
entire phrases or expressions from the Psalms than he is simply to 
use words or turns of phrasing themselves employed in the Psalms, 


met? 


but in different ways. Thus, compare his “yvatw 81 xaoa 4 yi 
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trayed as a living captive—whereas the second one seems to make 
it clear that Bayazid was dead when it was written. Whatever 
interval of time may separate them, however, they cannot but be 
regarded as a pair, complementary demonstrations of Manuel’s 
' double reaction to Bayazid’s fall and of his exacting the only kind 
_of revenge he was in a position to enjoy—a literary one. 








XXL The Date of Manuel’s Letter ve’ 


(To Chapter IV, note 119; also to Chapter VII, notes 66 and 76) 


This letter to Manuel Chrysoloras follows in the manuscript 
order a very brief note to the Patriarch Euthymios, Letter ve’, 
concerning a literary work, in the writing of which Euthymios 
and Manuel had coilaborated. Presumably this writing was a 
commentary on an exchange between Demetrius Chrysoloras and 
Antonio d’Ascoli, the full sequence of which survives in two 
manuscripts today, the Cryptensis gr. 161 and the Vaticanus gr. 
1879: see above, p. 433, n. 66, and p. 438, n. 76. The latter of the 
two manuscripts also preserves this Letter ve’ by Manuel and 
Euthymios’ reply (ff. 328’-329"): on the collaboration and this 
exchange of letters in general, see Mercati, Notizie (Studi e Testi, 
56), p. 517, n. 1. 

Now there are interesting chronological problems regarding 
this Letter ve’ itself. In the Parisinus gr. 8041 the letter is headed 
“TO xaterdexn xved Eibupio.” But recently, at the end of his arti- 
cle “Ecrits de Macaire Macrés et de Manuel Paléologue,” p.:193 
and n. 2, Loenertz has pointed out that, when this letter appears 
in the Vaticanus gr. 1879, it is addressed simply "T@ xonG@ xve@ 
Evtupio.” Loenertz contends that this latter address is the true one, 
and that the letter was therefore actually written before Euthymios 
became Patriarch in the autumn of 1410 (on October 26, 1410, 
according to the latest interpretation of the date, by V. Laurent, 
“Les Dates du Patriarcat d’Euthyme II de Constantinople,” Byz. 
Zeitschr., 54 [1962], 329-332). 

To reject the testimony of the Parisinus gr. 3041, prepared 
under Manuel’s personal supervision, in favor of that of another 
manuscript might seem rather drastic. But there is some reason 
for it if one considers the evidence. Loenertz points out, for 
instance, that the tone of Euthymios’ reply is not what a Patri- 
arch might write, but is rather that of a humble subject in relation 
to his Emperor. Further, if one examines the Emperor's four letters 
to Euthymios in the Parisinus gr. 3041 as a group, some interest- 
ing possibilities arise. The first two of these letters, 1# and vy’, 
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the ruler’s situation as being,.if not fully settled, at least much 
calmer than previously. No candidate for this identification is 
acceptable unless he fits this description. 

oe Among the Western rulers from whom Manuel might be seek- 


a -ing important aid at this time, there seem to be only a few really 


likely possibilities. One of them may be ruled out immediately: 
‘Charles VI of France was by this time hopelessly insane, and his 
realm was torn by civil strife. Although the various Spanish rulers 
might seem relatively minor powers, a case could be made in the 
abstract for the King of Aragon. But Martin I died in 1410, and 
neither he nor his successor, Ferdinand I (with whom Manuel 
seems to have had no active relations for several years), would 
appear to ft Manuel's description. 

There are only two real possibilities. One is Sigismund, by now 
the Holy Roman Emperor. He certainly would seem to fit best 
Manuel’s reference to the ruler “whose duty requires him both to 
be concerned about and also to provide for all needs.” If one were 
to translate tdEic as “rank” rather than as “duty,” one might almost 
construe it as a reference to the title of Holy Roman Emperor. 
The prestige of his rank would also justify the importance and 

"impact that aid from him would have in the eyes of the Turks. 
And, of course, Sigismund had long been, and was still to be, 
looked to by the Byzantines as a champion and potential leader 
of Western relief. Yet, one should never let the extravagance of 
Manuel's expressions be the sole basis for conclusions; in point of 
fact, there are obstacles to the acceptance of Sigismund as the 
ruler in question. Manuel says that the ruler does not even make 
promises, much less give those he will not keep: but Sigismund 
was always making promises, whether he could keep them or not, 
and he would not have let his own distractions curb his passion 
for great projects in the future. Moreover, Sigismund probably 
would not really fit Manuel’s characterization of the ruler’s situa- 
tion, for his troubles never appeared calmer than they had been 
previously. Preoccupied by the problems of the Hussites and. the 
Great Schism, as well as by various other affairs of his diverse 
realms and activities, Sigismund would not seem the most likely 
prospect for inspiring either Manuel’s description or his immedi- 
ate expectations. Further, though Chrysoloras did have dealings 
with this ruler during the second phase of his mission, we do not 
know that he was in any contact with Sigismund in the first, that 
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is, by 1411. In terms of itinerary as we know it, Chrysoloras never 
visited Sigismund personally before 1414. (Be it noted here that 
Délger, Regesten, no. 3329, p. 98, seems to be mistaken in imply- 
ing that Chrysoloras was sent by Manuel to Sigismund by or before 
the spring of 1411. His evidence is the letter, dated May/June 
1411, of Sigismund to Manuel, edited by Finke in Acta Concilii. 
Constanciensis, I, no. 111, pp. 391-394, in which allusion is made 
to Chrysoloras. In point of fact, this allusion only seems to prove 
Chrysoloras’ presence in Rome, not his appearance before Sigis- 
mund. For Sigismund speaks of some proposals of his concerning 
Church union that he has sent to Pope John XXIII, “with which 
articles, and the response thereupon of the Pope,” adds Sigismund, 
“Your Majesty can become acquainted through your agent 
Manuel [Chrysoloras] then in attendance there....” (“de quibus 
articulis et responsione papali superinde vestre magnitudini 
potuit innotescere per Manuelem nuncium veéestrum tunc ibi pre- 
sentem....”: ed. Finke, p. 393, ll. 6-8]. I therefore reject Délger’s 
entry as unwarranted and untenable, and I submit that there is 
no evidence for presuming that Chrysoloras visited Sigismund in 
or about 1411, or at any time before 1414; on the contrary, I 
continue to accept Camelli’s account of Chrysoloras as being in 
Italy at this time, in the train of Pope John XXIII, as already indi- 
cated above, p. 321.) 

The second possibility is Henry IV of England. Manuel’s key 
description of the ruler’s circumstances would fit him perfectly. 
By 1410 Henry’s position internally in England had settled some- 
what after the crushing of a number of grave revolts. And Henry 
seems to have been just the kind of crusty realist to refuse.even 
to make promises if he felt his situation did not allow them. 
Moreover, if we accept the possibility of irony in Manuel’s pomp- 
ous reference to him as “the lofty ruler” (“tov &xoov &exovta’’), 
we might well take this letter almost as a foil to Manuel’s earlier 
one, also to Manuel Chrysoloras (see above, pp. 178-180), con- 
taining such lavish and expectant praise of this very monarch. We 
have also seen previously (above, 213 ff., and pp. 189-190) that 
Manuel did register his recognition that this specific king would 
not fulfill his high-sounding promises, at least for the moment. 
What could be more natural, therefore, than that the Emperor 
should now warn his ambassador of this same ruler’s shiftiness? 
Manuel’s description of the ruler’s status and prestige which might 
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basie,” Rev. d. ét. byz., 17 (1959), 150-157. Therefore Zakythinos’ 
article should be used with caution on this point. (A further irony 
in this article is the fact that Zakythinos uses the Panegyric which 
Lampros had published as of anonymous authorship, apparently 
’ unaware that it is also by Isidore, that is, by Isidore of Kiev: cf. 
_ Mercati, Scritti d'Isidoro [Studi e Testi, 46], 6-7.) 

- . Manuel had entrusted to this Isidore the task of reading the 
eulogy, and in Isidore’s letter (text published by W. Regel, Ana- 
lecta Byzantino-Russica [Petrograd, 1891], 65-69; an extract pub- 
lished by Zakythinos, 47-48 [3-4] ), there is a description by the 
cleric for the Emperor’s benefit of the effect which, he says, the 
long work produced on the select audience assembled to hear it, 
an audience which included the young Despot, Theodore I], 
Manuel’s son and a nephew of the deceased. 

Exactly when this assembly took place is not very clear. Zaky- 
thinos, 50 (6), suggests that it may have been in 1409, on the 
second anniversary of Theodore’s death. And Mercati, in his dis- 
cussion of the dating of the letter in his “Lettere di un Isidor 
Arcivescovo di Monembasia e non di Kiew,” Bessarione, 20 (1916), 
200-207, had reached essentially the same conclusion—although, 
obviously, he had strong opinions about the identification of the 
two Isidores which Zakythinos has taken for granted. From cer- 
tain passages in the text of the eulogy itself, we might well con- 
clude that Manuel intended to present his eulogy himself during 
his visit, for which purpose he would have had to prolong his 
stay in the Morea then on into 1409. But presumably he then had 
to entrust the reading of it to Isidore because this visit was cut 
short when the Emperor was required to leave the Morea before 
the appointed time, before the end of 1408, as a result of John 
VII’s death and then the growing crisis in the Turkish wars of 
succession. (If these suppositions are correct, they may enable 
us to suggest that the date of Theodore I’s death was at the begin- 
ning of the year in 1407; but on the problem of dating Theodore’s 
death, see above, p. 272, n. 126.) 

At any rate, even though unable to deliver his monster eulogy 
in person—if its original text was essentially the same as the one 
that comes down to us in “published” form, few would have been 
able to understand its highly artificial and obscure literary style, 
much less to keep awake through its inordinate length!—Manuel 
thought highly enough of the work to attempt to circulate it. He 
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sent a copy of it to Manuel Chrysoloras, then in Western Europe, 
accompanying it with a letter (vt’) in which he expressed further 
his great grief over the loss of his brother: Zakythinos reproduces 
a portion of this letter and arbitrarily dates it January 1410. I can 
see no basis for such a dating; on the contrary, especially in the 
light of dating the letter which precedes it in the manuscript (see — 
Appendix XXT), this letter to Chrysoloras probably could not have 
been written much before 1411. Later, Manuel sent a copy of his 
Oration to Chrysoloras’ pupil, the Italian humanist Guarino, 
together with his Letter &8’, in which he asked Guarino to trans- 
late the work into Latin. Mercati, “Lettere,” 205, followed by 
eh 47 (3), dates this letter to Guarino about October 
of 1417. 
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(In the foregoing transcription, all but one of the paragraph 
divisions are my own. I have altered only poeeenany the original 
punctuation in the manuscript. ) 

Though the wording is distinctly different: it is perhaps not too 
farfetched to suspect that when Manuel penned the two next-to- 
the-last sentences (Il. 91-93) in the passage above he had in mind 
at least the basic idea of a passage in Plato’s Epistle VII, 341C-D: 
GAN &x MOAAMc ovvovolas yryvopévng mEQl TO MOGYUa avTO xal tot 
outhv gEaipvys, otov dd mugdcg mydyjcavtos eEamtév pac, Ev tH Woy] 
yevouevov adtd éavtd dyn toeéper.” More tangible, however, is the 
apparent, or at least the plausible, derivation of a germinal 
idea for Manuel’s elaborate pun in ll. 40-41 from a passage in 
the Batrachomyomachia, attributed to Homer, its ll. 149-150: 
Lob 88 xdxtotou/viv us péuqovtar tov dvattiov.. ..” 


XXIV. Notes on the Illustrations 


A. PortTrAITs AND MEMENTOS OF MANUEL 


I. Authentic Portraits 


l. (Figure 29) Emperors of the Palaeologan House (Biblioteca 
Estense, Modena, Cod. @.8.5.5 [= Gr. 122], f. 294”). This is one 
of a series of groups of Imperial portraits to be found in a fifteenth- 
century manuscript of the earlier historian Zonaras. Each ruler’s 
name is indicated in key letters placed within his nimbus, and 
then fuller descriptions are placed over each head. These run as 
follows: Top row, from left to right: “Andronicus [III, 1328- 
1341] the son of Michael [IX, 1295-1320]”; “John [VI] Canta- 
cuzenus [1347-1355]”; “John [V, 1341-1391], the son of Andro- 
nicus [III].” Middle row: “Andronicus [IV, 1376-1379], his 
[John V’s] son”; “John [VII, 1390, 1399-1408], his [Andronicus 
IV’s son”; “Manuel [II, 1391-1425], his [John VII's] uncle.” 
Bottom row: “John [ VIII, 1425-1448], the son of Manuel”; “Con- 
stantine [XI, 1448-1453], his brother”; and finally, as a symbolic 
filler of the pattern, a stylized portrait (note the different and 
earlier type of crown) of the first Byzantine Emperor, as it were: 
“St. Constantine [I, “The Great,’ 324-337].” At the bottom is an 
inscription that obviously belongs to this last inserted portrait, 
reading “Celebrated among the saints, and great Basileus, ‘Con- 
stantine Chlorus.” (The latter name is apparently taken over in 
confusion from Constantine The Great’s father, Constantius 
Chlorus, 293-306.) These portraits are, of course, highly stereo- 
typed and need not be taken too literally. But the artist has made 
some correct attempts at individual characterization: for exam- 
ple, John VIII's hooked nose. But for the almost unique forked 
beard (also suggested in the sketch noted next), this representa- 
tion of Manuel is by no means incompatible with more reliable 
portraits of him. The portrayal here of John VII is the only one 
I know to exist; that of John V one of the only two. The left edge 
of this page had been trimmed off at an early time, leaving the 
page under it partially visible and prompting a later hand to 
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iconographic details, see Heisenberg, Aus der Geschichte und 
Literatur der Palaiologenzeit, pp. 26 ff.) 


__ To'the foregoing list of portraits two more should perhaps be 
"added. The first is a small sketch supposedly showing Manuel, 
_ drawn by a Cretan artist of the late sixteenth century in a manu- 
‘script now in the Biblioteca Marciana in Venice, Cod. Cl. VU, 
22, £. 78. This crude little sketch is so obviously stereotyped and 
fanciful that it can hardly be regarded as a real portrait of the 
Emperor's actual appearance. Those interested may find it repro- 
duced in Lampros, Aeixwpa, pl. 86 (b). The second portrait is, or 
rather was, in a fresco in the Church of the Saints Theodore in 
Mistra. It shows the Emperor kneeling in supplication before the 
Madonna and Child; unfortunately, however, the face is com- 
pletely destroyed and the Emperor can be identified only from 
the inscription over his figure. A sketch of this damaged portrait 
is in G. Millet’s Monuments de Mistra (Paris, 1910), pl. 91 (3); 
ef. A. Grabar, L’Empereur dans Tart byzantin (Paris, 1936), p. 
101, un. 3. 





II. Presumed Portraits 
(Artistic Reflections of Manuel's Journey to the West) 


l,a. (Figures 13 & 14) Gold Medallion of Constantine the 
Great [Manuel?] (Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, Cabinet des 
Médailles). 

1, b. (Figures 15 & 16) Gold Medallion of Heraclius [Manuel?] 
(Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, Cabinet des Médailles). 

The obverse of the first of these medallions purports to repre- 
sent Constantine the Great proudly mounted on horseback. The 
obverse of the second bears a portrait supposedly of the Emperor 
Heraclius (610-641), while the reverse bears a representation of 
that Emperor’s triumphant entry irto Constantinople with the 
recovered True Cross after his victory over the Persians. Several 
specimens of these celebrated pieces—which seem to have existed 
in both gold and silver—survive: those shown here are the gold 
medallions which belonged to the Duc de Berry, who bought the 
Constantine piece in 1402 and owned the other by the time of his 
death in 1416, according to the descriptions of them in the inven- 
tory of his possessions. They have been studied and reproduced 
many times, most notably by J. Guiffrey, “Médailles de Constantin 
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et d’Héraclius acquises par Jean, Dic de Berry en 1402,” Revue 
numismatique, III, 8 (1890), 87-116, and plates IV—V. The most 
recent summary of the various debates and theories about them 
may be found in pp. 129-132 of R. Weiss’ article, “The Medieval 
Medallions of Constantine and Heraclius,” Numismatic Chronicle, 


VIL, 3 (1963), 129-144 (with plates XI-XV); see also Marinesco, 


“Deux Empereurs byzantins en Occident,” Compts-rendus de 
l Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, 1957, 24-26. Space 
forbids a full transcription of the respective inscriptions, which 
involve some difficulties of reading and of meaning or symbolism, 
especially in the case of the Heraclius medallion: see Guiffrey, 
103-106; also G. F. Hill, “Notes on the Mediaeval Medals of Con- 
stantine and Heraclius,” Numismatic Chronicle, IV, 10 (1910), 
110-116; and Weiss, 138-140 (attempting to relate some of them 
to Byzantine formulae of Manuel’s epoch). Disputes as to origin 
aside, our concern with these two pieces here is the result of 
provocative associations first suggested by Marinesco, ibid., 26—- 
27. He calls attention to the general period in which they must 
have been struck, about the turn of the fifteenth century; and he 
notes also certain similarities in them to the designs of the seals 
on Byzantine Imperial bulls, such as the one which Manuel sent 
out while he was residing in Paris at precisely the time these 
medallions were created. Thus, he suggests, “in drawing inspira- 
tion from the bulls, perhaps, an artist, unknown at the moment, 
had been able to produce, precisely during the residence of the 
Greek sovereign in Paris, the two ‘gems’ [joyaux, in the termi- 
nology of the Duc de Berry’s inventory], the one representing 
Constantine, the founder of the Byzantine Empire, and the other 
Heraclius, the Emperor who recovered the Cross from Chosroés.” 
Since the portrait of Heraclius in particular bears such a resem- 
blance to the Byzantine portrayals of Manuel, at least this superb 
medal may well have been made by “an artist, very probably 
Flemish,” who “had been able to see the Emperor.” More recently, 
and apparently independently—since he seems unaware of Mari- 
nesco’s article, or at least does not take note of it—Weiss has 
argued to much the same point. While acknowledging in his turn 
the possibilities of Manuel having been personally the model for 
these imperial images, Weiss, ibid., 140-141, concentrates his 
attention on the parallelism of some of the medallion inscriptions 
to the Byzantine Imperial style in Manuel’s time. He concludes 
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Chroniques de France, Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, Ms. fr. 
6465, £. 444”); 

3, b.. (Figure 8) The Meeting of Emperor Charles IV [Manuel 
P] by King Charles V before the Walls of Paris (ibid., f. 446"): 
3c. (Figure 9) The Arrival of Emperor Charles IV [Manuel 
P] at Saint-Denys (ibid., f. 444°). 

‘The third category of artistic reflections of Manuel’s visit to 
France to which Marinesco has called attention is the group of 
representations purportedly of a visit made to France by Emperor 
Charles IV of Luxemburg in 1877, during the reign of King 
Charles V. The three miniatures reproduced here are from a 
sequence of eight bearing on this visit (in six of which the 
Emperor himself appears ) in a manuscript of a chronicle of French 
Kings. These illuminations are ascribed without dispute to the 
great Jean (or Jehan) Foucquet (ca. 1415-ca. 1480), and all eight 
of them have been published by H. O[mont], Grandes Chro- 
niques de France enluminées par Jean Foucquet (Paris, 1906), pls. 
42-49 (those reproduced here being 45, 48, and 44, respectively); 
cf. also Durrieu, Les Antiquités judaiques et le peintre Jean 
Foucquet (Paris, 1908), pp. 97-98, and pl. XXIa (The Arrival at 
Saint-Denys ). In all of these miniatures the Emperor Charles is 
accompanied by his son, the King of the Romans (Wenceslas), 
who either rides beside or behind his father, or, in the case of the 
Arrival at Saint-Denys, rides behind the horse-borne litter in 
which his father is conveyed. 

Ignoring the inclusion of Wenceslas, however, Marinesco (“Deux 
Empereurs byzantins en Occident,” 28-30) insists that the repre- 
sentation of Charles IV in these splendid miniatures by Foucquet,; 
or at least in the one of the Arrival at Saint-Denys, “has nothing 
to do with the German Emperor.” Marinesco suggests rather that 
these miniatures actually are, to one degree or another, portraits 
of Manuel II during the celebrated 1400-1402 visit. He concedes 
that this visit occurred years before Foucquet’s birth. But, follow- 
ing the conclusions of Klaus Perls, Marinesco points out that 
Foucquet could very well have possessed sketches and models 
based on Manuel’s appearance transmitted indirectly from the 
artist Jacques Coene, who was in the service of the Marshal 
Boucicaut. | 

Foucquet demonstrably had other links with prototypes of 
Manuel. Durrieu has wisely drawn attention’ (Les Antiquités, pp. 
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112-113 and pl. XXIII) to the incontestable influence’ of the 
reverse of the Heraclius medallion discussed above—for which 


Manuel was presumably the model—which shows the Emperor's — 


triumphal restoration of the True Cross; this influence can be 
traced, through another Book of Hours of the Duc de Berry, to 
a representation of King “Salmanazar” in Foucquet’s miniatures 
for the manuscript of Joseph (Bibl. Nat. Ms. fr. 247, f. 174). 
Moreover, one may compare Foucquet’s miniatures in this Charles 
IV set to the corresponding sequence, often quite similar in 
themes, but vastly different in style and quality, in a similar 
French chronicle of the fourteenth century, quite close to King 
Charles V’s reign: Bibl. Nat. Ms. fr. 2818, ff. 467-479, published 
by R. Delachenal, Les Grandes Chroniques de France: Chronique 
des régnes de Jean II et de Charles IV, Vol. IV (Paris, 1920), 
pp. 30-39, pls. 31-48. Such a comparison not only demonstrates 
Foucquet’s vast artistic superiority and the great maturing of 
style over the crude and stereotyped paintings of a century before, 
but also shows the distinct differences between the appearances 
of the Emperor Charles IV in the respective portrayals. Foucquet’s 
representations of the Emperor really look as if they could be of 
Manuel himself. 

There are other features to be seen in the three specific minia- 
tures reproduced here to add further credibility to Marinesco’s 
hypothesis. We know that Manuel made at least one documented 
visit to Saint-Denys (and certainly many others), that this par- 
ticular visit was very widely marked (see above, p. 181), and 
that Manuel cherished a certain affection for the Abbey (see 
above, pp. 263-264). Thus, there could have been some association 
of Manuel with the place in the popular and artistic recollection 
even in Foucquet’s time. Note also that in the Receptiori by the 
Officials of Paris (a), tle Emperor is mounted on a white horse 
(as is his son), as Manuel was in 1400. In accordance with the 
facts of Charles IV’s visit (rather than of Manuel's), the Emper- 
or’s mount is no longer white for the actual Meeting by the King 
(b). But then, an artist as alert as Foucquet could be expected 
to observe details carefully. On the other hand, is it possible that 
the figure representing the King of the Romans in the Recep- 
tion (a) might actually be an adaptation of the figure of King 
Charles VI, and that this Reception miniature might preserve 
some suggestions of the meeting of Manuel at Charenton? 
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his loros draped over his left arm-and with an orb in his left hand, 
on the obverse; on the reverse is a stylized view of the walls of 
Constantinople, with six sets of towers, surrounding the city’s 
Protectress, the Virgin Mary. The other is a bronze (Wroth, 
p. 639; Goodacre, p. 349, no. 10) which is interpreted as showing 
Manuel, in bust, on the obverse, and John VII with Manuel's 
Empress Helena, both crowned and nimbate, with a Cross between 
them (see above, pp. 238-239, n. 70). But be it noted that there 
is some likelihood that the figure with Helena actually represents 
their son, John VIII: cf. Grabar, L’Empereur, 56-57. 





3. (Figure 18) Manuel’s Formal Signature: The Byzantine 
Treaty with Venice of May 22, 1406 (Archivio di Stato, Venezia, 
Miscellanea, atti, diplomi e privilegi, 928). Manuel's large and 
handsome signature on the final treaty (see above, pp. 260-261 ) 
is simply a writing out of the full Imperial formula:t Mavouna év 
X[euot ]G tH S[e]H mordg Baorreds ual attoxedtwo ‘Pwovatwv 6 Ia- 
havoddyos TA reproduction of this signature was also published by 
Dolger, Facsimiles byzantinischer Kaiserurkunden (Munich, 1981), 
no. 14, p. VIL, with commentary, pp. 19-21. 


4, (Figure 34) Manuel's Proofreading: Two Pages of the Dia- 
logue Ie yauov Corrected and Then Crossed Out by-His Own 
Hand (Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, Cod. gr. 8041, ff. 102” and 
103"). These two folios, open as one would see them in the manu- 
script, show the extensive insertions and emendations which 
Manuel first lavished on this particular text in the manuscript of 
his works. But then, dissatisfied with these changes, he struck 
out whole sections with rough strokes and at last ruthlessly 
crossed out the entire work in the codex by drawing at least one 
vertical line through each page (see above, pp. 426 ff.) The left- 
hand page (f. 102"), incidentally, includes (from the middle to 
the bottom of the page) the passage from this work which Loe- 
nertz published in the Rev. d. ét. byz., 15 (1957), pp. 183-184, 
and which is translated above, p. 111. . 


B. Prorie ASSOCIATED WITH MANUEL. 


1. (Figure 2) John Cantacuzenus, Portrayed as the Emperor 
John VI and as the Monk Ioasaph (Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris, 
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Cod. gr. 1242, f. 123). This celebrated miniature appears at the 
end of a manuscript of polemical writings of Cantacuzenus/ 


loasaph, a manuscript apparently in the hand of the Iniperial ~ 


monk himself, dating from the early 1370’s, that is, about a decade 
before his death (1383). At the top is a stylized group of three 


angels, symbolizing the Trinity. At the left John appears in the 


full Imperial regalia: crown, cross-topped sceptre, loros, mappa, 
and bejeweled gown; and he stands on the pillow embroidered 
with golden double-headed eagles. The inscription on both sides 
of his head is the usual Imperial formula cited frequently here 
already, adding the Emperor’s family names, pretentiously aug- 
mented as “Palaeologus, Angelus, Cantacuzenus.” At the right, 
the former Emperor stands in his monastic garb as the monk 
Ioasaph. His right hand is raised in benediction, and in his left 
hand, as a symbolic substitute as well as a compositional parallel 
of the mappa, perhaps, is a partly unrolled scroll bearing the 
inscription Méyas [éotw] 6 O[ed]c¢ tHv Xootiavdv. A color repro- 
duction of this miniature may be found in Lampros, Aetxwpa, pl. 81. 


2,a. (Figure 6) Jean II le Meingre, Maréchal de Boucicaut, with 
His Wife, Antoinette de Turenne, Venerating the Madonna and 
Child (Heures du Maréchal de Boucicaut, Musée Jacquemart- 
André, Paris, Dedication Page, f. 26”). 

2,b. (Figure 17) Jean II le Meingre, Maréchal de Boucicaut, 
Alone, Venerating St. Catherine (ibid., f. 38”). 

In addition to his active life as a soldier, captive of Nicopolis, 
comrade in arms of Manuel II, energetic Governor of Gerioa, Gov- 
ernor (after 1410) of Guyenne and Languedoc, and finally captive 
at Agincourt, the Marshal Boucicaut also had the good taste to 
commission the splendid Book of Hours which bears his name 
from an artist who in turn is known only as the anonymous painter 
of this manuscript. From it come these two portraits, one of them 
with his lovely wife. They have both been published previously 
by E. Panovsky, Early Netherlandish Painting (Cambridge, Mass., 
1953), pl. 30, figs. 64 and 65. On this manuscript see also Panov- 
sky’s text, pp. 54-56, including the following description of it, 
which merits quotation: 

. It seems... that its execution extended over a number of years, 


which would not be surprising in view of the hectic life of the noble 
couple who had little time and presumably small inclination to press 
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Turkish alterations. For more on this structure, see Appendix III 
above. 


Ose. "(Figure 3) A View of the Land Walls of Thessalonica, 
from the Outside. . 

2,b. (Figure 1) The Citadel of the Thessalonian Fortifications, 
from the East. 

These two views may give some suggestion of the ramparts 
behind which Manuel directed the defenses of Thessalonica, espe- 
cially in the trying siege of 1383-87. The sea walls have all but 
disappeared, but the land walls still survive extensively. Particu- 
larly interesting is the Citadel, or Heptapyrgion (“Seven Towers,” 
or “Yedi Koulé” in Turkish, a parallel to the fortress of the same 
names in Constantinople by the Golden Gate), the apex of the 
land fortifications, at the point where the eastern and western 
walls converge. On the fortifications of the city in general, see 


Tafrali, Topographie de Thessalonique (Paris, 1913), pp. 30 ff; . 


cf. p. 47 for a reference to a tower in the walls which seems to bear 
an inscription of Manuel himself; but cf. p. 45 for an identification 
of it to the earlier Manuel the Despot of Epirus. 


3. (Figure 4) Constantinople: The Golden Gate, from the 
Southwest (1949). This is the present aspect of the great tri- 
umphal entry portal in the old Theodosian Walls, scene of many 
proud and dramatic moments in Byzantine history, now supersti- 
tiously bricked up and incorporated in the Turkish fortress of 
Yedi Koulé. In this view, the palisade of the moat may be seen 
in the foreground, and behind it the remains of the Propylaeum 
in the Outer Wall. Beyond is the Main Gate itself, a triple portal 
flanked by the two massive bastions that project from the Inner 
Wall. The bastions were fortresses themselves, but there were 
additional fortifications behind them, an earlier Byzantine Hep- 
tapyrgion (“Seven Towers”), which was the antecedent of the 
present Yedi Koulé (“Seven Towers”). It was in this additional 
Byzantine fortress that Manuel and his father, John V, were twice 
besieged in the dynastic civil wars, in 1376 and 1390. And it was 
this same fortress which John V was callously ordered to destroy 
by the arrogant Bayazid: see Appendix VI. The later Turkish 
fortress, a tower of which can be seen in the background to the 
left in the photograph, was apparently a reconstruction and exten- 
sion of the earlier Byzantine structure. 
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4. (Figure 10) The Royal Abbey of Saint-Denys, Paris,’ West 
Facade. The magnificent and beautiful Abbey of Saint-Denys, or 
Saint Denis, dedicated to the national Saint of France and located 
in the Parisian suburb of the same name, was long the center of 
royal favor and artistic splendor before Manuel saw it in the 
early years of the fifteenth century. Its real origins may be cred- 
ited to the powerful and enlightened Abbot Suger, whose grandiose 
building plans in the twelfth century were extended and climaxed 
in the thirteenth. Its construction thus extended from the crucial 
beginnings of Gothic architecture through the heyday of the 
style, making it one of the most important monuments of Gothic 
art. Unfortunately, it has undergone some transformation since 
Manuel visited it. The interior is now filled with the elaborate 
tombs of subsequent French Kings. The West Facade in particu- 
lar has been heavily altered. The sequence of damage by lightning 
and misguided “restorations” in the nineteenth century brought 
about the loss of the North Tower. But some other disfigurements 
of the last century have been rectified, and the present condition 
of the building can still give us a good idea of what Manuel saw 
during his visit. On the building’s history, see S. McK. Crosby, 
L’abbaye royale de Saint-Denis (Paris, 1953), especially pp. 66- 
72, observing also this book’s splendid assemblage of illustrations. 
Also of particular importance is E. Panofsky’s Abbot Suger on the 
Abbey Church of St.-Denis and Its Art Treasures (Princeton, 


1946). 


5,a. (Figure 21) Mistra, the Palace of the Despots: General 
View from Above (1961). 

5,b. (Figure 22) Mistra, the Palace of the Despots: The Facade 
and the Forecourt (1961). 

5,c. (Figure 23) Mistra, the Palace of the Despots: The East 
Wall of the Throne Room (1961). 

These three photographs illustrate the residence of the Despots 
of the Morea in their remarkable hillside capital of Mistra. The 
main portion of the Palace (in the center of Figure 21 and in the 
background of Figure 22) is the original part. The other sections 
(to the right in Figures 21 and 22) were added later in the four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries. In the courtyard before the Palace 
(the center foreground of Figure 22) the then Despot Constan- 
tine was acclaimed as the last Byzantine Emperor, the Eleventh 
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8. (Figure 28) Constantinople, the Church of St. Savior Panto- 
krator, Exterior from the East (1961). 
The old Comnenian triple church where Manuel was buried 
still stands, ‘battered and neglected, and part of it is used as a 
mosque. The view here is from the rear of the building, showing 
_the apses of the church’s three sections. At least the dome of the 
North Church, at the upper right, is Turkish. The dome to the 
left of center in the photograph belongs to the Middle Church, 
where most of the tombs were placed and where Manuel was 
presumably laid to rest. But the exact site of his tomb within 
the church is not known. His bones were probably disturbed and 
scattered by his old enemies, the Turks, either when they finally 
entered his city in their triumph of 1453 or, more likely, when 
the church was “purified” to be converted into a mosque some 
time later. (Only recently, in 1961, some bones and stone frag- 
ments possibly from tombs were discovered, where they had 
been deposited in Turkish times, in some vaulting under the floor 
of the South Church, when work was done there by the Byzantine 
Institute.) The Middle Church has been completely cleared of 
all tombs and sarcophagi for some time, and, though the location 
of one unidentified tomb can be traced there presently, there is 
no way of knowing the actual number or placement of specific 
tombs within it. But the site must have been quite crowded with 
them, for it was a popular place of Imperial interment, not only 
in earlier times (here was buried, for instance, Manuel II's distant 
predecessor in name as well as time, Manuel I Comnenus), but 
also in the days of the Palaeologi. Many of Manuel’s immediate 
family lay with him here: first his older brother, Andronicus IV 
(see Appendix VII); then, subsequently, the first three of his 
sons; joining him in reverse order of age, Andronicus, Theodore, 
and John; and, finally, his wife and Empress, Helena, on the very 
eve of the final disaster. Cf. Van Millingen, Byzantine Churches 
in Constantinople, especially pp. 229-230 (not without a few 
inaccuracies, however). 
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Literary Works by Manuel Cited, 


Discussed, or Translated 


Note: This Index concerns only Manuel's literary works, in contradistinction to 
diplomatic ones bearing his name but doubtless not drafted directly by him; 
the latter are cited in appropriate places in the General Index. Dates establish- 
able for these writings are given in parentheses where possible. All citations in 


standard type indicate references to or 


discussions of the works in question; 


citations printed in italics, preceded by the word transl., indicate an English 
translation of a work, either complete or in part. Discussions of Manuel's style 
and intellectual interests are not indicated in this Index but in the General 
Index, under Palaeologus, Manuel II, Byzantine Emperor (1391-1425): Gun- 


ERAL TOPICS. 


Commentary on works by Demetrius 
Cydones and Antonio d’ Ascoli, 
435-436 n. 69, 438, 519 

Dialogue Which Was Held with 
a Certain Persian, the Worthy 
Mouterizes, in Angkyra of Galatia 
(Aiddoyos bv éxoujoato peta tI- 
voc Iléocov, thy d&iav Movte- 
gity, év ’Ayxted tig Tokatias: 
1391), xxiv, 97 and n. 17, 439 

Discourses: 

in Letter Form to Cabasilas. See 
under Letter-Discourses 

in Praise of St. John the Baptist, 
437 

of Counsel to the Thessalonians 
When They Were Besieged (Xvp- 
Bouleutinds 10d¢ tods Oecoahovi- 


uei¢: 1383), xxii, 53, 415, 431, 


434 


on the Condemnation of Paul of 


Samasota, 432 


on the Dormition, 193 n. 29, 437 . 


on Dreams. See Letter-Discourse 
to Andreas Asanes 

on Drunkenness, Adultery, and 
Suicide, 431 

on the Nativity, 437 

on the Procession of the Holy 
Spirit (= Anti-Latin Treatise: 


1402), xxviii, 192-193, 330, 434, 
437 
on St. Mary of Egypt, 437 
on the Seven Ecumenical Coun- 
cils, 432 
on Simplicity and Peace in One’s 
Wishes, 434 
Ethical Dialogue. See under Moral 
Dialogue 
Funeral Oration (Aéyog émitamros) 
for His Brother Theodore (1408?), 
xxx, xxxi, xxiii, xlix, 28 n. 65, 113- 
116, 118, 277, 401-402,-435 and 
n. 68, 525-527; transl. 39 n. 206, 
113-114, 114-116, 118, 136, n. 
21, 168-169, 268 
Homeric exercise, 431 
Kanon to the Virgin, 432, 436 and n. 
69, 438 
Letters, Collected: 
y’ (3: To Cydones, 1383?), xxii, 
416-417 n. 35 
8’ (4: To Cydones, 1383 ff.) , xxii 
’ (5: To Cydones, 1372), xxi, 14 
n. 36 
¢’ (6: To Cabasilas, 1383-87), 
xxii, xxiii, 60 n. 163 
t’ (7: To Cabasilas, 1383-87?), 
xxii, 60 n. 163 
x’ (8: To Cydones, 1385-86?), 
xxii, xxiii, 56 n. 155 
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General Index 


‘Note: All individuals bearing legitimate family names (ie. Palaeologus) are 
entered under these, rather than under their given names. This procedure does 
not apply to rulers of Western European dynasties. Citations printed in italics 
preceded by the word transl., indicate an English translation of a work, either 


complete or in part. 


Abyssinia, 506 

Acciajuoli, Donato, 121 n. 47, 452 

Acciajuoli, Nerio, Lord of Corinth and 
Duke of Athens (1388-1394), 54, 
121 n. 47, 452 

Acclamations, Byzantine, 453-455 

Achaia, Principality of, xxv, xxxii, 
xxxiii, 346 

Acropolites, George, 432 

‘Adam of Usk, quoted 181 n. 107; in 

' Rome (1404), 258 n. 101, 502 

Adrianapole, 289 n. 163, 352 n. 99, 
353, 359 n. 106; captured by Turks 
(1362), xix; battles near (1410), 
xxxi, 283-284; John VI Cantacuze- 
nus crowned in (1346), 444 

“Agarenes” (= Saracens), 355 n. 101. 
See also Turks 

Agincourt, Battle of (1415), 543 

Agnes, Saint, relics of, 408 n. 21 

Aigues-Mortes, 162 

Ainos, 464 

Akakios, monastic name of Despot An- 
dronicus Palaeologus, 374 n. 132 

Albanians, 91, 136 n. 121, 224; in the 
Peloponnesus, xxxv, 305 ff., 347 n. 
91 

Aleppo, xxvii 

Alexander V, (Pisan) Anti-Pope 
(1409-1410), 321 

Alexandretta, Boucicaut’s raid on, 
243 

Alexius Iagoup, Manuel’s Letter-Dis- 
course to, 32 n. 84, 410-414, 414 
n. 29, 431, 434, 528-530 

Alfonso V, King of Aragon (1416- 
1458), 334 
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Ali Pasha (son of Khairaddin), Turk- 
ish general and Grand Vizier, 116, 
117, 121, 123 

Aliazes, 366 n. 117 

Allatius, Leo, 193 n. 129, 437 n. 73 

Altoluogo, 223 n. 39. See Ephesus 

Amadeo VI, Count of Savoy (1343- 
1383) ; crusade of (1366), xx, 7-8; 
and church union negotiations, xx, 
8-9; and Treaty of Turin (1382), 
xxii, 40-41; Theodore Palaeologus’ 
letter to, 67-68 n. 186 

Amasia, 24.7 

Amastria, 148 

“Amiras” (Emir), 250 n. 83, 351 

Anadolu-Hissar, 142 n. 29, 549 

Anatolia, xxx, xxxiv, xxxv, 248, 249, 
252, 281, 282, 287, 288, 289 n. 
163, 354 n. 100, 359, 368 n. 119, 
369. See also Asia Minor 

Ancona, 10 n. 26 

Ancyra, xxiv, 97; Battle of (1402), 
xxviii, 199, 215 n. 18, 216, 226, 
240, 241 n. 72, 479, 480; its after- 
math, 216 ff., 222, 2925, 246 £f., 
254-255, 269-270, 280 n. 81, 289, 
381, 389, 390, 391, 405 n. 15, 409 
n. 28, 512 

Andros, 224, 226-227 n. 43, 336 

Anemas, Michael, 457 , 

Anemas, Tower (Prison) of: Androni- 
cus IV in, xxi, 24; John V and his 
sons in, xxii, 28, 33 n. 87, 412, 457, 
459; remains of, 25 n. 58, 457, 
545-546 

Angelos (“Angel”), Byzantine ambas- 
sador, 257 


General Index. 


Angelos, jailor, 33 n. 87 

Angelus, Alexius, Caesar of Thessaly, 
46 n. 127 

Angelus, Isaac II, Byzantine Emperor 
(1185-1195, 1203-1204), 545 

Angelus, Manuel, Despot of Epirus, 
546 

Anglo-Saxons, 502 

Angora. See Ancyra 

Anna of Moscow: betrothed to John 
VII (1411), xxxi, 345; married to 
John VIIL (1414), xxxiii, 153 n. 45, 
345, 350 n. 97; death of (1417), 
xxxiii, 345 n. 86, 347-348 

Anna of Savoy, 443 

Anthyros, 21 

Antiochos, 404, 405 n. 15 

Antonio da Massa, Papal legate to 
Constantinople (1422), xxxiv, 327- 
328, 366, 237-329, 367, 368 n. 
119; sent to Venice, 369; at Coun- 
cil of Siena, 328-329 

Antonios IV, Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople (1389-1390, 1391-1397), 
xxiii, xxvi, 74; his letters to the 
Grand Prince of Moscow, xxiv, 
transl. 106-110; his letter to Ja- 
giello, xxvi, 137 n. 22, quoted 150- 
151; his letter to Metropolitan Ky- 
prianos of Kiev, xxvi, transl. 151- 
153 

Aphorisms (Hippocrates), cited by 
Manuel, 306 

Aphthonius, cited by Manuel (?) and 
others, 309 n. 15 

Appanages, Byzantine, under the Pa- 
laeologi, 6 n. 11, 273, 391-392; of 
Thessalonica, 9, 43, 245, 273, 279, 
391, 392; of the Morea, 29, 40, 44, 
273, 391, 392; on the Marmora 
coast, 35 n. 92, 41, 52, 391, 392; 
on the Black Sea coast, 392 . 

Arabs, 177 

Aragon, Manuel’s diplomatic contacts 


with, xxvii, xxviii, 160, 165 n. 75, 


176, 183-184, 189, 205, 255-257, 
265, 300, 333-334 

Archipelago, Duchy of, 205 

Archons, of the Morea, xxxii, 113, 232, 
273, 276-277, 300 n. 11, 303 ff, 
315 n. 26, 316-318, 320 n. 35, 
409 
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Argos, 127 ae 

Aristeides (Aelius?), 423-424 and n. 
50 

Aristophanes, cited by Manuel, 96 

Aristotle, cited by Manuel, 185 

Armenia, 507 

Asan, Ivan Alexander, King of Bul- 
garia (1331-1371), 5-6 : 

Asanes, Andreas, Manuel’s Letter-Dis- 
course to, 431, 434 

Asan[es], Constantine, 12 n. 28, 94 

Asanes, Isaac, 351 

Asanes, John, 50 n. 137 

Asanes, Raoul, (?) rebel’on Thasos, 
300 n. IL 

Ascoli, Antonio d’, 436 n. 69, 438, 
519 

Asia Minor: 33 n. 87, 34; John V 
campaigning in, 20, 22.n. 51; Man- 
uel campaigning in, xxiv, 79, 88 ff. 
Bayazid campaigning in, 85, 88 ff.; 
desolation of, 90 ff.; attacked by 
Timur, xxvii, 216; Bayazid’s sons 
and, xxix, xxx, 247ff., 252, 281, 
282, 287, 341 n. 81 

Asprokastron, 379 n. 150 

Athanasius, Saint, 432 

Athanasius of Meteora, Saint, 59. n. 
161 

Athos, Mount, xxxii, 280, 301, 416 

Augustine de Undinis, 158 

Augustine of Hippo, Saint, 432 

Aunoy, Francois d’, Treasurer to 
Charles VI of France, 154 n. 46, 
156 n. 49 

Aurelius, Marcus, Roman Emperor 
(av. 161-180), 409, 421 

Avignon, Papal court of, 5, 9 n. 21, 
158, 183, B11 

Avramiotis, Theodore, 433 n. 66 


Baghdad, xxviii, 216 

Bar, Henri de, 164 

Baraq, Turkish general, 360 n. 109 

Barberinus gr. 74, manuscript contain- 
ing a work by Manuel, 435 n. 68 

Barbeyinus gr. 219, manuscript con- 
taining works by Manuel, 429 n. 
58, 433-434, 435, 436 

Barlaam, Byzantine theologian, 54 n. 
147 
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xxii, 35, 39-40, 44 n. 121; goes to 
the Morea, xxii, 40, 44 n. 121; 
death of (1383), xxii, 40; his writ- 
ings, 37, 431, 543; portrait of, 542- 
543; ‘confused with his son and 

- “grandson on their journeys to the 
West, 12 n. 28, 38 n. 102, 68 n. 

- 186; mentioned, 18 n. 42,°43 n. 119 

Cantacuzenus, Manuel, Despot of the 
Morea (1348-1380), 38, 59 n. 159, 
548 

Cantacuzenus, Manuel, Protostrator, 
351 

Cantacuzenus, Matthew, Byzantine 
Emperor (13854-1357) and Despot 
of the Morea (1380-1385), xxi, 37, 
40, 43 n. 119, 59 n. 159, 548 

Cantacuzenus, Theodore, 48 n. 130 

Cantacuzenus, Theodore Palaeologus, 
Byzantine ambassador, xxvi, 154, 
155, 156-157, 162 n. 67 

Cantemir, Demetrius, historian, 87 n. 
2 

Canterbury, Manuel at, xxvii, 178 

Canterbury Tales, 502 

Capri, 162 

Castile, Manuel’s. contacts with, xxvii, 
xxix, 176, 255 n. 90 

Catalans, 56 n. 153, 334 and n. 65 

Catalonia, Prior of, 255 

Catherine, Saint, 543-544 

Celebi, Turkish title, 19 n. 45, 105 n. 
30, 212 n. 16, 223 n. 39, 249 n. 82, 
281-282 n. 143 

“Gelopia,” 281 n. 143. See Celebi 

Cerdagna, .257 

Cemomen, xx, 16. See also Marica 
River, Battle on the 

Chalcedon, 158 

Chalchas, 186 . 

Chalcocondyles, Byzantine historian, 
quoted, 34 n. 88, 144 n. 33 

Charanis, Peter, quoted, 98 n. 20, 280 
n. 141 

Charenton, Manuel at, xxvii, 172, 
537, 539 

Charisius Gate (Constantinople), 35, 
ae 

Charles III, King of Navarre, 177 

Charles IV of Luxemburg, Holy Ro- 
man Emperor (1355-1378), 5387, 
538-539 


General Index 


- Charles V, King of France (1364- 


1380), 538, 539 
Charles VI, King of France (1380- 
1422): Manuel’s appeals to, xxvi, 
154-158 164, 488-489: Manuel’s 
letter to, transl. 155-156; John VIL 
offers to sell Imperial title to, 164; 
Manuel's reported offer of suzer- 
ainty over Byzantium, 163 n. 72; 
sends Boucicaut’s expedition, 160 
ff.; receives Manuel in France, 
xxvii, 172-174, 397, 537; plans a 
new expedition, 174, 206; and ne- 
gotiations: with Timur, 506, 508; 
his insanity, xxvii, 178, 181, 188, 
189, 270-271, 522; worships with 
Manuel at Saint-Denys, xxvii, 181- 
183; Manuel requests Venetian in- 
tercession with, 194, 198, 199; 
death of, 384-385; mentioned, 189 
Chateaumorand, Jean de, French com- 
mander: leads garrison in Constan- 
tinople, xxvi, 200, 207, 501; in- 
volved with Pera, 207 n. 12, 219 n. 
28, 238 n. 69; returns to France, 
xxviii, 218-219; escorts the hdme- 
ward-bound Manuel, 220, 221, 
235, 238 n. 69 . 
Chaucer, Geoffrey, 424, 502 
“Chiermanoli.” See “Chirmanoli” 
Chioggia, 30 n. 75 
Chioggia War, xxi, xxii, 30f., 39 
Chios, 162, 205 n. 5, 124, 336 
“Chirandronicus” (= Kyr Androni- 
cus), Latin name for Andronicus IV, 
74n. 196, 76 n. 203, 78 n. 207 
“Chiriihi,” Latin name for Mechmed 
I, 249 n. 82. See Kiiriishdji 
“Chirmanoli,” “Chirmanoly,” “Chier- 
manoli” (= Kyr Manuel), Latin 
name for Manuel II, 72 n. 193, 77 
n. 206; 83 n. 217, 171 n. 86,238 
n. 69, 244 n. 76, 507 
Choniates, Nicetas, Byzantine’ his- 
torian, 428, 432 ‘ 
Chora, Monastery of Saint Savior of 
the (Constantinople), 548 
Chortasmenos, John, 141 n. 29, 517 
Chortiatou, 49 
Chosroés, Persian King, 535 
“Chrisius,” Latin name for Mechmed 
I, 341 n. 81. See Kiiriishdji 


General Index 


Christopher of Mitylene, Synaxarion 
of, 432 

Christopolis, 63 n. 171, 77 

Chron. Barb. 111 (Barberini Cod. gr. 
III Chronicle), xliv-xlv; quoted, 68 
n. 186 

Chron. Vat. gr. 162. See under Short 
Chronicles 

Chrysoberges, 66, 324 n, 45 

Chrysoberges, Andreas and Theodore, 
Greek Dominicans, 324 and n. 45 

Chrysoloras, Demetrius: 313 n. 21; in 
Thessalonica, 406 n. 15; his writ- 
ings, 435 n. 69, 438, 480, 517, 
519; Manuel’s Letters to, 186, 188 
n. 119, 191 n. 126, 403, 406 n. 15, 
420, 429 

Chrysoloras, John, 322, 335 n. 66 

Chrysoloras, Manuel: in Italy (1394- 
95), 196 n. 4; (1397-1403), xxvii, 
172, 174; retums with Manuel II, 
xxix, 231; his later trips to Italy 
(1404, 1405-06), 263; his embassy 
to Western courts (1407 ff.), xxx 
ff., 191 n. 127, 261-267, 281, 320- 
32], 521-524, 544-545; in Venice, 
263, 273-275, 275-276 n. 132; in 
Italy (1410 ff.), xxxi, 266, 321, 
544-545; with Pope John XXIII, 
xxxi, xxxii, 321, 523; and the call- 
ing of the Council of Constance, 
xxxii, 265 n. 112, 322-323; death 
of (1415), xxxii, 322 ff., 521; por- 
trait of, 263 n. 109, 544-545; Man- 
uel IT’s Letters to, 174, 178, 266, 
276 n. 133, 420, 429, 519-524, 
527 

Chrysopolis, 352 and n. 99 

Clavijo,. Ruy Gonzdlez de, Castilian 
ambassador to Timur (1403): on 
Lesbos, 243 n. 74, 492; is received 
by Manuel in Constantinople, xxix, 
245-246, 291-294, 474, 495; quot- 
ed, 215 n. 18, 239-240 n. 71, 244 
n. 76, 291, 294, 407-408 n. 21, 
474, 491-492 

Cirac Estopafian, Sebastian, xxxix 

Clerkenwell, Priory of the Hospitalers, 
178 n. 103 

Coene, Jacques, 538 

Coislin gr. 130, manuscript containing 
a work by Manuel, 439 
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Coislin gr. 341, manuscript containing 
works by Manuel, 433 n. 66 

Coislin gr. 343, manuscript containing: 
a work by Manuel, 435 n. 68 

Comnena, Anna, Byzantine historian, 
309 n. 15, 517 

Comnena, Eudocia, Trapezuntine 
Princess, 476-477 ‘ 

Comnena, Maria, Trapezuntine Prin- 
cess, 349 n. 96 

Comnenus, Alexius I, Byzantine Em- 
peror (1081-1118), 457 

Comnenus, Alexius II, Emperor of 
Trebizond (1349-1390), 476-477 

Comnenus, John It, Byzantine Em- 
peror (1118-1143), 23 n. 54 

Comnenus, Manuel I, Byzantine Em- 
peror (1143-1180), 23 n. 54, 550 

Comnenus, Manuel. III, Emperor of 
Trebizond (1390-1417), 430 

Codinus, Byzantine writer, 532 

“Confetti,” 102 n. 26 

Constance, Council of (1415-17), 
xxxii, 322, 323-326, 334-335 and 
n, 66, 348 

Constantine I the Great, Roman/By- 
zantine Emperor (305-337): 166, 
392, 531, 541; medallion represent- 
ing him, 396 n. 3, 534-536, 536- 
537 

Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, By- 
zantine Emperor (913-955), 309 
n, 15, 421, 501 

Constantinople: recovered by John V 


(1354), xix, 469; seized by An-. 


dronicus IV (1376), xxi, 27-28; 
Venetian raid on (1377), 31; re- 
covered by John V (1379), xxii, 
35; Manuel secretly leaves (1383), 
44-45; Manuel barred from (1387), 
xxiii, 61; Manuel returns to (1387), 
xuii, 42 n. 117, 64 and n. 175; 
(1389/90), xxiii, 67-68; sought by 
_Bayazid, 70, 80 n. 212, 121; seized 
by John VIL (1390), xxiii, 71-74; 
recovered by Manuel for John V 
(1390), xxiv, 76-78; Manuel as- 
sumes the throne in (1391), xxiv, 
82-83, 84-85; besieged by Bayazid 
(1394-1402), xxvff., 69 n. 188, 
85 n. 2, 111 n. 32, 1238, 138- 
139 n, 26, 202, 207, 208, 214, 285, 
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xxxi, 265; its relations with France, 
177, 271, 375, 385; mentioned, 
125, 339 
Epamanondas, 311 
Ephesiis, 217 n. 24 
Epidauros, 343 n. 83. See also Mon- 
_emvasia 
Epirus, Despotate of, xxxii, 46 n. 127 
Epitaphios of Nicholas Eudaimonoi- 
oannes, 377 n. 54 
“Fscalime” (Lemnos), 240 n. 71 
Esztergom, 485 
Eudaimonoioannes, Andronicus, 324 
Eudaimonoioannes, Nicholas: Byzan- 
tine ambassador (in 1416-18), 
xxxii, 315, 324, 325, 335, 336, 340 
n. 80; (in 1419-20), xxxiv, 326 n. 
51, 327 and n. 54, 337, 348; death 
of (1423), 327 n. 54; Epitaphios 
donated by, 327 n. 54; Cardinal 
Isidore’s letter to, 192 n. 127, 327 
n, 54 
Eugenia Gattilusio. See Gattilusio, 
‘Eugenia 
Eugenikos, Protekdikos, 211 n. 15 
Euphemia, Saint, 437 
Eurotas River, 231 n. 60 
Euthymios II, Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople (1410-1416): installed, xxxi, 
519; his dispute with Manuel, 
xxxiii, 323 n, 42; death of, soni, 
323 n. 42; Manuel’s Letters to, 184, 
185 and n. 116, 188 n. 119, 277 
and n. 134, 430, 519-520 
Evrenos-Bey, Turkish general, xxv, 
127, 360 n. 109, 451 


Fatima, 253 n. 88 

Fatma-qatun, 253-254 n. 88 

Ferdinand I, King of Aragon (1412- 
1416), Manuel’s contacts with, 
300, 318 n. 33, 324 n. 46, 333- 
334, 522 

Ferrara, Manuel in (1403), xxix, 222, 
510 

Finlay, George, xxxviii, xl-xli 

Fleet, Byzantine, 132, 268, 285 and 
n. 153 

Florence: Manuel’s appeal to, 188, 
512; Manuel IT in (?), xxviii, 222, 
510; Manuel Chrysoloras in, xxii, 


General Index 


172, 321, 544-545;. Council of 
(1438 ff.), 329, 331, 537; men- 
tioned 326 n. 51 

Fonseca, Cardinal Piero, Papal legate, 
326 

Foscarini, Francesco, Venetian Bailo 
of Constantinople, 212 

Foucquet, Jean, 538-539 

France: Manuel II’s contacts with and 
appeals to, xxvi, 154-158, 255, 256 
n. 96, 257, 480, 488-489; expedi- 
tion from (1399), xxvi, 1624.; 
Manuel II in (1400, 1401-02), 
xxvii, xxviii, 168, 171, 172-178, 
202, 203, 219-220, 397, 536-539; 
Manuel IT leaves (1402), xxviii, 
220, 512; Manuel Chrysoloras in 
(1408), xxx, 263-264, 545; its re- 
lations with England, 177, 271, 
375, 384-385; mentioned, 125, 
270-271, 379 

Franciscans, 193 n. 129 


Gabriel, Metropolitan of Thessalonica, 
437 n. 74; Manuel’s Letter to, 422, 
430 

Galata. See Pera 

Galatia (Asia Minor), xxiv, 97 

“Galatia” (France), 175, 264; “Gala- 
tians” (French), 136 n. 21, 268 

Gallipoli (Kallioupolis): captured by 
the Turks (1354), xix, 4; recovered 
by Amadeo VI (1366), xx, 7; used 
by the Turks (1371), 16 n. 38; 
surrendered to the Turks by An- 
dronicus IV (1376), xxi, 30, 31 n. 
81, 458-461; sought by Venice, 
217, 284 n. 151; Treaty of 1403 
signed at, 227 n. 43; John VIZ 
meets Manuel II at (1403), 237, 
238 n. 69, 242 n. 73; Venetian vic- 
tory over the Turks at, xxii, 331 n. 
61, 337 n. 72; taken by pretender 
Mustafa (1421), xxxiv, 357; sought 
by John VIII, xxiv, 356-357 n. 
102, 358; mentioned, 22 n. 51, 144 
n. 32, 206, 230, 269 n. 121, 319, 
352 n. 99, 359 n. 106, 508 

Gattilusio, Eugenia, wife of John VII, 
462-466, 492, 493 

Gattilusio, Francesco I, Lord of Les- 


General Index 


bos (1355-1384): aids restoration 
of John V (1354), xix, 469; mar- 
ries Maria Palaeologina, 35-36 n. 
92, 462; death of, xxii, 54 n. 147; 
mentioned, 25 n. 60, 464 
Gattilusio, Francesco II, Lord of Les- 
bos (1384-1401): - succession of, 
xi; bars Manuel from Mitylene 
(1387), 59; father in-law of John 
VIL, xxiv, xxix, 462 ff, 493; sup- 
ports John VII against Manuel 
(1408), xxiv, xxix, 77-78, 164, 242- 
243; and Boucicaut, 163 n. 69, 243, 
944 n. 75; father-in-law of Stefan 
Lazarevié, xxix, 283 n. 146 
Gattilusio, Giorgio, supposed tyrant 
on Thasos, 299-300 and n. 11 
Gattilusio, Helena, marries Stefan 
Lazarevié, 283 n. 146 
Gattilusio, Niccolé, Lord of Ainos, 464 
Genoa: its support of Andronicus IV, 
xxi, xxii, 25 ff., 35; its failure to se- 
cure Tenedos, 29-31; in the Chiog- 
gia War with Venice, 30, 40; and 
the Treaty of Turin (1382), 40-41; 
its Treaty with John V (1382), xxii, 
41, 51 n. 140; its support of John 
VII, 52, 68-70, 76, 77, 78 n. 20, 
223, 228; outrage to John V pro- 
tested to, 51 n. 140, 68-69; John 
VIL and his mother in, xi, 69-70; 
its support of reconciliation between 
John VII and Manuel II, xxiv, 112; 
its co-operation with Venice against 
Turks sought (1397), 143; and 
Boucicaut’s aid expedition (1399), 
162; and various projected anti- 
Turkish alliances, 170 n. 84, 171 n. 
87, 194, 198, 204, 205. n. 5, 222, 
269 n. 121, 364 n. 14, 370; its 
subjection to France, xxviii, 189, 
194 n. 132; Boucicaut governor of, 
xxviii, 189, 207 n. 12, 221, 543- 
544: and fugitives from the Battle 
of Ancyra, 217-218; Manuel II in 
(1403), xxviii, 221-222; and Man- 
uel’s homeward journey, xxix, 228, 
235-237; Boucicaut’s expedition 
from (1403), xxix, 229, 235 ff., 243, 
244 n. 75; Manuel Chrysoloras in 
(1408), xxx, 263; its assistance to 
Murad II (1422), 359 
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Ghazis, 283 n. 149, 289 n. 163, 472 

Ghisi, Theodora, 260-n. 106 

ee Edward, xxxviii, xli f£., 81 n. . 
215 - 

Gibbons, Herbert A., xlii; quoted, 26 
n. 62 

Gilbert de Launoy, 339 

Giustinian, Marco, Venetian com- 
mander, 459, 460 

Golden Gate (Constantinople), for- 
tress of the, xxi, xxiii, 28, 72, 75, 
76 n. 203, 77, 80, 467-468, 546 

Gonzaga, Gianfrancesco, Duke of 
Mantua, 378 

Gothia, Archbishop of, 212 

Gran, ‘Archbishop of, 482 ff. 

Greece, Bayazid in, xxv, 119-120, 121 
n. 47, 124 n.3 

Greenlaw, John, Archbishop of Sul- 
taniya, ambassador to Timur, 506- 
507, 508 

Gregory Palamas, Saint, 54 n. 147 

Gregory XI, Pope (1370-1378), 38 

Grillo, Antonio, 159, 160 n. 61 

Grillo, Reginaldo, 160, 180, 497 f. 

Grottaferrata, Abbey of Santa Maria 
di, 308 n. 15, 436 n. 69, 438 

Guarino da Verona: Manuel II's Let- 
ter to, xxxiii, 430, 527; and Manuel 
Chrysoloras, 231 n. 57, 527 

Guyenne, 543 


Hagia Sophia, Church of: (Constanti- 
nople), 72, 140, 141 n; 29, 153 n. 
45, 349, 548, 549 ; i 

Halecki, Oscar, quoted, 270 n. 124 

Halil, Turkish Prince, marries daugh- 
ter of John V (?), 18 n. 42 

Halys River, 92, 97 

Hammer (—Purgstall), Joseph von, xlii 

Helena Cantacuzena. See Cantacu- 
zena, Helena 

Helena Draga’. See Dragas, Helena 

Hellespont, 113, 138 n. 23 

Henry Il, King of France (1547- 
1559), 428 

Henry III, King of Castile (1390- 
1406), Manuel’s contacts with, 
xxvii, 176, 255 n. 90 

Henry IV, King of England (1399- 
1413): receives Manuel (1400- 
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Kanénia (cannon), used by John VII, 
76 n. 202 

Kasim, 253-254 n. 88 

Kauleos?- Monastery of (Constanti- 

_ nople); 24 

Kavasilas, Nicholas. See Cabasilas 

“Kelts” (English), 136 n. 21 

Kengchreai, Manuel at, xxxii, 310 

Khairaddin Pasha, Turkish general: 
besieges Thessalonica, xxii, 49, 50, 
52, 56; mentioned, .117 

Kiev, xxvi, 151, 202 

Kiev, Metropolitan of. See Moscow 

Knights of St. John. See Hospitalers 

Konstantin Dejanovié, Serbian Prince: 
Manuel II marries daughter of, xxiv, 
99 #.. is present at Serres confer- 
ence, 117; death of (1395), xxv, 
128 

Koran, 54 n. 147 

Korax, Theologos. See Theologos 
Korax 

Kosmidion, 282, 283 n. 147 

Kossovo-Polje, Battle of (1389), xxi, 

64 n, 176, 66-67, 68 n. 186, 71 n. 

190, 117, 121 

Kotyaiios, 215 

Koutoulos, 351, 352 n. 99 

Kurtulus, 352 n. 99 

Kiiriishdji, Turkish surname for Mech- 
med I: 249 n. 82; its Latin and 
Creek forms, 234 n. 64, 249 n. 82, 
981 n, 143, 341 n. 81 

Kyprianos, Metropolitan of Kiev/ 
Moscow, Patriarchal letter to, xXxVvi, 
151-153, transl. 152 

Kyra Martha, Convent of (Constan- 
tinople), 477 

Kyratza, wife of Andronicus IV. See 
Maria-Kyratza 

“Kyritzes,” Greek name for Mechmed 
I, 351, 355 n. 101. See Kiiriishdji 

“Kyr Manovel,” “Kyr Emmanouelos,” 

names for Manuel II, 171 n. 86. 

See also Chirmanoli 


Labarum, 540 

Lachanas, Palaeologus, Byzantine am- 
bassador, 360 n. 108 

Laconia, 317 n. 32 
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-uadislas, King of Naples (1386- 


1414), 321 

Languedoo, 543 

ae Hugo de, composer, 349 n. 

Lascaris, Matthew, Byzantine ambas- 
sador, 360 n. 108 

Lasearis, Theodore I, Byzantine Em- 
peror (1254-1258), 421 

Lascaris Leontaris, Demetrius. See un- 
der Leontaris 

Launoy, Gilbert de, 339 

Lavra, Monastery of (Mount Athos), 
301 n. 14 

Lazarevié, Stefan. See Stefan Lazare- 
vié 

Legrand, Emile, quoted 426 

Lemnos: Manuel exiled to, xxiii, 21 
n, 48, 65-66; 71, 72 n. 193, 125, 
324 n. 45; Venice offered, 124-125, 
146; John VII exiled to, xxix, 240 
n. 71, 242 and n. 73, 466; the pre- 
tender Mustafa on, 342, 344 n. 83, 
356 n. 162, 357; mentioned, 16, n. 
38, 77, 243, 245, 301 n. 14. 

Leo VI, Byzantine Emperor (886- 
912), 421, 468 

Leontaris, Demetrius Lascaris: Man- 
uel II’s agent in Thessalonica, 245, 
279 and n. 140; on John VII's 
death, 278 n. 137; and the Mustafa 
crisis (1416), 342, 343-344 n. 83; 
witness to Venetian treaty renewals 
(1418, 1423), 332 n. 61; and the 
visit of Mechmed I (1421), 351- 
352; as ambassador to Mechmed I, 
353-354; releases Mustafa, 357; 
demands Gallipoli from Mustafa, 
358 n. 104; mentioned, 278 n. 137 

Lesbos: Gattilusio lordship of, xix, xxii, 
462, .; Cydones on, 42 n. 117; 
Manuel on, xxiii, 59, 61, 129 n. 11; 
John VII on, xxix, 164, 242, 943 
n. 74, 493; Stefan Lazarevié on, 
283 n. 146;.Clavijo on, 243 n. 74, 
492; and anti-Turkish league plans, 
336; mentioned, 344 n. 83 

Libanius: quoted by Manuel (?) and 
others, 309 n. 15; a model for 
Manuel (?), 191 n. 126, 192 n. 
128, 432 n. 63 

Limbourg, Pol de, 536 
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thuania, xvi, 150, 153, 338, 339 
itvo-Russia,” 150 

ore des faits (Biography of Bouci- 
eaut), quoted, 491, 511 

‘ubié, S., xvi 

ydi, John VIII at, 377 

yenertz, Raymond-Joseph, xl, xlviii; 
quoted, 421-422 

ymbardy, Manuel’s reported demand 
for, 258 n. 101 

omellini, Niccolé, 159 

ondon: Manuel II in (1400-01), 
xxvii, 166, 178, 180; Manuel Chry- 
soloras in (1409), xxxi, 265; men- 
tioned, 177 

oros, 533, 542, 543 

ouis the Great, King of Hungary 
(1342-1382), 6-7 

ouis II of Anjou, King of Naples, 544 
ouvre: Manuel II at, xxviii, 174, 
177; his description of a tapestry in, 
xxviii, 192, 430, 435 n, 69, 436 

ucca, contributes aid to Manuel 
(1399), 159 

cian, quoted by Manuel, 179 


{acedonia: Manuel's advances into 
(1372), xxi, 14, 16-17; (1383), 
xxii, 46-49; Serbian Principality of, 
100; mentioned, 113, 279, 280 

Machoumet.” See Muhammad, 
Prophet 

fadrid, manuscript in, containing a 
work by Manuel, 435 n. 68 

Aainalos, 371 

Aakarios, mentioned by Manuel, 423, 
494n.50 - 

fakarios, Metropolitan of Ancyra, 238 
n. 69, 429 n. 58 

Aakarios, Patriarch of Constantinople 
(1376-1379, 1390-1391), xxi, xadi, 
xxiii, 29, 36, 74 

Aakres, Makarios, works by him at- 
tributed to Manuel II, 437 and n. 
74 

Ualatesta, Cleopa, marries Despot 
Theodore II, xxxiv, 348-349 and 
n. 95 

Malea, Cape, 237 

Viamonas, Paul, 117; his family, 285 
n. 153 
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Mandinia, Battle (siege) at, 317° 

Maniotes, 317 n. 32 and n.-33 

Mantinea, 374 n. 132 

Mantua, John VII in, 378 | 

Manuel, Megas Doux, 285 n. 153 

Manuel Raoul, Manuel II’s Letter to, 
1387 n. 22 

Mappa, 533, 540, 541, 543 

Mara (Maro), Serbian Princess, wife 
of Murad II, 380 n. 151 

Marcus Aurelius. See Aurelius, Marcus 

Margaret, Queen of Denmark, Manuel 
II's Letter to (1402), 512 

Maria of Trebizond. See Commena, 
Maria 

Maria-Kyratza, Andronicus IV’s wife 
and Empress: her betrothal (1355), 
xix, 5-6; and Andronicus’ imprison- 
ment (1373),: 21, 24; and _ his 
“blinding,” 24 n. 57; in Genoa and 
Venice (1390), xxiii, 69-70 n. 188, 
75 n. 199, 464; accompanies John 
VII to Constantinople (1399), 492; 
mentioned, 39 n. 104, 41, 202, 
455 

Marica (Maritza) River, Battle on the 
(1371): xx, 16, 67; consequences 

_ of, 16-18, 50, 280, 297, 388 

Marinesco, Constantine, quoted, 535, 
536 

Marko Kraljevié, xxv, 28 n. 65, 128 

Martha, Kyra, Convent of (Constan- 
tinople), 477 

Martin I, King of Aragon (1395- 
1410), Manuel II’s contacts with, 
xxvii, xxviii, 160, 176, 183-184, 
189, 205, 255-257, 265, 275 n. 
132, 522 

Martin V, Pope (1417-1431): elec- 
tion of, 325; supports Westem aid 
for the Hexamilion, xxxiii, 316, 325; 
and the Latin brides for the Palaeo- 
logan princes, xadii, 325, 348; seeks 

‘to’ aid Byzantium, xxxili-xxxiv, 
xxxv, 327, 335 n. 66, 339, 369; and 
Church union efforts, 325-329 

Maschalismés, 317-318 n. 32 

“Mathelini” (Mitylene), 164 

Massa, Antonio da. See Antonio da 
Massa 

Matthaios, monastic mame of Manuel 
Tl, xxxv, 383 
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n. 117; defeats the pretender Mus- | 


tafa, xxiv, 358-359; beseiges Con- 
stantinople (1422), xxiv, 359-365, 
366-367, 549; puts down his 
brother Mustafa, xxxv, 369, 370; 

’ launches new attacks on Byzantium 
(1423), xxxv, 359; grants a treaty 
to the Empire (1424), xxxv, 379, 
‘381; married to Serbian Princess 
Mara, 380 n. 151; mentioned, 353 
n. 99 

Muralt, Edouard von, xli 

Murta, Lavigno de, Genoese scribe, 
227 tL 43 & 

Musa Celebi, Osmanli Turkish Prince, 
son of Bayazid, Osmanli claimant 
(1409-1413): after Battle of An- 
cyra, 247-248, 248 n. 82; invades 
Rumelia (1409), xxxi, 252, 253 
n, 88, 267; his victory at Jamboli 
(1410), xxxi, 282; defeated by 
Suleyman, xxxi, 282-283; defeats 
and kills Suleyman (1411), xxxi, 
983-284, 521; attacks Byzantium, 
xxxi, 284-287, 315, 504; his deal- 
ings with Venice, 284 n. 151, 286- 
287 n. 156, 288 n. 160; defeats 
Mechmed (1412), xxxi, 287; is de- 
feated and killed by Mechmed 
(1413), xxxi, 288, 521 

“Muscat,” 341 n. 81. See Mustafa, Os- 
manli Turkish pretender 

Muses, 89, 184, 411, 423 

Mustafa, Osmanli Turkish pretender: 
appears in Europe (1415), xxxii, 
340-341 and n. 80; his abortive at- 
tempt to seize power (1416), xxxiii, 
341-342; held in Byzantine cus- 
tody, xxii, 342-344, 353 n. 99; is 
supported by John VIII against Mu- 
rad II (1421), xxxiv, 355-358, 383; 
his breach of agreements, xxxiv, 
358; is defeated and killed by Mu- 
rad II (1422), xxxiv, 359, 363 n. 
11d 


Mustafa, Osmanli Turkish pretender, 


374 n. 133 

Mustafa, Osmanli Turkish Prince, son 
of Bayazid, killed (P) at Ancyra, 
247 

Mustafa (Moustaphopoulos), Osmanli 
Turkish Prince, son of Mechmed I: 
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is supported by Manuel IT against 
Murad IT (1422), xxiv, 366 ff; his 
visit to Constantinople, xxiv, 367— 
368 and n. 119, 397, 400; is given 
a Palaeologan bride (P), 253 n. 88, 
368 and n. 120, 370 n. 125; is 
betrayed to and killed by Murad IT 
(1423), xxv, 369, 370 

“Musulman Zalapi” (Suleyman Cel- 
ebi), 227 n. 43 

“Mysians” (Bulgarians), 8 n. 18, 91, 
136 n. 21. See also “Moesians”’ 

“Myzithra” (Mistra), 343 n. 83, 356 
n. 102 


Naillac, Philippe de, Grand Master of 
the Hospitalers on Rhodes (1396- 
1421): in the Crusade of Nicopolis, 
133, 482 £., 484, 485; his plea for 
an anti-Turkish alliance (1404), 
xxx, 259 

NakhSivan, 506 

Naples: John V in (1369), 10; Man- 
uel II’s reported demand for, 258 
n. 101; mentioned, 162, 321 

Napoleon, 242 n. 73 

Navarre, Manuel’s contacts with, xxvii, 
176, 177, 256 

Navarrese of Achaia, xxv, 346 

Negroponte: Manuel at (1415), 310; 
mentioned, 41 n. 113, 162, 260 n. 
106 : 

Neilos, Patriarch of Constantinople 
(1379-1388), xxii, xxiii, 36 

Nestor, 186 

Nevers, Jean, Comte de (later Duke 
of Burgundy), 164 

Nicomedia, 163, 352 

Nicopolis, Crusade of (1396), xxv, 
129 ff, 149, 154, 270 n. 124; Bat- 
tle of, 120 n. 47, 127 n. 5, 133, 
136 n. 21, 188-139 n. 26, 141 n. 
29, 145, 148 n. 40, 158, 241 n. 72, 
335 n. 67, 419, 451, 479, 480; 
holding and ransoming of captives 
from, 137-138 and n. 23, 143 n. 
30, 144 n. 32, 148, 162, 164; ref- 
ugees from, 133, 485; Boucicaut 
in, xxvi, 162 

Nicopolis Minor, xxiv, 479 

Nikomeidia; 352 
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Nig, captured by the Turks (1386), 
xxili 

Notaras, Lucas, 350, 379-380 and n. 
151, 487 

Notaras, Nicholas: Byzantine ambas- 
sador, xxvi, 154, 157, 159 n. 57, 
487; is made a Venetian citizen 
(1397), 154 n. 46, 486-487; Turk- 
ish atrocity against his son (1412?), 
287 n. 157; witness to Venetian 
treaty renewal (1418), 332 n. 61 

Notre Dame de Paris, Cathedral of, 
537 


Ochrid, Byzantine Congress at 
(1961), 456 

Odyssey (Homer), cited by Manuel, 
89, 186 

Olynthiac I (Demosthenes), quoted by 
Manuel, 303 

Orchan, Osmanli Turkish Emir (Sul- 
tan) (1326-1362), 18 n. 42, 26 n. 
62, 250 n. 83 

Orchan, Osmanli Turkish Prince, 285 

Orleans; Duke of, 156 

Osmanli Turks. See Turks, Osmanli 

Ostrogorsky, George, xli; quoted, 193 
n. 130 

Ottoman Turks. See Turks, Osmanli 


Padua, Manuel II in (1400), xxvii, 
171 

“Paionians” (Hungarians), 136 n. 21 

Palaeologan epoch (1259-1453), 
xxxvii, 392-393, 394 

Palaeologina, Irene, sister of Manuel 
Il, 3n. 3, 18 n. 42 ; 

Palaeologina, Maria, sister of John V: 
marries Francesco Gattilusio 
(1354), xix, 36 n. 93, 462; death 
of (1376), xxi, 36 n. 93, 458, 460 

Palaeologina, Zampia (Zabia)/Isa- 
bella, illegitimate daughter of Man- 
vel II, 158, 253 n. 88, 368 n. 120, 
ATA-475 

Palaeologus, Andronicus IJ, Byzantine 
Emperor (1282-1328), 1 

Palaeologus, Andronicus III, Byzan- 
tine Emperor (1328-1341), 1, 81 
n. 215, 531 
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Palaeologus, Andronicus IV, Byzan- 
tine Emperor (1376-1379), brother 
of Manuel Il: birth (1348), xix, 2. 
n. 5, 18 n. 42; betrothed to Maria- 
Kyratza of Bulgaria (1355), xix, 5- 
6, 455; and church union projects, 
9; regent in Constantinople (1366- 
67), xx, 9, 12, 13 n. 30; his possi- 
ble collusion in Bulgarian blockade 
of John V (1366), 8 n. 18, 19; re- 
gent in Constantinople (1369-71), 
xx, 9, 12, 14; refuses to aid John V 
in Venice (1370), xx, 12, 14; his 
hostility (?) towards Venice, 25- 
26, n. 60; his possible co-operation 
with Turks during Marica campaign 
(1371), xx, 16 and n. 38; in dis- 
favor with his father, xx-xxi, 14, 19; 
his conspiracy with Saudji and re- 
volt (1373), xxi, 19-21, 45 n. 125, 
65 n. 179, 449, 455; is sentenced 
to blinding, 21-22, 24, 26 n. 62; 
his imprisonment, xx, 24-25 and n. 
58; his escape (1376), xxi, 24; 
seeks Turkish support, 27 and n. 
63, 30; seizes Constantinople 
(1376), xxi, 24 ff., 27-29, 71 n. 
179, 455; imprisons his father and 
brothers, xxi, 28-29, 30, 31-33, 
414, 458-459; goes to Murad to 
surrender Gallipoli, xxi, .27 n. 63, 
30, 38 n. 103, 458-461; his coro- 
nation (1377), xxi, 29, 75 n. 199; 
his coinage reforms, 31; his weak- 
nesses as Emperor, xxii, 31, 34; his 
overthrow (1379), xxii, 35, 39; his” 
settlement with John V (1381), 
xxi, 35, 36, 41-42, 50, 455; his ap- 
panage, xxii, 35 n. 92, 41, 51; his 
renewed hostilities with John V, 
‘xxiii, 50-52, 69; death of (1385), 
xxii, 51 n. 140, 52; burial of, 52 n. 
142, 469-470; portrait of, 531; li- 
turgical acclamations for, 455; 

‘mentioned, 68, 78 n. 207, 244 n. 
76, 245 n. 77, 370 n. 125, 490 

Palaeologus, Andronicus (V), Byzan- 
tine.Emperor, son of John VII (?), 
465-466 

Palaeologus, Andronicus, Despot of 
Thessalonica (1408-1423), son of 
Manuel II: birth (1400?), xxvii, 78 
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294; death of, 548; burial of, 550; 
portraits of, 264, 395, 531, 532, 
583, 537; mentioned, 239 n. 70 
Palaeologus, John, son of Despot An- 
dronicus ‘of Thessalonica, 374 n. 
133. 

Palaeologus, Manuel II, Byzantine 

Emperor (1391-1425): 

‘Earty Career, 1350-1873: 
birth (1350), xix, 1, 18 n. 42; of- 
fered as hostage to Pope Innocent 
VI (1355), xix, 4-5; early refer- 
ences to, 3 n. 3, 6, 8, 9; named 
Despot, 6, 9-10 n. 23, 448, 540- 
542; taught by Cydones, xxi, xlvii, 
414-419; hostage at Buda (1366), 
xx, 6-7, 8; letters* by the Pope ad- 
dressed to, 9,.102.n. 38; as Despot 
of Thessalonica (1369-73), xx, xxi, 
9-10 and n. 23, 12, 14, 17, 20 n. 
46, 45-46, 446 ff., 540-541; aids 
John V in Venice (1370-71), xx, 
12-14, 46, 445; attempts expansion 
into Macedonia (1371), xxi, 16- 

_ 17; John V’s expression of favor for, 
xxexxi, 14 and n. 86, 19 n..44; pos- 
sible hostage to Murad I (?), 20 n. 
46 

CAREER AS CO-EMPEROR, 1373- 
1391: his coronation as co-Em- 
peror (1373), xxi, 23, 29 n. 69; sup- 
posed marriage, 23 n. 53; is im- 
prisoned by Andronicus IV (1376), 
xxi, 28, 30, 31-32, 412, 414, 459; 
his escape from prison (1379), xxii, 
32-33, 412; negotiates with Murad 
I, 34-34 and n. 89; besieges Galata, 
xxii, 35-36; serves vassalage to Mu- 
rad I, 42, 50; his loss of succession 
and his disaffection, 42-43, 50, 52, 
57-58, 60, 65, 79; his independent 
regime in Thessalonica (1382-87), 
xxii-xxii, 43, 44 n. 121, 45-50, 52- 
59, 390-391, 409, 416, 417, 446 
ff; his military successes, 46-49, 
409; is defeated and besieged by 
the Turks (1383), xxii, 49 ff., 52 #.; 
his pleas for aid, xxii, 54 ff.; is com- 
pelled to leave Thessalonica (1387), 
xxiii, 59, 448 ff.; his wanderings, 
xxiii, 59-61; is received by Murad 
I, xxiii, 61-64; returns to Constanti- 


General Index 


-nople, xxiii, 64; is exiled by John V, 


xxiii, 65-66, 125, 324 n. 45; is re- 
called by John V (1390P), 67-68, 
71-72; recovers Constantinople for 
John V (1890), xxiv, 76-78; his 
new vassalage to Bayazid, xxiv, 68 
n. 186, 78-80, 409; serves in Bay- 
azid’s army (1390), xxiv, 79, 409, 
467 

CargER aS Emperor, 1391- 
1400: succeeds John V as Emperor 
(1391), xxiv, 82-83, 84-86, 450; 
serves in and describes new cam- 
paigns with Bayazid (1391), xxiv, 
85-99, 409, 417; marries Helena 
Dragas (1392), xxiv, 99-104, 402, 
454, 474, 475; their coronation, 
xxiv, 102 ff. and n. 27; his suppos- 
ed campaigning again with Bayazid 
(1392?), 104-105, 110; attempts 
reconciliation with John VII 
(1393), xxiv, 111-112; Bayazid’s 
new resentments against, 112 ff.; at- 
tends gathering of Turkish vassals 
at Serres (1393/94), xxiv-xxy, 


114-119, 120-121, 123; rejects 


vassalage and appeasement, xxv, 
120-122, 389, 481; seeks Venetian 
aid, 123-125; considers leaving be- 
sieged Constantinople, 124-125, 
130, 146, 147-148, 401, 419 n. 
49. resists Turkish attacks, xxv ff, 
125 £f.; his diplomatic appeals to 
the West, xxv ff., 124, 125-126, 
129-130 n. 13, 149 ff., 154 #f., 386, 


389; Venice offers mediation be- - 


tween Bayazid and, 131-133; and 
the Crusade of Nicopolis (1396), 
xxv, 129 ff, 138, 484; his subse- 
quent expectations of Sigismund, 
137 n. 22, 139, 146, 147-148, 151, 
154, 484; his appeals to Poland- 
Lithuania (1397), xxvi, 150-151, 
153; his appeals to Moscow, xxvi, 


151-153; his appeals to France, 


xxvi, 154-158, 164, 488-489; his 
letter to Charles VI, transl. 155- 
156; his appeals to Italy, 159; his 
appeals to England, 159-160; re- 
ceives French military aid under 
Boucicaut. (1399), xxvi, 163, 194, 
409; agrees to journey to the West, 


General Index 


xxvi, 168, 165, 167; is reconciled 
with John VII, xxvi, 119 n. 46, 
145 n. 35, 147, 165, 168, 169, 
170, 202-203, 205 n. 7, 490-493 

JourNEY TO THE West, 1400- 
1403: his journey, 10 n. 24, 38 
n. 102, 45 n. 125, 165 ff, 202, 
375; his journey’s character, 166- 
167 and n. 77, 168-169, 199, 392; 
his arrangements for departure to 
the West, xxvi, 168, 170-171, 200; 
his entourage, 170 and n. 81, 228- 
229, 232, 536, 540; his ignorance 
of Western languages, 174, 192 n. 
127; goes to Venice (1400), xxvii, 
166, 169-170 n. 80, 171; passes 
through Italy, xxvii, 171-172; ar- 
rives in France, xxvii, 172-174, 
397, 536-539; his correspondence 
from the West, xxvii-xxvili passim, 
174-192 passim; his contacts with 
Spanish Kingdoms, 176-177, 183- 
184; visits England (1400-01), 
xxvii, 168, 177-181; his letter of 
thanks to Henry IV (1401), xxvii, 
180, transl. 497-499; his second 
sojourn in France (1402-03), 
xxvii-xxviii, 182-199, 497-499, 
535-536, 538-539; his contacts 
with the Popes, 183, 195-198, 
222, 510-512; his contacts with 
John VII, 190, 213; his contacts 
with Timur, 241, 250 n. 84, 504 #.; 
his literary writings in Paris, xxviii, 
192-193, 330, 430, 434, 435 n. 
69, 436, 437; leaves France (1402), 
xxviii, 220, 512; his homeward 
journey,. 219-220 and n. 27; in 
Italy (1403), xxviii-xxix, 221-222, 
227-231; offers mediation between 
Venice and Genoa, 221-222, 228; 
in Venice, xxix, 166, 228, 230; 
maintains his quest for aid after 
Ancyra, 194 ff., 199, 222, 240, 241 
n. 72, 246, 254-955, 257, 276- 
271, 339, 389 ff., 391, 512; and the 
1403 treaty with the Turks, xxix, 
222-293, 294, 295-227 and n. 43, 
228, 240-241 and-n. 72, 247; is 
courted by Suleyman, 223, 233, 
251-252, 252-253; his proposals 
for anti-Turkish alliances, 224, 
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_ 268-269, 282 n. 144, 336; his ne- 


gotiations for homeward transporta- 
tion, xxix, 194, 221, 228-230, 235- - 
237; stops in the Morea, xxix, 231- 
235; arranges homeward escort, 
xxix, 235-237; returns to Constan- 
tinople, xxix, 237-238. 

LATER CAREER AS EMPEROR, 
1403-1425: resumes government 
in Constantinople, 238, 241-242; 
breaks agreements with John VI, 
xxix, 239-242, 465-466; makes 
final settlement with John VII, xxix, 
243-245, 392: receives Clavijo, 
xxix, 245-246, 291-294, 474, 495; 
his bearings towards Bayazid’s sons, 
247-254; his continued diplomacy 
with West, xxix, 255-271, 281, 
390; sends Manuel Chrysoloras to 
the West .(1407 ff.), xxx, 261-267, 
320 ff., 521-524; goes to the 
Morea (1408?), xxx, 275-279, 280 
n. 142, 298, 312 n. 21, 320 n. 35, 
525-526, 548; goes to Thessalonica 
(1408), xxx-xxxi, 279-280, 454, 
466, 526; proposes anti-Turkish 
league (1410), xxxi, 268-269, 282 
n. 144; makes definite commitment 
to intervene in Turkish succession 
wars, 254-255, 269, 270-271, 289, 
390; supports Suleyman against 
Musa, xxxi, 281-284; is attacked 
by Musa, xxxi, 284-287; supports 
Mechmed I, xxxi-xxxii, 287-288; 
his treaty with Mechmed I (1413), 
xxxii, 288-289, 353 n, 99, 379° 
390; his supposed amity with, 
288, 289, 298, 318-320, 337, 
339-340, 342, 344, 350, 351-353 
and n. 99, 355 n. 101,. 389-390; 
goes to Thasos (1414), xxxii, 299- 
300; winters in Thessalonica, xxxii, 
300-301, 333, 334, 454; in the 
Morea (1415), xxxii-xxxiii, 277 n. 


-134, 300 n, 11, 302 ££, 340 n. 80, 


346 n. 89, 409, 525, 548; receives 
regional Latin princes, xxxii, 346 n. 
89; returns to Constantinople 
(1416), xxxiii, 318, 319-320, 334, 
454; intervenes in Church affairs, 
xxxiii, 323; negotiates on Church 
union, 320-329, 391; continues 
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(1394), xxv, 127, 232, 451; 
(1397), xxvi, 127 n. 7, 232; (1423), 
xxxv, 370 n. 124, 3871, 372; the 
Hospitalers in, xxv, xxvii, 77 n. 204, 
146, 168,169 n. 80, 224, 232-233, 
368 -n. 120, 277 n. 136, 478; their 
withdrawal from, xxx, 233; plan for 
Manuel to go to (?), 57, 58; Man- 
uel IL in, xxxiicxxifi, 168, 170, 
171, 275-279, 298-299, 301 £., 
310-318, 324, 345 n. 89, 438; of- 
fered to John VII by Bayazid, 201 
and n. 2; John VIII in, xxxiii, 346- 
347; mentioned 39 n. 106, 57. See 
also Morea, Despotate of the 
Pera (also Galata), Genoese colony 
opposite Constantinople: Genoese 
Podesta of, 76 n. 203, 77 n. 206, 
83 n, 217, 86 n. 2, 102 n. 26 and 
n. 27, 105, n. 30; Andronicus IV 
flees to (1376), xxi, 24; (1379), 
xxii, 35, 39; is besieged by Manuel 
(1379), xxii, 35-36, 39; its citizens 
insult John V, 51 n. 140, 68-69; 
maintains diplomatic contact with 
John V (1390), 76; John VII flees 
‘to (P) (1390), 77 n. 206; and 
Manuel Il’s wedding (1392), 102 
f. n, 26 and n. 27; supports Man- 
uel’s proposed reconciliation with 
John VII (1393), 112; and anti- 
Turkish league, 131, 138 n. 25, 482 
ff.; is attacked by Bayazid (1397?), 
xxvi, 127 n. 6, 140-142 and n. 29, 
148 n, 40; concern over its possi- 
ble capitulation (1397), 146, 147; 
its co-operation in the defense of 
Constantinople, 200, 201 n. 1; con- 
ducts negotiations with Bayazid 
(1401), 212; in contact with Ti- 
mur, 505; and Chateaumorand, 238 
n. 69; and John VII, 242 n, 73; 
so-called “Treaty of Pera” (1403), 
225-2926 n. 43; and Sophia of 
Montferrat, 349 n. 96; Demetrius 
Palaeologus and Hilario Doria flee 
to (1423), 370 n. 125; and the 
Turko-Byzantine Treaty of 1424, 
380 n. 151; mentioned xxiv, 27 n. 
63, 29 n. 72, 294 n. 3, 352 ‘n- 99, 
407 and n. 21 
Peribleptos, Monastery of the Theoto- 


General Index 


‘kos (Mary) the (Constantinople), 
354, 361, 363 n. 112 

Pericles, 422 

“Persians” (Turks), 89, 113 f., 404, 
422. See also Turks, Osmanli 

Peter IV, King of Aragon (1336- 
1387), 56 n. 153. 

Peter Thomas, Saint, Papal legate to 
Constantinople (1357), 5 

Petra, Monastery of Saint John the 
Baptist in (Constantinople), 128, 
408 n. 22, 548 

Phaedo (Plato), quoted or cited by 
Manuel, 89 n. 8, 184, 305 

Phaedrus (Plato), quoted or cited by 
Manuel, 418 and n. 40, 423 

Phakrases, Grand Primikerios, Cy- 
dones’ letter to, 448, 449 


’ Pherres, 114. See also Serres 


Philadelphia (in Asia Minor): ceded 
to the Turks (1379?) , 34, 79; taken 
by the Turks (1390), xxiv, 79-80 
and n. 211 

Philanthropenos, Manuel, Byzantine 


ambassador to Sigismund of Hun- . 


gary (1395), xxv, 131-132; (1420), 
xxxiii, 337-338 and n. 74,353 n. 99 

Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy 
(1419-1467), 549. 

Philippopolis, captured by the Turks 
(1363), xix . 

Philommates, Angelos, Byzantine am- 
bassador, 360, n. 108 

Philotheos Kokkinos, Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople (1353-1354, 1364- 


1376): restoration of, xx, 6, 37; ~ 


his description of John Cantacuze- 
nus, 37; death of, xxi, 29, 458, 460; 
mentioned, 9 n. 21 

“Phrangia” (France), 202, 264, 375 
n, 135; “Phrangoi” (French), 329 

Phrangopoulos, Manuel, regent for 
Theodore II (?), 276 n. 133 

Phrantzes, Georgios, Byzantine his- 
torian, xlii-xliv. See Pseudo-Phrant- 
zes and Sphrantzes, Georgios 

Phrygia, 88 

Pisa, Council of (1409), 266, 321 

Plagues, in Constantinople (1391), 
98, 347-348; (1421), 354 

Plato: quoted: or cited by Manuel, 89 
and n. 8, 184, 305, 418 and n. 40, 


General Index 


423, (P) 530; mentioned by Man- 
vel, 303; cited or mentioned by 
Cydones, 84 and n. 1, 420; manu- 
script of, 416-417 and n. 35; men- 
tioned, 422 

Plethon, Georgios Gemistos, Byzan- 
tine scholar, 313, 420, 435; his ad- 
dress to Manuel, 313-314 n. 22 

Plutarch, 438 

Plutus (Aristophanes), cited by Man- 
uel, 96 

Limbourg, Pol de, 536 

Pola, 229 

Poland, aid against Turks sought from, 
xxvi, 150, 153, 355 n. 66, 338, 339 

Pompeiopolis (in Asia Minor), 91 

Pompey the Great, Roman general, 91 

Ponente, 375 n. 137 

Pontus, 88 

Portugal, Manuel’s contacts (?) with, 
183 

Pothos, Manuel, Manuel II’s letters to, 
94, 190-191 

Preljubovié, Thomas, Despot of Epi- 
rus (1367-1384), 46 n. 127 

Progymnasmata (Aphthonius), quoted 
a Manuel (P) and others, 309 n. 
1, 

Pronoia, 297 n. 7 

Psalms, Manuel’s imitation and para- 
phrase of, 514-516 

Psellos, Michael, 309 n. 15 

Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, 
manuscript of, xxx, 263-264, 532- 
533, 545; portrait of Manuel and 
his family in, 100 n. 24, 263-264, 
350 n. 97, 395 n. 1, 532-533 

Pseudo-Phrantzes, Byzantine historian, 
quoted, 29 n. 70, 32 n. 83, 38 n. 
103. See also Phrantzes, Georgios, 
and Sphrantzes, Georgios ‘ 

Pylles, Michael, Byzantine interpreter,. 
363 n. 111 


Qaramania, Emir of, 340 n. 80, 341 
n. 81 


Quintana, Pere de, Catalan merchant, 
265 


Ragusa, 231 326 n. 51; diplomatic 
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. reports and correspondence of, 248- 
949 n, 82, 252 n. 87, 281 n. 143, 
283 n. 146, 288 n. 161, 335 n. 66, - 
341 n. 80-and n. 81, 342 n. 82 

Rahova, seized by Crusaders (1396), 
133 

Raoul, Archbishop of Bethlehem, 203, 
204 n. 4 

Raoul, Asanes, (P) rebel on Thasos, 
300 n. 11 

Raoul, Manuel. See Manuel Raoul 

Relics, Manuel II’s use of, 130, 131 
and n. 15, 176, 183, 265, 407-408, 
511-512, 540 

Religieux de Saint-Denys, French 
chronicler, quoted, 397, 488-489 

Rhadenos, friend of Cydones and 
Manuel II: Cydones’ letters to, 49 
n. 135, 54: n. 147, 56 n. 155, 57 n. 
156, 58, 61; death of, 63 

Rhaidestos, 41 . 

Rhallis Palaeologus, Constantine, By- 

zantine ambassador, xxx, 255-257 

Rhallis Palaeologus, Theodore, Byzan- 

tine ambassador, 256 

Rhodes, xxiii-~xxiv, 76, 77, 162, 176, 

237, 238 n. 9, 482 £., 485. See also 

Hospitalers 

Richard IJ, King of England (1377- 
1399), 160, 177 n. 100, 178, 180, 
497 f. , 

Ricoldus, 54 n. 147 

Roland, Chanson de, 424 

Rome: John V in (1369-70), xx, 10; 

Byzantine embassy (?) to (1404), 
258 n. 101, 502; Manuel Chryso- 
loras in (1411-13), xxxii-cxiii, 
321; mentioned, 38 n. 102, 55 n. 
152, 158, 258 

Roussillon, 257 

roe Battle of (1395), xxv, 127- 
12 

Rumeli Hisar, 142 n. 29 

Rumelia (Turkish Europe), xxviii, xxxi, 

xxxili, xxxiv, 247, 251, 252, 253 

n. 88, 271, 282, 289 n. 163, 341 
and n. 81, 354 n. 100, 356-357 

n. 102, 358, 359; Beylerbey of, 

xxxi, 282, 356-357 n. 102, 358, 
364 n. 113 

Runciman, Sir Steven, quoted, 166 n. 

75, 270 n. 124° 
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610 


xxxi, 282-283; is defeated and” 


killed by Musa, xxxi, 283-284, 287, 
504, 521; mentioned, 212 n. 16, 
2492 n, 73, 405 n. 15 
Sultan,. Osmanli -Turkish title, 249- 
.250 n. 83 
Sultaniya, Archbishop of, 506 
Suriano, Giacomo, Venetian ambassa- 
dor, 228, 230, 231, 234 and n. 64 
Syria, 243, 244 n. 75 


Taddei, Quilico de(i), Genoese agent 
and Podesta of Pera (1411), 212 

Tafur, Pero, Spanish traveller in Con- 
stantinople (1437), 352-353 n. 99; 
quoted, 294-295 

Tamerlane. See Timur 


Tartars, 89 and n, 8, 92, 94, 216 ff.,. 


504 ff. * 

Tavia, massacre of Albanians at 
(1423), xxxv, 371-372 and n. 127 

Tenedos: sought by Venice, xx, 13 
and n. 30, 25-26; sought by Genoa, 
xxi, 25-26, 29-31; seized by Venice 
(1376), xxi, 30, 459-460; Genoese- 
‘Byzantine attack on (1377), xxi, 
31; is neutralized by the Treaty of 
Turin (1382), xxi, 41 and n, 113, 
61, 138 n. 25; Manuel on (1387), 
xxiii, 61; recovery later sought by 
Venice, 99 n. 22, 260 and n. 106, 
287 n. 156; mentioned, 162 

Teutonic Order, 508-509 

Thasos: Manuel II puts down rebel- 
lion on (1414), xxxii, 299-300, 301 
n. 14, 310 n. 17, 334 

Themistocles, mentioned by Manuel, 
306 

Theodoret, monastic name of Despot 
Theodore I Palaeologus, 272 n. 126 

Theologo (Ephesus), 223 n. 39 

Theologos Korax, Byzantine diplomat, 
360 n. 108, 363 n. 111; accused 
and punished as a traitor (1422), 
xxxiv, 361-363, 366 n, 116 

Theophrastus, 431 n. 62. 

Thersites, mentioned by Manuel, 93 

Thes:alonica: John V in (1350), 3; 
Manuel as Despot in (1369-73), xx, 
9-10 and n. 23, 12, 14, 17, 20 n. 
46, 45-46, 446 f., 540-541; be- 


General Index 


sieged by the Turks (?) (1372), 
17 and n. 40, 446 f.; Theodore 
Palaeologus designated Despot of 
(1376), 29, 43 n. 119; Manuel's 
separatist regime in (1382-87), 
xxii-xxiii, 43, 44 n. 121, 45-50, 
52-59, 390-391, 409, 416 f.; be- 
sieged. by the Turks (1383-87), 
xxii, 49 ff, 52-59, 417, 446 £., 
448 ff.; is taken by the Turks 
(1387), xxiii, 59, 62 n. 170, 448 
ff., 450 ff; Manuel’s anger against, 
60; is retaken (P) by the Turks 
(1394?), xxv, 59 n. 161, 120-121 
and n. 47, 450-453; is promised to 
John VII (1399), 165, 201 n. 2, 
226, 239, 491-492: is returned to 
Byzantium by the Turks (1403), 
225, 226, 239, 249 n. 73, 454, 455; 
is sought by John VIT on Manuel’s 
return, xxix, 240 n. 71, 242-243; 
is given to John VII in final settle- 
ment with Manuel, xxix, 244-245; 
John VII as ruler there (1403-08), 
35 n. 92, 42 n. 115, 245, 301 n. 
14, 406 n. 15, 454-455, 466; De- 
metrius Chrysoloras as minister 
there, 406 n. 15; Jobn VII's death 
there, xxx, 278-279: Manuel visits. 
(1408), xxx-xxxi, 279-280, 454, 
466, 526; (1414-15), xxxii, 300- 
301, 333, 334, 454; is besieged by 
Musa (1411), 284, 285 n. 152, 
315; Andronicus Palaeologus as 
Despot in (1408-1423), 35 n. 92, 


42 n. 115, 273, 279, 300-301, 342, 


392, 454; the pretender Mustafa in 
(1416), soni, 342-344 and n. 83, 
346; is besieged by the Turks 
(1423 #£.) xxv, 360, 370 n. 124, 
371, 372; Venice assumes rule of 
(1423), xxxv, 372-374, 876 n. 
141; is taken by the Turks (1430), 
374, 384 n. 161; liturgical accla- 
mations of, 453-455; walls and ru- 
ins of, 546; mentioned, 355 n. 101 

Thessaly, 46, 119, 120 n. 47, 370 n. 
124, 466 

Thiriet, Freddy, xlvi 

Thomas, Saint Peter, Papal legate to 
Constantinople (1357), 5 


General Index 


Thucydides: mentioned by Manuel, 
423; mentioned, xlii 

Tigranocerta, 506 

Timur (Tamerlane): launches a cam- 
paign against the Turks (1400 ff.), 
xxvii f., 124, 181 n. 108, 201 n. 3, 
205 n. 7, 206, 215, 216, 361; in 
Mesopotamia and Egypt (1401), 
xxvii-xxviii, 121 n. 47, 216; West- 
em contacts with, 183, 256 n. 91, 
506-508; Manuel II’s contacts with, 
241, 250 n. 84, 504 ff.; John VII's 
contacts with, xxviii, 215 n. 18, 217, 
504 ff.; defeats and captures Baya- 
zid at Ancyra (1402), xxviii, 216, 
246, 247, 270, 391; storms Smyrna, 
xxviii, 218; European fear of, 218, 
2924 n. 41, 225, 257; departure of 
(1403), xxix, 218, 246, 250 n. 84; 
Clavijo’s embassy to, xxix, 246, 
291; death of (1405), xx, 218; 
Byzantine reactions to, 513-515, 
517 

Timurtash, Turkish general, xxvi, 127 
n. 7 

Tocco, Carlo I, Despot of Epirus/ 
Yannina (1413-1429), made Des- 
pot by Manuel, xxxii, 346 n. 89 

Tocco, Leonardo, made Grand Con- 
stable by Manuel, xxxii 

Trebizond, 148, 341 n. 81; Empire 
of, 6 n. 11, 25 n. 58, 37 n. 98, 349 
n. 96, 430, 475-477 

“Tribalians” (Serbians), 91, 136 n. 
21, 422. See also Serbia 

Triboles, Manuel’s Letter to, 36 n. 93 

Trnovo, taken by the Turks (1393), 
Xxiv 

Tron, Donato, Venetian commander, 
459, 460 

Turachan, Turkish general, xxxv, 
371, 380 n. 151 

Turenne, Antoinette de, wife of Mar- 
shal Boucicaut, 221, 543 

Turin, Treaty of (1382), xxii, 40-41, 
61, 138 n. 25 

Turks, Osmanli: conquest of the 
Balkans by, xix ff., 4 ff., 16-18, 26, 
66-67, 113, 121, 295, 388; attack 
Thessalonica (P) (1372), 17 and 
n. 40, 446 ff.; John V’s vassalage 
to (ca. 1373 ff.), xxi, xxii, xxiv, 


611 


. 18-22, 24, 34, 44 n. 121, 46, 50, 


78-79, 388; support Andronicus 
IV’s coup (1376), xxi, 26 ff, 28 - 
n. 65, 391; support John V’s res- 
toration (1379), xxii, 33-35; are 
opposed independently by Manuel 
(1382 ff.), xxii, 46 ff., 50; besiege 
Thessalonica (1383-87), xxii, 49 
ff,, 52-59, 417, 446 f., 448 ff; take 
Thessalonica (1387), xxiii, 59, 62 
n. 170, 448 f., 450 £.; support 
John VII, xxii, 70-71, 72, 391; 
Manuel and appeasement of, 46, 
86, 121-122, 389 ff.; their quarter 
and mosque in Constantinople, 85, 
86 n. 2, 250; organize a fleet, 104; 
besiege Constantinople (1394- 
1402) under Bayazid, xxv ff, 69 n. 
188, 85 n. 2, lll n. 32, 123 ££, 
138-139 n. 26, 202, 207, 208, 214, 
985, 409, 419 n. 42, 451, 479- 
481; assaults on Constantinople by, 
xxv, xxvi, 125, 127, 128, 1388-144, 
148; retake (P) Thessalonica 
(1394?), xxv, 59 n. 161, 120-121 
and n. 47, 450-453; attack the 
Peloponnesus (1394), xxv, 127, 
232, 451; (1397), xxvi, 127 n. 7, 
232; defeat the Crusade of Nicopo- 
lis (1396), xxv, 133, 138; are de- 
feated by Timur, xxviii, 216-217; 
in flight from the Battle of Ancyra 
(1402), 217-218; their “Time of 
Troubles” (1402-13), xxviii, 222 
ff., 246 ff., 269-270, 271-272, 281 
ff. 320, 355, 390; Manuel's con- 
sistent hostility towards, 240-241 
and n. 72, 269-270, 280 n. 141, 
308, 318-319, 320, 331, 332, 333, 
335 n. 66, 339, 389 £.;. outlook 
and attitudes of Venice towards, 
104, 124, 217, 223, 271, 336-337 
and n. 72, 452; Christian leagues 
proposed against, xxx, xxxi, xxxii, 
125-126, 170 n. 84, 171 n. 87, 194, 
198, 204, 205 n. 5, 222, 224, 259, 
268-269, 336, 369-370, 376; pos- 
sibilities of their expulsion from Eu- 
rope, 270-271 and n. 124, 390; 
their treaty with Christian powers 
(1403), xxix, xxxii, 224-227, 228, 
930, 239, 243 n. 74, 247, 251, 
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Walter, Gérard, xli-xlii 

Welsh, 180, 189 

Wenceslas, King of the Romans, later 
Holy Roman Emperor (1378-1400), 
538° 

Werner, Ernst, xlii n. 18 

Wittek, Paul, xlii 


Wolkenstein, Oswald von, Minnesing- — 


ex, 485 


Xenophon, 437 

Xerxes, 311 

Xylokerkou Gate (Constantinople) , 
27 n. 64 
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Yannina, 310 n: 17, 346 

Yedi Koulé, Turkish Fortress of: in 
Constantinople, 467, 546; in Thes- 
salonica, 546 

“Yildirim,” nickname for Bayazid I, 
Q17 


General Index 


‘Zaccaria, Centurione, Prince of Achaia 


(1404-1409), xx«xii, xondii, 346, 
347 n. 91 

“Zalapi,” 212 n. 16, 223 n. 39, 227 n. 
43. See Celebi 


Zeno, Carlo, Venetian adventurer and. 


commander: and the Venetian ac- 
quisition of Tenedos (1376), xd, 
459-460; and efforts to free John 
V and his sons from prison, 32-33 
n. 86, 458-460; and Boucicaut at 
Modon (1403), 235; and Manuel 
Il’s homeward voyage, 229, 235- 
237 

Zeno, Jocapo, 32 n. 86, 458 

Zeno, Paolo, Venetian ambassador, 
260 and n. 107 

Zeno, Piero, Venetian ambassador, 
261 n. 108 

Zeno, Pietro, Lord of Andros, 224 n. 
41, 226 n. 43, 227 n. 438, 336 

Zenopolis, 92 

Zeuxis (Lucian), quoted by Manuel, 
179 
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